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ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF THE 

SAGE AND VALIANT 

DON QUIXOTE 

DE LA MANCHA. 



PART II.— BOOK I. 
CHAPTER I. 

AN ACCOUNT OP OTHER STRANGE ADVENTURES THAT 
HAPPENED AT THE INN. 

At that instant the landlord^ standing at the inn door^ 
exclaimed^ '^ There's a noble company : odd ! if they 
halt here, we shall sing for joy." '* What company ?" 
said Cardenio. '' Four men," replied the inn-keeper, 
" who ride with short stirrups, each of them equipped 
with lance, target, and mask ; with a lady on a side- 
saddle, dressed in white and veiled, and two attendants 
on foot" When the priest asked if they were near, he 
answered, ^' So near, that they are already at the gate." 

Dorothea, hearing this information, put on her veil, 
and Cardenio withdrew into Don Quixote's apartment. 
Immediately the whole company announced by the land- 
lord entered the inn-yard, and the four horsemen, who 

2^ VOL. II. B 
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2 THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 

were persons of genteel mien and carriage^ instantly 
alighting^ went to help the lady from her horse ; when 
one of them^ taking her in his arms^ placed her in a chair 
that stood by the door of the room in which Cardenio 
had concealed himself. All this time^ neither she noor 
they took off theur masks^ nor uttered one syllable ; but 
when she was seated^ she heaved a profound sigh^ and 
let her arms fall down on each side, like a person faint- 
ing with weakness. While the footmen led the horses 
into the stable, the curate being anxious to know who 
those persons were, so remarkable in their silence and 
dress, went up, and put the question to one of the 
lacquies, who answered, *' Truly, signor, we are as ig« 
norant in that particular as you are ; though they seem 
to be people of condition, especially he who took the 
lady in his arras, because all the rest behave to him with 
great respect, following his directions in every thing 
with the utmost punctuality." *' And pray who may 
the lady be ?" said the priest. " We know as little of 
her as of the men," replied the lacquey ; " for during 
the journey, I have never once beheld her face ; I have 
often heard her sigh bitterly, and utter piercing groans, 
in every one of which she seemed to yield her very soul : 
but it is not to be wondered at that we should know so 
little of their affairs ; my companion and I have attended 
them two dinrs only : tor meeting us on the road, they 
intreated and persuaded us to accompany them as far as 
Andalusia, promising to pay us handsomely for our 
trouble." '* Have you never heard one of them named ?** 
resumed the curate. " Never once," answered the young 
man; 'Hhey travel with surprising silence; nothing is 
heard but the sobs and sighs of the poor lady, which 
move us to compassion : we firmly believe that she is 
forced upon this journey, and gather from her dress that 
she is a nun, or which is more probable, going to take 
the veil ; and finding herself very little inclin^ to that 
way of life, is melancholy at the prospect." 

The curate said nothing was more probable, and leav- 
ing the lacquey, returned to Dorottiea, who, by this 
time, out of natural sympathy .with the affliction of the 
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snasi^ lady, had approached and accosted her in these 
Words: ** What is the matter with you, dear madam ? If 
yoa labour under any indiiE^osition which the practice 
and experience of women can relieve, my assistance is 
heartily at your service." To this kind offer no reply 
was made by the sorrow^l lady, who, notwithstanding 
^be other's repeated intreaties, would not open her mouth, 
mitil the person, who, by the lacquey's information, was 
chief of the company, addressing himself to Dorothea, 
said^ '* Do not fatigue yourself, madam, in making 
proffers of service to that woman, who cannot be gratefiu 
for any favour she receives, nor importune her for any 
reply, unless you desire to hear some falsehoods proceed 
from her lips." " My lips," said the hitherto silent lady, 
*' were never profaned with falsehood ; on the contrary, 
my present misfortune is owing to my sincerity and my 
ahhorrence of lies. Of this assertion you yourself are 
too sensible ; since your own perfidy and falsehood are 
the effects of my constancy and truth/' 

These words were distinctly overheard by Cardenio, 
who was only separated from them by the door of Don 
Quixote's chamber ; and they no sooner reached his ears, 
than he cried aloud, ^^ Good Heaven ! What do I hear i 
What voice is that which struck my sense ?" The lady 
being exceedingly surprised at that exclamation, turned 
about her head, and not seeing the person that pronounced 
it, started up, and ran towards the apartment from 
whence it seemed to come ; but was prevented by her 
conductor, who would not suffer her to move one step 
further. In the disorder occasioned by her struggle, 
her mask dropped off, and discovered a countenance of 
incomparable and amazing beauty, even though disguised 
with paleness and horror ; for her eyes rolled about to 
every comer which her sight could reach, with such 
eagerness and wildness, that she looked like a woman 
possessed. 

Dorothea, and all present, were infinitely concerned at 

these symptoms, the meaning of which Uiey could not 

understand: meanwhile, ihe cavalier was so busied in 

holding her fast by the shoulders, that he could not at 
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4 THE ACHIBVfiMEHTS OF 

•tend to his mask^ which also fell to the ground ;' and 
Dorothea, lifting up her eyes towards him as he held the 
lady in his arms, perceived that this cavalier was no 
other than her owh husband, Don Fernando. No sooner 
did she recognize his features, than fetching a long and 
melancholy sigh from the very bottom of her soul, she 
fell backwards in a swoon, and if the barber had not 
been at haiid to support her, would have certainly come 
to the ground. The cui'ate ran instantly to take off her 
veil, that he might sprinkle water on her face, which 
was immediately known by Don Fernando, who held 
the otlier lady in his arms, and was thunderstruck at the 
sight : he would not, however, quit Lucinda, who strug- 
gled to get loose, she and Cardenio having by this time 
recognized each other by their mutual exclamations : he 
had also overheard the groan uttered by Dorothea when 
she fainted, and believing that it proceeded from Lu- 
anda, rushed out of his apartment in a fright, when the 
first object he beheld was Don Fernando clasping her in 
his arms. This nobleman knew him immediately, and 
all three, namely, Lucinda, Cardenio, and Dorothea were 
struck dumb with astonishment, and seemed uisensible 
of what had happened ; gazing in silence at one another. 
Dorothea directed her eager view to Don Fernando, 
who started at Cardenio, whose eyes were fixed upon 
Lucinda, who looked wishfully at him; but the first 
that broke silence was this last, who addressed herself in 
these words to Don Fernando : " Suffer me, signor, in 
regard to your own character, since you are deaf to every 
other consideration, to cleave to that wall of which I am 
the ivy, to avail myself of that prop from which you 
could not disengage me with all your importunities, 
promises, and threats. Behold how Heaven, by unusual 
and mysterious means, hath brought me to my true and 
lawful husband : and since you know, by dear bought 
experience, that nothing but death can expel his image 
from my breast, let this plain demonstration, since all 
other attempts are vain, convert your love into rage, 
your friendship into hate, and instantly deprive me of 
life, which I shall yield with pleasure in the presence of 
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my legal lord^ who will then^ perhaps^ be convinced of- 
the fidelity I preserved to the last moment of my exist- 
cnce." • 

In the mean time Dorothea^ being recovered from her 
swoon^ had listened to Lucinda's declaration^ by which 
she discovered her situation and name : but perceiving 
that Don Fernando neither quitted his hold^ nor an- 
swered one word to her solicitation^ she exerted her 
whole strength in falling down on her knees before him^ 
and having shed a large quantity of tears from her beau- 
tiful eyes^ accosted him in these words : " My dear lord! 
if your eyes were not dazzled and obscured by the rays 
of that sun which you hold eclipsed within your arms^ 
you would perceive that she who thus kneels before you 
is the unhappy (so long as your are pleased she •should 
be so) and forlorn Dorothea — I am that humble country 
maiden whom your generosity or passion vouchsafed to 
raise to the honour of calling you her own. I am she 
who, confined within the bounds of modesty, lived a 
contented life, until moved by your importunities, and 
seemingly upright addresses, she opened the gates of her 
reserve, and surrendered to you the keys of her freedom ; 
an offering but ill requited, as plainly appears by that 
hard fate in consequence of which I am found in this 
place, and also find you in your present situation. Never^ 
theless, I would not have you imagine, that I came hither 
induced by any dishonourable motives; but that the 
sorrow conceived at seeing myself forsaken and forgotten 
by you was the sole cause of my retreat. You desired 
1 should be your own, and that desire you accomplished 
BO effectually, that although your inclinations may be 
changed, it is impossible you should cease to be mine. 
Consider, my lord, that my unparalleled affection may 
counterbalance the beauty and birth of her for whom I 
am abandoned: you cannot be the fair Lucinda's hus- 
band, because you are already mine, nor she become 
your wife while she appertains to Cardenio ; and it will 
be a much easier task, if you reflect upon it impartially, 
to recall your love for her who adores you, than to gain 
the affection of one by whom yoa are abhorred You 
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solicited my unsuspecting heart, you import»ned my m*-' 
tegrity^ you were not ignorant of my lowly station, and : 
know* in what manner I yielded to your will; so that 
you have no subterfuge, nor the least room to say yon 
were deceived. If this be the case, as doutless it is, and 
you be a Christian as well as a gentleman, why do you,: 
by such evasions, delay to make the end as happy as the 
beginning of my fortune ? If you will not receive me 
as what I really am, your lawful wife, at least admit me 
into the number of your slaves ; for in whatever shape 
I belong to you, I shall account myself fortunate and 
blessed: do not;^ therefore, by renouncing me entirely^ 
^ve scandal an opportunity of impeaching my honour. 
Make. not my parents miserable in their old age; their- 
faithful services to your father merit a more kind return: 
if you think your blood will be debased in mixing with 
mine, consider that almost all the great families on earth; 
have undergone the same intercourse, and that the 
woman's qudity in no manner effects illustrious descents : 
besides, true nobility consits in virtue, and in that shall 
I have the advantage over you, if you deny and appoae 
the justice of my claim* In fine, the last argument I 
shall use is this, whether you are pleased or displeased 
with your destiny, I am your lawful wife ; witness your 
own words, which neither are, nor ought to be false, if 
you value yourself on that for which you undervalue me; 
witness your hand^writing and Heaven above, to the 
testimony of which you appealed for the performance of 
your promise; and if all these should fail, your con-* 
science will never cease whispering to vou amidst youc 
pleasure, in vindication of this trudi, which will disturb 
your most exalted enjoyments." 

This supplication, enforced with other arguments, was 
mronounced so feelingly by the afflicted and weeping 
Dorothea, that tears of sympathy were shed by all present, 
the companions of Don Fernando not excepted ; he him- 
self listened without answering one word, until she had 
made an end of her address, and began to utter such 
woeful sighs and groans, as were almost sufficient to 
melt a heart of brass. Lucinda stood gazing upon her 
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inCii equal oompasskm for her sorrow^ and admiration of 
her beauty and good sense ; nay, she would have gone 
and offered her all the consolation in her power, had she 
not still been kept fast locked in the arms of Don Fer- 
ilaiido, who, full of confusion and surprise, aUter having 
for a good while fixed his eyes upon Dorothea with great 
attention, opened his arms, and leaving Lu€in& at 
lAwrty, said, *' You have conquered, beauteous Dorothea 
—-The victory is yours : for so many truths conjoined 
aee surely irresistLble." 

liucinda was so faint and weak, that when Dcm Fer- 
nando quitted her she would have fallen to the ground 
had it not been for Cardenio, who had placed himself 
behind her ravisher^ that he might not be known :* but 
now, laying aside all fear, and re8(dving to adventure 
every thing, he sprung to the assistance of Lueinda, and 
catching her in bis arms, '* If," said he, '^ it be the will 
and plotture of pitying Heaven, that you should find 
repose, my fidthful, constant, and charming Lucinda ! I 
think you can enjoy it no where so securely as in these^ 
arms, which now receive, and formerly encircled you, 
when fortune was pleased that I should call you mine/' 

At these words she gazed upon him with great eager- 
ness ; she had before begun to recognize his voice, and 
now recollecting his features, like a person deprived of 
judgment, who disregards all decency and form, she 
threw her arms about his neck, and joining her lips to 
his, *' Yes, my dear Cardenio," said she, " you are the 
real lord of this your slave, in spite of adverse fate, and 
all those threats though greater than they are, that per«> 
aeeote my life, which now depends on you alone." 

An unexpected sight was this to Don Fernando and 
all the bye*standers, who were not a little surprised at 
what they saw. Wlidle Dorothea, observing her husband 
change colour, and signify an inclination of being re- 
venged upon Cardenio, by laying his hand upon his 
sword, ran with incredible agility, and clasping his knees, 
idiich she kissed, held. him so firmly embraced that he 

• But it appears, p. 391, that he was already known both to Fernando 
aad Lueinda. Aliqmndo bomudormUat komirui. 
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could not move^ saying, while the tears incessantly tHc^* 
kled from her eyes, *' What means my only refuge- to do 
on this unexpected occasion? Your own wife is now 
kneeling before you, and she whom you desire to wed is- 
in the arms of her lawful husband ; consider whether it 
be just or possible for you to undo that which Heaven 
hath done; why should you seek to unite yourself with 
one who, disd^ning all opposition and inconvenience, 
and confirmed in her own constancy and truth, even be- 
fore your eyes, lets fall from her's a shower of tender- 
ness into the boscmi of her lawful spouse ? For the sake 
of God and of yourself, I intreat and beseech you, that 
this remarkable recognition may not only fail to increase 
your indignation, but even diminish it in such a manner, 
that those two lovers may, without aiiy impediment from 
you> enjoy each other as long as Heaven will permit 
them to live. In this 6elf«denial you will manifest the 
generosity of your noble and illustrious soul, and con- 
vince the world that you are governed more by reason 
than by appetite." 

While Dorothea pronounced these words, Cardenio, 
though he held Lucinda in his arms, kept his eyes still 
fixed upon Don Fernando, with full resolution, if he at- 
tempted any thing to his prejudice, to defend himself as- 
well as he could against his adversary and all his adhe- 
rents, although it should cost him his life. But this 
young nobleman's friends, together with the curate and 
barbef, not forgetting honest Sancho Panza, who were 
present at the whole affair, interposed, and making a 
circle about him, begged earnestly that he would be 
{leased to consider the tears of Dorothea, and if wluKt 
she alleged was true, as they firmly believed it was, no 
longer suffer hef to be defrauded of her just and reason-^ 
able hope. They desired him to observe, that in all.ap« 
pearance it was not by accident, but the immediate direc-* 
tion of Providence that they had all met together so un-i' 
expectedly in this place: and the curate intreated him- 
to reflect that death alone could divide Lucinda. from 
Cardenio; that though they might be parted by the 
edge of the sword, they would look upon death as thei 
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grealtest blessing that could befall them ; and that in a 
case of this kind^ which admitted of no other remedy^ it 
would be his wisest course to constrain and conquer his 
own passion^ and demonstrate the generosity of his heart, 
by permitting, of his own free will, those two lovers to 
enjoy that state of happiness which Heaven had ordained 
for their lot: that he should contemplate Dorothea's 
beauty, which, far from being excelled, was equalled in 
few or none ; and to her beauty, add the consideration of 
her humility and excessive love ; above all, take notice, 
that if he valued himself upon being a genUeman and a 
Christian, he could do no less than perform the promise he 
had given, and in so doing, act in conformity to the will 
of God, and satisfy the £screet part of mankind, who 
are very sensible, that it is the prerogative of beauty, 
even in a low estate, when accompanied with virtue, to 
be lifted up to the highest rank, without any disparage* 
ment to the person who thus raises it to an equality 
with himself; and since the irresistible force of inclina- 
tion must prevail, provided there be nothing criminal in 
the means, he is not to be blamed who acts according to 
its dictates. 

To these arguments were added so many of the same 
sort, that the valiant heart of Don Fernando, nourished 
by illustrious blood, relented, and he was overcome by 
the force of that truth, which, however inclined, he 
could not deny* The signal of his surrender and yield<» 
ing to this reasonable and just proposal, was his Stooping 
down and embracing Dorothea, to whom he said, '^ Rise, 
madam ; it is not just that she who reigns in my soul' 
should lie prostrate at my feet. If hitherto I have given 
small proof of what I now profess, perhaps my omission 
hath been owing to the appointment of Heaven, that by 
giving you an opportunity of manifesting the sincerity c)f 
your love I might know how to esteem you according to^ 
your deserts^. I beg, therefore, you will not upbraid inef 
with my misconduct and unkind neglect ; since the same 
force and occasion that attached me to you, was the 
cause of my endeavour to disengage myself. That you 
may be convinced -of the truthy behpld and contemplate : 
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the eyes of the now contented Lucinda^ in which yon 
will find an excuse for all my errors : and since she hadt 
^und and attained her heart's desire^ and my utoKM^t 
wish is fulfilled in thus retrieving you^ may she live in. 
peace and quiet, for many happy years^ with her Ceat'^ 
denio, and may Heaven grant the same felicity to me 
with Dorothea." 

So sayings he embraced her again, pressing his lips ta, 
her's with such tenderness that it required his greatest 
efibrts to forbear giving, with his tears, indubitable signal 
of his affection andTemorse. But those endeavours did 
not succeed with Ludnda, Cardenio, and every other, 
person present, who began to weep so plentifully, either 
at their own happiness or the satisfaction of their fiends, 
that one would have thought some grievous misfortun0 
had happened to the whole company. Even Sancho 
blubbered, though he afterwards owned that his sorrow 
proceeded from seeing that Dorothea was not, as he 
imagined, the Queen of Micomicon, from whom he ex** 
pected such favours. 

This universal admiration and thaw having lasted 
some time, Cardenio and Lucinda fell upon their knees 
before Don Fernando, whom they thanked for his gene* 
rosity in such polite terms, that he scarce knew what an- 
swer to make, but raised and embraced them both with 
demonstrations of uncommon courtesy and affection. 
Then asking Dorothea how she had come to that place^ 
so distant frcmi her own home, she, with great elegance 
and brevity, repeated what she had before recounted to 
Cardenio: and her husband and his company were so 
pleased with her narration, that they wished it could 
have been spun out to a much greater length ; so grace- 
fully did she relate her own misfortunes. 

Her task being finished, Don Fernando informed them 
of what had happened to him in the city, after he 
found in Lucinda's bosom the paper in which she de- 
clared herself Cardenio's wife. Seeing that she could 
not possibly be his, he said, he was determined to put 
her to death, and would actually have executed his puT'^ 
ppse^ had Qot her parents intjexposed. He then quittod 
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Ae faouse^ foil of shame and resentment, resolving to re- 
venge himself with the first opportunity; and next day 
understood that she was gone off, without any body's 
knowing whither she had directed her flight At length, 
however, in a few months he got notice that she was in a 
certain monastery, where she intended to spend her whole 
life, if she could not enjoy it in the company of Cardenio. 
He no sooner received this intimation, than choosing 
these three gentlemen for his companions, he went 
straight to the place of her residence, but without speak* 
ing to her, or making himself known, lest the monastenr 
should be more strictlv guarded on his account lie 
waited, therefore, until one day he found the porter's 
lodge open, when leaving two of his friends to secure the 
door, he entered the monastery with the other, in quest 
of Ludnda, whom he found in the cloisters, talking with 
a nun ; and snatching her off, without giving her a mo- 
ment's time for recollection, carried her instantly to a 
place where they provided themselves with necessaries 
for their journey. This exploit they were enabled td 
perform with safety, because the monastery stood in the 
middle of a field at a good distance from any village or 
town. He said, Lucinda no sooner perceived hersdif in 
his power than she fainted away, and when she reco- 
vered the use of her senses, did nothing but weep and 
sigh, without speaking one word; so that, accompanied 
with silence and tears, they had arrived ^at that inn, which 
he looked upon as the heavenly goal where all earthly 
misfortunes are happily terminated." 



CHAPTER II. 

A CONTINUATION OF TH£ HIBTOBY OF THS BBNOWNBD 
PBIN0B6S MICOMICONA, WITH OTHBB PLEASANT ADVEN-< 
TUBB8. 

6ancho heard every thing that passed -with no small 
anxiety of mind, seeing the hopes of his preferment va^ 
nish into smoke, the beautiful princess Micomicona 
transformed into Dorothea, the giant into Don Fernando^ 
and his master in a sound sleq>, little dreaming of wbaX 
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had happened^ Dorothea could not persuade herself 
that all her good fortune was not a dream ; Cardenio en- 
tertained the same opinion^ which was also embraced by 
Lucinda ; while Don Fernando gave thanks to Heaven 
for its favour^ in extricating him from that labyrinth of 
perplexity, in which he was at the point of losing his re- 
putation and soul. In fine, every person present was 
well satisfied, and rejoiced at the happy issue of such in- 
tricate and desperate affairs. The curate represented 
every thing in the right point of view, with great discre- 
tion, and congratulated the parties concerned on the feli- 
city that they had acquired ; but she whose joy was most 
vociferous was the landlady, who loudly exulted in the 
promise of Cardenio and the curate, who had undertaken 
to pay her with interest, for the damage she had sus- 
tained on Don Quixote's account. Sancho alone, as we 
have already observed, was afflicted, unfortunate, and 
sad ; and going to his master, who was just awake, said, 
with a lamentable tone, *' Sir Knight of the Rueful 
Countenance, your worship may now sleep as long as you 
please, without giving yourself the trouble of slaying the 
giant, or restoring the princess to her throne— that whole 
affair is already brought to a conclusion." 

" I really believe what you say," answered the knight; 
^f for I have been engaged with the giant, in the most 
€>bstinate and outrageous combat that I believe I shall 
ever' fight in all the days of my life : with one back 
stroke slam went his head to the ground, and discharged 
such a quantity of blood, that it ran like rills of water 
along the field." '* Or rather like red wine, your wor» 
ship should say," replied the squire ; '^ for I must inform 
you, if you do not already know it, that the dead giant is 
fto other than a wine-bag, and the blood eighteen gallons 
of good red wine, which was contuned in its belly: the 
head you cut off is the baggage my mother, and the whole 
affair is gone to the devil." *' What does the lunatic 
mean ?" said Don Quixote ; " are you in your right 
senses, Sancho ?" " Rise, sir," resumed the squire, ** and 
see what a fine piece of work you have made, and what 
a score you have run. You shall behold, the queen con^ 
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vetrted into a private lady; called Dorothea^ with many 
other strange events ; at which, if you take them right, 
you will he hugely astonished." " I shall not wonder 
St any thing of diat kind/' replied his master ; ** for thou 
mayest remember, the last time we were in this house, I 
told thee that every incident which happened was con- 
ducted and brought about by enchantment ; so that we 
need not be surprised if the same power should prevail 
at present" ** I should be of your worship's opinion/' 
answered Sancho, *^ if my blanketing had been of the 
same stamp ; but that was not the case ; for it was really 
and truly a substantial tossing. This very inn-keeper 
whom we saw to-day held a comer of the blanket, and 
canted me into the air with great strength and nimble* 
ness, passing a thousand waggish jokes, and laughing at 
me all the while ; from whence I concluded, simple and 
sinner as I am, that as I knew their persons, there was 
no enchantment in the case, but abundance of bruising 
and bad fortune." *^ Well, Heaven will make thee 
amends," said the . knight : '^ meanwhile, reach me my 
clothes; for I want to go forth and examine those events 
and transformations which thou hast mentioned." 

While Sancho was helping him to dress, the curate 
gave Don Fernando and his company an account of Don 
Quixote's madness, and the artifice tJiey had used to dis- 
engage him from the poor rock to which he imagined 
himself exiled by the disdain of his mistress. He also . 
recounted all those adventures that Sancho had imparted 
to him, at which they were not a little surprised, and 
laughed immoderately; agreeing in opinion with every 
body who knew the knight, that it was the strangest ex- 
travagance that ever entered a disturbed imagination. 
The priest, moreover, observed, that since the good for- 
tune of Dorothea obstructed the progress of their design, 
there was a necessity for inventing another plan that 
should bring him home to his own house, Cardenio 
proposed that they should prosecute the scheme they had 
already begun, and Lucinda would act and represent the 
part of Dorothea." " No," said Don Fernando, '^ that 
must not be ; Dorothea shall still proceed with h«r own 
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i&ventioii ; for as it cannot be far from hence to tibe faac- 
bjtation of that honest gentleman, I shall be glad to con- 
tribute towards his cure/' And when he understood 
that they would arrive in two days at his house, <' Were 
it £uther off/' said he, '^ I should go with pleasure to 
assist in such a laudable design." 

At that instant Don Quixote came forth, armed at all 
points, with Mambrino's helmet, battered as it was, upon 
his head, his shield braced upon his arm, and his pole or 
lance in his hand. Don Fernando and his companions 
were amazed at this strange apparition, when they be- 
held such a rueful length of face, so withered and tawny, 
together with his ill-sorted armour, and the solemnity of 
his gait. They gazed upon him in silent expectation of 
what he would say; wnile he, with infinite gravity of 
aspect, fixing his eves upon Dorothea, accosted her in 
these words : ^' Fair lady, I am informed by this my 
squire, that your greatness is annihilated, and your qua^ 
lity undone, by being changed from your former rank of 
queen and sovereign princess, into the condition of a 
private damsel. If this hath been done by the necro- 
mancy of the king your father, who is, perhaps, afraid 
that I should not be able to give you the assistance re- 
quired, I say he neither knows, nor ever did know, the 
half of that art which he professeth, and that he is but 
little conversant in the history of chivalry; for had he 
perused it with such leisure and attention as I have be- 
stowed upon that subject, he would have found that, on 
every occasion, knights of much less reputation than. X 
possess, have achieved much more difficult enterprizes 
than tlids ; it being a matter of small moment to kill a 
pitiful giant, let him be as arrogant as he will : for not 
many hours ago I saw myself engaged with one — ^but I 
choose to be silent rather than have my veracity called in 
question, though time, that unmasks all things, will shew 
when we least expect it — " 

" That you was engaged with wine-bags, and not with 
a giant," cried the inn-keeper, who was silenced by Don 
Fernando, and forbid to interrupt the knight's discourse 
in any shape whatever. So that Don Quixote proceeded. 
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mymg, '' In fine^ if the fiither of your disinherited high- 
jieM hath performed this metamori^iosis on yoar person 
£br the causes I have mentioned, I hope you will give no 
-credit to such oonnderations ; for there is no danger upon 
earth through whieh my tword will not open a way^ 
and, by lajring die head o£ your adversary in the dust, 
m a few di^s invest your's with that crown to which you 
have an undoubted right." 

Here Don Quixote left off speaking, in expectation of 
a x«ply from the princess, who knowing it was Don l^er- 
nando's pleasure that she should continue the deceit until 
the kni^t could be brought back to his own house, an- 
swered with equal gravity and grace, " Whosoever has 
told yoH, most valiant Knight of the Rueful Ck>untenance, 
that I am changed and transformed from what I was, 
haa not adhered to the truth in his information : indeed, 
I am somewhat changed by certain fortunate events, 
which have happened even beyond my own expectation ^ 
but, nevertheless, I haveaiot ceased to be what I was, 
nor altered that resolution which I have always main- 
tained, of taking the advantage of your valiant and in- 
vincible arm. Wherefore, dear sir, be so good as to do 
justice to the honour of the father who begat me, and 
look upon him as a man of sagacity aad foresight ; since 
by the science he possessed, he found such an easy and 
effectual path to the cure of my misfortune : for I firmly 
believe, that were it not for you, I should not now be so 
happy as I am, as the greatest part of these gentlemen 
can truly Witness. NoSiing then remains, but that we 
set out to-morrow, because we could not propose to 
travel far to-day ; and as for the success on whjch my 
hopes are built, I leave it entirely to God and the worth 
of your heroic breast." 

Don Quixote hearing these words, turned to Sancho 
in the most violent indignation, saying, ^^I protest^ 
sirrali! you are the most malicious littfe slanderer in 
Spain. Say, you rascal— you vagabond! did not you 
tell me just now that the princess was transformed mto 
a private gentlewcnnan called Dorothea, and that the 
head whi^ I know I cut from the giant's shoulders. 
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was the bagga;ge your mother ; vith 'many more foc^IUh 
particulars which threw me into the greatest confusion 
that ever I felt since I was bom ? By Heaven ! (here he 
turned up his eyes and bit his lips) I have a strong in>- 
donation to commit such slaughter upon thee^ as will 
be an* instructive warning to all the lying squires who 
shall henceforward attend knights-errant in the course 
of their adventures." 

*^ Pray be pacified; good your worship," cried Sancho, 
^*^ I may possibly be deceivea in what concerns the change 
of my Lady Princess Micomicona ; but as to the giant'? 
head being a wine-bag, and the blood no other than good 
red wine, I am not mistaken, as I shall answer to God ! 
for the skins that were slashed, are still to be seen by 
your worship's bed-side, and the. whole room is flooded 
by the wine. But the proof of the pudding is in the* 
eating of it : you will be convinced, when Mr. Whatp- 
d'ye-call-him, our landlord here, makes out a bill of the 
damage he has suffered. As to the rest, I am rejoiced 
from my soul to find that the queen's majesty is the 
same as usual, because it concerns me as well as any 
other neighbour's child." *^I tell thee, Sancho," re- 
plied Don Quixote, '* that thou art distracted." *' Forgive 
me, that is enough.*' *' Enough in all conscience," said 
Don Fernando, '^ there is notitiing more to be said on 
this subject. I think the princess judges very prudently 
in deferring her journey till to-morrow, because the day 
is already far advanced : let us, therefore, spend this 
night in agreeable conversation, and at the approach of 
day, we will in a body attend the gallant Don Quixote, 
that we may be witnesses of the unheard-of exploits 
wliich he will, doubtless, perform in the course of this 
vast enterprize he hath undertaken." '^ It is my duty 
and resolution to serve and attend you," answered the 
knight: '^and I have the most grateful sense of your 

* In the original, As will put salt in the skull. 

\ Literally, tou shall see when the eggs are fried. A phrase alludine 
to the story of a thief, who having stolen a frying-pan, and being asked 
by the owner what he carried under his cloak, replied, '* You will see 
when the eggs are fried." Metaphorically^ Time will discover. 
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&vour and good opinion, which I shall endeavour to 
justify, though it should cost me roy life, or even more, 
if more I can pay." 

Many compliments and proffers of service passed be- 
tween Don Fernando and Don Quixote ; but they w^ 
interrupted by the arrival of a traveller, who by his garb 
seemed to be a Christian slave lately escaped from Bar* 
bary ; for he was clad in a coat of blue cloth, wanting a 
i*ollar, with short skirts and half-sleeves ; bis breeches 
and cop were of the same stuff, and he wore date-coloured 
buskins, with a moorish scymitar slung in a shoulder- 
bdt across his breast. He was followed by a woman 
dressed in the moodsh habit, mounted upon an ass, with 
a veil over her face, a brocaded bonnet on her head, and 
k mantle that flowed from her shoulders to the heelsi 
The man was robust and well-proportioned, seemingly 
turned of forty, with a brownish complexion, large wnis* 
kers, and a well-furnished beard : in short, his mien was 
so genteel, that if he had been properly dressed, they 
would have taken him for a man of birth and quality. 

Soon as he entered the gate he called for a private 
apartment, and seemed very much concerned when he 
understood that all the rooms of the inn were engaged : 
however, he went to the lady in the moorish dress, and 
lifted her off in his arms. Upon this Lucinda, Dorothea, 
the landlady, her daughter, and Maritornes, flocked 
around her, their curiosity being excited by the novelty 
of the garb, which none of them had ever seen before ; 
and Dorothea^ who was always good-humoured, mannerly, 
and discreet, concluding that both she and her conductor 
were chagrined at their want of a chamber, spoke to her 
thus : '^ Be not uneasy, madam, at your want of accom- 
modation here ; it is the inconvenience of almost all inns : 
but if you will be pleased to partake with us, pointing 
to Lucinda, perhaps you will find that in the course of 
your journey you have been fain to put up with harder 
fare." The veiled lady made no answer, but only rising 
firom her seat, signified her thanks by crossing her hands 
upon her bosom, bending her body and bowing her head : 
so that from her silence they conjectured that she must 
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be a native moor^ and that she could not speak any 
Christian language. 

Her atttendant, who had hitherto been employed in 
something else, perceiving that the company had made- a 
ci^e about his companion, who could make no replies 
to their interrogations, said to them, ^^ Ladies, this youD^ 
woman understands little or no Spanish, and spesks rso 
language but that of her own country, so that she is in* 
capable of answering any questions you may have asked/' 
•^ We have asked no questions," said Lucinda, ^* but onhf 
made her an offer of our company for this night, with a 
share of our lodging and what accommodation is to be 
had; and this we tender with that hearty good will 
which obliges us to serve all strangers, especially those 
of our own sex who stand in need of our assistance/' 

^^ Dear Madam,'' replied the conductor, " in her name 
and in my own I return you a thousand thanks, and 
highly esteem your proffered favour, which on this 
occasion, and from such persons as your appearance pro«* 
claims you to be, must certainly be very kind aiid con* 
descending." *' Signor," said Dorothea, ^^ is this lady 
Christian or moor ? By her silence and her dress, we 
are induced to believe she is not what we could wish her 
to be." " In her body and dress," replied the stranger, 
'^ she is a moor, but altogether a Christian in her soul^ 
for she longs ardently to be a professed convert to our 
faith." " Then she is not baptized?" resumed Ludnda. 
" She has had no opportunity," said the captive, " since 
she quitted Algiers, which is her native country ; and 
hitherto hath never been in such imminent danger of her 
life, as to make it necessary before she is instructed in 
all the ceremonies enjoined by our holy mother church z 
but if it please Heaven, she shall be baptized very soon, 
with decency suitable to the quality of her p^son, whidi 
is greater than either her dress or mine seems to declare."* 

This intimation raised the curiosity of all the spec- 
tators to know who this moor and captive were ; but 
nobody chose to ask the question at that time, which 
seemed more proper for reposing themselves than relat- 
ing the history of their lives, Dorothea taking her by 
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tiie hand^ seated the stranger close by her side, and in* 
treated her to take off the veil ; she looked at her con* 
ductor as if she wanted to know what the lady desired^ 
and he told her in Arabic that they intreated her to be 
uncovered, at the same time advising her to comply with 
tiieir request She accordingly unveiled herself, and 
discovered a face so amiable, that Dorothea thought her 
handsomer than Ludnda, who in her turn gave her the 
preference to Dorothea ; and all present concluded, that 
if any creature upon earth could vie with them in beauty; 
it was this moorish lady, who, in the opinion of some of 
the company, excelled them both in certain particulars. 
As beauty, therefore, has the privilege and energy to 
conciliate minds and attract affections, every body present 
were seized with an inclination to serve and chensh the 
diarming moor. Don Fernando asked her name of the 
captive, who answered Lela Zorayda ; this she no sooner 
heard, than understanding the question which had been 
pat to the Christian, she pronounced with great eager- 
ness and sweetness of concern, ^' No, no Zorayda — Maria, 
Maria;" signifying that her name was Maria, and not 
Zorayda: these words, with the affecting manner in 
whicn they were expressed, brought tears from the eyes 
of some of the hearers, especially the women, who are 
naturally tended and compassionate. -Lucinda embraced 
her affectionately, saying, '^ Yes, yes, Maria :" and to 
this the moor replied^ '* Yes, Yes, Maria-^Zorayda Ma^ 
eange," which in the Arabic signifies No. 

Meanwhile it grew late, and the inn-keeper, by order 
of Don Femando's attendants, prepared with great dili- 
gence and care as good a repast as he could possibly 
provide: so that when supper-time arrived they sat 
down all together at a long hall-table ; for there was 
neither a round nor square one in the house : they forced 
the head and principal seat, in spite of all his excuses, on 
Don Quixote, who desired that the Princess Micomicona 
mijght sit by the side of her protector ; next to her, Lu- 
dnda and Zorayda placed diemselves, being fronted by 
Fernando and Cardenio, at whose left hand sat the cap- 
tive and the other gentlemen, while the curate and the 
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barber took their station close to the ladies. In this 
manner they supped with vast satisfaction^ which' was 
still increased, when Don Quixote leaving off eating; and 
inspired by the same spirit that moved him to harangn« 
among the goat^herds, began the following dissertation i 
*' Verily, gentlemen^ if it be duly ccmsidered, great and 
unexpected , events are seen by those who profess the 
order of knight-errantry. What inhabitant of this earth, 
if he should now enter the gates of this t^astle/ and be-^ 
hold lis seated in this manner, could conceive or credit 
that we ate what we are ? Who could imagine that this 
lady on my right hand is the great queen whom we ail 
know her to be, and that I am the Knight of the Rueful 
Countenance, so celebrated by the voice of fame ? Ncrw 
there is no manner of doubt that this exercise and art 
exceeds all others hitherto invented by man, and that it 
ought to be more esteemed, because it is more exposed 
to danger. Away with those who give letters the pre* 
ference over arms : I affirm, that such people, whosoever 
they are, know Hot what they say; for the sole reascai to 
which they adhere in this decision is, that the laiboior of 
the body is exceeded by that of the mind ; and that the 
profession of arms is altogether as corporeal as the exer* 
cise and office of a common day-labourer, that requiri^ 
nothing more than bodily strength ; as if that which 19 
called soldiership by us who profess it, did not inclirde 
acts of valour which none but persons of uncommon ge- 
nius could execute ; or as if the toil of a warrior, who 
has the charge of an army, or commands in a town that 
is besieged, doth not affect the mind as well as the body: 
is it to be supposed, that by mere corporeal strength he 
can penetrate and discover the intention of the enemy > 
To anticipate designs, baffle stratagems, surmount diffi- 
culties, and prevent tife mischief that is to be dreaded, 
are all efforts of the understanding, in which the body 
hath no share : if the profession of arms, therefore, re- 
quires genius, as well as that of letters, let us see which 
of the two requires most mental toil : and this question 
may be determined by considering the end and aim of 
each ; for that occupation deserves the highest esteem 
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windi hath the noblest purpose in view — ^the end and 
iscope of letters. I speak not here of that divine learning 
whose aim is to raise and conduct the soul to heaven j 
to an end so infinite no intention whatever can be com-« 
pared : I speak of human learnings the ultimate end of 
which is to regulate distributive justice^ render to evenr 
one his due^ and to understand and tp protect the equi* 
table laws ; an aim certainly generous and highly com- 
m^idablel yet not so deserving of the most sublime 
praise as the profession of arms, the object and the end 
of which is peace, the greatest good tnat mprtals can 
enjoy ; for the first blessed news which this world and 
mankind heard, were those pronounced by the angels on 
that night which was our day, when they sung in the 
air, ^ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace and 
good will towards men :' and the salutation which the 
best master either in heaven or upon earth taught his 
adherents and ^vourites ; which was to say, When they 
entered any house, ' Peace be to this house/ Nay, he 
himself at different times said, ' My peace I give unto 
you» My peace I leave with you. Peace be among 
vou ;' a jewel and legacy well worthy of him who lei\ 
It I a jewel, without which there can be no felicity either 
en earth or in heaven ! This peace is the genuine aim 
of war ; for arms and war are the same ; and this being 
taken for granted, the end of war is nobler than that of 
learning : wherefore, let us next consider the bodily toil 
sustained by each, that we may see on which side the 
balance lies in that particular." 

In this sensible manner did Don Quixote continue his 
discourse, from which nobody that heard him could dis- 
tinguish that he was mad: on the contrary, his audience 
consisting chiefly of gentlemen, to which title the pro- 
Mission of arms is annexed, they listened with great plea- 
sure, while he proceeded thus: 

^^ The hardships of a student, I say, are these: first of 
all poverty (not that all students are poor, but that we 
inay suppose the worst that can happen) ; and when I 
have named his indigence, the whole of his misfortune is 
mentioned ; for he that is poor can enjoy nothing that is 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 THE ACHISVEMENTS OF 

good^ but must endure necessity in all its forms^ somb^ 
times hunger^ sometimes cold, sometimes nakedness^ and 
often all three together : nevertheless^ his necessity is not 
so great but that he eats, though perhaps later than 
usual, or though he may feed upon the leavings of the 
rich, or which is the greatest misery to which a scholar 
can be reduced, go a sopping,* as they term it : then 
they are always admitted to some charitable person's 
fire-side or chimney-comer, where, if they cannot warm 
themselves efFectually, they may at least defy the oold^ 
aqd at night they sleep under cover. I need not de>^ 
scend to minute particulars, such as want of linen, 
scarcity of shoes, flimsy and thread-bare clothes, nor the 
surfeits which they so easily incur, when their good for* 
tune sets a plentiful table in their way. By this path, 
rough and difficult as I have already described it, after 
many tumblings, slidings, risings, and fallings, they at 
last attain to the wished degree ; which being gained. 
Me have seen many who have passed with a favourable 
gale of fortune through these quicksands and straits of 
Scylla and Charybdis : I say, we have seen many sudbi 
command and dictate to the wx>rld from a chair of state ; 
their hunger being changed into satiety; their cold into 
refreshment ; their rags into gay apparel ; and the mats 
on which they lay to the richest damask and finest hoi- 
land-^a recompense which their merit most justly 
enjoys ! but their labours, when fairly stated and com- 
pared, are infinitely short of the warrior's, as I shall now 
clearly demonstrate.'^ 



CHAPTER III. 

THE 'SEQUEX4 OF DON QUIXOTTE's CURIOUS DISeOUBSE ON 
THE SUBJECTS OF: liEAENING AND WAR. 

The knight proceeded thus : " Since we began with 
the student, representing his poverty in all its circum- 
stances, let us see if the soldier be more wealthy : and we 

* Alluding to the charity given at the gates of uon^teries. ' ' * " 
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^ball find that poverty itself is not poorer ; for he is re- 
stricted to his miserable pay^ which comes always late^ if 
ever, or to what he can plunder by force, with the immi- 
nent danger of his life and conscience ; and frequently 
his nakedness is such, that his slashed buff doublet serves 
him instead of coat, shirt, and all other parts of apparel. 
In a winter campaign, while he remains in the open field, 
he has nothing to mitigate the severity of the cold but 
his own breatii, which, as it proceeds from an empty 
place, must I believe be cold, contrary to all the rules of 
nature : but stay till the approach of night, when it is to 
be hoped his bed will make amends for all these incon- 
veniences ; and this, if it be not his own fault, will never 
.offend in point of narrowness, for he may measure as 
tnany feet of ground as he thinks sufficient, and there 
tumble about at pleasure, without any danger of discom- 
posing the sheets : then, instead of the day and hour of 
receiving the degrees of his art, comes the day of battle, 
in which his head is adorned with the doctoral tossle, 
made in form of a pledgit, to stuff the wound made by 
some ball, which perhaps hath gone through his temples, 
or left him maimed of a leg or arm : and even if this 
should not happen, but merciful Heaven guard and pre- 
serve him safe and sound, he continues as poor as ever : 
he must risk himself in several more rencounters and 
battles, and be victorious in each, before his circumstances 
be bettered; but these miracles rarely happen. Tell me, 
gentlemen, have you considered what a small proportioii 
diose who make their fortunes by war bear to those who 
perish in the field? Doubtless you must answer that 
there is no sort of comparison ; that the slain are scared 
to be numbered, while the living who are recompensed 
for their services may be comprehended within three 
figures of arithmetic* ■ The case of the learned is quit^ 
the reverse ;t for, one way or another, they are all pro- 

* t. e. Do not amount to 1,000, which is a number expressed by fbur 
figures. 

f The literal translation is, " From the skirts" (for I would not men- 
tion the sleeves). The Spaniards, instead of the English phrase by 
Hook or by Crook, use this of*' From the sleeves to the skirts;*' derived 
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vi4^ ; so that though the toil of a sddiar is gteateir^ Ms 
reward is much less. To this observation it may be re*- 
plied, that it is far more easy to reward two thousand 
scholars than thirty thousand soldiers ; for the first «re 
recompensed with offices Ivhieh must of course be be- 
stowed on people of their profession ; whereas the others 
efCn enjoy no reward^ except a share of the property be*- 
Ipnging to their master whom they serve ; even this ime» 
possibility strengthens my asseveration. 

'^ But waving that consideration^ which would leftd us 
into a most intricate labyrinth^ let us return to the pre^ 
eminence which arms have over leaming-«-*a point liitherto 
•undecided^ of such force are the reasons alleged on botJi 
sides of the question : one of which in favoiir of the last 
iSi that without letters the profession of anns could not 
b^ supported^ because there are laws to which war itself 
11^ subji^ct ; and all laws fall within the province of letters 
and learned men. To this observation the partizans of 
tbe oth^r opinion reply, that no laws could be maintained 
without arms, which preserve the constitution, defend 
kingdoms, guard cities, scour the highways, and dear 
th& seas of piratical corsairs. In short, that without arms 
all republics, kingdoms, monarchies, cities, joumies by 
land, and voyages by sea, would be exposed to the horror 
apd confusion that attend unbridled war, while it conti* 
nues in all its licentious privilege and. force. It is ifc 
general and established maxim, that every l^ing ought 
to foe esteemed in proportion to what it costs : now to be* 
come eminmit in letters, costs the student much time^ 
wdtching> hunger, naliedness, vertigoes, indigestion^ and 
their consequences, ivhich are in part mentioned above s 
but to acquire, in a regular manner, the character of a 
good soldier, 4 man ihust undergo all these inconvenieneeft 
|n an incomparably greater degree, because he is event 
moment in danger of losing his life. What fear of indU 

from the practice of tailors, who are supposed tp cfibbage from those parts 
of the habit in which there is the greatest qnantity> of cloth : bur ih^ 
knight's exception of sleeves on this occasion, seems to have proceeded 
from the supposition that poor scholars are |^eneraily provided for in the 
•church, and consequently wear cassocks, which descend to their heels. 
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geiice and poverty can seixie and harass the student's ap- 
prehension, equal to that which must possess the soldier 
besi^ed in a fortress^ who being placed centinel or guard 
in ^ome ravelin or cavalier,* perceives the enemy at work 
UDdbrminiiig the very spot whereon he stands, without 
daring to stir firom his post, or avoid the danger by 
which he is so imminently threatened ? All he can db, 
is to give notice of what passes to his captain, who must 
endeavour to baffle the foe by some countermine, while 
he remains upon the place in terror, and expectation of 
being suddenly whirled aloft into the clouds without 
wings, and of falling theilce headlong into the profound 
abyss: if this danger seems inconsiderable, let us see 
whether it be equalled or exceeded in the grappling of 
two gallies by their prows in the midst of me extended 
oeean; when they are locked and fastened into each 
other, and the soldier hath not an inch more than two 
ib^ of the beak to stand upon, while he sees himself 
tbresteoed and opposed by as many ministers of death 
aa there are cannon in the enemy's vessel, and these 
within a spear's length of his body ; and is sensible, that 
if his feet should chance to slip, he would instantly visit 
tJie profound bosom of the sea: yet, nevertheless, with 
an intrepid heart, incited and transported by honour^ he 
be«s the brunt of their whole artillery, and endeavours 
by that narrow passage to board the adverse vessel ; and 
what is very much to be admired is, that as soon as one 
&Us, nev^r to rise again till the general resurrection, a»« 
other oeenpies his place, and should he also drop into 
theses^ which like an enemy gapes to devour him, an* 
other, and another still succeeds, without the smallest 
i^ermisfficm ; an instance of gallantry and boldness the 
grfiHtest to be found in all the extremities of war. Hxppf 
weins the ages past, while strangers to those infernal in« 
BthuBents dr ardllerv, the author of which is, I firmly 
believe, now in heU, enjoying the reward of his diabo- 
lieal invention, that puts it in the power of an infkmous 
cofward to deprive ^e most valiant cavalier of lifb ; for 

■8 IH.H ' '■ ' - ■ ■ 1.1,11 . . I . I ,. .,-,., 

• Cavalier is an artificial mount raised on a fortress for the coiiTenience 
•f soqvring a fieid| or opposing a commanding work of tbe enemy. 
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ofteii in the heat of that courage and resolutioii that fires 
and animates the gallant breast, there comes a random 
ball, how or from whence no man can tell, shot off peiu 
iiaps4by one that fled and was afraid at the flash of his 
own accursed machine, and in an instant puts an end to 
the schemes and existence of a man who deserved to live 
for ages. This very consideration makes me ahnost own, 
that I am sorry for having chosen this profession of a 
knight-errant in this detestable age; for though no 
danger can daunt my resolution, it gives me some un- 
easiness to think that powder and shot may deprive me 
of the opportunity of making myself famous and re- 
nowned through the whole globe, tor the valour of my 
arm and the keenness of my sword : but let the will of 
Heaven be fulfilled ; if I accomplish my aim, I shall be 
more esteemed, because I have faced more danger than 
ever was incurred by the knights-errant in ages past" 

While the rest of the company were employed in eat- 
ing, this long harangue was uttered by Don Quixote, 
who never thought of swallowing a morsel; though 
Sancho frequently put him in mind of eating his supper, 
observing, that he would afterwards have time enough 
to say what he pleased. The hearers were moved with 
fresh concern at seeing a man, who, in every other, sub- 
ject seemed to have a large share of sense and discerUf 
ment, lose it so irrecoverably whenever the discourse 
turned upon the cursed mischievous theme of chivalry. 
The curate observed that there was a great deal of sea- 
son in what he had advanced in favour of arms ; and 
that he himself, though a graduate, consequently a. man 
x»f letters, was entirely of the knight's opinion- 
Supper being ended, and the table uncovered, while 
the landlady, her daughter, and Maritornes were busied 
in fitting up the garret of Don Quixote de la Mancha^ in 
which it was determined the three ladies should pass, the 
night by themselves, Don Fernando entreated the cap^ 
tive to recount the story of his life, which he imagined 
must be both uncommon and entertaining, from the spe- 
cimen they had already seen, in his arriving thus equip- 
ped in company with the fair Zorayda. To this requei^ 
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4iie Stranger answered^ that he would wiUingly ohey his 
command^ though he was afraid the company would not 
•find the relation to their liking ; but, nevertheless, rather 
than fail in point of obedience, he was ready to. make it 
The curate and whole company thanked him for his 
complaisance, and joined in the request ; and he^ seeing 
himBelf besought by so many, said there was no occasion 
for entreaties, where they might so effectually command* 
*' Lend me your attention, therefore, and you shall hear 
a true story, perhaps unequalled by those fictions which 
are usually adorned with all the curious and profound 
artifice of composition." 

At this preamble, all present adjusted and composed 
themselves: and he, perceiving the general silence in 
which they waited for the performance of his promisci 
began in this manner^ with a grave and agreeable voice. 



CHAPTER. IV. 

IN WHICH THE CAPTIVE BECOUNTS HIS LIFE AND 
ADVENTURES. 

'' In a certain place among the mountains of Leon my 
family had its origin, more beholden to the liberality of 
nature, thah to the smiles of fortune : though amidst the 
narrowness of circumstances which prevails in that 
country, my father had the reputation of being rich, and 
really was so, had he possessed the art of preserving, as 
he practised the means of spending his estate. This 
liberal and profuse disposition was owing to his having 
been a soldier in his youth ; the army being a school in 
which the miser becomes generous, and the benevolent 
man grows prodigal ; for a covetous soldier is a monster 
which is rarely seen. My father exceeded the bounds of 
liberality, and bordered upon those of prodigality; a 
disposition of very little service to a married man who 
has children to succeed him in rank as well as name, and 
he had no less than three, all of them sons, already at ah 
age to choose for themselves. The old gentleman, find'^ 
mg it impossible^ as he said^ to resist the bent of his 
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inelination^ was resolved to deprive himself of the meatid 
that induced and enabled him to spend so lavishlj, by 
giving up his estate ; as without money^ Alexander him*- 
self must have seemed frugal. 

'' One day> therefore, cidling us all three together into 
his chamber, he delivered himself in these or the like 
words : ^ Sons> to say I love you is no more than to say 
and know you are my own children : though it would 
seem that I do not love you, by squandering away the 
ffartuae which is your due : but that you may be hence-^ 
forward convinced that I love you like a true parent^ 
rather than seek your destruction like a stepfather, I am 
resolyed to execute a plan which I have formed a good 
while ago, ^nd digested with the most mature delibera- 
tion. You are now of an age to choose settlements for 
^ourselves^ or at least to pitch upon employments, which 
m your riper years may conduce to your honour and 
advantage. My intention is to divide my estate into four 
equal parts, three of which you shall receive among you 
in equal shares, without the least difference or distinc- 
tion ; and the fourth I will reserve for my own suste- 
nance and support, while Heaven will be pleased to pro- 
tract the days of my life. But after you. have received 
your portions, I should be glad to find you inclined to 
follow the paths which I shall propose. We have a say^- 
ing in Spain, which I believe is very true, as indeed all 
proverbs are, because they are short sentences^ dictated 
by long and sage experience ; that which I mean con** 
UiU9 no more than these words-^^< The church, the courts 
or the sea ;" as if it more fully expressed the following 
advic^^he that would make his fortune, ought eidier to 
dedicate bis time to the church, go to sea as a merchant, 
or attach himself to the court : for it is commonly ob» 
served, that '^the king's crumb is worth the baron's 
batch.'' This I mention, because I wish and desire that 
one of yon would follow letters, another merchandise* 
^d a third serve bis sovereign in the field, since it is 
difficult to obtain an office at court ; and although much 
wealth cannot be expected, there is a great deal of valour 
and reputation to be acquired in war. In eight days I 
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win give «ach of you hi8< share in ready money^ withtait 
d^auding you of one farthing, as you will see by my 
distribution. Tell me, therefore, if you are williog to 
follow my advice in what I have proposed/ said my 
father^ addressing himself to me as the eldest AHet 
haying dissuaded him from parting with his estate, and 
desired him to spend as much of it as he pleased, observ* 
ing that we were young men, and capable of making 
om* own fortunes, I concluded with-sa3dng, I will obey 
his will, and for my own part choose to serve God and 
my king, in adhering to the exercise of arms. My 
second brother made the same offer, proposing to set sail 
for the Indies, and employ his stock of ready money in 
traffic. The youngest, and I believe the wisest, said he 
would Qualify himself for the church, by going and 
finishing his studies at Salamanca. 

*' We having thus agreed in the choice o£ our different 
emplo3rments, our father embraced us all affectionately, 
and within the time he had proposed, performed his 
promise of giving us our portions^ which, to the best of 
my remembrance, amounted to three thousand ducats 
each : for an uncle of ours paid ready money for the 
whole estate, that it might not be alienated from the 
family. In one day all three took leave of our worthy 
father, when I, thinking it a piece of inhumanity to 
leave him so straitened in his old age, prevailed upon 
him tb accept two thousand of the three I had received^ 
as the remainder was sufficient to accommodate me with 
all the necessaries of a soldier. Each of my brothers; 
induced by my example, gave him back one-third of 
their shares, so that he remained possessed of four thou<* 
sand ducats in cash, and the value of three thousand 
more in land, which he did not choose to sell. At length, 
I say, we took leave of him, and that uncle whom I have 
mentioned, not without great concern and many tears on 
all sides; they charging us to seize every opportunity of 
making them acquainted with our adventures, either in 
prosperity or adversity. Having given this promise, 
and received their embraces and blessing, one took the 
road to Salamanca, another went to Seville, and I set 
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out for Alicant, where I understood there was a ship 
taking in a lading of wool for Genoa. Two-and^twenty 
years are now elapsed since I left my father's house ; and 
during all that time^ though I have written several let* 
ters^ I never received the least information concerning 
him or my brothers. What hath happened to me widiin 
that period^ I will now briefly relate. 

^^ Embarking at Alicant^ I had a favourable passi^ 
to Genoa, from whence I went to Milan, where I pro- 
vided myself with arms and some gay miHtary furniture. 
Then I departed for Piedmont, with a resolution of en* 
listing in the service ; and being upon the road to Alex* 
andria de la Paglia, was informed that the great Duke of 
Alva was on his march into Flanders. Upon receiving 
this intimation, I changed my design, attended him to 
the Low Countries, served in all his campaigns, and was 
present at the death of the Counts Egmont and Horn. 
There I obtained an ensign's commission in the company 
of a famous captain of Guadalajura, whose name was 
Diego de Urbina: but after I had been some time in 
Flanders, the news arrived of the league between his 
holiness. Pope Pius the Fifth, of happy memory, and 
the Spanish monarchy, against their common enemy the 
Turk, who about that time had, by means of his fleet, 
made a conquest of the famous island of Cyprus, which 
was under the dominion of the Venetians — a most la* 
mentable and unfortunate loss. It was certainly known 
that the most serene Don John of Austria, natural brotlier 
to our good King Philip, was to be general of this league ; 
and the vast preparations for this war were publicly re* 
ported. All these rumours raised and excited within 
me the desire and resolution of being present in a cam- 
paign of such expectation; and though I had strong 
hopes, and indeed certain promises of being promoted to 
the rank of a captain as soon as a vacancy should happen, 
I chose to quit that prospect, and go, as I actually did» 
to Italy ; and luckily for me, Don John of Austria was 
then at Genoa, just going to embark for Naples, in order 
to join the Venetian fleet, which he afterwards found at 
Messina. In short, I served in that most happy cam* 
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pai^, and was advanced to the rank of captain of foot^ 
vhK^ honourable post I obtained more by good fortune 
than merit; and that day which was so fortunate for 
Christendom^ on which the world was convinced of the 
&aor they had espoused^ in believing the Turks invin-r 
rible by sea; on that day, I say, when the Ottoman 
pride and insolence was humbled and broke, among so 
many happy Christians there present, (and sure those 
who fell were happier than the living victors !) I alone 
was unfortunate ; for instead of receiving a naval crown, 
which would have been my reward had I lived in the 
Roman ages, on the night that succeeded that glorious 
day, I found myself a captive loaded with chains ; and 
and this was the cause of my misfortune : Uchali, King 
o£ Algiers, a bold and fortunate corsair, having attcked 
and mastered the capitan galley of Malta, in which 
there remained only three knights alive, and these de- 
sperately wounded ; the vessel commanded by John 
Andrea Doria, in which my company was stationed, 
hastened to her relief, and I doing my duty on that 
occasion, leaped into the enemy's ship, which disengaging 
herself immediately from our galley that was grappled 
with her, my soldiers were prevented from Allowing 
their officer, and I found myself alone among my foes, 
whom, by reason of their numbers, I could not resist, 
therefore was obliged to submit, after having been al- 
most covered over with wounds: and Uchali, as you 
have heard, gentlemen, having saved himself with his 
whole squadron^ I remained his prisoner, the only sad 
person amidst die general joy, and captive among so 
many that were set free; for full fifteen thousand 
Christians, who came into the action chained to the 
Turkish oars, that day recovered their long wished for 
liberty. 

^^ I was carried to Constantinople, where Selim the 
grand Turk created my master general of the sea, for 
having done his duty in the battle, and as a proof of his 
valour, brought off the high standard of Malta. Next 
year, which was that of seventy-two, I rowed in the 
capitan galley of the three lanthorns at Navarino, where 
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I; saw and observed the Christians lose the opportunity 
of taking the whole Turkish fleet in the harbour ; for all 
the Levantines and Janizaries belonging to it laid their 
account with being attacked in port^ and had actually 
got ill readiness their knapsacks and passainaques^ whidb 
are a kind of shoes^ in order to go on shore^ and se^ 
their safety in flighty without waiting for the assault ; 
such was tne con^rnation that prevailed among them i 
But Heaven ordained things to happen in another man-* 
n^^ not through any error or neglect of the general who 
commanded the expedition^ but on account of the sins of 
Christendotn^ it being the will and permission of God 
that we should never want executioners to chastize us. 
In short> Uchali retreated to Modon^ which is an island 
ahnost contiguous to Navarino^ where he disembarked 
his men^ fortified the mouth of the harbour, and remain- 
ed until Don John set sail on his return. In this expe« 
dition the galley called the Prize, commanded by a son 
of the famous corsair Barbarossa, was taken by the 
capitan galley of Naples, called the She- wolf, the com- 
mander of which was that thunderbolt of war^ that 
father of his soldiers, that fortunate and invincible chief, 
Don Alvaro de Basan, Marquis of Santa Cruz ; and I 
cannot help mentioning what happened at the taking of 
this prize : the son of Barbarossa was so cruel, and 
treated his captives so inhumanly, that when the rowers 
perceived the She- wolf ready to board, and in a fair way 
of taking her, they quitted their oars all at once, and 
seizing the captain, who stood upon the stentrel,* calling 
to them to row lustily, they tossed him forwards from 
bench to bench, and hit him so severely as he went 
along, that before he passed the mainmast his soul passed 
into hell. Such was his barbarity, as I have already ob- 
served, and such the revenge which their hatred to him 
inspired. 

" We returned to Constantinople, and during the foU 
lowing year, which was seventy-three, understood that 
Don John had taken Tunis, wrested that whole kingdom 

* The stentrel, or estenterol, is a post that supports the awning of the 
poop. 
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from the Turks^ and put Muley Hamet in possessiori of 
the whole ; thus cutting ofi* all the hopes of a restoration 
f\roia Muley Hamida, die most valiant and^ most cruel 
Moor of his time. The grand signor was deeply affected 
with his loss^ and practising that sagacity which is pecu- 
liar to all those of his family, clapt up a peace with the 
Venetians^ who were much more desirous of it than he. 
Next year^ being seyenty-four, he attacked the goleta 
and fort^ which Don John had left half-finished^ near 
Tunis : and on all these occasions I was present, being 
tied to the oar without the least hope of freedom, espe- 
cially by ransom • for I was resolved not to write to my 
father, on account of my misfortune. At length the 
goleta said fort were bodi lost, having been besieged by 
seventy-five thousand Turkish soldiers regularly paid, 
and upwards of four hundred thousand Moors and Arabs 
from the other parts of Africa; this multitude being pro- 
vided with a vast quantity of warlike stores and ammu- 
nition, and attended with such a number of pioneers, 
that by throwing handfulls of earth, they might have 
covered both the places they came to besiege. The 
goleta, which had been counted impregnable, was first 
taken ; not through any fault of the besieged, who per- 
formed all that men could do in its defence ; but be- 
cause experience shewed that trenches could be made 
with ease in that loose sand, under which, though water 
was commonly found at the depth of two spans, the 
Turks at that time dug as many fathoms, without find- 
ing one drop ; and so filling a vast number of sacks, 
raised their works so high as to overlook the fort ; then 
mounting this cavalier with cannon, kept such a firing as 
rendered it impossible for the garrison to make any ^ 
longer defence. It was a common opinion that our 
troops ought not to have shut themselves up in the 
goleta, but opposed the disembarkation in the plain : 
however, those who talk in that manner speak at ran- 
dom, and must be persons of small experience in s^ch 
aflPairs : for if the whole garrison in both places scarce 
amounted to seven thousand soldiers, how could such a 
small number^ though ever so valiant^ take the field, and 

VOIi. II. D 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 

at the same time defend the fort against such a multi- 
tude of foes ! and how could the forts be possibly main- 
tained without supplies in an enemy's country, when 
they were hemmed in by such a numerous and obstinate 
army ? But others thought, and I am of the same opi^ 
nion, that Heaven manifested a particular grace and 
favour to Spain in permitting them to destroy that ren- 
dezvous and pretence of mischief, that sink, sponge, ahd 
devourer of infinite sums of money, which were there 
unprofitably spent, without serving any other purpose 
than that of preserving the memory of its being the most 
happy conquest of the invincible Charles the fifth ; as if 
it was necessary for those stones to support his fame, 
which is already inmiortal. The fort was also yielded ; 
though the Turks won it by inches ; for the garrison be- 
haved with such gallantry and resolution, that in twp- 
and-twenty general assaults, the enemy lost upwards of 
twenty-five thousand men ; and of the three hundred 
Spanish soldiers that remained alive, they did not make 
one prisoner who had not been wounded during the 
siege : a clear and certain proof of the obstinate valour 
with which the places were defended. A small fort, or 
tower, that stood in the middle of the lake, under the 
command of Don Juan Zanoguera, a Valentian knight 
and celebrated soldier, surrendered upon terms: but 
Don Pedro Puertocarrero, general of the goleta, was 
made prisoner ; and though he did all that man could 
do in defence of the place, he was so deeply affected by 
the loss of it, that he died of grief on the road to Con- 
stantinople, whither they were carrying him captive. 
The general of the fort, whose name was Gabrio Cerbel- 
lon, a Milanese gentleman, a great engineer and excel- 
lent soldier, was likewise taken prisoner ; and in these 
two forts perished many persons of note, among whom 
was one Pagan d'Oria, a knight of St. John, a gentle- 
man of a most generous disposition, as appeared from his 
excessive liberality to his brother, the famous Juan An- 
drea d'Oria ; and what made his death still more lament- 
able was, that he perished by the hands of some Arabs, 
to whom, seeing the fort already lost, he trusted himself. 
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relying upen their promise^ to carry him disguised in a 
Moorish dress to Tabarca^ which is a small port or set- 
tlement belonging to the Genoese^ who fish for coral on 
that part of the coast ; but those perfidious Arabs cut off 
his head, which they carried to the general of the Turkish 
navy who fulfilled upon them our old Castilian proverb, 
which imports, that though we love the treason we abhor 
the traitor ; for it was reported that he ordered them all 
to be hanged, because they had not brought him alive." 

'* Among the Christians who were taken in the fort, 
was one Don Pedro de Aguilar, a native of some town 
in Andalusia, who had been an ensign in the garrison, a 
soldier of great worth and rare endowments, particularly 
blessed with a happy talent for poetry. This circum- 
stance I mention, because it was his fate to belong to our 
galley, where he was my companion at the oar and fel- 
low-slave ; and before we departed from that harbour, he 
composed two songs by way of epitaph upon the goleta 
and the fort As i have them both by heart, I believe 
it will not be disagreeable to the company if I repeat 
them." 

When the captive mentioned* Don Pedro de Aguilar, 
Don Fernando looked at his companions, who smiled, 
and when the stranger was going to repeat the songs, one 
of the three said to hiip, '^ Before you proceed, I beg the 
favour to know what became of that Don Pedro de Agui- 
lar ?" '* All that I know of the matter," replied the captive, 
*' is, that after having staid two years at Constantinople, 
he made off in the habit of an arnaut,* with a Greek 
spy ; but I do not know whether or not he obtained his 
liberty, though I believe he succeeded ; for about a year 
after I saw the same Greek at Constantinople; but I had 
not an opportunity to inquire about the success of their 
scheme." " Then I can satisfy you in that particular," 
resumed the cavalier ; " Don Pedro is my brother, and 
now lives at home in good health and easy circum- 
stances, blessed with a wife and thr«e hopeful sons." 
'* Thanks be to God for the great mercies bestowed upon 

* A Dalmatian trooper. 
D 2 
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him !" answered the captive ; '• for in my opinion there 
is no happiness on earth equal to that of liberty regain- 
ed." ** Besides/' said the gentleman^ *' I retain in my 
memory the songs which my brother composed." " Be 
so good, then," replied the stranger, *' as to entertain the 
company with them : for, doubtless, you can repeat 
them more perfectly than I can." '* With all my heart," 
said the cavalier, " that upon the goleta runs thus." 



CHAPTER V. 

THE CONTINUATION OF THE CAPTIVB's HISTORY. 
I. 

Ye happy shades, whose deeds renown'd, 
Have freed you from encumb'ring clat ; 

From this low scene where woes abomid, 
Ascending to eternal day. 

II. 

With glorious zeal your bosoms glow'd, 

Your bodies brgy'^d excessive toil : 
Your blood with that of Pagans flow'd, 

To drench the hostile barren soiL 

III. 

Your lives but not your courage faird, 
Death sealed your just victorious claim : 

Enjoy, still honour'd and bewail'd. 
Immortal happiness and fame. 

" These are the very words which I remember," said 
the captive. " And if my memory does not fail me,*^ 
replied the gentleman, *' the other upon the fort is this." 



Lo ! from yon ruins on the desert plain, 
Oppress d with numbers in th' unequal fight, 

Three thousand souls of Christian warriors slain. 
To happier regions wing'd their joyous flight. 

II. 

Yet not before, in vun, they had essay 'd 
The force and vigour of their dauntless arms ; 

'Till wearied and reduc'd, though undismay'd. 
They welcom'd death encompass'd with alarms, 
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III. 

On Afric^s coast, as records tellf 

The scene of past and present woes, 
More valiant bodies never fell, 

More spotless spirits never rose. 

The son^s were not disliked^ and the captive rejoicing 
at the good fortune of his comrade^ proceeded thus in his 
narration :— - 

'* Thegoleta and the forts being taken^ the Turks ordered 
the first to be dismantled^ the other being quite demolish- 
ed before it was surrendered ; and that this might be 
done with the less trouble and greater dispatch^ it was 
undermined in three parts ; but they could by no means 
blow up the old walls, which seemed to be the weakest 
part^ while that which was executed by Fratin, was de- 
stroyed with great facility. In short, liie victorious fleet 
returned in triumph to Constantinple, where in a few 
months happened the death of my master Uchali, who 
went by the name of Uchali Fartax, which in the lan- 
guage of that country signifies the scabby renegado ; for 
such he actually was, and it is a custom among the Turks 
to bestow epithets upon people, derived either from some 
defect or virtue inherent in them: this method they prac- 
tise, because they have but four families distinguished by 
particular names, and these are descended from the house 
of Ottoman : so that the rest, as I have observed, adopt 
some appellation either from the blemishes of the body^ 
or the virtues of the mind. This leper, therefore, tugged 
at the oar during fourteen years as slave to the grand sig- 
nor; and when he was turned of thirty -four apostatized, 
out of resentment against a Turk who struck him at the 
oar, renouncing his religion that he might be able to re- 
venge the affront. Such was his gallantry and conduct, 
that without practising those vile steps and methods by 
which the sultan's favourites are raised, he was promoted 
to the throne of Algiers, and afterwards created general 
at sea, which is the third post in the empire. He was a 
native of Calabria, a man of good morals, and behaved 
with great humanity to his slaves, who, to the number o^ 
three thousand, were at his death, in consequence of his 
i^st will, divided between his renegadoes and the grand 
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signor^ 'who is also co-heir with the children of all his 
deceased subjects. I fell to the share of a Venetian, who 
had been a common sailor when he was taken; and 
Uchali had such an affection for him that he enjoyed the 
greatest share of his favour, and became the most cruel 
renegado that ever was known. This man, whose name 
was Azanaga, acquired great riches, and even succeeded 
to the crown of Algiers, to which place I accompanied 
him from Constantinople with some degree of satisfaction 
at the thoughts of being so near my own country ; not 
that I intended to send home an account of my unhappy 
fate, but to see if fortune would not prove more favour- 
able at Algiers than at Constantinople, where I had laid 
a thousand schemes for my escape, without having an op- 
portunity of putting one of them in execution : but I was 
in hope of finding at Algiers some other more effectual 
means of obtaining that which I so ardently desired ; for 
the hope of gaining my liberty never forsook my breast : 
on the contrary, when all my pains, efforts, and expecta^ 
tions miscarried, far from abandoning myself to despair, 
I endeavoured to find out some new expedient, which 
though ever so frail and unsubstantial, served to support 
my spirits and flatter my imagination. Thus I made 
shift to live within a house or prison, called a bath, in 
which the Turks confine the Christian captives, whether 
belonging to the king or private persons, or of that class 
which they call magazine-slaves : these are the captives 
of the council, who serve the state in public works and 
other kinds of day labour ; and find great difficulty in 
obtaining their freedom, because they belong to the com- 
munity, and have no particular master with whom they 
can treat concerning their ransom, even though they can 
command money for the purpose. 

'^ In these baths, as I have already said, some private 
persons lodge their slaves, especially when their ransom 
is agreed upon; and there they remain secure and at 
their ease until it arrives. Neither do the king's cap- 
tives, who are to be ransomed, go out to work with the 
rest of the crew, except when the money is delayed; and 
then, that they may be induced to write with more im- 
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portunity^ tliey are sent out with the rest to cut wood, an 
office of no small mortification and toil. As they knew 
I had been a captain, I in vain assured them that I had 
neither interest nor money ; they put me into the num- 
ber of those who were to be ransomed, loading me with 
a chain, rather to denote my condition than to secure my 
person ; so liiat I spent my time in that bath, among a 
great many cavaliers and people of fashion, who were 
thus marked and designed for ransom ; and though we 
were sometimes, nay almost always, exposed to hunger 
and nakedness, nothing gave us so much pain as to hear 
and see upon every occasion the new and unheard-of 
cruelties which my master exercised upon the Christians. 
He was every day hanging one, impaling another, maim- 
ing a third, upon such slight occasions, frequently with- 
out any cause assigned, that the Turks themselves owned 
he acted thus out of mere wantonness of barbarity, as 
being naturally of a savage disposition, and an inveterate 
enemy to the whole human race. The person who used 
the greatest freedom with him was a Spanish soldier, 
called such-a-one de Saavedra, who though he did many 
things which those people wiU not soon forget, in at- 
tempting to regain his liberty, he never gave him one 
blow, nor ordered him once to be chastized, nor even chid 
him with one hasty word ; and yet the least of all his 
pranks was sufficient, as we thought, to bring him to the 
stake : nay, he himself was more than once afraid of 
being impaled alive. If time would permit, I could here 
recount some of that soldier's actions, which, perhaps, 
might entertain and surprise you more than the relation 
o£ my own story. 

" But to return to the thread of my narration : just 
over the yard of our prison were the windows of a rich 
and principal moor ; but according to the custom of the 
country, they were rather like peep-holes than windows, 
and even these covered with very thick and close lat- 
tices. One day I chanced to be on the terrace of our 
jail with three of my companions, passing the time in 
trying which of us could leap farthest in our shackles, 
the rest of the Christians bemg gone out to work : I ca- 
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pually lifted up my eyes^ and perceived a cane witii a 
handkerchief tied to it^ held out at these little openings 
I have mentioned^ and waving to and fro, as if by way 
of signal for some of us to go and catch it« This object 
was no sooner observed, than one of my companions ran 
hastily to the place that was directly undCT it, to see if 
the cane would be dropped, or what would be the con- 
sequence: but when he arrived it was pulled up, and 
moved irom one side to another, as if a man would (sig- 
nify his dissent from any proposal, by shaking his head : 
when the Christian returned, the cane was lowered again 
with the same motion as at first ; upon which another of 
our company tried the experiment, but succeeded no 
better than ^e first ; a third went, and miscarried like 
the other two. Observing their disappointnient, I was 
resolved to try my fortune also ; accordingly, I had no 
sooner placed myself under the cane, than it was dropped^ 
and fell down within the bath, just at my feet. I snatch- 
ed it up immediately, and untied the handkerchief, in 
which I found a knot containing ten zianins, which are 
pieces of bad gold, current among the moors, each of 
them valued at ten rials of our money. It would be 
superfluous to say that I rejoiced at this windfall : in- 
deed, my joy was equal to my surprise ; for I could not 
conceive from whence that present could come, espe- 
cially to me ; the circumstance of the cane's being re- 
fused to every other person, plainly shemng that the fa- 
vour was intended for me. I pocketed this lucky sum, 
broke the cane, returned to the terrace, and looked at 
the window, through which appeared a very white hand, 
that opened the lattice, and hastily shut it again : from 
this circumstance we understood, or at least imagined, 
that we owed the present to some lady who lived in that 
house ; and, in token of thanks, made our obeisance in 
the moorish manner, by bowing the head, bending the 
body, and crossing the hands upon the breast. Soon 
afler this ceremony a small cross, made of cane was held 
out at the window, and immediately withdrawn : a sig- 
nal which confirmed us in the opinion that we were be- 
friended by some Christian woman, who livoi as aalave in 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DON QUIXOTE. 41 

diat house ; but this Buppositicm was changed when w^ 
reflected upon the whiteness of the hand^ and the brace- 
lets which we had perceived; and then we concluded 
that she must be one of those Christian reneffadoes whom 
their masters frequently take to wife, and even think 
themselves fortunate in having such an opportunity ; 
for they esteem them much more than the women of 
their own nation : but all our conjectures were wide of 
the truth. 

*' From this day forward our whole entertainment was 
to gaze at the window, as the north in which the star of 
the cane had appeared : but full fifteen days elapsed be- 
fore w« had' another glimpse either of that or the hand, 
or indeed of any other signal : and during the interval, 
though we endeavoured by all the means in our power 
to learn who lived in that house, and whether or not there 
was a Christian renegado in it, we never could get any 
other information but that it belonged to a rich moor of 
great note, called Agimorato, who had been alcaide of 
Pata, an office of great honour among that people : but 
when we least expected another shower of zianins, the 
cane re -appeared all of a sudden with another handker- 
chief^ and a larger knot than before; and this occurrence 
happened as formerly, when none but ourselves were in 
the bath : we made the usual experiment ; each of my 
three companions going towards it, as at first, without 
suQoesB, until I approached, and then it was immediately 
dropped. I untied the knot, within which I found forty 
crowns in Spanish gold, and a paper written in Arabian 
characters, with a large cross at the head of the paffe : 
I ki«sed the sacred sign, put up the money, returned to 
the terrace, where we made our obeisance: the hand ap- 
pearing again, I made signs that I should read the letter^ 
and then the window was shut. We were equally pleased 
and perplexed at this event ; for none of us understood 
Arabic ; and although our impatience to know the con- 
tents of the paper was very great, the difficulty of finding 
an interpreter was still greater : at length I determined 
to tirust a renegado, a native of Murcia, who had pro- 
fessed himself my friend, and given me such pledges of 
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his fidelity as obliged him to keep any secret I should 
think proper to impart : for those renegadoes who intend 
to return to Christendom usually carry about with them 
certificates signed by the principal captives^ attesting, in 
the most simple form they can devise, that such a rene- 
gado is a honest man, who hath always been obliging to 
the Christians, and is desirous of making his escape with 
the first opportunity. Some there are who procure these 
testimonies with a good intention ; others use them oc- 
casionally as the instruments of their craft ; for going to 
rob and plunder on the Christian coasts, if they should 
chance to be shipwrecked or taken, they produce their 
certificates, and observe that these papers will shew the 
real design of their coming on a cruize with Turks, 
which was no other than to take the first occasion of re- 
turning to their native country ; by these means they 
escape the first fury of resentment, and are reconciled to 
the church without suffering the least damage: but when 
they see their opportunity they return to Barbary, and 
re-assume their former way of life : whereas those who 
procure recommendations with a good design, make use 
of them accordingly, and remain in peace among the 
Christians. Such a renegado was this friend, who had 
obtained certificates from all my companions, conceived 
in the strongest terms of confidence and applause ; for 
which, had he been detected, the moors would have burnt 
him alive. I knew that he could both speak and write 
the Arabian tongue ; but before I would disclose the 
whole affair, I desired him to read that paper which I 
had found by chance in a corner of my cabin. He opened 
it accordingly, and having pored and perused it a good 
while, muttering between his teeth, I asked if he under- 
stood the contents.'^ He answered in the affirmative, 
bidding me, if I chose to have the literal meaning, furnish 
him with pen and ink that he might translate it more 
exactly. I accordingly accommodated him with what he 
desired, and when he had made an end of the translation, 
at his own leisure, he said, ' This that I have written in 
Spanish is the literal meaning of that moorish paper ; 
and you are to take notice, that wheresoever you meet 
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with the words Lela Marien^ they signify our lady the 
blessed virgin/ 

" The paper contained these words :— ^' When I was a 
child my father had a woman slave, who in my own lan- 
guage taught me the Christian worship, and told me di- 
vers things of Lela Marien. This Christian died, and I 
am sure her soul did not go to the fire, but to Alia ; for 
I saw her twice after her death, and she advised me to 
go to the land of the Christians, where I should see Lela 
Marien, by whom I was beloved. I knoWnot which way 
to go : many Christians I have seen from this window ; 
but not one who seems so much a gentleman as yourself. 
I am very beautiful and young, and have a great deal of 
money in my possession ; if thou canst find out any me- 
thod of carrying me to thy country, thou shalt there be 
my husband, if thou art so inclined ; but if that be con- 
trary to thy inclination, I shall not be uneasy, for Lela 
Marien will provide me with a spouse. I write this with 
my own hand ; let nobody read it but such as you can 
trust Beware of the moors : for they are altogether de- 
ceitful: therefore, I am very much concerned, for I 
would not have it disclosed to any person whatever ; be- 
cause if it should come to my father's ears, he would in- 
stantly cause me to be sunk in a well and covered with 
stones. I will fasten a thread to the- cane, to which thou 
mayest tie thine answer ; and if thou hast not a proper 
person to write for thee in Arabic, let me know by signs, 
for Lela Marien will help me to understand thee. May 
she and Alia preserve thee by means of this cross, whicn 
I often kiss, according to the direction of my deceased 
dave.' 

" You may easily conceive, gentlemen, whether or not 
we were surprised and rejoiced at the contents of this 
paper. Indeed, the symptoms of joy and admiration ap- 
peared so plain in our benaviour, that the renegado sus- 
pected it was not found by accident, but actually written 
and addressed to one of our company. He accordingly 
intreated us to tell him if his conjecture was true, pro- 
testing that we might safely trust to his fidelity, and 
assuring us if we would favour him with our confidence. 
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be would ventare his life in procuring our freedom. So 
sayings he pulled firom his bosom a crucifix of metal^ 
and with many tears, swore by the Grod represented 
under the form of that image, in whom he, though a 
wretched sinner, faUy and faithfully believed, that he 
would be trusty and secret in every thing we should 
please to communicate ; f<Mr he firmly believed, and as it 
were prognosticated, that by means of her who had 
written the paper, we should all obtain liberty, and he 
accomplish that which he had so much at heart, namely, 
his re-admission into the bosom of his holy mother 
diurch, from which he through his ignorance and guilt 
had been, like a rotten member, divided and cut off. 
This declaration he made with so many tears and signs 
of repentance, that we unanimously agreed to entrust 
him with the afiair, and accordingly gave him an account 
of every thing that had happened, without suppressing 
one circumstance ; and shewed him the window at which 
the cane had appeared, so that from thence he took his 
mark of the house, resolving to inform himself, with 
great care and caution, of the name and quality of those 
who lived in it. Meanwhile, we were all of opinion that 
there was a necessity for answering the billet ; and there 
being a person present who could perform that office, the 
renegado that instant wrote in Arabic what I dictated, 
which was literally as I shall now repeat ; for of all the 
material circumstances of that affair, not one hath escaped 
my memory, which will retain them all to my last breath. 
In short, this was the answer which I sent to the beauti« 
ful Moor : — 

' My dear lady ! 
' Mayest thou be protected by the true Allah, and that 
blessed Mary, liie real mother of God, who because she 
loves thee, liath put it into thy heart to go to the land of 
Christians: beseech her, therefore, that she will be 
pleased to teach thee how thou mayest obey her com- 
mands ; for she is so benevolent that she will grant thy 
request. For my own part, and in behalf of those who 
are my fellow-pnsoneirs, I pr<Hnise to serve thee with our 
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whole jpower, even unto death. Fail not to write and 
give me notice of what thou shalt resolve to do^ and 
I will always answer thy letters ; for the great Alia hath 
favoured us with the friendship of a Christian captive^ 
who can speak and write thy language^ as thou wilt per- 
ceive by this paper : wherefore thou mayest communicate 
thy will and pleasure to us without fear. As to thy offer 
of becoming my wife when thou shalt be safelv settled 
in the land of the Christians^ I pledge myself tnine^ on 
the faith of a good Christian ; and know^ that those of 
our religion perform their promises more punctually than 
the Moors. God and his mother Mary take my dear 
lady into their holy protection.' 

" This letter being written and sealed^ I waited two 
days until the bath was empty, and then went to the 
usual place on the terrace to look for the cane, which in 
a little time appeared. I no sooner perceived the sign, 
though I could not see who made it, than I held up the 
letter to make her understand that she should fasten a 
thread to the cane; but that was already done, and 
I tied the paper to it accordingly. In a little time our 
star appeared again, loaded with the white flag of peace ; 
which being dropped, I took it up, and found in it dif- 
ferent coins of gold and silver, to the amount of fifty 
crowns, whicK increased our satisfaction fifty-fold, and 
confirmed us in the hope of obtaining our freedom. That 
same night our renegado returned, and told us he was 
informed the house was inhabited by that same Moor 1 
have mentioned under the name of Agimorato, who was 
excessively rich, and had only one daughter to inherit his 
whole fortune ; that by the current report in the city 
she was the most beautiful woman in Barbary ; and that 
many of the viceroys who went thither had demanded 
her in marriage, but she would never yield her consent ; 
he likewise understood that she had once a Christian 
slave, who had died some time ago : so that all these cir- 
cumstances agreed with the contents of her letter. We 
then consulted with the renegado about the means ot 
transporting ourselves with the Moorish lady into Chris- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



46 THE ACHIETSMENTS OF 

tendom; and at length we came to the resolution of 
waiting for another intimation from Zorayda^ which is 
the name of her who now desires to be called Maria ; 
for we plainly perceived that by means of her, and no 
other, we should be enabled to surmount all the dif- 
ficulties that occurred. 

^^ Having come to this determination^ the renegado 
bade us give ourselves no uneasiness; for he would 
either procure our liberty or forfeit his own life. The 
bath being full of people during four days, no cane ap- 
peared all that time ; at the end of which, the usual 
solitude prevailing, we perceived it, with a handkerchief 
so pregnant as to promise a most happy birth. I stood 
under it ; the whole was dropped as usual, and I found 
in the handkerchief another paper with one hundred 
crowns in gold, without any mixture of other coin. The 
renegado being then present, we carried him to our cabin, 
where we desired him to read the letter, which he inter- 
preted in these words : — 

' I know not, dear sir, how to give directions about 
our passage into Spain ; nor hath Lela Marien told me, 
though I have earnestly implored her assistance. But 
what may be easily effected is this: I will from this 
window furnish you with a great quantity of money ; so 
that you may ransom yourselves and your companicms, 
and going to the land of the Christians purchase a bark, 
with which you may return for the rest ; and you will 
find me in my father's garden, which is by the gate of 
fiarbazon, close to the sea-side. There I shall be during 
the whole summer with my father and servants; and 
from thence you may in the night carry me to the bark 
without fear. But remember thou shalt be my hus- 
band ; otherwise I will pray to Marien to chastize thee. 
If thou canst depend upon no other person for pur- 
chasing the bark, ransom thyself for diat purpose. I 
know thou wilt be more apt than any other body to 
return, because thou art a gentleman and a Christian. 
Be sure to inform thyself well about the garden. When 
I see thee walking where thou art at present, I shall 



dbyGoogk 



DON QUIXOTE. 4? 

know the bath is empty^ and provide thee with more 
money. 

^ AUa preserve thee^ my dear gentleman/ 

*' These were the contents and purport of the second 
paper^ which being read in presence of us all^ each pro- 
posed himself as the person to be ransomed^ promising 
to go and return with the utmost punctuality ; I like- 
wise offered myself for that purpose. But the renegado 
opposed the proposal^ sayings that he could by no means 
consent that one should be set free before we had all ob- 
tained our liberty ; because experience taught him^ how 
ill those who are free perform the promises they have 
made in their captivity : for prisoners of note had often 
practised the expedient of ransoming one of their num- 
ber to go to Valencia or Majorca with money to pur- 
chase an armed bark and return for his compamons ; but 
they never saw his face again : for having once obtained 
his own liberty, the dread of losing it again by return- 
ing blots all manner of obligations out of his remem- 
brance. As a confirmation of the truth of what he 
alleged, he briefly recounted a case which had lately 
happened to some Christian gentlemen, attended with 
the strangest circumstances ever known even in these 
parts^ where the most uncommon and surprising events 
occur almost every day. In short, he told us the most 
practicable and prudent scheme was, to give him the 
money we should receive for our ransom, with which he 
would purchase a bark at Algiers, under pretence of be- 
coming merchant, and trading to Tetuan and the other 
places on that coast; and that being master of the vessel, 
he would soon contrive the means of disengaging us 
from the bath, and getting us all on board : espedaUy if 
the Moorish lady should perform her promise in supply- 
ing us with money sufficient to pay the ransom of our 
whole company ; in which case, being no longer slaves, 
we might embark with the greatest ease and safety even 
at noon day. The greatest difficulty that occurred was 
the backwardness of the Moors to allow a renegado to . 
purchase or command a vessel, unless it be a large 
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cruizer for pirating ; because they suspect, espedally if 
he be a Spaniard, that his sole motive in buying a siaall 
bark is to make his escape into Christendom : but he un< 
dertook to remedy that inconvenience, by giving a share 
of the bark and profits of the merchandize to a Tagarin 
Moor ; by which means he should be master c^the bark, 
and of consequence, have it in his power to accomplish 
the whole affair. 

'^ Although, in the opinion of me and my companions, 
there was no better plan than that of sending to Majorca 
for a bark, as the moorish lady had proposed, we durst 
hot contradict the sentiments of the renegado, lest he 
being disobliged by our acting contrary to his intentic»i, 
should make a discovery of our correspondence with the 
fair moor, and endanger not only our lives but also that 
of Zorayda, for which we would have willingly sacrificed 
our own. We therefore determined to rely upon God 
and the renegado ; and immediately wrote an answer to 
Zorayda, importing that we would adhere in every thing 
to her advice, which was as prudent as if it had been dic- 
tated by Lela Marien ; and that it; depended solely upon 
her either to hasten or retard the negociation : pledging 
my faith anew to become her spouse. In consequence 
of this hjtimation, the very next day, when the bath 
happened to be empty, she at different times, by means 
of the cane and handkerchief, transmitted two tnousand 
crowns in gold, with a paper signifying, that on the first 
Juma, which is Friday, she should set out for her father's 
garden, but before her departure supply us with more 
money ; and desired us to inform her if we should find 
that msufficient; for she would give us as much as we 
could desire, her father having such vast sums that he 
would never be sensible of what she took, especially as 
all his keys were in her possession. We immediately 
accommodated the renegado with five hundred crowns 
for the purchase of the bark : with eight hundred more 
I ransomed myself, depositing the money with a Valen- 
tian merchant then residing at Algiers, who bargained 
for my ransom with the king, and obtained my freedom, 
upon giving his word to pay the money on the arrival of 
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the first ship from Valencia ; for if he had paid it imin€« 
diately, the king would have suspected that the ransom 
had been some time at Algiers, and that the merchant 
had hitherto detained it for his own convenience. Iii 
short, my master was so contentious, that I durst by no 
means disburse the money at once. On the Thursday 
before the fair Zorayda removed to her father's country 
house, she gave us another thousand drowns, and ap- 
prised us of her departure ; intreating me, as soon as I 
should be ransomed, to make myself acquainted* with 
her father's garden, and find some opportunity of going 
thither to see her. I answered in few words, that I 
would obey her in every thing, desiring she would fer- 
vently recommend us to Lela Marien in all those prayers 
which she had learned of the slave. 

*' This affair being transacted, means were concerted 
for ransoming my three companions ; lest seeing me at 
liberty, and themselves confined, since I had money 
enough to procure their freedom, they should be cha- 
grined and tempted by the devil to do something to the 
prejudice of Zorayda : for although their honour and in- 
tegrity might have secured me against any such appre- 
hension, i would not run the smallest risk, and therefore 
took care they should be ransomed by the same channel 
through which my liberty was obtained ; depositing the 
whole sum required in the merchant's hands, that he 
might with more certainty and confidence act the part of 
their bondsman ; though we never disclosed to him our 
secret commerce with Zorayda, for fear of what might 
happen. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THB CONTINUATION OF TBB CAPTIVE's ADVENTURBS. 

*' Before fifteen days had elapsed, our renegado had 
purchased a stout vessel, capable of containing thirty 
persons at least; and to secure what he had done with a 
favourable pretext, he made a voyage to a place called 
Sargel, about thirty leagues from Algiers towards the 
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coast of Oran^ where there is a great traffic of dried figs : 
and he made two or three trips of this kind in company 
with the Tagarin moor akeady mentioned. The m6ors 
of Arragon are in Barbary called Tagarins^ and those of 
Grenada go by the name of Mudajares ; though these 
last are in the kingdom of Fez callea Elches^ being the 
people whom the king chiefly uses in his wars. I say 
then; in every passage the renegado brought his bark to 
an anchor in a small creek, within two bow-shots of 
Agimorato's garden ; and there purposely employed him- 
self and his moorish rowers, in practising the Zala j * or 
attempted that in jest which he intended to execute in 
earnest. He went frequently to Zorayda's garden on 
pretence of asking fruit, which he always received from 
her father, though he did not know him : but although, 
as he afterwards owned, he wanted to speak with Zo- 
rayda, and tell her that he was the person appointed by 
me to carry her off to the land of the Christians that she 
might be satisfied and secure of his fidelity ; he never 
had an opportunity of executing his design: for the 
moorish women avoid the sight of their own countrymen 
and the Turks, unless when they are commanded to ap- 
pear by their parents and husbands ; though they talk 
and converse with Christian captives, even more freely 
than decency allows. I should have been very much 
concerned had he spoke with her, because it would, per- 
haps, have given her great uneasiness to see renegadoes 
entrusted with the affair ; but God, who ordained all for 
the best, gave him no opportunity of fulfilling his well- 
meaning intention. 

" Perceiving how securely he traded to and from Sar- 
gel, and anchored when, where, and how he pleased, his 
partner submitting to his direction in all things; and 
that I being ransomed there was nothing wanted but 
some Christians to row, he desired me to pick out those 
who should accompimy me, exclusive of my friends who 
were ransomed, and bespeak them for the Friday follow- 
ing, which he had appointed for the day of our departure. 

* Zala or Sala Is the Moorish salutation. 
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Seeing bim thus determined^ I spoke to 9. dozen Spa- 
niards^ all of them able-bodied rowers^ and people who 
eould easily get out of the city: and indeed it was no 
small difficulty to find so many at that conjuncture; for 
no fewer than twenty gallies being then out upon the 
cruise^ almost all the rowers were employed^ so that I 
should not have found those I have mentioned, had not 
the^ master staid at home that summer to finish a vessel 
which he had on the stocks. AU I said to them was, 
that next Friday in the evening they should slily slip out 
of the city, one by one, and betake themselves to Agimo- 
ratp's garden, where thev should wait my coming; and 
I directed every one by himself, if he should meet with 
other Christians at the rendezvous, to say nothing, but 
that I had ordered him to wait for me in that place. 

'^This point being settled, another precaution still 
more necessary remained untaken; this was to advertize 
Zorayda of the situation of our affairs, that she might be 
prepared and guarded against surprize at our sudden 
assault, before she could think it possible that the Chris- 
tie bark was arrived. Resolved, therefore, to seek and 
speak with her, if possible, one day before our departure 
I went to the garden, on pretence, of gathering some 
herbs : and the first person I met was her father, who 
spoke to me in a language used through all Barbary, and 
even at Constantinople, between the captives and the 
moors ; it is neither Arabic nor Castilian, nor indeed 
peculiar to any nation, but a mixture of different tongues, 
by which we make shift to understand each other. I 
say, he asked in this sort of jargou who I was, and what 
I wanted in his garden ? . I answered that I was a slave, 
belonging to Amaute Mami, who I knew to be an inti- 
mate friend of his ; and that I wanted a few herbs for a 
sala^. . In consequence of this answer, he inquired whe- 
ther or not I was to be ransomed, and what my master 
demanded for my freedom / And while we were thus 
conversing together, the fair Zorayda came out into the 
garden. She had ^ready perceived me from a window 
of the house ; and as the moorish women make no scruple 
of shewing themselves to Christians, with whom, as I 
e2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



53 TH£ ACHIEYBMEKTJS OF 

have already observed^ they are nort at dl bW^ she, with* 
out any hesitation, walked towards the place where I 
was standing with her father, who no sooner saw her, 
than he called at a distance, desiring her to come up. It 
would be a difficult task for me at present to describe the 
exceeding beauty, the genteel mien, the gay and rich 
ornaments with which my beloved Zorayda then pre- 
sented herself before mine eyes ; I shall only observe, 
that the pearls about her beauteous neck and ears outf- 
numbered the hairs of her head. On her ancles, which 
were bare, according to the custom of the country, she 
wore carcaxes (by which name the bracelets for the feet 
are called in the Morisco language) of the purest gold, 
set with such a quantity of diamonds, that she afterwards 
told me her father valued them at twenty thousand du^ 
cats ; and those she wore upon her wrists were of equal 
richness. The pearls, though in such a vast nuniber, 
were extremely fine ; for the greatest pride and magnifi- 
cence of the moorish women lie in pearls and embroidery; 
consequently there is a greater quantity of pearls and 
seed-pearls in Barbary than in aU the other nations of 
the world, and Zorayda's father had the reputation of 
possessing the greatest number and the best in Algfers, 
together with a fortune of two hundred thousand Span- 
ish crowns, of all which, she who is now mine was once 
mistress. Whether with the assistance of all these orna- 
ments, she appeared beautiful or not, and what she must 
have been in her prosperity, may be conjectured by what 
remains after the great fatigues she hath undergone ; for 
it is well known, that the beauty of some women hath 
its days and seasons, and is diminished or increased 
according to the circumstances that happen ; being im- 
proved or impaired, nay, often totally destroyed by the 
passions of the mind. In short, she approached in all 
the pomp of dress, and all the excess of beauty ; at least 
to me she seemed the most beautiful creature I had ever 
seen ; which circumstance, joined to the obligation I lay 
under, made me look upon her as an angel sent from 
heaven for my delight and deliverance. When she 
came up, her father told her in their own language that 
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I was a captive belonging to his friend Arnaute Mami^ 
and had come for a salad ; upon which she took up the 
4iscourse; and in that jumble of languages before men- 
tioned^ asked if I was a gentleman^ and why I did not 
ransom myself ? I answered, that I was already ransom* 
ed^ and that she might see in what esteem I was with mv 
master^ by the sum he received for my freedom, which 
was no less than fifteen hundred, sultanins. To this 
observation she replied, ' Truly, if thou hadst belonged 
to my father, he should not have parted with thee for 
twice the sum ; for you Christians always dissemble, and 
call yourselves poorer than you really are, with a view 
of imposing upon the Moors/ ' That may be sometimes 
the case, madam,' said I, ' but I adhere to the truth in 
bargaining with my master, and will deal honestly with 
all mankind.' She then asked how soon I intended to 
depart, and I answered, ^To-morrow, I believe: there 
is a French ship in the harbour, to sail in the morning, 
and I have some thoughts of taldng my passage on board 
of her.* ' Had not you better stay until the arrival of a 
vessel from Spain,' said Zorayda, 'than trust yourself 
with the French, who are no good friends of yours }' 
' No, madam,' answered I ; ' though as there is a Span- 
ish ship expected, if she arrives immediately, I believe I 
shall wait for her : but it is more likely that J shall sail 
to-morrow, for the desire I have to see myself in my na- 
tive country, with those I love, is too strong to let me 
wait for any other convenience, let it be ever so good.' 
* Without doubt,' said Zorayda, ' thou art married in thy 
own country, and therefore desirous of being with thy 
wife.* 'I am not yet wedded,' I replied, / but under, 
promise of being married at my return.' * And is the 
woman beautiful to whom thou hast pledged thy faith?' 
said she. ^So beautiful,' answered I, Hhat to compli- 
ment her, and tell thee the truth, she is the exact resem- 
blance of thyself.' 

'^ Her father laughed heartily at this declaration, 6ay« 
ing, * Truly, Christian, she must be very handsome 
iia^ieed^ if &he resembles piy daughter, who is the most 
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beautiful woman in this kingdom : look at her, and thou 
wilt see whether or not I speak truth/ 

" In the greatest part of this conversation Agimoratd 
served as interpreter for his daughter, lie being better 
acquainted with this spurious language, which though 
she understood a little, in consequence of its being much 
spoke among the moors, she explained her meaning by 
signs oftener than by words. 

'' While we were engaged in this and other such con- 
versation, a moor ran towards us, crying aloud that four 
Turks having got through the pales, or leaped over the 
garden wall, were gathering the fruit, though it was not 
yet ripe. At this information the old man and Zorayda 
started; for the moors are ' commonly, and as it were 
naturally, afraid of the Turks, especially the soldiers, 
who are so insolent and imperious to their moorish sub- 
jects, that they treat them worse than if they were slaves. 
Accordingly, the father said to Zorayda, ' Daughter, re- 
tire to the house and lock thyself up, while I go and talk 
to those dogs; and thou. Christian, (turning to me) ga- 
ther thy herbs and depart in peace ; and Alia send thee 
safe into thy own country.' I made my obeisance, and 
he went in search of the Turks, leaving me alone with 
Zorayda, who pretended to go homeward, according to 
her father's desire; but no sooner was he out of sight, 
among the trees of the garden, than she came back with 
her eyes drowned in tears, saying, ' Amexi, Christiano, 
amexi !' the signification of which address is, ^ Thou art 
going away. Christian, thou art going away!' 'Yes, 
madam,' answered I, 'but by no means without you : 
on the next Juma expect me, and be not afraid when 
you see us ; for we shall certainly go to the land of the 
Christians.' I made shift to express myself in such a 
manner that she understood this and every thing else 
that I said ; and throwing her arm about my neck, began 
to walk towards the house with a slow and faltering^ 
pace : but it pleased fortune, which might have provfed 
very unlucky, had not Heaven otherwise ordained, that 
while we walked in this attitude, with her arm about my 
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ne<^/ we were observed by her father, on His return 
from having sent away the Turks ; and we immediately 
perceived ourselves discovered. Nevertheless, Zorayda, 
prompted by her discretion and presence of mind, would 
not take her arm from my neck ; but, on the contrary, 
Goming closer to me, let her head drop upon my bosom, 
and her knees sink under her, as if she was fainting ; 
while I seemed to support her with a sort of strained 
civility. 

'' Tlie father seeing his daughter in this situation, ran 
towards us with great ccmcern, and asked what was the 
matter: but she making no reply, ^Doubtless,' said he, 
she hath fainted with ^e fright occasioned by the inso- 
lence of those dogs.' Then taking her out of my arms, 
he supported her in his own; whue she, fetching a deep 
sigh, the tears still continuing in her eyes, repeated* 
'Amexi, Christiano, amexi:' 'Begone, Christian, be- 
gone.' f There is no necessity for the Christian's depar- 
ture,' said the father, ' he hath done thee no harm ; and 
as .the Turks, are gone already, be not disturbed : thou 
hast no cause to be uneasy, for as I have already said, 
the Turks at my entreaty went out as they had come in/ 
' Indeed, sir,' said I, ' they have discomposed her very 
much, as you observe ; but since she desires me to go, I 
will not stay to give offence. Peace be with you. I will, 
with your permission, return to this garden for herbs, if 
tliey should be wanted ; for my master says there are 
n<me better to be found in any otlier place.' 'Thou may- 
est come as often as thou wilt,' answered Agimorato ; 
^ ^at'oiyriiit^ghter'vajrr is siet out of Resentment to thee 
or jiBy otheriGfaristian ; but instead of bidding the Turks 
begone,, she applied the words to thee, or else thought it 
T^9A time for 'thee to go and gather thy herbs.' I then 
took leave of them both ; and she, as if her soul had been 
rent from her body, went away with her father ; while I, 
on pretence of culling ' my sidad, went round the whole 
garden at mv pleasure, observing all the entri^ and 
outlets, * together with the strength of the house, and 
every convenience that might tend to facilitate our pur- 
pose.. 
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" HaVihg thus reconnoitred^ I went and communicated 
my observations to therenegado and the rest of my oom^ 
panions^ longing eagerly for the hour of seeing myself io 
peaceable possession of the blessing which fortune prew 
sented in the beauteous and charming Zorayda. ^t 
length the intervening time elapsed^ and the long wished*, 
for day and period arrived^ when all of us^ folio wing the 
order and plan which had been otbesa canvassed^ and at 
last settled^ after the most mature deliberation^ our.desixes 
were happily accomplished. On the Friday after I had 
spoken with Zorayda, Morrenago, which was the renega-^ 
do's name^ anchored his bark at night-fall opposite to the 
place where my charming mistress resided; and the 
Christians who were to row, in 'consequence of my di» 
rections lay already concealed in different comers all 
around the place, waiting for me with impatience, joy,; 
and desire of attacking the vessel .which was in view ; 
for they were ignorant of our confederacy with the rene* 
gado, and believed that they must win and maintain their 
liberty by force of arms, in killing all the moors who be» 
longed to the bark : wherefore, as soon as I and my 
companions appeared, those who were hid came and 
joined us immediately, about the time when the city 
gates were shut ; so tnat not a soul was to be seen in the 
fi^s. Being all met together, we were in some doubt 
whether we snouldgo immediately for Zorayda, or first of 
all secure t&e moorish rowers belonging to the bark« 
While we hesitated on this point, the renegade arriving; 
asked what we waited for ; observing, that now was the 
time, the moors being altogether unguarded, and the 
greatest part of them actually asleep: we told him the 
subject of our doubt ; upon which he assured us that it 
was of the greatest consequence to make ourselves first 
masters of the bark, a precaution which might be easily 
taken without running the least hazard ; and then we 
could go in quest of Zorayda with greater security. Hi9 
advice was unanimously approved ; and, therefore, with* 
out farther delay, we followed him as a guide to the 
vessel, into which he leaped, and drawing a scymitary 
called in the moorish language, ' Let none of you stir oi^ 
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MED of death/ The Christians ^ere at his back in aii 
uistant ; while the moors^ being naturally pusillanimous^ 
liearing their master talk in this manner^ were seised 
with constematian ; and as there were few or no arms oa 
boards suffered themselves^ without the least resistance^ 
to be fettered by the Christians, who performed this office 
nvith infinite dexteri^ and dispatch^ threatening to put 
them all to the sword if any one of them should raise Ais 
voice or attempt to make the least noise. 

" This scheme being executed^ we left one half of our 
number to guard them, and with the rest, using the re* 
n^ado still as our guide, went to Agimorato's garden** 
door, which fortunately opened with as much ease as if 
it had not been locked ; so that, without being perceived/ 
we proceeded to the house with great silence and com*' 
posure. The adorable Zorayda, who stood waiting for 
us at a window, no sooner perceived people at the door, 
than she asked with a low voice if we were Nazarini ? 
winch in their language signifies Christians* I replied 
in the affirmative, desiring her to come down : when she 
knew my voice she made no delay, but without answer*^ 
ing one syllable came down in a moment, opened the 
door, and appeared so beautiful and richly dressed as to 
surpass all description. Transported at the sight, I took 
her hand and kissed it most devoutly : the renegado and 
my two companions did the same, and the rest, though 
ignorant of the occasion followed our example, thinking 
we expressed our thanks and acknowledgments to her as 
the instrument of our deliverance. The renegado asked 
in the Moresco tongue if her father was in the house >- 
and she assuring him that he was asleep in his own 
apartment ; ' Then it will be necessary,' said Morrenago, 
' to -wake and carry him off, together with every thing 
of value in this agreeable habitation.' ^ Touch not my 
fiither,' said she, * and take my word for it, there is no-» 
thing valuable in this house but what I have secured, 
which is enough to make you all rich and happy : stay a 
little and thou shalt see/ 

'^ So saying, she went back into the house, protesting 
she. would immediately retum^ and desiring, us- tq 
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m^ke no lioise. I then asked the reiiegkdo what had 
passed between them^ and when he told me, charged 
him to do nothing that should be disagreeable to Zoray-* 
da, who soon returned with a coffer so full of golden 
crowns, that she could scarce support the weight : but 
our evil fortune ordained that her father should wake in 
the interim and hear a noise in the garden ; upon which 
he started up, and running to the window, no sooner 
perceived that we were all Christians, than he began to 
bawl in Arabic with vast vociferation, ^ Christians! Chris- 
tians ! thieves ! thieves I' and his cries threw us all into 
the utmost terror arid confusion : however, the renegado 
seeing the danger we were in, and how much it imported 
him to achieve the enterprize without being detected, ran 
up to Agimorato with infinite agility, being accompanied 
with some others of our company, as I could not leave 
Zorayda, who by this time had fainted in my arms : in 
short, those who entered the house managed him so well, 
that in a moment they brought him down, with his hands 
tied, and a handkerchief in his mouth to hinder him from 
crying, threatening all the while that if he presumed to 
speak it would cost him his life. His daughter covered 
her eyes, that she might not see her father in that condi- 
tion; while he was astonished at sight of her,^ little 
thinking how willingly she had put herself in our power; 
and our feet being then more necessary than our hands, 
we with great industry and dispatch returned to the 
vessel, where we were expected with impatienoe by those 
we had left, who had begun to fear we had met with 
some mischance. 

" Before two hours of the night had elapsed, we were 
all safe on board/ where we untied the hands of Zoray- 
da's father, and took the handkerchief out of his moud), 
though the renegado commanded him again to be silent 
on pain of death. Seeing his daughter sdso in our power, 
he began to sigh most bitterly, more especially as he 
perceived her lie quietly in my arms, without resisting, 
complaining, or the least appearance of constraint: but 
he was fain to hold his tongue; lest the renegado should 
put his repeated threats in execution. Zorayda noWv 
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seeing us embarked^ and on the point of manning the 
oars, while her father and the other Moors remained 
fettered as prisoners among us^ bade the renegado desire 
in her name that I would be so good as to dismiss 
the Moors^ and set her father at liberty ; for she would 
rather throw herself into the sea^ than behold a parent 
who loved her so much^ dragged into captivity on her 
account. Morrenago having made me acquainted with 
her request^ I consented to the proposal ; but he said it 
was by no means expedient^ because should we leave 
them there they would instantly alarm both town and 
country ; so that some light frigates would be sent out in 
pursuit of us^ and then we should be so beset both by 
sea and land^ that it would be impossible for us to 
escape : he proposed^ therefore, to set them at liberty on 
the iirst Christian land he should make. We were all of 
the same opinion^ which was also embraced by Zorayda^ 
to whom he imparted the reasons which hindered us 
from complying immediately with her desire ; then each 
of our valiant rowers laid hold of his oar with joyy 
silence, and alacrity^ and recommending ourselves to the 
protection of Gk)d, we took our departure, directing our 
course tow^ards the island of Majorca, which was the 
nearest Christian land ; but the north wind beginning to 
blow^ and the sea becoming roUgh, it was impossible to 
steer our course^ and we were obliged to row along shore 
towards Oran^ not without great apprehension of being 
discovered from the town of Sargel, which lies upon that 
coasts about sixty miles from . Algiers ; we were also 
afraid of meeting in those parts with some of the gallies 
which frequently come thither from Tetuan to' trade; 
though each of us singly,/ and all of us together pre- 
sumed, that if we could fall in with a merchant-vessel 
not fitted out or manned for a corsair, far from losing our 
liberty again, we should make> ourselves masters of a 
ship in which we might perform our voyage with more 
security. While we thus coasted along, Zorayda lay 
with her head in my bosom, that she might not see her 
father in distress ; and I could hear her imploring Lela 
Marien to assist us in our design. t 
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** When we had J^owed about thirty miles^ day break'* 
ing discovered that we were about three gun-shots dis- 
tant from the shores of a desert country^ where not 
a dou] appeared to detect us : but for all that we plied 
hard to get a little farther off to sea^ which was now 
somewhat calmer ; and having made about two leagues, 
directed the men to row by tums> that we might refresh 
ourselves with the provisions^ of which we had plenty in 
the bark ; but the rowers said it was then no time to be 
idle, and desired the rest to bring them victuals, which 
they would eat while at work, protesting that they would 
by no means quit their oars : this hint was accordingly 
taken, and a fresh gale springing up, we were obliged to 
lay aside our oars, and make sail directly for Oran ; for 
it was impossible to follow any other course. All this 
Was done with great expedition : we sailed at the rate of 
eight miles in an hour, without any other dread than 
that of falling in with some corsair. We ordered some 
victuals to be given to the Moors, who were consoled by 
the renegado's telling them that they were not slaves, 
and should have their freedom with the first oppor* 
tunity: the same declaration he made to Zorayda's 
father, who answered ' I might expect any other, favour 
from your generosity and courteous behaviour, O Chris- 
tians ! but you must not think me so simple as to believe 
you will give me my freedom ; for you would never have 
run such risk in depriving me of it with a view of 
restoring it so liberally ; especially when you know who 
I am, and the advantage you may reap from my ransom, 
which if you will now propose, I here promise to pay 
to your utmost demand for myself and this unhappy 
daughter, or for her alone, who is the better piart of 
my soul.' 

*^ So 8a3ring, he wept with such bitterness as moved us 
all to compassion^ and obliged Zorayda to lift up her 
eves, when seeing the tears trickle down from his aged 
cheeks, she was melted^ and rising from the place where 
I supported her, went to embrace her father ; then join* 
ing her face to his^ the two uttered such a tender lamen- 
tation as drew tears of symjiathy from the eyes of almost 
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all tliose i^ho heard it ; but when Agimorato perceived 
lier so gaily dressed^ with all her jewels about her^ he 
said^ with some surprise in their language^ ' What is. the 
meaning of all this finery^ my child ? Last nighty before 
this terrible misfortune happened^ I saw thee in thy 
ordinary and common dress; but now^ though dioU 
faadst neither time nor any happy tidings to solemnize 
with such ornaments and finery^ I see thee decked in all 
the richest apparel I could contrive or bestow upon thee 
'while fortune was much more favourable than at present ! 
Answer me in this particular^ at which I am more con- 
cerned and surprised than at the mishap which hath be- 
&llen us.' The renegado interpreted to us all that the 
Moor said to his dau^htei^^ who made no answer to his 
question : but when he saw on one side of the bark the 
coffer in which she used to keep her jewels^ which 
he knew he had left at Algiers when he moved to his 
country-house^ he was still more confounded^ and asked 
how that casket had fallen into our hands^ and what it 
contained ? To this question the renegado replied^ with- 
out waiting for Zorayda's answer^ ' You need not weary 
yourself, signor^ in putting so many questions to your 
daughter, for I can satisfy you in one word : know then 
that Zorayda is a Christian ; that she hath filed off our 
chains, and converted our captivity into freedom ; that 
she came hither of her own accord, and is now, I bdieve, 
as well satisfied with her present condition as one de- 
livered from darkness to nght, from death to life, and 
from affliction to triumph.' ^ Daughter,' cried the Moor, 
* is that which he affirms true ?' 'Yes,' replied Zorayda. 
' That thou art actually a Christian, and the very person 
who hath put thy father into the hands of his enemies !' 
resumed the old man. ' I am a Christian, 'tis true,' said 
Zorayda, ' but not the person who reduced you to this 
situation ; for my desire never extended so far as either 
to leave or render you unhappy, my sole intention being 
to provide f<Mr my own welfare.' ' And how hast thou 
provided for it, my child }' replied the father. ' Put that 
question to Lela Marien,* said she, ' who will inform you 
better than I can.' 
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" Scarce had these words reifched the ears of Agimo- 
rata^ than with incredible agility he darted himself head- 
long into the sea^ where without all doubt he must have 
perished, had not his large entangling robes helped to 
keep him afloat Zorayda^ shrieking, begged we would 
save her father ; upon which we all exerted ourselves, 
and laying hold of his upper garment, pulled him on 
board, already half drowned, and deprived of all sensa- 
tion ; when she was so much affected with his condition, 
that she uttered a tender and doleful lamentation over 
him, as if he had been actually dead. Having tamed 
him upon his face, a great quantity of water ran out of 
his mouth, and he recovered the use of his senses in the 
space of two hours, during which the wind shifting, we 
were driven towards the shore, -and by main dint of row- 
ing kept from running aground ;^ but by good fortune 
we arrived in a creek formed by a small creek or pro- 
montory, known among the Moors by the name of Cava 
Rumia, which signifies the wicked Christian woman; 
there being a tradition among them that * Cava, on whose 
account they lost their possessions in Spain, is interred in 
that place ; for Cava in their language implies a wicked 
woman, and Rumia signifies Christian : so that they look 
upon it as a bad omen when they are obliged by neces- 
sity to drop anchor here, and except in ca^es of emer- 
gency they never attempt it ; though to us it was by no 
means the shelter of a wicked woman, but a secure har- 
bour in stormy weather. Having placed centinels on 
shore, without quitting our oars, we made another meal 
of what the renegado had provided ; and prayed heartily 
to God and the blessed Virgin to favour and assist us in 
bringing such a fortunate beginning to a happy conclu- 
sion. We then determined, at the entreaty of Zorayda> 
to set her father and the Moors whom we had fettered on 
shore, because she had not resolution enough, nor could 
her tender disposition endure to see her parent and 
countrymen in the condition of captives ; we according- 

♦ Cava or Caba, daughter of Count Julian, Count of Ceuta, was vio- 
lated by Roderick, King of Spain, and in order to revenge this injury, 
the fatlier called the Saracens into that kingdom in the year 712. 
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ly promised to gratify her desire at our departure^ since 
i/re ran no risk in setting them an liberty it that unin* 
ha]i>ited place. 

'^ Our prayers were not so vain as to he rejected by 
Heaven^ that sent a favourable wind and a smooth sea^ 
inviting us to proceed with alacrity in the voyage we had 
undertaken. This we no sooner perceived, than unbind- 
ing the Moors, we put them all on shore one by one, to 
their no small astonishment ; but when we came to dis- 
miss Zorayda's father, who by this time had recovered 
the entire use of his senses, — ^ Christians,' said he, ^ do 
you think that bad woman rejoices at my freedom through 
filial piety ? No, surely, but merely to'be rid of the check 
which she would receive from my presence in seeking to 
gratify her vicious desires. Do not imagine that she 
hath been induced to change her religion because she 
believes that the Christian faith is preferable to ours? No, 
she hath apostatized, because she understood that in your 
country she might indulge her loose inclinations more 
freely than in her own.' Then turning to Zorayda, 
while I and another Christian held him fast, that he might 
not commit some desperate action, he said, ' O infamous 
wretch^ and ill-advised maiden ! what blindness and dis- 
traction hath prompted thee to put thyself in the power 
of these dogs, who are all our natural foes ? Cursed be 
the hour in which thou wast engendered ? and cursed be 
the gaiety and indulgence in which I brought thee up !' 

'* Perceiving that there was no likelihood of his enaing 
his exclamations for some time, I presently set him on 
shore^ where he proceeded with his reproacnes, impreca- 
tions, and complaints, imploring the mediation of Maho- 
met with Alia, to confound, overwhelm, and destroy us ; 
and when we had sailed out of hearing, we could per- 
ceive him act his despair, pulling his beard, and rolling 
himself upon the ground ; nay, once he raised his voice 
in such a manner, that we could distinctly hear him pro- 
nounce, ^ Return, my beloved daughter I return to the 
shore ; I forgive all tnat is past : leave with these men the 
money which they already have in their possession, and 
return to comfort thy disconsolate father, who, if thou 
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forsakest him, will lie down and breathe his last upon this 
barren sand. This pathetic address was heard by Zoray- 
da^ who lamented his affliction with the utmost sensilnli- 
ty, though she coidd make no other reply than this :— - 
' Alia grants my dear father^ that Lela Marien^ who was 
the cause of my conversion, may console you in your dis* 
tress ! Alia knows that I could not do otherwise than I 
have acted, and that these Christians owe nothing to any 
particular good*will I bore them ; for if I had not assist^ 
ed and accompanied them in their escape, but remained 
at home with you, it would have been impossible for me> 
in consequence of the earnest solicitation of my own soul, 
to execute that which, in my opinion, is as righteous as 
it is infamous and wicked. in yourV But these words 
never reached the ears of her father, whom by this time 
we could not perceive : I therefore endeavoured to con- 
sole my amiable mistress, while the rest were intent upon 
our voyage, which was so much favoured by a fair wind^ 
that we laid our account with being next day on the coast 
of Spain. 

^^ Bat as good fortune seldom comes pure and single, 
unattended or unpursued by some troublesome and unex-* 
pected circumstance, it was ordained by Heaven, perhaps 
in consequence of the curses imprecated by the moor upon 
his daughter ; for such curses are to be dreaded let the' 
parent be what he will, — I say. Heaven ordained that 
when we were a good way off, at sea, with a flowing 
sheet, three hours of the night being already spent, the 
oars lashed up, because the fair wind made it unnecessa- 
ry to use them, and the moon shining with remarkable 
Inrightness ; we perceived a large round vessel with all 
her sails out, steering a little upon the wind, right ath- 
wart our hawse, and so near tnat we were obliged to 
shorten sail, that she might not run foul of us, while she 
clapped her helm a-weather tliat we might have time to 
pass : those upon deck hailed us, asking who we were, 
whence we came, and whither bound : but as they spoke 
in French, the renegado said, ' Let no man answer ; uies^ 
are French privateers, who make prize of every thing 
tliat falls in their way. 
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*' Thus cautioned, we made no reply, but sailed on, 
leaving the ship a little to windward, when all of a sud- 
den they discharged two pieces of cannon, loaded in all 
appearance with chain-shot ; for one of them cut away 
our mast in the middle, which with the sail fell overboard 
into the sea ; and the other coming a moment after, took 
us amidships, and laid the side of the bark entirely open, 
without doing any other mischief. Seeing ourselves 
gcring to the bottom, we began to cry aloud for asdist- 
aoce, beseediing the people in the ship to save us from 
perishing : then they brought to, and hoisting out their 
boat or pinnace, it was instantly manned by a dozen of 
Frenchmen, well armed with their muskets and lighted 
match, who rowing up to us, and seeing how few we 
were, as also that our bark was on the point of founder- 
ing, took us in, observing, that this misfortune had hap- 
pened because we had been so uncivil as to refuse an 
answer to their hail : while the renegado, without being 
perceived, took up the coffer in which Zorayda's treasure 
was contained, and threw it into the sea. In short, we 
went on board with the French, who, when they had in- 
formed themselves of every thing we could impart for 
their purpose, as if they had been our enemies, plundered 
us of all that we had, taking from Zorayda the very 
bracelets she wore upon her ancles : but their behaviour 
to her gave me the more anxiety, as I was afraid that, 
after having pilfered all her rich and precious jewels, 
they would proceed to rob her of that which was of 
greater value, and which she herself esteemed infinitely 
more than all the rest: but the desires of those people 
extend no farther than to money, and with that they can 
never satiate their avarice, which then engrossed them 
so much, that they would even have robbed us of the 
wretched garments we wore in our captivity, if they 
could have applied them to any sort of use ; nay, some 
among them proposed to wrap us all together in a sail, 
and throw us into the sea, because they intended to trade 
in the ports of Spain, under pretence of being Britons ; 
and if they carried us thither alive, their depredations 
would be discovered and themselves chastised accord- 
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ingly. But the captain^ who had with his own hands 
rifled my beloved Zorayda, said he was satisfied witk tke 
prize he had got, and resolved to toach at no port m 
Spain, but pass the straits of Gibraltar in the night, or 
take the best opportunity of so doing that should occur, 
and return to Rochelle, from whence he had sailed on 
the cruize ; they, therefore, agreed to give us their boat, 
with what necessaries we should want, to finish the little 
that remained of our voyage : this promise they actually 
performed next day, at a small distasice from the Spannm 
coast, at sight of which, all our poverty and vexatioD 
vaniflJied from our remembrance, as if we had never en- 
dured them; such is the transport occasioned by -liberty 
regained ! It might be about noon when we were put 
into the boat, with two casks of water and some biscuit : 
and the captain, moved to compassion at the distress of 
the lovely Zorayda, gave her to the amount of forty 
crowns in gold, and would not sufier his soldiers to strip 
her of the clothes which she now wears : so diat at part- 
ing, instead of complaining of the hard usage we met 
with> we thanked them kindly for the benefit we had re- 
ceived at their hands. They steered right before the 
wind for the straits, while we, without minding any other 
compass than that of the land that appeared a^head, plied 
our oars so vigorously, that at sun-set we were near 
enough to conclude that we could easily reach the shore 
before the night should be far advanced ; but that night 
being dark, without any moon-shine, and every body on 
board ignorant of the coast, some of our company judged 
it unsafe to row ashore ; while others insisted upon our 
running the hazard, even if we should land among rocks, 
or in some uninhabited part of the country, that we 
might be secured from the just apprehension of meeting 
with some rovers from Tetuan, who are frequently in the 
beginning of the night in Barbary, and in the morning 
on the Spanish coast, where having taken a prize, they 
return on the same day, and sleep at home in their own 
houses. Of. these contrary opinions we chose that of 
rowing gently towards die shore, with intent, if the 
smoothness of the sea would permit, to land at the first 
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^n^nient place ; in consequence of this resolution'^ a 
liltle before midnigiit we arrived at the foot of a huge 
and Ic^y mountain^ though not so rocky towards the sea 
but that there was a little space left for commodious land- 
ijsg: the boat being run ashore^ and all of us disetn- 
barked^ we kissed the ground^ aiid with tears' of unutter- 
able joy returned sincere thanks to our gracious Lord^ 
for his unparalleled protection vouchsafed to us in die 
voyage : then we took out the provision^ and dragging 
her on shore, ascended a vast way up the mountain ; not 
being as yet able to quiet our apprehensions, or persuade 
ourselves, though it actually was so, that the soil we trod 
was Christian ground. The day broke much later than 
we could have wished, and about this time we gained 
the summit of the mountain, purposing to look from 
thence for some village or shepherd^huts ; but although 
we viewed the whole country around, we could neither 
discern village, house, highway, path, nor the least tracfe 
of human footsteps. Nevertheless, we determined to 
penetrate further into the country, since it could not be 
long before we should discover some person who would 
give us information : but what gave me the greatest con- 
cern was to see Zorayda travelling on foot among the 
flinty rocks; for though I sometimes took her on my 
shoulders, she was much more fatigued with seeing me 
weary, than refreshed by finding herself exempted from 
walking ; and therefore would not allow me to take any 
more trouble of that kind, but proceeded with infinite 
cheerfulness and patience, while I led her by the hand 
all the way. 

*^ In tius manner we had gone about a quarter of a 
league, when our ears were saluted by the sound of a 
small sheep-bell, which was a sure sign of a fiock^s bein^ 
' somewhere not far off; looking, therefwe, attentively to 
discover it, we perceived a young shepherd sitting with 
great composure at the root of a cork-tree, smoothing a 
slack with his knife : when we called to him, he raised 
his head and started nimbly up, and, as we afterwards 
understood, the renegado and Zorayda, who were in 
mooridi dr«ss, being the. first objects that presented 
f2 
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themselves to his eyes, he thought all the corsairs of 
Barbary were upon him, and running with incredible 
swiftness into a wood that grew near the place where he 
was, he began to cry as loud as he could bawl, ' The 
moors ! the moors are landed ! the moors ! the moors ! 
to arms, (o arms V This exiclamation threw us all into 
perplexity^ but reflecting that his cries would alarm the 
country, and that the cavalry of the coast would imme- 
diately come and see what was the matter, it was agreed 
that the renegado should pull off his Turkish robes, and 
put on a slave's jacket, with which one of our company 
accommodated him, though he himself remained in his 
shirt. This being done, we recommended ourselves to 
God, and followed the same road which we saw the 
shepherd take, expecting every moment to see ourselves 
surrounded by the cavSry of the coast. Neither were 
we deceived in our expectation: for in less than two 
hours, having crossed those thickets, and entered a plain 
on the other side, we descried about fifty horsemen rid- 
ing briskly towards us at a hand-gallop ; upon which we 
h^ted until they should come up ; but when they ar- 
rived, and instead of the moors they came in quest of, 
beheld so many poor Christian captives, they were ut- 
terly confounded, and one of them asked if we were the 
people who had been the occasion of a shepherd's calling 
to arms ? I answered in the affirmative, and being de- 
sirous of telling him who we were, whence we came, and 
what had happened to us, one of our company knew the 
horseman who accosted us, and without giving me time 
to speak another word, said, ' Thanks be to God, gen- 
tlemen, for having conducted us to such an agreeable 
part of the country; for, if I am not mistaken, the ground 
we now tread belongs to Velez Malaga, and if the years 
of my captivity have not impaired my remembrance, you, 
signor, who ask that question, are Pedro Bustamante, my 
uncle.' 

'' Scarce had the captive pronounced these words, 
when the cavalier threw himself from his horse, and ran 
to embrace the young man, saying, ^ Dear nephew of my 
life and soul! I now recollect thee: thy supposed death 
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has been mourned by myself, my sister, thy mother, and 
all thy delations, who are still alive ; for Heaven hath 
been pleased to spare their lives, that they might enjoy 
the pleasure of seeing thee again : I know thou wast at 
Algiers, and from the information of thy habit, and that 
of all your company, I guess you have made a miracu- 
lous escape/ ^ Your conjecture is true,' replied the 
young man, ' and we shall have time to recount the par- 
ticulars/ As soon as the horsemen understood we were 
Christian captives, they alighted, and each of them made 
a tender of his horse, to carry us to the city of Velez 
Malaga, which was about a league and a half from the 
place where they found us. Some of them went to bring 
the boat round to the city, after we had told them where 
she lay; others took us up behind them, and Zorayda 
rode with the Christian's uncle. All the people came 
out to receive us, being apprized of our arrival by one of 
the troopers who had pushed on before ; not that they 
were surprized at the sight of captives freed, or moors 
in captivity; for the inhabitants on that coast are accus- 
tomed to see great numbers of both: but they were 
amazed at the beauty of Zorayda, which was at that 
instant in full perfection ; the fatigue of her journey co- 
operating with the joy she felt in seeing herself in a 
Christian country without the fear of being lost, having 
produced such a bloom upon her countenance, that unless 
I was then prejudiced by my affection, I will venture to 
say the world never produced, at least I had never seen, 
a more beautiful creature. 

'' We went directly to church, to make our acknow- 
ledgments to God for his mercies : and as soon as Zo- 
rayda entered, she said she perceived some faces that re- 
sembled Lela Marien ; we told her those were the images 
of the blessed Virgin; arid the renegado, as well as he 
could, informed her of their signification, that she might 
adore them, as if each was actually the person of Lela 
Marien who had spoke to her ; so that having naturally 
a good understanding, with a docile and discerning dis- 
position, she easily comprehended whut he said upon the 
subject. From thence tliey conducted us to our lodg- 
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ings, in diiPerent families of the town; the renegado^ 
Zorayda^ and I^ being invited by the ChristiaQ vrho 
escaped with us to the house of his father^ who was mo- 
derately provided with tJie good things of this life^ and 
treated us with the same affection he expressed for his 
own son. Six days we tarried at Velez, during iprhicb 
the renegado having informed himself of what was ne- 
cessary for him to do^ went to the city of Grenada^ there> 
by means of the holy Inquisition^ to be re-admitted into 
the bosom o£ our moat sacred church : the rest of our 
company departed each for his own home^ leaving Zo^ 
rayda and me by ourselves^ destitute o£ every thing but 
the few crowns which she received from the courtesy of 
the French corsair. With part of these I bought the 
animal on whidi she arrived at this inn^ and lutherto 
have cherished her with the affection of a parent^ and the 
service of a squire^ without using the preroffative of a 
husband : we are now upon the road to the place of my 
nativity^ to see if my father be still alive^ and if either of 
my brothers has been more fortunate than myself; tfaou^ 
as Heaven hath made Zorayda my ccmipanion for hie, 
fortune could not have possibly bestowed upon me any 
other favour which I should have valued at so hi^ a 
rate. The patl^ce with which she bears the inconve- 
niences att^ding poverty^ and the zeal she manifests Co 
become a Christian^ is so great and extraordinary^ as to 
raise my admiration^ and engage me to serve her all the 
days ok* my life : but the pleasure I take in this office^ 
and in the prospect of seeing her mine> is disturbed and 
p^verted^ by reflegdjiig that possibly> in my own coun- 
try^ I shall not find a comer in which I can shelter the 
dear object of my love ? aiid that time or delith may have 
made such alta'ations in the fortunes and lives of my 
father and bis other childreUj that I shall scarce meet 
with a soul that knows me. 

^^ Tbis^ gentlemen^ is the substance of my stcnry; wh^« 
ther or not it be agreeable and uncommon, I leave to the 
decision of your better judgment, assuring you that I 
wish I could have rehited it more succinctly, though Ae 
&ar of tiring you hath mad^ me suppress a good num* 
ber of circumstances." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

AN ACCX^UNT OF WHAT HAPPENED AT THE INN^ WITH 
SEVERAL OTHER OCCURRENCES WORTH NOTICE. 

Here the captive left off speaking ; and Don Fer- 
nando said to him^ '' Really^ signor captive, the novelty 
of your strange adventures is equalled by your agreeable 
manner of relating them. Your whole story is uncom- 
mon, sarprizing, and full of incidents that keep the 
hearers in admiration and suspense; and such is the 
pleasure we have received from it, that though the nar- 
ration should have continued till to-morrow morning, we 
should rejoice at yt>ur beginning it anew." 

When this compliment was passed, Cardenio and all 
the rest of the company offered to serve him to the ut- 
most of their power, with sudi affectionate and sincere 
expressions of friendship, tiiat the captive was extremely 
wdl satisfied of their good will. Don Fernando, in par- 
ticular, promised that if he would go home with him, his 
brother the marquis should stand godfather to Zorayda ; 
and that he, for his part, would accommodate him in such 
a manner, tiiat he should return to the place of his nati- 
vity with that authority and ease to which he was entitied 
by his birth and merit. The captive thanked him in the 
most courteous manner, but declined accepting any of his 
generous offers. 

It was now night, when a coach arrived at tiie inn, 
attended by some men on horseback, who demanded 
lodging : and the landlady made answer, that there was 
not in the whole house a handful of room unengaged. 
'' Be that as it will," said one of the horsemen who had 
entered the gate, *^ there must be some found for my lord 
judge." At mention of that name the hostess was dis^ 
turbed, saying, '' Signor, the greatest difficulty is my 
want of beds : but if his lordship hatii brought one along 
with him, as I suppose he hath, he is very welcome to 
come in ; I and my husband will quit our own apart- 
ment to accommodate his worship." '< Be it so," said the 
attendant. By this time a person had alighted from the 
coach« who by his garb immediately shewed the nati'^^ 
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of his rank and office : for his long robe^ with high 
sleeves tucked up^ plainly distinguished him to be a 
judge^ as the servant had affirmed. He led by the hand 
a young lady, seemingly sixteen years of agej dressed 
in a riding suit, and so sprightly, beautiful, and genteel, 
as to raise the admiration of all who beheld her : so that 
those who had seen Dorothea, Lucinda, and Zorayda 
then present, would have thought it a very difficult task 
to find another woman of equal beauty. - Don Quixote 
seeing the judge and young lady as they entered, pro- 
nounced with great solemnity, '*^Your worship may 
securely enter and recreate yourself in this castle, which 
though narrow and inconvenient, there is no narrowness 
and inconvenience in this world, but what will make 
room for arms and letters ; especially if they have for 
their guide and conductor such beauty as that which 
accompanies the letters of your worship, in the person 
of that amiable young lady, to whom not only castles 
ought to open and unfold their gates, but also rocks di* 
vide and mountains bow their heads at her approach. 
Enter, I say, this paradise, where you will find stars and 
suns to accompany that heaven wnich you have brought 
hither. Here you will find arms in perfection, and beauty 
in excess." 

The judge marvelled greatly at this address of the 
knight, whom he earnestly considered, no less surprized 
at his figure than his words, without knowing what re- 
ply to make, so much was he confounded at both ; when 
he was relieved by the appearance of Lucinda, Doro- 
thea, and Zorayda, who upon hearing the news of their 
arrival, and the landlady's description, of the young 
beauty, had come out to welcome and receive her : the 
beauteous ladies of the inn welcomed this beauteous 
damsel ; while Don Fernando^ Cardenio, and the curate, 
paid their compliments to the judge in the most civil 
and polite terms. He was more and more astonished at 
what he saw and heard, though he could easily perceive 
that his fellow lodgers were persons of rank and conse- 
quence : but the mien, visage, and figure of Don Quixote 
baffled all his conjectures. Compliments having thus 
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passed on all sides^ and the conveniences of the inn 
being duly considered^ it was' agreed as before^' that 
all the ladies should sleep together in the forementioned 
apartment^ and the men sit in another room to guard 
them. The judge was very well satisfied that his 
daughter (for such the young maiden was) should lodge 
with the ladies, she herself willingly consenting to 
the proposal ; and what with part of the innkeeper's 
narrow bed, and the half of that which the judge 
brought along with him, they made shift to pass the 
n%ht n^ore agreeably than they expected. 

The captive, who from the first.moment he beheld the 
judge felt his heart throb with a sort of intimation that 
this was his own brother,^ asked of one of the servants 
that attended him his master's name, with the place of 
his nativity. The footman replied, that his name was 
the licentiate Juan Perez de Viedma ; and bom, as he 
had been informed, in the mountains of Leon. This in« 
formation, together with what he himself had before 
observed, confirmed him in the opinion that he was his 
brother, who by his father's advice had followed his 
studies. Transported with this discovery, he called 
aside Don Fernando, the curate, and Cardenio, to whom 
he imparted the affair, and assured them that the judge 
was his own brother by the servant's report, so far on his 
way to the West Indies, in quality of supreme judge of 
Mexico. He understood also by the same channel, that 
the young lady was his daughter, whose birth had cost 
the mother her life ; and that he was very much enriched 
by his wife's fortune, which had been settled on the 
children of the marriage. The captive therefore con*^ 
suited them about the method he should take to make 
himself known, or rather to be assured beforehand, whe- 
ther, upon the discovery, his brother wpuld be ashamed of 
his poverty, or receive him with the bowels of afFection; 
" Leave that task to my conduct, signor captive," said 
the curate ; '* though there is all the reason in the world 
to believe that you will meet with a brotherly reception ; 
for the virtue and prudence that appear in his courteous 
demeanour, give no indicationspf his being proud and 
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itmiatural ; but ratber dedftre that he knowis hair to con-^ 
sider the accidents of fortune in the right point of view." 
*' Nevertheless/' replied the captive, '^ I Mrould not wil- 
lingly disclose myself of a sudden, but pr^are him hy 
some roundabout insinuation." '* I have already told 
you/' answered the curate, ^'that I will manage the 
aikir to your mutual satisfaction." By this time, the 
doth* being laid, and every body sat down to table, ex- 
cept tbe captive and the ladies, who supped in their own 
apartment, the curate addressed himself to the judge, 
saying, '^ I had once a comrade of your lordship's name 
at Constantinople, where I was a slave for many years. 
He was one of the bravest soldiers and best officers in 
the Spanish infantry ; but his misfortunes were equal to 
bis valour and ability." Dear sir," cried the judge, 
*^ what was that officer's name ?" ^' He was called Ruy 
Perez de Viedma," replied the priest ; '^ and a native of 
some town in the mountains of Leon. He told me a 
circumstance that happened between his father, two bro- 
thers, and himself, which, bad it not been affirmed by a 
person of his veracity, I should have looked upon as one 
of those tales which old women tell by the fire-side in 
winter : for he said his father divided his estates equally 
among his three sons, whom he at the same time enrich- 
ed with advice, more salutary than any that ever Cato 
gave. This I know, the choice he made of going into 
the army succeeded so well, that in a few years, by his 
gallant behaviour, and without any other assistance than 
that of his extraordinary virtue, he rose to be captain of 
foot, and saw himself in the straight road of becoming 
a field officer very soon ; but there, where he had reason 
to expect the smiles of fortune, she proved most unkind, 
he having lost her with his liberty on that glorious day 
of the battle at I|epanto, in which it was found by so 
many Christians. I was taken in the goleta, and after 
various vidssitudes, we happened to be fellow-slaves at 
Constantinople, from whence he was transported to Al- 

* This is the second time they have sat down to supper in one night. 
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gi^s> vfaere be met with one of tlie strangest adveotures 
that ever was known." 

Then the curate briefly recapitulated the story of Zo- 
raydi^ to which the judge listened with more attention 
than ever he had yielded on the bench.^ But the priest 
brought it no farUier than the period when the French 
corsairs plundered the Christians who were in the bark, 
describing the poverty and distress to which they had 
reduced his comrade and the beautiful Moor ; and ob- 
serving that he did not know what further befel them^ 
nor whether they bad arrived in Spain or be^i carried 
into France. 

The captain stood at some distance behind^ listening to 
what the curate said^ and observing the emotions of his 
brother^ who seeing that the curate had made an ead of 
his story^ uttered a profound sigh^ saying, while the tears 
gushed from his eyes^ '^ O signw ! if you knew how 
nearly I am concerned in what you have related, you 
would not wonder at these tears^ which in spite of all my 
fortitude and diso'etion, trickle from mine eyes. That 
valiant captain whom you have mentioned is my father's 
eldest son, who, being more brave and noble-minded 
than my youngestt brother and me, chose the honour- 
able exercise of arms, which was one of the three paths 
pr(^)osed by our father in his advice, as you seem to 
have been informed by your companion in adversity. I 
followed that of Letters, in which God hath been pleased 
to reward my diligence with that station which you see 
I now maintain. My youngest brother is at present in 
Feru^ so rich, that his remittances to my father- and me 
have made lau'ge amends for the small sum be carried 
with him at first ; and even enabled the old gentleman 
fully to indulge his liberal disposition, empowering me 
also to prosecute my studies with more honour and de- 
cency, until I acquired the post I now enjoy. My 

• A judge in Spanish is called Oyder, t. e. Hearer, and in the original 
literally translated, is, ** The hearer was never so much an hearer 
before.^' 

f Cervantes seems to have forgot that the judge was the youngest of 
the three brothers, the second having gone to the Indies. 
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father is still alive^ though daily pining with the desire 
of hearing from his eldest son^ and putting up petitions 
to Heaven incessantly^ that his own eyes may not be 
closed for ever until he shall have seen tiiose of his first- 
born in life. What gives me a great deal of surprise is^ 
that a person of his discretion should^ in the midst of 
such trouble and affliction^ or even in his prosperity, 
omit writing to his father ; for if he, or either of us, had 
known his situation, he should have had no occasion to 
wait for the miracle of the cane in obtaining his liberty ; 
but, at present, the uncertainty of his fate gives me the 
greatest concern, as it is doubtful whether those French 
have set him at liberty, or taken away his life to conceal 
their robbery. This apprehension will convert the joy 
aiid satisfaction with which I undertook my journey, 
into melancholy and despondence. O my dear brother ! 
would to Heaven I knew where thou art, that I might 
go and free thee from all trouble and affliction, though 
at the expense of my own. Who shall carry the news 
of thy being alive to our aged father: that although 
thou art shut up in the deepest dungeon of Barbary, 
thou mayest be delivered by my brother's riches and my 
own, O generous and lovely Zorayda! who shall re- 
quite thy benevolence to my brother ; be present at the 
regeneration of thy soul, and assist at the nuptials which 
would afford such pleasure to us all !" 

These and many other exclamations the judge pro- 
nounced with such symptoms of sorrow at the news he 
had received of his brother, that all the hearers S3rmpa- 
thized with him in the expressions of his grief. The 
curate seeing every thing succeed to his own expectation 
and the captain's desire, was unwiUing to protract the 
judge's anguish, and the impatience of the whole com- 
pany ; so rising from the table, and going into the other 
apartment, he led out Zorayda, who was followed by 
Luanda, Dorothea, and the young lady lately arrived ; 
then taking in his other hand the captain, who stood 
waiting to see what he intended, he went into the room 
where the judge and the rest of the gentlemen sat, and 
presenting them both, said, ^' Dry your tears, my lord 
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judge^ and enjoy the completion of your wish : behold 
your worthy brother^ and virtuous sister-in-law ; this is 
Captain Viedma, and that the beautiful Moor who be- 
haved so generously to him in his distress ; the French 
corsairs have reduced them to this extremitv that you 
may have an opportunity of displaying the liberality of 
your noble breast." 

The captain ran to embrace his brother^ who kept him 
off with both hands fixed on his shoulders that he might 
consider him the more attentively : but no sooner did he 
recollect his features than he new into his arms^ and 
shed a flood of tears of joy^ while the greatest part 
of those who were present wept in concert at the affect- 
ing scene. The expressions of both the brothers^ and 
their mutual demonstrations of affection, are, I believe, 
scarce to be conceived, much less described. They 
briefly recounted their adventures to each other, and 
manifested the genuine flame of fraternal affection. 
Then the judge embraced Zorayda, making her a tender 
of all his wealth ; then he commanded his daughter to 
receive her with open arms; then the mutual caresses 
of the beautiful Christian and the lovely Moor renewed 
the tears of the whole company ; then Don Quixote si- 
lently observed these surprising accidents, which he 
wholly attributed to the chimeras of knight-errantry ; 
then it was concerted that the captain and Zorayda 
should return to Seville with his brother, from whence 
they could advertize their father of the liberty and arrival 
of his son ; that the old gentleman being still able to 
undertake such a journey, might come and be present at 
the baptism and nuptials of his daughter-in-law ; as 
it would be impossible for the judge to go far out of his 
way, because he was informed that in a month the flota 
would set sail from Seville for New Spain ; and it would 
be extremely inconvenient for him to lose his passage. 
In short, the whole company were exceedingly rejoiced 
at the captive's good fortune; and two-thirds of the 
night being already exhausted, they agreed to retire and 
repose themselves during the remaining part of it; 
while Don Quixote undertook to guard die castle from 
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the assaults of any giant or wicked adventurer that might 
possiUy covet the vast treasure of beauty which it con- 
tained. Those of his acquaintance thanked him for his 
courteous ofFer^ and afterwards gave an account of his 
strange disorder to the judge, who was not a little 
diverted with the detail of has extrafvagance. Sancho 
Panza alone was distracted at their sitting up so late; 
though in point of lodging he was better accommo- 
dated than all the rest ; for he made his bed of the fur- 
niture of his ass, which cost him so dear, as will hereafter 
be seen. 

The ladies having retired to their apartment, and 
every other person disposed of himself as tolerably as he 
could, Don Quixote went out to keep guard at the castle- 
gaie, according to his promise ; and a little before morn- 
ing the ladies were serenaded by a voice so clear and 
well-tuned, as to attract the attention of them all, espe- 
cially of Dorothea, who was awake, and lay in the same 
bed with Donna Clara de Viedma, the judge's daughter. 
Nobody could imagine who the singer was, the voice 
being single, unaccompanied by any instrument, and 
seeming to come sometimes from the stable, and some- 
times &om the court-yard. While they listened, with 
equal surprise and attention, Cardenio came to the door, 
saying " You that are not asleep take notice, and 
you will hear the voice of a mule-driver, who chaunts 
most enchantingly." When Dorothea told Ixim that 
they had heard it already, he went away, while she em- 
ploying her whole attention when he began to sing again, 
could plainly distinguish the following words : — 

CHAPTER VIII. 

THE AORBEASLE STORV OP THE YOUNG MULlSTEER 
WITH MANY OTHER STRANGE INCIDENTS THAT HAP- 
PENED AT THE INN. 

I. 

Toss'd in a sea of doubts and iears 

Love's hapless mariner I sail, 
Where no inviting port appears, 

To scteen me from the stormy gale. 
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IL 

At distsDce Tiev'd, a cfaeeriog star 
Conducts me through the swelling tide ; 

A brighter luminary far 
Than Palinurus e'er descryM. 

IIT. 
My soul, attracted by its blaze, 

Still follows where it points the way, 
And while attentively I gaae, 

Considers not how far I stray. 

IV. 
But female pride, reserv'd and shy, 

Like clouds that deepen on the day, 
Oft shroud it from ray longing eye. 

When most 1 need'the genud ray. 

V. 

O lovely star, so pure and bright ! 

Whose splendour feeds mv vital fire, 
The moment thou deny'st tny light, 

Thy lost adorer will expire I 

Here the musician pausing^ Dorothea thought it was 
a pity Clara should not hear such an excellent voice; 
therefore, by gently jogging, she waked her, saying, " I 
ask pardon, my dear Clara, for disturbing you ; but my 
intention' in so doing was to regale you with one of the 
best voices that ever you heard." Clara, being still half 
asleep, did not at first understand what she said, which 
at her desire Dorothea repeated, and the young lady lis- 
tened accordingly ; but scarce had she heard two lines of 
the song, which was now resumed, when she began to 
tremble as violently as if she had been seized with a 
severe fit of the ague, saying, while she hugged Doro- 
thea, *' Ah ! dear lady of my life and soul, why did you 
wake me.^ The greatest favour that fortune could at 
present bestow, would be to keep both my eyes and ears 
fast shut, that I might neither see nor hear Uiat unfortu- 
nate musician !" '^ What do you mean, my dear child ?" 
answered Dorothea ; '^ consider what you say — ^he that 
sings is a young muleteer." " Ah, no !" replied Clara^ 
" he is a young gentleman of great fortune, and so much 
master of my heart, that unless he quits it of his own ac- 
cord, it shall remain eternally in his possession." Dbro- 
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thea was suprised at this passionate declaration of such a 
young creature^ who seemed to have so much more sen- 
sibility than could be expected from her tender years, 
and said to her, ^^ Truly, Donna Clara, you talk in such 
a manner, that I do not understand you. Pray explain 
yourself, and tell me the meaning of those expressions 
about fortune and heart, and that musician whose voice 
hath thrown you into such disorder : but say no more at 
present; for I would not, by attending to your transports, 
lose the pleasure of hearing the singer, who now seems 
to be tuning his voice, and preparing to give us another 
song." ^' With all my heart," said Clara, stopping her 
ears with her fingers, to the further admiration of 
Dorothea ; who, listening attentively, heard the musician 
proceed in these words : — 

I. 

Aspiring hope, thou, unconfin'd, 

Pursu'st tn' imaginary path, 
Thro' woods, and rocks, and waves combin'd, 

Defying danger, toil, and death. 

II. 

No laurel shall adorn his brow, 

No happiness the sluggard crown, 
Who tamely can to fortune bow. 

And slumber on th* inglorious down. 

III. 
The joys unmatch'd bestow'd by love, 

Can never be too dearly priz'd, 
For undeny'd examples prove 

What's cheaply bought is soon despis'd. 

IV. 

Success by the consenting fair 

Is oft to perseverance given ; 
Then wherefore should my soul despair 

Of mounting from this earth to heav'n. 

Here the voice ended; and Clara's sighs beginning 
afresh, kindled Dorothea's curiosity to know the cause 
of such agreeable music and grievous lamentation ; she, 
therefore now desired to hear what her bedfellow had 
before proffered to impart : then Clara, fearful of being 
overheard by Lucinda, crept close to Dorothea, and 
applying her mouth to her ear, so that she could securely 
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speak vithout being pa*ceiyed9 *^ Dear Madam/' said 
she, '^ that ginger ia the son of an Arragonian gentle- 
man^ who is lord of two towns, and when at court lives 
opposite to my father* s house ; and although our win« 
dows are covered with canvas in winter, and lattices in 
summer, I know not how this young gentleman, while 
he prosecuted his studies, got sight of me either at 
church or somewhere else ; and in short, being smitten, 
disclosed his passion from the windows of his own apart- 
ment by so many tears and significant expressions, that 
I believed him sincere, and even loved him in my turn, 
without knowing the nature of my own desires. Among 
other signs, he made that of joining his hands, giving 
me to understand that he would take me to wife ; and 
though I*should have been extremely glad to comply 
with that proposal, as I was alone and motherless, I had 
nobody to consult, and therefore let it rest, without 
granting him any other favour, except (when bis father 
and mine were abroad^ that of lifting up the canvas or 
lattice, that he might nave a more perfect view of mj 
person ; and this condescension always transported him 
so much, that I was afraid he would have run stark mad 
with joy : in the midst of this commerce, the time of my 
father's departure drew near, of which being informed, 
though not by me, for I never had an opportunity of 
telling him, he fell sick, as I understand of grief; so 
th^t when w^ set out I could not see him, as 1 wished, 
to indulge one parting look : but having travelled two 
days, just as l^ entered U)e place at which we lodged last 
night, I perceived him standing at the gate, disguised so 
naturally in the habit of a muleteer, that it would have 
been impossible for me to know him, had not his image 
been so deeply imprinted on my soul. The sight of him 
filled me with joy and surprise ; and he gazed upon me 
by stealth, unperceived by my father, from whom he 
always conceals his face when he crosses the road before 
me, or is obliged to appear at the inns where we lodge : 
knowing, therefore, who he is, and that he travels on 
foot, undergoing so much hardship and anxiety, and 
wheresoever he sets his feet, there I fix my pitying eyes : 
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I know not what he intends by thus following met, not 
how he could manage to escape fr(mi his father^ ivJw 
loves him ten4erly^ because he has no heir but him ; aftid 
the young gentleman deserves all his affection^ as. yoii 
will perceive when you see him. I can moreover assure 
you^ what he sings is the product of his own head ; for 
I have been told that he is a great scholar and 'an e» 
cellent poet: every time I behold him^ or hear him sin^ 
I start and tremble from head to foot^ being afraid tiuit 
he will be known by my father^ and thus our mutual 
love be discovered ; for though I never spoke to him in 
my life^ my passion is so violent^ that without him I 
shall not be able to live. This^ dear madam^ is all I can 
say concerning that musician, whose voice hath given 
you such pleasure ; and is alone sufficient to convince you 
tliat he is not a muleteer, but the lord of towns .and 
hearts, as I have described him." 

'^ Enough, Donna Clara,'' said Dorothea, kissing her 
with great affection ; " say no more, but wait with pa- 
tience till the approach of a new day, when I hope iu 
Grod to manage matters so well, as to bring such a yi]v> 
tuous beginning to a happy end." '' Ah, madam !" re- 
plied the young lady, *' what happy end can be expect- 
ed, seeing his father is a man of such rank and fortune, 
that he would think me unworthy to be the servant, 
much less the wife of his son ; and as to marrying him 
without my own father's consent, I would not do it for 
the whole universe. All I desire is, that the young 
gentleman would return ; perhaps his absence, and the 
length of the journey we have undertaken, will alleviate 
the uneasiness I at present feel, though I must own I 
' believe that remedy will have small effect. I cannot 
conceive what the deuce is the matter with me ; nor how 
this same love got entrance into my heart, considering 
how young we both are ; for I really believe we are of 
the same age, and my father says, that till Michaelmas 
next I shall not be sixteen." Dorothea could not help 
laughing at these innocent observations of Donna Clara, 
to whom she said, '^ Let us sleep, my dear, during the 
little that I believe remains of night : God will grant 
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vs'B new day, and if my skill fails me not, every thing 
will saeceed to our wish." 

** They accordingly went to rest, and a general silence 
prevailed over the whole house, in which there was not 
a soul awake except the inn-keeper's daughter and her 
maid Maritomes, who, hy this time, being acquainted 
with the extravagant humour of Don Quixote, ,and 
knowing that he was then without the gate, keeping 
guard in arms and on horseback, determined to play 
some trick upon him, or at least divert themselves in 
listening to his folly. 

The inn chancing to have no window or opening 
towards the field, but a hole through which they took in 
their straw, this pair of demi-ladies* there took their 
station, and observed Don Quixote, who sat on horse- 
back, leaning upon his lance, and breathing from time to 
time, such profound and doleful sighs, as seemed to tear 
his very soul : they likewise heard him pronounce, in a 
soft, complacent, and amorous tone, ^^ O, my dear mis- 
tress^ Dulcinea del Toboso ! thou perfection of beauty, 
scope and sum total of discretion, cabinet of good humour, 
depository of virtue, and lastly, the idea of all that is 
useful, chaste, and delectable in this life! in what art 
thou at present employed? Art thou reflecting upon 
thy captive knight, who voluntarily subjects himself to 
such dangers with the sole view. of serving thee? Give 
me some information of my love, thou three-faced lumi- 
nary ! who now, perhaps, with envious eyes, beholdest 
her walking through some gallery of her sumptuous 
palace, or leaning over some balcony, revolving in her 
mind how, without impairing the delicacy of her honour, 
she may assuage the torments that this heart endures on 
hfir account; how she may crown my sufferings with 
glory — ^my care with conrfort : in fine, my death with 
new life, and my service with reward: and thou sun, 
who by this time must be busy in harnessing thy steeds 
to light the world, and enjoy the sight of her who is the 
sovereign of my soul, I entreat thee to salute her in my 

« In the original Demi-Donzellas, equivalent to the modern term 
Demireps. 
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behalf; but in thy salutation beware of touching* her 
amiable countenance^ else I shall be more jealous of thee 
than ever thou wast of that nimble ingrate, who made 
thee sweat so much along the plains of Thessaly^ oir 
banks of Peneus; for I do not remember through 
which thou ran'st so jealous and enamoured " 

So far had the knight proceeded in this piteous exclama- 
tion^ when the inn-keeper*s daughter whispered softly, 
** Sir knight^ will your worship be pleased to come this 
way ?** Hearing this invitation^ he lifted up his eyes, 
and by the light of the moon^ which was then in" full 
splendour^ perceived them beckon to him from the 
straw-hole, which he mistook for a window adorned with 
gilded bars, suitable to the grandeur of such a magnifi-* 
cent castle as the inn appeared : then his crazy imagina- 
tion instantly suggested, as before, that the beauteous 
damsel, daughter of the constable, being captivated by 
his person, intended again to solicit his love. On this 
supposition, that he might not seem discourteous or un- 
grateful, he turned Rozinante, and riding up to the hole, 
no sooner perceived the two lasses, than he said ^^ I am 
extremely concerned, most beautiful lady, that you have 
fixed your amorous inclinations where it is impossible 
they should meet with that return which is due to your 
rank and qualifications; but you ought not to impute 
your disappointment to any fault in me, whom love hath 
rendered incapable of jdelding my heart to any other, 
but to her who at first sight took absolute possession of 
my soul. Pardon my refusal, honoured madam, and 
retire to your apartment, without seeking to explain 
your sentiments more fully, that I may not appear insen- 
sible or ungrateful ; aiid if your love can find in me the 
power of giving you any other sort of satisfaction, ycfa 
may freely command my* service; for I swear by that 
absent and amiable enemy of mine to gratify your wi^ 
immediately, even if you should desire to have a lock of 
JMedusa's hairj which was altogether composed of snakes^ 
or the rays of the sun confined in a phial/' 

'^ Sir knight," answered Maritomes, ^' my lady has no 
occasion for either of these things." '' What, then^ is 
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yoa'r lady's pleasure^ discreet duenna?" resumed the 
knight. ^' Only the favour of one of your beautiful 
hands/' replied Maritomes^ *' with which she may in 
some measure indulge the longing desire that brought 
her to this straw- hole^ so much to the danger of her re- 
putation^ that if she should be detected by her father^ 
the first slice of his indignation would cost her an ear^ at 
least." ^^ I would fain see him take that liberty/' said 
DcHi Quixote; " but he will take care to refrain from 
any such acts of barbarity^ unless he has a mind that I 
should bring him to the most calamitous exit that eyer 
happened to a father^ for having laid violent hand^ upon 
the delicate members of his enamoured daughtfef." *^ 
Maritornes concluding that he would certainly grant 
the request^ and having already determined on what she 
was to do^ ran down to the stable^ and laid hold of the 
halter belonging to Sancho's ass^ with which she instantly 
returned^ just when Don Quixote had made shif^ to set 
his feet on the saddle^ that he might reach the gilded 
window^ at which he imagined the wounded damsel was 
standing : presenting, therefore, his hand, ^' Receive, 
madam/' said he, " that hand, or rather that chastizer of 
all evil-doers ; receive, I say, that hand, which was never 
touched by any other woman, not even by her who is in 
possession of my whole body. I do not present it to be 
kissed : but that you may contemplate the contexture of 
its nerves, the knittings of the muscles, the large and 
swelling veins ; from whence you may conjecture what 
strength must reside in the arm to which it belongs." 
"That we shall see presently," said Maritornes, who 
having made a running knot on the halter, fixed it upon 
his wrist, and descending from the hole, made fast the 
other end to the bolt of the hay-loft door. The knight, 
feeling the roughness of this bracelet, said " Your lady« 
ship seems to rasp, rather than to clasp my hand : do not 
treat it so cruelly, for it is not to blame for what 
you suffer from my inclination ; nor is it just that such a 
small part should bear the whole brunt of your indigna* 
tion; consider that one who is such a friend to love 
ought not to be attached to revenge." 
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All these expostulations of Don Quixote were utte^^ 
in vain ; for as soon as Maritomes had tied him up^ sht 
and her companion, ready to expire with laughing, 1^ 
him fastened in such a manner, that it was impossible tof 
him to get loose : thus, while he stood on Rozinante'A 
back, with his whole arm thrust up into the straW-hole, 
and fast tied to the bolt of the door, he was in the utmofit 
apprehension and dread, that if his horse should make 
the least motion to either side, he must lose his support, 
and the weight of his body hang by one arm ; so that he 
du^st not venture to stir> though he might have expected^ 
from tbe patience and peaceful disposition of Rozinante^ 
that he would stand motionless for a whole century. In 
short, finding himself thus tucked up, and the ladies 
vanished, he imagined that the whole had been effected 
by the power of enchantment, which he had experienced 
once before in that same castle, when he was belaboured 
by the enchanted moor of a carrier; and cursed, within 
himself, his want of conduct and discretion, in entering a 
second time that fortress in which he had fared so ill at 
first ; it being a maxim among knights-errant, that when 
they prove an adventure without success, they conclude 
it is reserved for another, and therefore think it un-i 
necessary to make a second trial. Nevertheless, h^ 
pulled with intention to disengage his arm, but he wafl 
so well secured that all his efforts were ineffectual : true 
it is he pulled with caution, that Rozinante might not be 
disturbed; and though he had a longing desire €at 
sitting down upon the saddle again, he found that he 
must either continue in his present iipriffht posture, or 
part with his hand : then he began to wish for the sword 
of Amadis, against which no enchantment .could prevail ; 
then cursed his fortune ; then exaggerated the loss whidi 
the world would sustain while he remained enchanted, ad 
he firmly believed himself to be ; then he reflected anew 
upon his beloved Dulcinea del Toboso ; then he called 
to his trusty squire, Sancho Panza, who, stretched upon 
the pannel of his ass, and buried in sleep, at that instant 
retained no remembrance of the mother that bore him j 
then he implored the assistance of the two sages, Lir» 
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fj^Httda and Alquife ; then he invoked his good friend^ 
Urganda^ for succour in his distress; and in fine> thfi 
ladrning found him in that situation^ so distracted and 
perplexed^ that he roared aloud like a bull^ without ex- 
pecting that the day would put an end to his disaster^ 
which he thought would be eternal^ believing himself 
actually enchanted; and this opinion was confirmed 
"fyj his seeing that Rozinante scarce offered to stir ; for 
bewa^ persuaded that in this manner^ without eatings 
drinking^ or sleeping^ he and his horse would continue 
until the evil influence of the stars should pass over, or 
some other sage of superior skill disengage them from 
their enchantment 

But^ for ouce^ he was mistaken in his calculation ; for 
day had scarce began to dawn, when four men on horse- 
back arrived. at the inn> well mounted and accoutred^ 
with carbines hanging at their saddle-bows : the knight 
perceiving from the place^ where in spite of his misfor- 
tune he still kept guard, that they thundered for en- 
trance at the gate^ which was still snut> called in an ar- 
rogant and haughty tone " Knights or squires, or who- 
soever you are, you have no business to make such 
a noise at the gate of this castle ; for it is very plain 
that either the people within are asleep, or unaccus- 
tomed at these hours to open the fortress, which you 
eannot enter before the sun-rise. Retire, therefore^ 
and wait until the day be farther advanced, and then 
w« shall see whether or not you have any title to be ad- 
aritted/' 

*' What the devil of a fortress or castle is this that we 
must observe such ceremony !" said one of the companv: 
^' if you are the inn-keeper, order somebody to open the 
door : we are all travellers, and only want to bait, that 
ifre may forthwith proceed on our journey, for we 
are in haste." " Gentlemen," replied Don Quixote^ 
'^ do you think I resemble an inn-keeper ?" " I don't 
know what you resemble," answered the other : " but 
this I know, that you talk nonsense in calling this inn a 
castle." '' A castle it is," cried the knight, " and one of 
the best in this province; nay, at this very instant 
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it contains those who have worn crowns on their heads 
and wielded sceptres in their hands." *^ Or rather the 
reverse/' said the traveller : " that is, the sceptre on the 
head, and crown in the hand ;* but perhaps there may 
be within some company oi strollers, who freqaently 
wear these crowns and sceptres you mention ; for odiv- 
wise, in such a sorry inn, without any sort of noise 
or stir, I cannot believe that any persons of such note 
would lodge." " You know little of the world," replied 
Don Quixote, *' since you are so ignorant of the events 
that happen in knight-errantry." 

The other horsemen, being tired with this dialogue, 
that passed between the knight and their companion, be- 
j^an again to knock and bawl with such vociferation, 
that the landlord and all the persons in the inn waking, 
rose to see who called so furiously : about this time, one 
of the horses belonging to the travellers drew near and 
smelled at Rozinante, who sad and melancholy, with his 
ears hanging down, stood supporting his outstretched 
master without stirring; but at length being made of 
flesh, though he seemed to have been carved out of a 
block, he was sensible of the civility, and turned about 
to repay the compliment to the courteous stranger ; and 
scarce had he moved one step, when both his master's 
feet slipping i¥om the saddle, he would have tumbled to 
the ground had not he hung by his arm, which endured 
such torture in the shock, that he eerily believed it was 
cut off by the wrist, or torn away by the shoulder. He 
was suspended so low, that the tops of his toes almost 
touched the ground ; a circumstance that increased his 
^amity ; for feeling how little he wanted of being firmly 
Sustained, he stretched and fatigued himself with endea^ 
vouring to set his feet upcm the ground, like thosRe 
wretches who, in undergoing the strappado^ being hoisted 
up a verv little space, increase their own torment by their 
eager efforts to lengthen their bodies, misled by the vain 
hope of reaching the ground. 



• Alluding to the delinquents, who were branded and marked with 
these figures. . .■ * 
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CHAPTER IX. 

JL CONTINUATION OF TBR 8VRPRIZIN6 EVBNTS THAT 
HAPPENED AT THE INN. 

I>ON Quixote actually made such a hideous outcry, 
that the inn-keeper opened the door, and ran out to see 
what was the matter ; while the strangers that remained 
without were no less astonished at his bellowing. M ari- 
tomes being also waked by the same noise, conjectured 
what might be the case, and going straight to the hay- 
loft without being perceived, untied the halter that sus- 
tained him, so that the knight came to the ground, in 
sight of the landlord and strangers, who running up asked 
what was the matter with him> and wherefore he cried so 
violently ? Without answering one word, he loosed the 
tether from his wrist, and rising up, mounted Rozinante, 
braced his target, couched his lance, and making a pretty 
large circuit in the field, returned at a half gallop, pro^ 
Bouncing with great emphasis, *' If any person what* 
ever sayeth that I have justly suffered enchantment, I 
here, with the permission of my ladv Princess Micomir 
cona, give him the lie, challenge ana defy him to single 
combat." 

The travellers were amazed at his words ; but their 
astonishment abated, when the inn-keeper told them 
who Don Quixote was, observing that they ought not to 
mind what he did, because he was disordered in bis 
i)rain : then they asked if he had seen a youth about fif^ 
teen years of age, dressed like a young muleteer, with 
such and such marks, giving an exact description of 
Donna Clara's lover. The landlord answered there were 
so many people in his house, that he could not possibly 
distinguish the person for whcHn they inquired ; but one 
of them perceiving the judge's coach, '* He must certainly 
be here," said he ; *' for this is the coach which they say 
he followed : let one of us stay at the door, and the rest 
go in to search for him : it will also be proper that one 
go round the' whole house, to prevent his escaping over 
the yard-wall. This plan being agreed upon, two of 
Uiem entered the inn, another remained at the docH*, and 
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the fourth rode round the house to reconnoitre ; white ^ 
landlord^ observing every thinff that passed, could noi 
conceive the meaning of all this care and diligence, n^ 
though he believed they were in search of the youth 
whom they had described. By this time it was clear 
day*light, and upon that account, as well as in conse- 
quence of Don Quixote's roaring, all the company were 
awake and got up, especially Donna Clara and Dorothea^ 
who had slept very little that night ; the first being dis- 
turbed and alarmed, by reflecting Uiat her lover was so 
near, and the other kept awake by the desire of seeing 
this pretended muleteer. 

Don Quixote, seeing that none of the travellers took 
the least notice of him, or made any answer to his de^ 
fiance, was transported with rage and vexation ; and if 
he could have recollected any law of chivalry, authoris-- 
ing a knight-errant to undertake another enterprise, 
while he was under promise and oath to abstain from 
any adventure, until that in which he was engaged al- 
ready, was achieved; he would have assaulted them alto-> 
gether, and forced them to replv contrary to their indi* 
nation ; but thinking it was neither expedient nor just to 
be^ a new enterprize, until he had re-established the 
Princess Micomicona on her throne, he chose to be silent, 
waiting to see the effects of that diligence practised by 
the new comers, one of whom found the youth they came 
in quest of sleeping by the side of a muleteer, and little 
dreaming that any body was in search of him: much lesg 
that he was in any danger of being discovered. The 
man, however, shook him by the arm, saying, '^ Truly, 
fiignor Don Lewis, this is a very suitable dress for one of 
your qualitv; and the bed in which you now lie ex* 
tremely well adapted to the tenderness and delicacy in 
whicK your mother brought you up." 

The youth rubbed his sleepy eyes, and looking sted- 
fastly at the person who held him by the arm, no sooner 
perceived that he was one of his father's servants, than 
be was so surprised and confounded, that for a good 
while he could not speak one word : while the domestic 
proceeded, saying, " At present, Don Lewis, there i^. 
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aC^thingelse tobe done, but to exert your patience and return 
]|ome, if you are not resolved that your father and my 
l»dj shall visit the other world ; for nothing else can be 
expected from their anxiety at your absence." " How 
dia my father get notice that I travelled this road, and in 
this habit ?" said Don Lewis. " A student," replied the 
servant, " to whom you imparted your intention, was so 
much moved by the sorrow that took possession of your 
parents the moment you were missed, that he disclosed 
your scheme to your father, who instantly dispatched 
four of his domestics in search of you ; and we are all 
here at your service, infinitely rejoiced that we have now 
an opportunity of returning speedily, and carrying you 
back to the longing eyes of uiose bv whom you are so 
iCiuch beloved." " That may depena upon my own vdll 
and the appointment of Heaven," said die young noble-« 
man. ^' What should you will, or Heaven ordain, but 
your immediate return, which, indeed you cannot possi- 
bly avoid." 

All this conversation was overheard by the muleteer 
with whom Don Lewis lay, who got up immediately, and 
going to Don Fernando, Cardenio, and the ladieis, who 
were already dressed, told them how the man calle^d 
his fellow-servant Don, and communicated every thing 
that passed between them, concerning the domestic's pro- 
posal of conducting him home again, and the youth's re* 
Cusal to comply with his desire. This information, to* 
gether with the knowledge of that sweet voice, with 
which Heaven had endowed him, excited in all the com* 
psny a desire of knowing more* particularly who he was^ 
and even of assisting him, should they ofer any violence 
to his inclination : for this purpose, therefore, they re« 
paired to the place where he still stood, talking and dis-t 
puting with his father's servant. At the same time. Do* 
rotbea coming out of her apartment, followed by Donna 
Clara, in the utmost confusion called Cardenio aside, and 
briefly related to him the story of the musician and the 
judge's daughter: and he, in his turn, informed her of what 
passed on the arrival of his father's servants. This he spoke 
notso sofdy, but that he was overheard by Clara, who was- 
ao much affected at the ncMS, that if Dorothea had not 
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iupported her^ she would have fallen to the ground : bat 
Cardenio desired them to retire into their apartmenti 
saying, he would endeavour to set every thing to rights, 
and they accordingly followed his advice. Meanwhile, 
the four^ who had come in quest of Don Lewis, stood 
round him in the inn, persuading him to return without 
loss of time, and console his' melancholy father ; but he 
assured them he could by no means comply with thdr 
request^ until he had finished an affair upon which his 
honour, life, and soul depended. Then the domestics 
began to be more urgent, protesting they would, in no 
shape, return without him ; and declaring, that if he 
Irould not go willingly they should be obliged to carry 
him off by force. " That you shall never do," replied 
Don Lewis, '^ unless you carry me off dead : and indeed 
you may as well kill me, as force me away in any shape/' 
Most of the people in the house were now gathered 
together to hear the dispute, particularly Cardenio, Don 
Fernando, his companions, the judge, curate, barber, and 
Don Quixote, who thought it was no longer necessary 
to guard the castle. Cardenio being already acquainted 
with the young man's story, asked what reason the do- 
mestics had to carry off the youth contrary to his own 
inclination ? " Our motive,'' replied one of the four, 
^' is to retrieve his father's life, which is in danger 6f 
being lost, on account of this young gentleman's ab* 
sence." To this declaration Don Lewis answered, *' There 
iB no reason why I should here give an account of my 
affairs ; I am ^ree, and will return if I please ; otherwise 
none of you shall compel me into your measures." 
" Your honour .will, I hope, hear reason," said the ser- 
vant ; " or if you should not, it will be enough for ua to 
execute our errand, as we are in duty-bound." 
' Here the judge desiring to know the whole affaiY from 
the bottom, the man having lived in the same neighbour- 
hood knew him well, and replied, " My lord judge, 
don't you know that young gentleman is your neigh- 
bour's son, who hath absented himself from his father^s 
house, in a dress altogether unbecoming his quality, og 
your lordship may perceive ?" Then the judge, looking 
at him more attentively, recollected his features, and em- 
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bracing him, said, '' What frolic is this, Don Lewis ? or 
what powerful cause hath induced you to come hither in 
a garb so ill suited to your rank and fortune ?" The 
tears gushing into the young man's eyes, he could not 
answer one word to the judge, who desired the four do^ 
mestics to make themselves easy, for all would be well ; 
then taking Don Lewis by the hand, he led him aside, 
and asked again the cause of his coming in that manner. 
While he was employed in this and other questions, 
ihey heard a great noise at the inn door, occasioned by 
two men who had lodged all night in the house, and 
who, seeing every body intent upon knowing the busi-^ 
ness of the four last comers, resolved to march oiF with« 
out paying their reckoning: but the inn-keeper, who 
minded his own affairs more than those of any other 
person, stopped them on the threshold, demanded his 
money, and upbraided them for their evil intention with 
sneh abusive language, as provoked them to answer by 
dint of fists, which they began to employ so dextrously, 
diat the poor landlord found himself under the necessity 
of calling aloud for assistance. His wife and daughter 
seeing nobody so idle, consequently so proper for the 
purpose, as Don Quixote, the damsel addressed him in 
these words : '* Sir Knight, I beseech your worship, by 
the valour which God hath given you, to go to the as- 
sistance of my poor father, whom two wicked men are 
now beating to a jelly." To this request the knight re- 
plied, with great leisure and infinite phlegm^ " Beautiful 
young lady, I cannot at present grant your petition, 
being restricted from intermeddling in any other adven- 
ture, until I shall have accomplished one, in which my 
honour is already engaged : all that I can do for your 
service is this ; run and desire your father Ut maintain 
thd combat as well as he can, and by no means allow, 
himself to be overcome, until I go and ask permission of 
the Princess Micomicona to succour him in his distress ; 
and if I obtain it, be assured that I will rescue him from 
all danger." " Sinner that I am !" cried Maritornes, 
who was then present, " before your worship can obtain 
that permission, my master will be in the other world." 
'^ 4ilow me, madam," answered Don Quixote, " to gr 
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and solicit the licence I mention^ which if I obtain^ I 
shall not make much account of his being in the d^het 
world, from whence I will retrieve him, though all its in^ 
habitants should combine to oppose me ; at least I shall 
take such vengeance on those who have sent them thither, 
as will give you full and ample satisfacticm." 

So sapng, he went and kneeled before Dorothea, beg^' 
ging in the style and manner of knight-errantry, tmt 
her highness would be pleased to give him permission to 
run and assist the constable of the castle, who was at 
that time involved in a very grievous disaster. The 
princess, having very graciously granted his request, he 
braced on his target, unsheath^ his sword, and ran to 
the gate where the two guests still continued pummel* 
ling the landlord ; but as soon as he beheld Uiem, he 
stopped short, as if suddenly surprized, and when Mari^ 
tomes and her mistress asked what hindered him from 
giving assistance to their master and husband, " I am 
hindered," answered the knight, ^' by a law which will 
not permit me to use my sword against plebeiitns ; but 
Call hither my squire Sancho, for to him it belongs, and 
is peculiar, to engage in such vengeance or defence." 

This transaction happened on die very field of battle, 
while kicks and cuffs were dealt with infinite dexterity, 
to the no small prejudice of the inn-keeper's carcase, and 
the rage of his wife, daughter, and Maritomes, who 
were half distracted at seeing the cowardice of Don 
Quixote, and the distress of their lord and master. But 
let us here leave him awhile ; for he shall not want one 
to assist him ; or else let him suffer with patience, and 
hold his tongue, as becomes those who rashly undertake 
adventures which they have not strength to achieve ; and 
let us retreat backwards about fifty yards, to see what 
answer Don Lewis made to the judge, whom we left in- 
quiring the cause of his travelling on foot in such a mean 
habit. The youth squeezing both his hands with great 
eagerness, in token of the excessive grief that wrung his 
heart, and shedding a flood of tears, replied to this que^ 
tion, " Dear sir, I can give you no other reason, but that 
from the first moment that fortune made us neighbours, 
and Heaven ordained tliat I should see Donna Clara, 
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joar daughter and my delight^ I that instant made her 
ilii&itress of my heart ; and if your inclination^ my real 
lord and father, does not oppose my happiness, this very 
day she shall be my lawful wife : for her I forsook my 
father's house, and disguised myself in this manner, with 
a resolution to follow whithersoever she should go, di* 
recting my views towards her, like the arrow to its 
mark, and the needle to the pole ; though she knows no 
more of my passion than what she may have understood 
&om the tears which, at a distance, she hath often seen 
me shed. You yourself, my lord, know the rank and 
fortune of my father, whose sole heir I am : if you think 
that a motive sufficient for venturing to make me per- 
fectly happy, receive me immediately as your son ; and 
diough my father, prompted perhaps by other views, 
should be disobliged at the blessing which I have chosen 
for myself, it is in the power of time to work greater 
changes and alterations than human prudence can foresee." 

Here the enamoured youth left off speaking, and the 
judge remained in the utmost suspense ; not only admir- 
ing the discretion with which Don Lewis had disclosed' 
his passion, but also finding himself perplexed about the 
resolution he was to take in such a sudden and unexpected 
affair. He therefore made no other reply for the present, 
but to desire he would make himself easy, and detain his 
servants a day longer, that he might have time to consi* 
der what steps it would be most proper to take for the 
satisfaction of all concerned. Don Lewis kissed his hands 
by force, and even bathed them with his tears ; a cir- 
cumistance sufficient to melt a heart of marble, much more 
that of the judge, who being a man of prudence, had 
already conceived all the advantages of such a match for 
his daughter ; though he wished it could be effected, if 
possible, with the consent of the young man's father, 
who he knew had some pretensions to a title for his son. 

By this time peace was re-established between the inn- 
keeper and his. two lodgers, who being persuaded by the 
arguments and exhortations of Don Quixote, more than 
by his threats, had paid their reckoning to the last far- 
thing; and the servants of Don Lewis waited the result 
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of the judge's advice^ together with their master's resolu- 
tion ; when the devil^ who is ever watchful^ so ordered 
matters, that the barber should just then enter the inn ; 
that very barber from whom Don Quixote had retrieved 
Mambrino's helmet, and Sancho Panza taken the fumi-> 
ture of his ass, which he had exchanged for his own. 
This individual shaver, as he led his beast to the stable, 
perceived Sancho employed in mending something that 
belonged to the pannel, and knowing him at first sight, 
assaulted the squire in a trice, crying, /^ Ha ! Don Thief, 
I have caught you at last. Restore my basiki and pannel^ 
with all the furniture you stole from me." 

Sanchoj seeing himself so suddenly attacked, and hear- 
ing the reproachful language of his antagonist^ with e/oe 
hand laid fast hold on the pannel, and with the other 
bestowed upon the barber such a slap in the face, as 
bathed his whole jaws in blood. But for all that he 
would not quit the pannel, which he had also seized ; on 
the contrary, he raised his voice so high as to alarm the 
whole company, and bring them to the scene of conten- 
tion, crying, <' Justice! help in the king's name! this 
robber wants to murder me because I endeavour to reco- 
ver my own property." " You lie," answered the squire, 
" I am no robber ; my lord Don Quixote won these spoils 
&irly in battle." The knight coming up among the rest, 
beheld with infinite satisfaction his squire so alert in of- 
fending and defending, and looking upon him from 
thenceforward as a man of valour, resolved in his heart 
to have him dubbed with the first opportunity, confident 
that on him the order of knighthood would be very well 
bestowed. Among other things alleged by the barber in 
the course of the fray, " Gentlemen,"^ said he, '' that pan- 
nel belongs as much to me b» my soul belongs to God ; 
for I know it as well as if it had been produced by my 
own body ; and though I had all the mind in the world, 
my ass, which is now in the stable, would not suffer me 
to tell a falsehood : since you will not take my word, 
pray go and try it upon his back, and if *it does not fit 
him to a hair, I shall give you leave to call me the greats 
est liar upon earth. Besides^ the very same day on which 



dbyGoogk 



JDON QT7I2LOTB. 9^ 

Xhey took my pannel^ they aLso robbed me of a new brass 
baain, never hanselled^ that cost me a good crown." * 

Dor Quixote hearing this^ could contain himself no 
longer^ but interposed between the combatants, whom 
he parted, and depositing the pannel on the ground to 
be publicly viewed, until the truth should appear, ad- 
dressed himself thus to the spectators : '' Gentlemen, you 
may now clearly and manifestly perceive how this honest 
squire errs in his judgment, by calling that a basin, 
which was, is, and shall be, Mambrino's helmet : a piece 
of armour I won in fair and open battle, and now pos- 
sess by the just laws of conquest. With regard to the 
pannel, I will not intermeddle : all that I can say of the 
matter is, that my squire Sancho having asked permis- 
sion to take the trappings of that coward's horse, and 
adorn his own with them, I gave him leave, and he took 
them accordingly ; though I can give no other reason for 
their being now converted into a pannel, but that such 
transformations frequently happen in the events of chi- 
valry : yet as a confirmation of what 1 say, run friend 
Sancho, and bring hither the helmet which this honest 
noan calls a basin.'^ 

'' Fore God I" answered Sancho, '' if your worship 
has no better proof of our honourable doings than what 
you mention, Mambrino's helmet will turn out a basin, 
as certainly as this honest man's trappings are transmo- 
gr£q)hied into a pannel." " Do what I order," replied 
the knight ; '^ sure I am, every things in this castle cannot 
but be conducted by enchantment." Sancho went ac- 
cordingly, and fetched this basin or helmet of Mambrino, 
as his master called it, which Don Quixote taking in his 
hand, said '' Behold, gentlemen, with what face this 
plebeiaq can affirm that this is a basin, and not the helmet 
I have mentioned : now, I swear by the order of knight- 
hood I profess, that this is the individual helmet which I 
took from him, without the least addition or diminution." 
" Without all manner of doubt," said Sancho ; '* for 
since my master won it, to this good hour, he hath used 



• Literally, " Lady of a crown.'* 
VOL. II. H 
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it but in one battle, when he delivered those mischievpus 
galley-slaves ; and if it had not been for that same basin- 
helmet, he could not have come off so well ; for there 
was a deadly shower of stones rained upon his pate in 
that storm." 



CHAPTER X. 

THE DECISION OP THE DOUBTS CONCERNING MAX- 
BRINO'S HELMET AND THE PANNE L, WITH A FULL 
AND TRUE ACCOUNT OP MANY OTHER ADVENTURES. 

'' Gentlemen," said the barber, ^' pray favour me 
with your opinion concerning what is affirmed by these 
gentlefolks^ who so obstinately maintain that this is not 
a basin but a helmet ?" " And if any one affirms to the 
contrary," replied Don Quixote, '^ I will make him sen- 
sible that he lies, if he be a knight ; and if a plebeian^ 
that he lies a thousand times." His own townsman, who 
was present all the while, being well acquainted with t^e 
knight's humour, resolved to encourage him in his ex- 
travagance, and carry on the joke for the diversion of the 
company : with this view he addressed himself to the 
other shaver, saying " Mr. Barber, or whosoever you 
are, you must know that I am of the same profession : I 
have had a certificate of my examination these twenty 
years ; and know very well all the instruments of the 
art, without excepting one : I was, moreover, a soldier 
in my youth, consequently can distinguish an helmet, a 
morion, and a casque, with its beaver, together with 
every thing relating to military affairs ; I mean the dif- 
ferent kinds of armour worn by soldiers in the field : I 
say under correction, and still with submission to better 
judgment, that the object now in dispute, which that 
worthy gentleman holds in his hand, is not only no 
barber's basin, but also as far from being one as black is 
from white, or falsehood from truth. I likewise aver, 
that though it is an helmet, it is not entire.'* '^ You are 
certainly in the right," said Don Quixote, '^ for it wants 
one half, which is the beaver." 

The curate, who by this time understood the intention 
of his friend, seconded this asseveration, which was also 
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CDnfirmed by Cardenio. Don Fernando and his conipa- 
irions^ and the judge himself would have borne a part in 
the jest, had he not been engrossed by the affair of Don 
Lewis ; but that earnest business kept him in such per- 
plexity of thought that he could give little or no attention 
to the joke that was going forward. 

'* Good God V* cried the barber, with amazement, ** is 
it possible that so many honourable persons should pro- 
nounce this basin to be a helmet ! an assertion sufficient 
to astonish a whole university, let it be ever so learned. 
Well, if that basin be a helmet, I suppose the pannel must 
be a horse's trappings too, as - this gentleman says." 
*' To me it seems a pannel," replied the knight ; '' but, 
as I have already observed, I will not pretend to decide 
whether it be the pannel of an ass, or the furniture of a 
steed." '* Don Quixote has no more to do but speak his 
opinion," said the curate ; " for in affairs of chivalry, all 
these gentlemen, myself, and even the ladies, yield to his 
superior understanding." '*By Heaven! gentlemen," 
cried the knight, " so many strange accidents have hap- 
pened to me, twice that I have lodged in this castle, that 
I will not venture positively to affirm the truth of any- 
thing that may be asked relating to it ; for I imagine 
that everything in this place is conducted by the power 
of enchantment The first time I passed the night in 
this place, I was harassed extremely by an enchanted 
moor that resides in this castle, while Sancho was almost 
as roughly handled by some of his attendants ; and this 
very night I was suspended by one arm, for the space of 
two hours, without knowing how or wherefore I incurrejd 
that misfortune. For me; therefore, to give my opinion 
in a case of such perplexity, would be a rash decision : 
with regard to the helmet^ which they say is a basin^ I 
have already expressed my sentiments ; but dare not 
give a definitive sentence, by declaring whether that be 
a pannel, or horse's ^miture. That I leave to the judg- 
m^it of the good company, who, not being knights, as I 
am, perhaps are not subjected to the enchantments of 
this place ; but enjoying their faculties clear and undis- 
turbed, can judge of these things as they really and truly 
h2 
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are> not as they appear to my ima^nadon.'* ^^ Doubt- 
less," replied Don Fernando, " Signor Don Quixote 
manifests his own prudence in observing that to us be«> 
longs the determination of this affair, which, that it may 
be the better founded, I will in private take the opinions 
of this company, one by one, and then openly declare 
the full result of my inquiry." 

To those who were acquainted with the knight's hu- 
mour, this proposal afforded matter of infinite diversion; 
but the rest, being ignorant of the joke, looked upon it 
as a piece of downright madness : this was particularly 
the opinion of the domestics belonging to Don Lewis, 
which was even espoused by himself and three travellers 
just arrived, who seemed to be troopers of the holy bro- 
therhood, as indeed they were ; but he that almost, ran 
distracted was the barber, whose basin was even in his 
own sight transformed into Mambrino's helmet, while 
he expected every moment that his pannel would be 
certainly declared the rich trappings and furniture of a 
horse. Every body laughed to see Don Fernando going 
about with great gravity, collecting opinions in whispers, 
that each might privately declare whether that jewel, 
about which there had been such obstinate disputes, was 
the pannel of an ass, or the furniture of a stee^. Having 
received the answers of those who knew Don Quixote;, 
he pronounced aloud, '^ Truly, honest friend, I am quite 
tired with asking so many opinions ; for every one, to 
whom I put the question, affirms it is downright distrac- 
tion to call this a pannel, which is certainly the furniture 
of a horse, and that, too, of excellent breed. Therefore, 
you must even have patience ; for in spite of you, and 
the testimony of your ass to boot, a horse's furniture it 
must remain, as you have failed so egregiously in the 
proof of what you allege." " May I never taste the joys 
of Heaven !" cried the transported barber, '' if you are 
not all deceived; and so may my. soul appear before 
Ood, as this appears to me^ a mere pannel, and not the 
furniture of a horse !. but thus* might overcomes — I 

* Xlie original would be more ' literally translated, by saying, " The 
bw*» measure is the king's pleasure." 
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say iio more, neither am I drank, being fresb and fasting 
from everything but sin." 

The company laughed as heartily at the simplicity of 
the barber, as the extravagance of the knight, who, upon 
this decision, said, ''Nothing now remains, but that 
every one should take his own again, and may *St. Peter 
bless what God bestows." One of the four servants be- 
longing to Don Lewis now interposed, saying, " If this 
be not a premeditated joke, I cannot persuade myself 
that people of sound understanding, such as all this com- 
pany are, or seem to be, should venture to say and afBrm, 
that this is no basin, nor that a pannel ; yet seeing this 
is both said and affirmed, I conceive there must be some 
mystery in thus insisting upon a thing so contrary to 
truth and experience ; for, by God ! (an oath he swore 
witii great emphasis) all the poople on earth shall never 
make i<ie believe that this is not a barber's basin, or that 
not the pannel of an he-ass." '' Why not of a she-ass ?" 
said the curate. " That distinction makes no difference," 
said the servant ; *' nor has it any concern with the dis- 
pute, which is occasioned by your saying that it is not a 
pannel &t all." 

At the same time, one of the troopers, who had en- 
tered, and been witness to the quarrel and question, 
could no longer contain his choler and displeasure at 
what he heard, and therefore said, in a furious tone, 
'' If that is not a pannel, my father never begat me ; arid 
he that says, or shall say the contrary, must be drunk." 
" You lie like an infamous scoundrel," replied Dob 
Quixote, who, lifting up his lance, which he still kept in 
his hand, aimed such a stroke at the trooper's skull, that 
if he had not been very expeditious in shifting it, he 
would have been stretched at full length upon the ground, 
on which the weapon was shivered to pieces : the rest of 
the troop, sedng their companion so roughly handled, 
raised their voices, crying for help to the holy brother- 
hood : the inn-keeper, being of that fraternity, ran in 
for his tipstaff and sword, and espoused the cause of his 
_ _ — , r<^V » \ .i 
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brethren : the domestics surrounded Don Lewis, that he 
might not escape in the scuffle ; the barber, seeing the 
house turned topsy-turvy, laid hold again of the pannel, 
which was at the same time seized by Sancho; Don 
Quixote attacked the troopers sword in hand; Don 
Lewis called to his servants to leave him, and go to the 
assistance of Cardenio and Don Fernando, who had ranged 
themselves on the side of Don Quixote ; the curate ex- 
horted, the landlady screamed, the daughter wept, Ma- 
ritornes blubbered, Dorothea was confounded, Lucinda 
perplexed, and Donna Clara fainted away ; the barber 
pummelled Sancho, who returned the compliment ; one 
of the servants, presuming to seize Don Lewis by the 
arm, that he might not run away, the young gentleman 
gave him such a slap in the face, as bathed all his teeth 
in blood; the judge exerted himself in his defence. 
Don Fernando, having brought one of the troopers to 
the ground, kicked his whole carcass to his hearths con- 
tent; the landlord raised his voice again, roaring far 
help to the holy brotherhood ; so that the whole inn was 
a scene of lamentation, cries, shrieks, confusion, dread, 
dismay, disaster, back-strokes, cudgelling, kicks, cuffs, 
and effusion of blood. In the midst of this labyrinth, 
chaos, and composition of mischief, Don Quixote's ima* 
gination suggested, that he was all of a sudden involved 
in the confusion of Agramonte's camp; and therefore 
pronounced, with a voice that made Uie whole inn re- 
sound, ''Let every man forbear, put up his sword, be 
quiet and listen, unless he be weary of his life." 

On hearing this exclamation, all the combatants 
paused, while he proceeded thus : " Did not I tell you, 
gentlemen, that this castle was enchanted, and doubtless 
inhabited by a whole legion of devils ; as a proof of 
which, you may now perceive, with your own eyes, how 
the discord and mutiny in Agramonte's camp is trans- 
lated hither : behold, in one place we fight for a sword ; 
in another for a horse ; in a third for an eagle ; and in 
a fourth for a helmet : in short, we are all by the ears 
together, for we know not what Advance, therefore^ 
my lord judge, and Mr. Curate, and in the persons of 
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Agramoute and King Sobrino^ re-establish peace among 
lis ; for, by Almighty God ! it were wicked and absurd; 
that persons of our iinportance should be slain in such a 
frivolous cause/' 

The troopers, who did not understand the knight's 
style, and found themselves very severely treated by 
Don Fernando, Cardenio, and their companions, would 
not be pacified ; but it was otherwise with the barber, 
who in the scuffle had lost both his pannel and beard : 
Sancho, who, like a faithful servant, minded the least 
hint of his master, willingly obeyed ; and the servants 
of Don Lewis were fain to be quiet, seeing how little 
they had got by concerning themselves in the fray ; the 
innkeeper alone insisted upon their chastizing the in- 
solence of that madman, who was every moment throwing 
the whole house into confusion: at length, the dis- 
turbance was appeased, the pannel remained as a horse's 
furniture till the day of judgment, the basin as an helmet, 
and the inn as a castle, in Don Quixote's imagination. 

Every thing being thus amicably composed, by the 
persuasion of the judge and priest, the servants of Don 
Lewis began again to press him with great obstinacy to 
set out with them for his father's house immediately ; 
and while he expostulated with them, the judge con- 
sulted with Don Fernando, Cardenio, and the curate, 
about what he should do on this occasion, imparting to 
them the declaration Don Lewis had made : at last, it 
was agreed that Don Fernando should tell the servants 
who he was ; and express a desire that Don Lewis should 
accompany him to Andalusia, where his brother, the 
marquis should entertain him according to his rank and 
morit ; for he well knew the young gentleman- was fixed 
in the determination of being cut to pieces rather than 
return to his father at that time. The domestics, being 
informed of Don Femando's quality, and understanding 
the resolution of Don Lewis, determined amongst them- 
selves, that three of them should return and give the 
father an account of what had happened; while the 
fourth 'should attend the young gentleman until they 
should either come back for him, or know his fatherfs 
pleasure. 
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In this manner was that accumulation of quarrds 
appeased^ by the authority of Agramonte and prudence 
of King Sobrino ; but the enemy of concord and rival 
of peace, being thus foiled and disappointed^ and seeing 
how little fruit he had reaped from the labyrinth of con- 
fusion in which he had involved them, determined to try 
his hand once more, and revive discord and disturbance 
anew j and these were the means he practised for this 
purpose : the troopers apprized of the quality of those 
with whom they had been engaged, were fain to be quiet^ 
and retreat from the fray, concluding that whatever 
might happen they would have the worst of the battle ; 
but one of them, who had been pummelled and kicked 
by Don Fernando; recollected that among other warrants 
for apprehending delinquents, he had one against D<m 
Quixote, issued .by the holy brotherhood, on account of 
his having set the galley-slaves at liberty^ as Sancho had 
very justly feared : this coming into his head, he was 
resolved to assure himself whether or not the knight's 
person agreed with the description ; and pulling out of 
his bosom a bundle of parchment, he soon found what 
he sought, and beginning to spell with great deliberation, 
(for he was by no means an expert reader) between every 
word he fixed his eyes upon the knight, whose phy- 
siognomy he compared with the marks specified in the 
warrant, and discovered, beyond all doubt, that he was 
the very person described : no sooner was he thus con* 
vinced, than putting up the parchment, and holding the 
warrant in his left hand, he, with his right, seized Don 
Quixote so fast by the collar, that he could scarce fetch 
his breath, roaring aloud, '^ Help, in the name of the 
holy brotherhood ; and that you may see my demand is 
just, read that warrant for apprehending this highway- 
man." 

The curate, upon perusing the warrant, found what 
the trooper said was true, and that the description exactly 
agreed with the person of Don Quixote, who seeing him<* 
self so unworthily treated by such a ragamuffin, was 
incensed to the highest degreee, so that every bone in 
his body;j trembled with rage; and he made shift to 
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fasten on the trooper's throat with both hands so 
violently^ that if his companions had not come to his 
assistance^ he would have quitted his life before the 
knight had quitted his hold. The innkeeper being 
obliged to -succour his brethren, ran immediately to their 
assistance ; his wife, seeing her husband re-engaged in 
the quarrel^ exalted her voice anew ; Maritomes and the 
daughter squalled in concert, imploring Heaven and the 
bye-standers for help : Sancho perceiving what passed, 
'' By the Lord !" cried he, *' what ray master says about 
the enchantments of this castle is certainly true ; for it 
is impossible to Kve an hour in quiet within its walls !" 

Don Fernando parted the knight and trooper to their 
mutual satisfaction, unlocking their hands^ which were 
fast clinched in the doublet-collar of the one, and the 
windpipe of the other : but for all that, they did not 
cease demanding their prisoner, and the assistance of the 
company, in binding and delivering him to their charge, 
agreeable to the service of the king, and the order of the 
holy brotherhood, in whose behalf they repeated their 
demand of favour and assistance, to secure that felon, 
robber, and thief. Don Quixote smiled at hearing these 
epithets, and with much composure replied, *' Come 
hither, ye vile and base-bom race ! do you call it' the 
province of a highwayman to loose the chains of the 
captive, and set the prisoner free — to succour Uie miser- 
able, raise the fallen, relieve the distressed ! Ah ! in- 
famous crew ! whose low and grovelling understanding 
renders you unworthy that Heaven should reveal to you 
the wordi that is contained in knight-errantry, or make 
you sensible of your sin and ignorance, in neglecting to 
reverse the very shadow, much more the substance of 
any knight. Come hither, ye rogues in ia troop, and not 
troopers ; ye robbers licensed by the holy brotherhood ; 
and tell me what ignorant wretch he was who signed a 
warrant of caption against such a knight as me! who 
did not know that we are exempted from all judicial 
authority, and that a knight's own sword is his law, he 
being privileged by his valour and restricted only by his 
will and pleasure ? Who was the blockhead, I say, who 
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does not know^'that no gentleman's charted contains so 
many rights and indulgences as adhere to a knight- 
errant the very day on which he is dubbed^ and devotes 
himself to the painful exercise of arms? What knight^ 
errant ever paid tax^ toU^ custom^ duty^ or excise? 
What tailor ever brought in a bill for making his 
clothes ? What governor ever made him pay for lodg- 
ing in his castle ? What king did ever neglect to seat 
him at his own table ? What damsel ever resisted his 
duumois^ or refused to submit herself entirely to his 
pleasure and will? And, in fine^ what knight-errant 
ever was^ is^ or will be^ whose single valour is not suffi- 
cient to annihilate four hundred troopers^ should they 
presume to oppose him. ?'^ 



CHAPTER XI. 

IN WHICH IS CONCLUDED THE NOTABLE ADVENTURE OF 
THE SURPRIZING FEROCITY OF OUR WORTHY KNIGHT 
DON QUIXOTE. 

While Don Quixote harangued in this manner^ the 
curate was employed in persuading the troopers that he 
was a man disordered in his judgment^ as they might 
perceive both by his words and actions^ and therefore 
they ought not to proceed any further in the affair ; for 
even if they should apprehend him, he would soon b» 
dismissed as a person non compos. To this observation, 
the man who had the warrant replied, that it was not his 
business to judge of Don Quixote's madness, but to obey 
the orders of his superiors ; and if he was apprehended 
once^ they might discharge him three hundred times 
over if they would. '^ For all that," said the priest, 
^' you must not carry him off at present, nor do I believe 
he will suffer himsehT to be so treated." 

In short, the curate talked so effectually, and the 
knight himself acted such extravagances, that the troopers 
must have been more mad than he if they had not plainly 
perceived his defect ; therefore they thought proper to 
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be satisfied^ and even perfonned the office of mediators, 
h^wixt the barber and Sancho Panza^ who still main- 
tained the fray with great animosity; for the troopers^ as 
limbs of justice^ brought the cause to an arbitration^ and 
decided it in such a manner^ as left both parties^ if not 
fully satisfied^ at least in some sort content with the de- 
termination ; which was^ that the pannels should be ex- 
changed^ but the girths and halters remain as they were. 
With regard to Mambrino's helmet^ the curate unper- 
ceived by Don Quixote, took the barber aside^ and paid 
eight rials for the basin, taking a receipt in full, that 
cleared the knight from any suspicion of fraud, from 
thenceforward, for ever, amen. 

These two quarrels, which were of the greatest im- 
portance of any that happened, being luckily composed, 
it remained that three of the servants belonging to Don 
Lewis should return, and the fourth accompany his mas- 
ter to the place whither Don Fernando intended to con- 
duct him ; and as good luck and favourable fortune had 
already begun to quell the spirit of discord, and smooth 
all difficulties, in behalf of the lovers and heroes in the 
inn, they were resolved to proceed in such a laudable 
work, and bring every thing to a happy conclusion ; for 
the domestics were satisfied with what Don Lewis pro- 
posed ; a circumstance that gave such pleasure to Donna 
Clara, that every body who beheld her face might have 
discerned the joy of her soul. Zorayda, though she did 
not well understand the incidents she had seen, was 
sorrowful and gay by turns, according as she perceived 
the company affected, particularly her Spaniard, upon 
whom her eyes and heart were always fixed. The inn- 
keeper, who took particular notice of the full satisfaction 
which the barber had received from the curate, deman- 
ded payment of Don Quixote of the reckoning, as well 
as for the damage he had done to the bags, and the loss 
of his wine, swearing that neither Rozinante nor Sancho's 
ass should stir from the stable until he should be satisfied 
to the last farthing."* The curate pacified the landlord, 

• It were to be wished, for the honour of Spanish inn-keepers, that 
Cervantes had caused mine host to restore Sancho's wallet, which he had 



dbyGoogk 



108 THE ACHIEYBMEN'TS OF 

and Don Fernando paid the bill^ althou/|^h the judge very 
frankly offered to take that upon himself: in this manner 
universal concord was restored ; so that the inn no longer 
represented the disorder in Agramonte's camp^ but rather 
the peace and quiet that reigned in the time of Octavius 
Caesar ; and this blessing was generally ascribed to the 
laudable intention and great eloquence of the priest, to- 
gether with the incomparable generosity of Don Fer- 
nando. 

Don Quixote now finding himself freed and disen- 
tangled from so many broils, in which both he and his 
squire had been involved^ thought it high time to pro- 
ceed on his journey^ in order to finish that great adventure 
to which he had been summoned and chosen : he, there- 
fore, with determined purpose, went and fell upon his 
knees, before Dorothea, who refusing to hear nim in 
that posture, he rose, in obedience to her will, and ex- 
pressed himself in this manner : — '* It is a common pro- 
verb, beauteous princess, that diligence is the mother of 
success ; and in many important causes experience hath 
shewn, that the assiduity of the solicitor hath brought a 
very doubtful suit to a very fortunate issue; but the 
truth of this maxim is no where more evinced than 
in war, where activity and dispatch anticipate the de- 
signs of the enemy, and obtain the victory before he has 
time to put himself in a posture of defence. This I ob- 
serve, most high and excellent princess, because in my 
opinion, our stay in this castle is unprofitable and preju- 
dicial, as we may one day perceive when it is too late ; 
for who knows but, by means of secret and artful spies, 
your enemy 'the giant may get notice that I am coming 
to destroy him ; and, taking the opportunity of our de- 
lay, fortify himself in some impregnable castle, against 
which all my diligence, and the strength of my indefati- 
gable arm, will not avail ; wherefore, most noble princess, 
let us, as I have already observed, prevent his designs 
by our activity, and set out immediately, in the name of 
good fortune, which your highness shall not long sigh 

detained on the day of the blanketing, as such restitution would have 
increased the general satisfaction. 
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for, after I shall have come within sight of your adver- 
sary." 

Here the knight left off speakings and with great 
composure expected the answer of the beautiful infanta^ 
who, with a most princely air, and in a style perfectly 
well suited to his address, replied in this manner : '' I 
thank you, sir knight, for the desire you express to assist 
me in my necessity, like a true knight, whose duty and 
province it is to succour the fatherless and distressed; 
and Heaven grant that your desire and my expectation 
may be fulfilled, that you may see there are grateful 
women upon earth. With regard to my departure, let 
it be as speedy as you please ; my will is altogether in- 
cluded in yours ; dispose of me, therefore, according to 
your own pleasure ; for she who hath once invested you 
with the charge and defence of her person, and solely 
depends upon your valour for being re-established on 
her throne, would act preposterously in seeking to con- 
tradict what your prudence . shall ordain." "In the 
name of God, then," cried Don Quixote, " since a prin- 
cess humbles herself thus before me, I will not let slip 
the opportunity of raising her up, and placing her upon 
the throne of her ancestors : let us depart immediately ; 
for the desire of seeing you restored, the length of the 
journey, and the common reflection that * delays are 
dangerous,' act as spurs upon my resolution ; and since 
Heaven hath not created, nor hell ever seen, an object 
that could strike me with terror and consternation, go 
Sancho, saddle Rozinante, prepare the queen's palfrey, 
and get ready your own ass, while we take leave of the 
constable and these noble personages, and set forward oa 
our journey without loss of time." 

Here Sancho, who was present all the time, shook his 
head, saying, " Ah, master, master ! there are more 
tricks in town than you dream of : with submission to 
the honourable lappets be it spoken." *' What tricks 
can there be either in town or city that can redound to 
my discredit, rascal ?" cried the knight. ^' Nay, if your 
worship be in a passion," replied the squire, ^'I will 
keep my tongue within my teeth, and not mention a syl- 
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lable of what^ as a trusty squire and faithful servant^ I 
am bound to reveal to my master." ^' Say i^hat thoa 
wouldst," answered Don Quixote, " so thy words have 
no tendency to make me afraid : for in being susceptible 
of fear, thou shewest the baseness of thy own character, 
as I, in being proof against all sorts of terror, preserve 
the dignity of mine." '^ As I am a sinner to God," cried 
Sancho, " that is not the case ; but this I know for truth 
and positive certainty, that this lady, who calls lieiself 
queen of the great kingdom Micomicon, is no more a 
queen than my mother ; for if she were what she pre- 
tends to be, she would not be nuszling into a comer with 
one of this company at every snatch of an opportunity." 

Dorothea's face was overspread with a blush at these 
words of Sancho ; for, sooth to say, her husband Don 
Fernando had several times, as he thought unperceived, 
made free with her lips, as earnest of that reward his 
affection deserved ; and in so doing he was observed by 
Sancho, who thought that such condescension in her 
looked more like the behaviour of a courtezan ,than lliat 
of such a mighty princess : so that she neither could nor 
would answer one word to this charge, but suffered him 
to proceed in these words : '^ This, dear master, I make 
bold to mention, because if, after we have travelled the 
Lord knows how far, and passed many weary days and 
bitter nights, he that is taking his recreation in this inn 
should gather the fruit of all our labour, we need not be 
in such a perilous hurry to saddle Rozinante, prepare the 
palfrey, and get ready the ass ; but had better remain in 
peace where we are, and as the saying is, ' While we 
enjoy our meal, let every harlot mind her spinning- 
wheel.'" 

Gracious Heaven ! what a torrent of indignation en- 
tered the breast of Don Quixote, when he heard these 
indecent expressions of his squire : such, I say, was the 
rage that took possession of his faculties, that with a 
faultering voice and stammering tongue, while his eyes 
flashed hghtning, he- exclaimed, ^'O villainous, incon- 
siderate, indecent, and ignorant peasant ! thou foul- 
mouthed, unmannerly, insolent, and malicious slanderer ! 
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darest thou utter such language against these honourable 
ladies in my presence ? darest thou entertain such dis- 
graceful and audacious ideas in thy confused imagina- 
tion ? Get out of my sight, monster of nature, depositary 
of lies, cupboard of deceit, granary of knavery, inventor 
of mischief, publisher of folly, and foe to that respect 
which is due' to my royalty^ go, nor presume to see my 
face again, on pain of my highest displeasure !" So say- 
ing, he pulled up his eye-brows, distended his cheeks, 
looked round him, and with his right foot stamped vio- 
lently upon the floor, in consequence of the wrath that 
preyed upon his entrails. 

Sancho was so shrunk and terrified at these words and 
furious gestures, that he would have been glad if the 
earth had opened that instant under his feet, and swal- 
lowed him up ; and not knowing what else to do, he 
sneaked off from the presence of his incensed master ; 
but the discreet Dorothea, who was so well acquainted 
with Don Quixote's humour, in order to appease his in- 
dignation, accostecl him thus : " Sir Knight of the Rue- 
ful Countenance, let not your wrath be kindled by the 
nonsense which your good squire hath uttered; for, 
perhaps, he might have had some sort of reason for what 
he said : and as from his good understanding and Chris- 
tian conscience, he cannot be suspected of a design to 
bear false witness against any person whatever, it is to 
be supposed, and indeed I firmly believe, that every- 
thing in this castle, as you. Sir Knight, have observed, 
being conducted by means of enchantment, Sancho, 
through that diabolical medium, must have seen what 
he affirms, so much to the prejudice of my honour and 
reputation." '^ I swear by Almighty God !" cried Don 
Quixote, "that your highness hath hit upon the true 
cause, and the eyes of that poor sinner, Sancho, have 
been fascinated by some delusive vision of what could 
not possibly be real ; for unless he had been misled by 
enchantment, such is the innocence and simplicity of 
that miserable wretch, that T know he neither could nor 
would invent a slander against any living soul." '' That 
certainly is, and shall be the case," said Don Fernando ; 
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'^ for which reason^ Signor Don Quixote ought to pardon 
and restore him to the bosom of his favour^ Sicut erat in 
principio, before those allusions impaired his understand- 
ing/' 

The knight promised to forgive him accordingly; 
upon which the curate went in search of Sancho^ who 
came in with great humility^ and falling on his knees^ 
begged leave to kiss his master*s hand : this favour was 
granted by Don Quixote^ who also gave him his bene- 
diction^ sa3dng, "Thou wilt now, son Sancho, be con- 
vinced of the truth of what I have so often told thee, 
that all things in this castle are performed by the power 
of enchantment." " I believe so too/* replied the squire, 
'^ except in the affair of the blanketing, which really 
happened in. the ordinary course of things/' '^Thou 
must not imagine any such thing," answered the knight ; 
^^ for had that been the case, I should have revenged thy 
cause at the time, and even now do thee justice; but 
neither at that time, nor now, could I, or can I find any 
persons to chastize as the cause of thy disaster/' 

The company being desirous of knowing the affair of 
the blanket, the landlord gave a very minute detail of 
SaJicho's capering, to the no small diversion of all pre- 
sent, except the squire himself, who would have been 
very much out of countenance, had not the knight as- 
sured him anew, that the whole was effected by enchant- 
ment ; though the folly of Sancho never rose to such a 
pitch, but that he firmly believed, without the least 
mixture of doubt or delusicm, that his blanketing had 
been performed by persons of flesh and blood, and not 
by phantoms or imaginary beings, according to the 
opinions and affirmation of his master. 

Two days had this illustrious company already passed 
at the inn, from whence thinking it now high time to 
depart, they concerted matters in such a manner, as that, 
without putting Dorothea and Don Fernando to th^ 
trouble of returning with Don Quii^ote to the place of 
his habitation in order to carry on the scheme concern- 
ing the restoration of Queen Micomicona, the curate and 
barber were enabled to execute their design of carrying 
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him to his own house, where endeavours might be used 
for the cure of his disorder. In consequence of this 
plan, they agreed with the master of an ox-wa^on, 
who chanced to pass that way, for transporting the 
knight in the following manner : Having made a sort 
of wooden cage, capacious enough to hold Don Quixote 
at his ease, Don Fernando, with his companions, the 
servants of Don Lewis, together with the troopers and 
inn*keeper, by order and direction of the curate, covered 
their faces and disguised themselves, some in one shape, 
some in another, so as to appear in Don Quixote's eyes 
quite different from the people he had seen in the castle. 
Thus equipped, they entered with all imaginable silence 
into the chamber where he lay asleep and fatigued with 
the toil he had undergone in the skirmishes already 
described ; and, laying fast hold on him, while he se- 
curely enjoyed his ^ase, without dreaming of such an 
accident, tied both t^s hands and feet so e&ctually, that 
when he waked in surprise, he could neither move, nor 
do any other thing but testify his wonder and perplexity 
at sight of such strange faces^ He then had recourse to 
what his distempered imagination continually suggested, 
and concluded, that all these figures were phantoms of 
that enchanted castle ; and that he himself was, without 
all question, under the power of incantation, seeing that 
he could not even stir in his own defence : and this con<- 
ceit was exactly foreseen by the curate, who was the author 
of the whole contrivance. The only person of the whole 
company who remained unaltered, both in figure and 
intellect, was Sancho, who, though his lack of under- 
standing fell very little short of his master's infirmity, 
was not so mad but that he knew every one of the ap- 
paritions, though he durst not open his mouth until he 
should see the meaning of this assault and capture of the 
knight, who likewise expected in silence the issue of his 
own misfortune. 

Having brought the cage into his apartment, they in- 
closed him in it, and fixed the bars so fast, that it was 
impossible to pull them asunder ; then taking it on their 
shoulders, in carrying it out they were saluted by ai 
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dreadful a voice as could be assumed by the barb^ (I 
do not mean the owner of the pannel) who pronouno»d 
these words : *' O Knight of the Rueful Countenance ! 
afflict not thyself on account of thy present confinenMmt^ 
which is necessary towards the more speedy accomplish- 
ment of that great adventure in which thy valour bath 
engaged thee; and which will be achieved when the 
furious Manchegan lion is coupled with the white Tofoo- 
sian dove, their lofty necks being humbled to the' soft 
matrimonial yoke. From which unheard-of conjunctioii; 
the world shall be blessed with courageous whelps, who 
will imitate the tearing talons of their valiant sire ; and 
this will happen ere the pursuer of the fugitive nymph 
shall have twice performed his visit through the re- 
splendent constellations, in his natural and rapid course. 
And. O ! thou the most noble and obedient- squire that 
ever wore sword in belt, beard on chin, or smell in nostril^ 
be not dismayed nor discontented at seeing the flower of 
knight-errantry thus carried off before t^e eyes ; for 
if it please the Creator of this world, soon Shalt thou be 
so exalted and sublimed, as that thou wilt not even know 
thyself; neither shalt thou be defifauded of the fruit of 
those promises which thy worthy lord has made in thy 
behalf; and I assure thee, in the name of the sage Fib- 
beriana,* that thy salary shall be faithfully paid, as in 
effect thou wilt see: follow, therefore, the footsteps of 
the valiant and enchanted knight; for it is necessary 
that you should proceed together to the end 'of your 
career; and as I am not permitted to declare myself 
more explidtiy, I bid you heartily farewell,^ and will re- 
turn 1 well know whither." Towards the end of this pro- 
phecy, he raised his voice to the highest pitch, and then 
sunk it gradually to such a faint and distant tone, that 
even those who were privy to the joke, were tempted to 
believe what they had heard. 

Don Quixote remained very much comforted by this 
prophecy, the meaning of which he no sooner heard than 

• A word of equal signification with Mentironiana, from Menteroso, a 
liar. 
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comprehended; interpreting the whole into a promise, 
that he should one day see himself joined in the just and 
holy bonds of matrimony with his beloved Dulcinea del 
Toboso, from whose fortunate womb would proceed those 
whelps (meaning his sons) which would perpetuate the 
glory of la Mancha. In this* persuasion, therefore, and 
firm belief, he raised his voice, and, heaving a profound 
sigh, replied, ** O thou ! whosoever thou art, whose prog- 
nostication sounds so favourably in mine ears, I beg thou 
wilt in my name beseech the sage enchanter, who takes 
charge of my affairs, that he will not leave me to perish 
in the confinement which I now suffer, until I shall have 
seen the accomplishment of those joyful and incomparable 
promises which thou hast uttered in my behalf. So shall 
I glory in the hardships of this prison, and bear with 
pleasui*e these chains with which my limbs are fettered ; 
' and instead of comparing the boards on which I lie, to 
bhe rough, uncomfortable field of battle, consider them 
as the soothing down of the most happy and luxurious 
marriage-bed. With respect to the consolation of Sancho 
Panza^ my squire, I confide in his virtue and affection, 
which will not allow him to forsake me either in pros- 
perity or adversity ; for should his evil fortune, or my 
unhappy fate, hinder me from bestowing upon him the 
island, or some equivalent, according to my promise ; at 
least he shall not lose his wages, ^ecified and bequeathed 
to him in my will that is already made ; a recompense 
which, though proportioned to my own slender ability, 
comes far short of his great and faithful services." 

Here the squire bowed in the most respectful man- 
ner, and kissed both his hands, as he could not make 
his compliments to one of them apart, they being fast 
hound together. Then the apparitions taking the. cage 
^pon their shoulders, carried it to the waggon, in which 
it was immediately fixed. 
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CHAPTER Xil. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE STRANGE MANNER IN WHICH DON 

QUIXOTE WAS enchanted; with other BSMARKi 

ABLE EVENTS. 

Don Quixote^ seeing himself thus encaged^ and placed 
upon a cart, could not help sayings " Many very graye 
histories have I read concerning knights-errant; bat 
never did I read, see^ or hear that enchanted knights 
were transported in this manner^ at such a pace as these 
lazy, slow-footed animals seem to promise ; for they used 
always to be carried through the air with surprising 
swiftness, wrapt up in some dark and dusky cloud, or in 
a fiery chariot, or mounted on a hypogriff, or some such 
creature : so that, before God ! I am utterly confounded 
at my own fate, in being thus transported on a waggon 
drawn by oxen. But, perhaps, the chivalry and enchant- 
ments of this, age follow a different path from that which 
was pursued of old ; and as I am a new knight on the 
face of the earth, and the first who revived the long-fior- 
gotten order of errantry, perhaps they may have also 
newly-invented other kinds of incantation, and other 
methods of conveying those whom they enchant. What 
is thy opinion of the matter, son Sancho ?" '^ I know 
not what my opinion is,'' replied the squire, ^* because I 
am not so well read in the scriptures of errantry as your 
worship : but for all that I will venture to affirm, aye 
and swear to it, that these apparitions who stroll abmit 
us, are not altogether catholic." " Catholic ! my* sta«s!" 
answered the knight, how can they be catholic, when 
they are all devils who have assumed fantastical ^lapes, 
and come hither on purpose to perform this deed, and 
leave me in my present situation? But that tiumf 
mayest be convinced of the truth of what I allege, enfl^- 
vour to touch and feel them, and thou wilt perceive that 

* In the original mipadra! my &ther! which I have changed for an 
exclamation more frequently used in our language. 

f In the text the knight is guilty of a palpable solecism, in desiring 
Sancho to touch and feel that which he himself expressly observes was 
subject neither to touch or feeling. 
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they have no other bodies but forms of condensed air^ 
consisting of nothing but mere semblance." ** 'Fore 
Ood ! sir, cried Sancho, ^' I have made that a trial already, 
and that same devil, "who goes about so busy, is well 
provided with good substantial flesh, and as another 
^aperty widely different from what is reported of evil 
spirits, all of whom, they say, stink of brimstone and 
other bad smells; whereas he is so well scented with 
amber, that you may perceive it at the distance of half a 
league/' Sancho made this remark on Don Fernando, 
who being a man of fashion, probably wore scented linen. 
'' Marvel not at that circumstance, friend Sancho," re- 
plied the knight ; *' for thou must know, that devils are 
a set of very sagacious beings, and although tliey bring 
smells along with them, &ey themselves being spirits 
can produce no smell ; or if any odour proceeds from 
them, it cannot be agreeable, but rather stinking and 
unwholesome, because they carry their hell about them 
wheresoever they are, and their torments admit of no 
kind of alleviation : now sweet smells being agreeable 
and dehcious, cannot possibly proceed from beings which 
are productive of nought but evil : therefore if, in thy 
opinion, that devil smells of amber, either thy senses are 
perverted, or he wants to impose upon thy understandings 
by making thee believe that he is not an inhabitant of 
heU." 

Don Fernando and Cardenio, overhearing this dialogue 
between the minster and the squire, were. afraid of San- 
cho's stumbhng ifpon the discovery of their whole plot, 
in which he seemed already to have made great progress; 
therefore determined to hasten their departure, and call-» 
ing the landlord aside, ordered him to saddle Rozinante, 
and put the pannel on Sancho's ass. This task he per- 
formed with great di^atch, while the curate agreed to 
give the troopers so much a day for attending on Don 
Quixote to the town where he lived. Cardenio, having 
fastened the target to one side of the pummel of Rozi- 
nante's saddle, and the basin to ^e other, made signs for 
Sancho to mount his ass, and lead his master's steed bv 
the biidle, -and then stationed two of the troopers, with 
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their carbines^ on each side of the waggon. But hefore 
it began to move^ the landlady^ her daughter^ and Maii- 
tomes, came out to take leave of Don Quixote^ feigning 
themselves extremely affected with his misfortune ; upon 
which he said to them, " Weep not^ worthy ladies ! all 
these disasters are incident to those who choose my pro- 
fession ; and if I were not subject to such calamities, I 
should not deem myself a renowned knight errant : fbr 
these things never happen to knights of little fame * and 
reputation, who are never regarded, scarce- eVen'i*emein«> 
bered on the face of the earth. It is quite otherwise 
with the valiant, whose virtue and valour are envied hf 
many princes and rivals, who endeavour by the most 
perfidious >means to destroy them: but, nevertheless, 
virtue is so powerful, that of herself she will, in spite 
of all the necromancy possessed by the first inventor, 
Zoroaster, come off conqueror in every severe trial, and 
shine refulgent in .the world, as the sun shines in- -the 
heavens. Pardon me, beaiiteous ladies, if I have given 
you any disgust, through neglect or omission; for » wil- 
lingly and knowingly I never offended a living scml ; 
and pray to God to deliver me from this prison in wlii«h 
I am confined by some malicious enchanter : fbr if I 
regain my liberty, the favours I have received from yoor 
courtesy in this castle, shall never escape my remem- 
brance, but always be acknowledged with gratitude, 
service, and respect." ' 

While the knight made these professions to the ladies 
of the castle, the curate and barber took their leave 'Of 
Don Fernando and his companions, the captain and fais 
brother, and all the happy ladies, especially Dorothea 
and Liicinda: they embraced each other, and' agreed** to 
-maintain a correspondence by letters, t>on FernatMlo 
giving the curate a direction by which he might write 
to him an account of the knight's ^ture behaviour and 
fate, than which he protested nothing could yield him 
more pleasure ; and promising, for his own part, to in- 
form the priest of every thing which he thought W4Miid 
conduce to his satis&ction, rekting to his own marriage: 
the baptism of Zorayda, die success of Don Lewis, and 
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the return of Ludnda to her father's house : the priest 
having assured him that he would ohey his commands 
with the utmost punctuality, they embraced again^ and 
repeated their mutual proffers of service. The inn- 
keeper coming to the curate, put into his hand a bundle 
of papers, which he said he had found in the lining of 
the portmanteau, along with the novel of the Impertinent 
Curiosity; and since the Owner had not returned that 
way,- he desired the priest to accept of them ; for as he 
Umseilf oould not read, he had no occasion for such use- 
ksatfumitiyre: the curate thanked him for ^ his present^ 
whidi he immediately opened, and found written in the 
title, page^ Rinconete «ad Cortadillo,* a novel : from 
hence he concluded, that since the Impertinent Curio- 
sity was an entertaining story, this might also have, ^ome 
merit, as being probably a work of the. same author ; 
and on this supposition put it carefully up^ intending to 
peruse it with ^e first convenient opportunity; then he 
and his friend the barber, mounting their beasts, with 
their fases still, disguised^ that they might not be kpown 
by Don Quixote,, jogged on behind the. waggon, and the 
order of their march waa this :--t first of all proceeded 
the oairti conducted by the^driver^ and guarded on each 
aide by the troopers with, their carbines, as we have al- 
ready, observed; then followed Sancho Panza upon his 
ass, . leading' Rezinante by the bridle ;. and in the rear oj^ 
all cazne the curate and the barber masked^ and mounted 
on their trusty .mules, with a grave and solemn air, 
marching no faster than the slow, pace of the oxen would 
allow;, while the knight 4aat within bis cage, his hands 
fettered and his legs outstretched leaning against the 
barsy with istich silence and resignation, that he looked 
more like a statute of stmie than a man of fiesh and 
blood : in this slow and silent manner they had. travelled 
about a eouple of leagues, when they arrived in a yaUey, 
whioh the, waggoner thinking a convenient spot for his 
purpose, proposed to the curate;, that they should halt to 
SBfissh themselves^ and let the oxen feed; but the barber 

"« . =' ♦♦Written by Cervantes himself. 
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WHS of opinion^ that they should proceed a little &rdier : 
to the other side of a rising ground^ which appeared at a. 
small distance^ where he knew there was another valley, 
better stored with grass^ and much more agreeable than 
this, in which the waggoner had proposed to halt. The 
advice of Mr. Nicholas was approved^ and they jogged 
on accordingly. 

About this time the curate^ chandng to. look bad^ 
perceived behind them six or seven men well mountedj 
who soon overtook them, as they did not travel at ih^ 
phlegmatic pace of the oxen, but like people who i«de 
on ecclesiastic mules, and were desirous of spending thi^ 
heat of the day at an inn that appeared within less than 
a league of the waggon : these expeditious stangers com<*. 
ing up with our slow travellers, saluted them courteously^, 
and one among them, who was actually a canon of To* 
ledo, and master of those who accompanied him, observ* 
ing the regular procession of the waggon^ troopers^ 
Sancho, Rozinante, the curate and barber, and in parti- 
cular, Don Quixote encaged and secured as he was, 
could not help asking why and whither they were con- 
veying that man m such a manner? though he had 
already conjectured, from the badges of the troopers, 
that he must be some atrocious robber or delinquent, the 
punishment of whom belonged to the holy brotherhood. 
One of the troopers, to whom the question was.put^. 
answered, '^ Signor, the gentleman himself will tell you. 
the meaning of his travelling in this manner; for our- 
parts, we know nothing at all of the matter." The 
knight, overhearing what passed, said to the strangem, 
^' Gentlemen, if you are skilled and conversant in tPtlWirrn 
of knight-errantry, I will communicate my misfortune; 
otherwise there is no reason why I should fatigue myself 
with the relation." 

By this time the curate and barber, having perceived 
the travellers in conversation with the knight, came up 
in order to prevent their plot £rom being discovered, just 
as the canon had begun to answer Don Quixotein these 
words : " Truly, brother, I am better acquainted with 
books of chivalry than with the summaries of Villalpan- 
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da*; ao that^ if thete be nothing else requisite^ you may 
fr«^y impart to me as much as you please." " A 6od'» 
naeme^ then/' said Don Quixote^ " if that be the case^ you 
must know^ signor cavaher^ that I am enchanted in this 
cage^' through the envy and fraud of mischievous necro- 
mancers; for virtue is always more persecuted by the 
wicked than beloved by the righteous : a knight-errant 
I am^ though none of those whose names fame ever en- 
rc^ed in her eternal records; but of that number, whom 
maugre, and in despite of envy herself, and all the magi 
wh^Hn Persiai ever produced, with the brachmans of India, 
and gymnosophists of Ethiopia, will leave their names 
engraved on the temple of immortality, as examples and 
patterns to succeeding ages, by which all knights-errant 
may see what steps they must follow, if they wish to at- 
tain the height and honourable summit of arms." 

Here the curate interposing, said, '' Signor Don Quix- 
ote speaks no more than the truth ; he is enchanted in 
that waggon, not on account of his own crimes or misde- 
meanours, but through the malice of those who are dis-* 
gusted at virtue, and offended at valour; this, signor, is 
the Knight of the Rueful Countenance, whose name per- 
haps you have heard, and whose valiant exploits, and 
mighty achievements, will be engraved on durable brass, 
and carved in eternal marble, in spite of the unwearied' 
efforts of malice to cancel, and of envy to obscure them." 
' The canon hearing such a style proceed not only from 
the prisoner's mouth, but also from the lips of him who^ 
wat free, had well nigh crossed himself with astonish- 
ment,' and could not conceive what had befallen him, 
while his whole company were seized with the same de- 
gree of amazement : but Sancho Panza, who was near 
enough to hear what passed, being willing to undeceive 
the strangers, said to them, " Gentlemen, whether what 
I am going to say be ill or well taken, I must tell you the 
case is this: my master, Don Quixote, is no more en- 
chanted than the mother that bore me; he enjoys his 
right wits, eats, drinks, and does his occasions, like other 
meii> and as he himself was wont to do, before he w^s 
encaged: now, if this be the truth of the matter, hovr 
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can any man persuade me that he is enchanted? since I 
have heard divers persons observe that those who are en- 
chanted neither eat, sleep, nor speak ; whereas my mas* 
ter, if he is not hindered, will talk like thirty barristers." 
Then turning to the curate, he proceeded thus : '^ Ah, 
Mr. Curate, Mr. Curate ! you think I don't know you, 
and. imagine that I cannot dive into the meaning of these 
new enchantments ; but you are mistaken ; I know you 
very well, for all your masking; and can smdl out your 
plots, disguise them as you wiU : in short, as the sayii^ 
IS, ' Just are virtue's fears, where envy domineers;* and 
'bounty will not stay, where niggards bear the away.' 
Damn the devil, if it had not been for your reverencsr 
my master, by this time, would have been married to <1^ 
Princess Micomicona, and I should have been an eaFl^afe 
least : for less I could not expect, either from the geiie»4 
tosity of my lord of the Rueful Countenance, or from the 
greatness of my o^n services; but now I see the trutk 
of what is commonly said^ that ' fortune turns faster than 
a mill-wheel;* and that * those who were yesterday at 
top, may find themselves at bottom to-day.* It grieves «e^ 
on account of my poor wife and children, who, instead 
of seeing their father come home in the post of govemoc 
or viceroy of some island or kingdom, as they had greal 
reason to expect, will behold him returning in the -station 
of a common groom ; all this I have observed, Mr. 'Ctt-% 
rate, for no oth^r reason but to prevail upon your father* 
ship to txiake a conscience of the ill-treatment my master 
receives at your hands ; and consider that <Tod may ei^ 
you to account in the next world for this captivity of ib^ 
lord Don Quixote, and for all the succours and benefits 
^at are prevented by his being thus confined.'* 

'^ Snuff me these candles,"* cried the barber, hearing 
the squire's declaration, *' why, sure, Sancho, you belcHog 
to your master's fraternity : h^ the L^rd ! I find .you 
ought to keep him company in his cage, and undergo the 
same sort of enchantment, so much are you infected with 
the humour of his chivalry : in an unhappy moment we^ 
you iitipregnated by his . promises, and in an evil hoi»r 
did that island you harp so.mudi upon take possession. of 
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your skulL'^ ^'I am not pregnant with any promises 
ivhatever/' answered Sancfao^ " for though I be a poor 
man^ I'm an old Christian^ and owe no man a farthing : 
if I long for an island^ others long for things that 
are worse, every one being the son of his own works ; 
the lowest mortal may come to be pope, much more go- 
vernor of an island, especially as my master may gain 
aaore than he knows weU what to do with- Mr. Barber» 
joQ.had better think before you speak; there is somer 
thing else to do than shaving of beards; and, one * Pedro 
naay differ from another : this I say, because we know 
one another ; and. you must not think, to palm false dice 
upon me : with regard to the enchantment of my master^ 
God knows the truth, ^and there let it lie ; for as the say* 
iBg is, the more you .stir it, the>more it will — ^you knpw 
what." The barberi durst not make.any reply, lest San- 
cha's simplicity should discover what he and the curate 
were so desirous of concealing; and the priest being un- 
der the same apprehension, desired the canon to ride on 
with him a little before the waggon^ promising to dis- 
cloaethe mystery of the encaged knight, with other par- 
ticulars thatwiMud yield him. some, diversion ; the canon 
pot on, accordingly, -.with. his servants, listening atten- 
tively to every thing thft.curate was. pleased to communi- 
cate^ concerning .the rank,, employment, madness, and 
manners of Don Quix^ote; for he briefly recounted the 
eattse and l;>egim3ing of, his disorder,. with the whole pro- 
geess of his adventures, until he was secured in the cage^ 
b]^ their, contrivance, ..that they, might carry him home to 
his own house, and endeavour, to find< some cure for bis 
disterap^. . . 

The eanon and 'his ^^vants wqre astonished anew at 
hearing the strange. story of Don Quixpte, which being 
foiahed^the Toledan replied, ^^ Truly, Mr* Curate, I am 
firmly persuaded that those books of chivalry are very 
prejadidial in the. commonwealth; for though I have 
been* induced bjr a false tafitQ and idle qurigsity to read 
the beginning of almost every one that hath been printed^ 



' p. Eqtiivttlent to o«r saying, <5 Every Jack is aot &good fellow." 
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I never could prevail upon myself to read any onef#f 
them from the first to the last page ; because^ in my opii» 
nion^ they are all of the same stamp, without any e8Bi^> 
tial difference ; and indeed that kind of composition aeemts 
to fall under that species of writing called the Mileaiiii 
fables, which are no other than extravagant tales, eaifil^ 
lated for mere amusement, without any tendency to ia»> 
9truction ; on the contrary, the scope of your apolagkp 
is to convey instruction and delight together. Nav« 
though the principal intention of those books is to ddig^ 
and entertain the reader, I do not see how they can 4a»« 
swer that end, being, as they are, stuffed with such isih 
probable nonsense ; for the pleasure that the soul oaQH 
ceives is from the beauty and harmony of those tinMS 
which are contemplated by the view, or suggested by w^ 
imagination : so that we can receive no pleasure firmn tsti* 
jects that are unnatural and deformed* And what bean^^ 
S3rmmetry, or proportion, can be observed in a book^ tXK^ 
taining the history of a youth of seventeen, who wiUi ^mts 
back stroke cuts through the middle a giant like a towif^r 
with as much ease as if he had been made of paste ; aiid 
in the description of a battle, ailer having observed tk^ 
there are no less than a million of combatants on the mdie 
opposite to that which the hero of the piece espouses, we 
must, in despite of common sense, believe that such a 
knight obtained the victory by the single valour of bjs 
invincible arm. Then, how shall we account for the 
confidence with which some queen, empress, or orpik«n 
heiress, throws herself into the protection of an unknonai 
knight-errant ? What mind, if not wholly barbaroui^wid 
uncultivated, can be pleased with an account of a hv^ 
tower full of knights, sailing upon the sea, like a ship 
before the wind; being over-night upon the coast of 
Lombardy, and next morning arrived in the dominioBS 
of Prester John, in the Indies, or in some other country 
which Ptolemy never discovered, nor Marcus Polus ever 
saw ? If to this observation, it be answered, tbat die 
authors of those books do not pretend that the stoiies 
they contain are true ; and therefore they are under no 
necessity of adhering to such niceties of compositioD s I 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DON QPIXOTE. 125 

hq[ilifr> that fiction is always the better^ the nearer it re^ 
«ll|xibies truths and agreeable in proportion to the proba^ 
hiUty it bears^ and l^e doubt^l credit which it inspires. 
Wherefore^ all such fables ought to be suited to the un- 
ikeirstanding of those who read them^ and written so^ as 
tluit by softening impossibilities^ smoothing what is 
«<mgb^ and keeping the mind in suspense^ they may sur- 
-pfisef^ agreeably perplex^ and entertain^ creating equal 
jcdmiration and delight ; and these never can be excited 
|y^. authors who forsake probability and imitation^ in 
^hich the perfection of writing consists. I have never 
•itB yet seen in any book of chivalry^ an entire body of a 
^ble, with all its members so proportioned^ as that the 
mi^kdle corresponds with the beginning, and the end is 
Bvdtiible to both : on the contrary, one would think the 
iintfaor's intention is commonly to form a chimera or 
motMer, instead of a figure well proportioned in all its 
pnts. Besides, their style is usually harsh, their achieve- 
ments incredible, their amours lascivious, their courtesy 
'impertinent^ their battles tedious, their dialogue insipid, 
tiieir voyages extravagant, and, in short, the whole void 
■rf aU higenuity of invention ; so that they deserve to be 
banished as useless members from every Christian com- 
*B(ionwealth." 

- . The curate, who had listened with great attention, 
bearing the canon talk so sensibly, looked upon him as a 
lifan of excellent understanding, and assented to every 
-tlmg he said, observing that, in consequence of his being 
Jtfihe same opinion, and of the grudge he bore to such 
liooks of chivalry, he had burned a great number of 
^t^i^Be that belonged to Don Quixote. He then gave him 
ft ^detail of the scrutiny which had been made, distin- 
guishing such as he spared from those that he con- 
.<dmmed to the flames. 

The traveller laughed heartily at this account of such 
an extraordinary trial, saying, that notwithstanding what 
lie had advanced to the disadvantage of such books, there 
.w«B one thing in them which he could not but approve ; 
namely, the subject they presented for a good genius to 
dijqplay itself^ opening a large and ample field in which 
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the pen might at leisure expatiate in the desmption of 
fihipwrecks^ tetnpestSj battles^ and encounters; painting 
a valiant general with all his necessary accomplishments, 
sage and penetrating into the enemy's designs ; eloquent 
and effectual, either in persuading or dissuading his 
soldiers, ripe in council, prompt in execution, and equally 
brave in standing or in giving an asdatdt. One wbile^ 
recounting a piteous tragical story; at another time, 
describing a joyful and unexpected event ; here a most 
beautiful lady endued with virtue, discretion, and reverse; 
there, a Christian knight possessed of courtesy and 
valour; in a diird pla<!e, an outrageous boasting bar- 
barian; and in a fourth, a polite, considerate, gallant 
prince; not forgetting to describe' the faith and lo3ralty 
of vassals, together with the grandeur* and generosity of 
great men. The authbr may idsoshew himself an astro- 
loger, geographer, musician, and well skilled in state- 
affairs ; nay, if he be so minded, he will sometimes have 
an opportunity of manifesting his skill in necromancy 
and magic : he may represent the cunning of Ulysses, 
the piety of ^neas, the valour of Achilles, the mi^r- 
tunes of Hector, the perfidy of Sinon, the friendship of 
Euryalns, the liberality of Alexander, the ability of 
Caesar, the clemency and candour of Trajan, the ^delity 
of Zopyrus, the wisdom' of Cato, and finally all those 
qualifications which constitute the perfection of an illus- 
trious hero ; sometimes uniting them in one, sometimes 
dividing them into several characters; and the whole 
being ^xpre^sed in an agreeable style and ingenious in- 
vention, that borders as near as possible upon the truth, 
will, doubtless, produce a web of such various and beau- 
tiful texture, as when finished, to display thatperfecdon 
which will attain the chief end and scope of such writings, 
which as I have already observed, is to convey instruc- 
tion mingled with delight. Besides, the unlimited com- 
position of such books gives the author opportunities of 
shewing his talents in epics, lyrics, tragedy, and comedy, 
and all the different branches of the delicious and agree- 
able arts of poetry and rhetoric : for epics may be writ- 
ten in prose as well as verse." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

IK WHICH THE CANON PROSECUTES THE SUBJECT OF 
KNIGHT-ERRANTRY^ AND MAKES OTHER OBSERVA« 
TIONS WORTHY OF HIS GENIUS. 

" Mb. Canon/' said the curate," what you have ob- 
served is extremely just ; and, therefore, those authors 
deserve the greater reprehension, who have ccxnposed 
such books, without the least regard to good sense or the 
rules of art, by which they might have conducted their 
plans, and rendered themselves as famous in prose as the 
two princes of Greek and Latin poetry are now in verse." 
'^ I myself," replied the canon, " have been tempted to 
write a book of chivalry, observing all the maxims and 
precautions I have now laid down : nay, to tell you the 
truth, no less than a hundred sheets of it are already 
written ; and in order to try if my own opinion of it was 
well founded, I have communicated my performance to 
a great many people, who are passionately fond of that 
kind of reading ; not only men of learning and taste, but 
also ignorant persons, who chiefly delight in extravagant 
adventures ; and I have been favoured with the agrees 
able approbation of them all ; nevertheless, I have not 
proceeded in the work ;• because, I not only thought it 
foreign to my profession, but likewise concluded that the 
world abounds much more with fools than people of 
sense ; and though an author had better be applauded 
by the few that are wise, than laughed at by the many 
that are foolish, I was unwilling to expose myself to the 
uninformed judgment of the arrogant vulgar, whose pro- 
vince it principally is to read books of this kind : but 
what contributed most to my laying aside the pen^ and 
indeed all thoughts of bringing tne work to a conclusion, 
was a reflection I made upon the comedies of the 
present age. If, said I to myself, our modern plays, 
not only wose which are formed upon fiction, but like- 
wise such as are founded on the truth of history, are 
all, or for the greatest part, universally known to be 
monstrous productions, without either head or tail, 
and yet received with pleasure by the multitude, who 
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approve and este^n them a» excellent perfonofincei^ 
though they are far from deserving that title ; and if Urn 
authors who compose^ and the actors who repreaeiit 
them, affirm that this^ and no other method is to be prac- 
tised, because the multitude must be pleased ; that those 
which bear the marks of contrivance, and produce a 
fable digested according to the rules of art^ serve onfy 
for entertainment to four or five people of taste> i«rho 
discern the beauties of the plan, which utterly escape 
all the rest of the audience ; and that it is better for 
them to gain a comfortable livelihood by the many, than 
starve upon the reputation with the few ; at this r«te, 
said I, if I should finish my book, after having scorched 
every hair in my whiskers in poring over it, to preserve 
those rules and precepts already mentioned^ I might fax« 
at last like the *sagacious botcher, who sewed for noh 
thing, and found his customers in thread. I have some- 
times endeavoured to persuade the players that they 
were mistaken in their maxims ; and that they would 
bring more company to their house, and acquire much 
more reputation, by representing regular comedies, than 
such absurd performances ; but I always found them ao 
obstinately bigotted to their own fancies, that no evidence 
or demonstration could alter their opinion in the least. 
I remember I once said to one of those pragmatic fellows^ 
' Don't you recollect, that a few years ago, three tragedies 
were acted, composed by a celebrated poet of this king- 
dom; and that they raised admiration, pleasure, and 
surprize^ in all who saw them exhibited ; gentle as well 
as simple, ignorant as well as learned, and brought more 
money to the actors than thirty of the best that have 
since appeared ?' ' Doubtless^' answered the -playBts 
fyou mean Isabella, Phillis, and Alexandria?' 'The 
very same,' said I : * and pray take notice whether or 
not they are composed according to rule, or failed to 
please every body because they were regular. Wherefore 
the fault does not lie in the multitude's demanding ab« 
surdities, but in those who can represent nothing else ; 

* A Spanish proverb, applicable to a great many modern projectors 
and reformers. 
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idir there is nothing ahsiird in the pky of Ingratitude 
Hevenged^ nor in Numantia, the Merchant Lover^ the 
rFavourable Female Foe, nor in some others which were 
composed by poets of genius, to their own reputation, 
sad die advantage of those who represented them. I 
made use of many more arguments, by which he seemed 
to be confuted, though not so much satisfied or con- 
vinced as to retract his erroneous opinions." 

'^ Mr Canon," said the curate, interrupting him in this 
place, '^thesubiect you have touched upon awakes in 
me an old grudge I have borne to our modem plays, 
even equal to that I entertain against books of chivalry. 
Comedy, according to TuUy, ought to be the mirror of 
life, the exemplar of manners, and picture of truth ; 
whereas, those that are represented in this age, are 
mirrors of absurdity, exemplars of folly, and pictures of 
lewdness ; for sure nothing can be more absurd in a 
drunatic performance, than to see the person who, in 
Ae first scene of the first act, was produced a child in 
8w«ddling clothes, appear a full grown man, with a 
beard, in the second ; or to represent an old man active 
and valiant, a young soldier cowardly, a footman elo- 
quent, a page a counsellor, a king a porter, and a prin- 
cess a sculhon. Then what shall we sav concerning 
their management of the time and place, in which the 
^ictioDS have, or may be supposed to have happened ! 
I have seen a comedy, the first act of which was laid in 
£urope, the second in Asia, and the third was finished 
in AAica; nay,^had there been a fourth, the scene would 
have shifted to America, so that the fable would have 
travelled through all the four divisions of the globe. If 
imitation be the chief aim of comedy, how can any or- 
dinary understanding be satisfied witli seeing an action 
ihat passed in the time of King Pepin and Charlemagne^ 
ascribed to the Emperor Heradius, who being the 
principal personage, is represented, like Godfrey of 
Bttlloign, carrying die cross into Jerusalem, and mak«- 
ii^ himself master of the holy sepulchre ; an infinite 
number of years having passed between the one 
and the other: or when a comedy is founded upcm 
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fiction^ to see scraps of real histoiy introduced^ and facte 
misrepresented both with regard to persons and times: 
not with any ingenuity of contrivance^ but with the most 
manifest and inexcusable errors and stupidity : and, 
what is worst of all, there is a set of ignorant pretenders, 
who call this the perfection of writing ; and that every 
attempt to succeed by a contrary method is no other than 
a wild goose chace.* Again, if we consider those plays 
that are written on divine subjects, how many false 
miracles do they contain ? how many apocryphal events 
misunderstood by the author, who frequently confounds 
the operations. of one saint with those of another ? nay, 
in profane subjects they have the assurance to work 
miracles, for no other respect or consideration, but be- 
cause they think such a miracle will make a very decent 
appearance in such a place, and as they term it, attract 
the admiration of the vulgar, and bring them in crowds 
to the play, but all this redounds to the prejudice o( 
truth, the dOntempt of history, and scandal of our 
Spanish wits ; so that the authors of other nations, who 
punctually observe the unities of the drama, conclude, 
that we are barbarous and ignorant, from' our absurd and 
preposterous productions. Neither is it a sufficient exp- 
ense to say that the intent of all well-governed common- 
wealths, in permitting public plays to be acted, is to 
entertain the common people with some honest recre^ 
ation, in order to divert those bad humours which idle- 
ness usually engenders : and that since this end is 
answered by any play whatever, either good or bad, 
there is no occasion to cramp and limit the authors or 
actors to the just laws of composition ; the purpose of the 
legislature being, as I have said, accomplished without 
any such restriction. To this suggestion I answer that 
the same end, without any sort of comparison, will be 
much better answered by good than bad comedies ; for 
after having seen an artful and well-digested play repre- 
sented, the hearer will go away delighted with the comic 
parts, instructed by the serious, and agreeably surprised 

* Buscar GuUirias, signiiies to seek dainties. 
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by the incidents; collecting infonnation from the dia- 
logue^ precaution from the deceits of the fable^ experience 
from the examples exhibited^ affection for virtue^ and 
indignation for vice. All these sensations^ I 8ay« will a 
good comedy excite in the spectator's mind^ let it be 
never so stupid, and uncultivated ; for of all impossibili- 
ties it is the most impossible that a comedy, thus perfect 
in all its parts, should not yield more entertainment, 
satisfiaction and delight, than one that is defective in each 
particular, as the greater part of our modern pieces are. 
Neither is this want of correctness always to be laid to 
the author's charge; for there are some poets among us 
mrho are perfectly well acquainted with the rules of 
writing, and could easily avoid any such errors of com- 
position ; but as their pieces are made for sale, they say, 
and it is very true, that the players would not purchase 
them if they were of any other stamp ; so that the author 
ia ^n to accommodate himself to the demand of the 
actor who pays him for his work. The truth of this ob- 
servation evidently appears in a great number of come- 
dies which have been composed by a most happy genius 
of these kingdoms * with so much wit, pleasantry, ele- 
gance of versification, genteel dialogue, sententious 
gravity, and finally, with such elocution and sublimity 
of style, that the whole world resounds with his fame : 
yet in suiting himself to the false taste of the actors, he 
hath not been able to bring them all to the requisite 
point of perfection. Others again are so inconsiderate 
in their productions, that afrer representation the players 
have been frequently obliged to fiy and abscond for fear 
of chastizement, on account of having exhibited some- 
thing to the prejudice of royal heads, or dishonour of 
noble families : now all these inconveniences, with many 
more that I do not choose to mention, might be pre- 
vented, if there was at court some person of taste and 
learning appointed to examine every dramatic perform- 
ance before its appearance on the stage; and this pre- 
caution should effect not only the plays composed in 



Lopez de Vega Carpio. 
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Madrid, but all pieces whatever to be represented -wid^pi 
monarchy of Spain ; for without the approbation of tlus- 
licencer^ signed and sealed, no magistrate should allow 
any production to be acted within the bounds of hi^. 
jurisdiction. In consequence of this expedient, the 
actors would take care to submit every play to the 
censure of the examiner, that they might afterwards re* 
present them with safety ; and the authors would emplc^ 
more caution and study in their compositions, knowiiig 
that they must pass the rigorous examination of an in- 
telligent judge : in this manner good comedies would be 
produced, and the aim of such writings happily accom-^ 
plished, to the entertainment of the people, and the credit 
of Spanish wits ; while the actors would represent them 
with security and advantage, and the state ne exempted 
from the trouble of chastizing such delinquents. And if 
the same licenser or any other person were invested with 
the charge of examining books of chivalry before they 
see the light, some performances of that sort would cem 
tainly appear in all the perfection you have describe 
enriching our language with the delightful and precious 
treasure of eloquence; while the old romances would.be 
entirely eclipsed by the light of the new, that, would 
furnish rational amusement, not only for the idle, but 
also for those who are most industrious ; seeing it is im- 
possible for the bow to continue always bent, or that 
feeble nature can subsist without some innocent irecr&- 
ation." 

Thus far had the canon and curate proceeded in their 
conversation, when the barber coming up to themj (aid 
to his townsman, " Mr. Licentiate, this is the place^ in 
which I proposed to halt, that the oxen might have fresh 
pasture in abundance.^' The curate approved of . the 
hint, and communicated their intention to the cauoni 
who resolved to stay with them^ being invited by the 
situation of a delicious valley that presented itself to Us 
view : that he might, therefore, enjov the agreeable spoti 
together with the conversation of the curate, for wluxm 
he had already conceived an affection, and be more paTf 
ticularly informed of Don Quixote's exploits^ he ordered 
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hn domesdcs to proceed to an inn, which was not far oW, 
and bring from thence victuals sufficient for the whole 
company ; for he was resolved to spend the afternoon 
where he was. One of the servants told him that the 
sumpter-mule, which by that time had reached the inn^. 
earned provision enough^ and that they should want 
notlnng but barley for the beasts. " If that be the case/' 
said the canon^ " carry the rest to the inn^ and bring the 
0nmpter-mule hither." 

' Meanwhile Sancho^ perceiving that he might now 
speak to his master^ without bemg overheard by the 
curate and barber^ of whom he was suspicious, ap- 
proached the cage^ and thus addressed himself to the 
knight: " Truly sir^ in order to disburthen my con- 
science, I must tell you something concerning this same 
endiantment. These people with masks on their faces 
are no other than the curate and barber of our town^ 
who, I verily believe, have contrived to carry you off in 
t^s manner^ out of pure envy and spite^ because your 
^RForship has got the heels of them in your famous 
achievements: now this being supposed, it follows^ as 
plain as the nose upon my face^ that you are not en- 
chanted, but rather fooled and bnnboozled. As a proof 
of which, I desire to ask you one question, which if you 
answer, as I do believe you will, your worship may clap 
your ten fingers on the trick, and perceive that you are 
not enchanted, but that yourwhole brain is turned topsy- 
turvy." " Ask what you will, son Sancho," replied bon 
Quixote, *' I will freely answer, and satisfy your doubts 
tO' the best of my power : with regard to your sa3ang 
llllit diose who attend us are our friends and townsmen, 
tiie curate and barber, so indeed they may appear to 
yova eye : but that they are really and effectually so you 
must by no means believe ; on the contrary^ you are to 
condude that if they resemble our friends, the etichanters, 
wha can assume what form they please, have taken that 
appearance and resemblance, to mislead your credit, and 
1^ wilder our imagination in such a labyrinth of per- 
plexity, that even die clue of Theseus would not extri- 
pale your thoughts : besides, they may have done it witJi 
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a view of confounding my judgment^ that I might not be 
able to guess from what quarter my misfortune proceeds : 
for if on one hand you affirm that I am attended by the 
barber and curate of our town ; and on the other I find 
myself encaged^ though I am sensible that nothing but 
supernatural force could suffice to confine me thus^ what 
would you have me say or think; but that the manner of 
mv enchantment exceeds every thing I have read of in 
all the histories that treat of enchanted knights ? Where- 
fore ^t your heart at rest^ and take it for granted that 
these are as far ftom. being the persons you have 
mentioned^ as I am from being a Turk. With respect 
to thy desire of asking me questions^ I repeat my promise 
of answering^ even if thy interrogation should last till 
to-morrow morning." '* Qod'9 blessed mother ?" cried 
the squire with great vociferation^ " is it possible that 
your worship can be so thick-skulled and brainless as 
not to perceive the truth of what I, allege^ and see that 
this imprisonment and misfortune is more owing to 
malice than enchantment ? But seeing it is so^ I will 
venture to prove, beyond all contradiction, that you are 
no more enchanted than my ass : tell me, therefore, as 
God shall deliver you fit>m this mischance, and as you 
hope to see yourself in the airms of my Lady Dulcinea> 
when you least expect any such good luck.— " " Truce 
with thy conjuration," said the knight, ^' and ask what 
thou wilt ; I have already promised to answer with the 
utmost punctuality." *' That is my request," answered 
Sancho; ^^and what I want to know is, that your 
worship will tell me, without eking or curtailing God's 
precious truth, but in honest simplicity of heart, as it 
ought to be, and always is told by those who, like your 
worship, profess the occupation of arms, under the title 
of knights-errant. — " '* I tell thee," cried the knight, 
interupting him, " I will not in the least prevaricate: 
dispatch them, Sancho, for truly I am quite tired with so 
many salvos, solicitations, and preambles.*' '^ I make so 
bold," replied the squire, ^' because I am well aware of 
my master's goodness and sincerity, which being as it 
were to the purpose, I ask (with reverence be it spoken) 
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whether or not^ since you have heen confined, and, as you 
suppose, enchanted in this cage, your worship hath felt 
any motion or desire to undam either way, as the saying 
is ?'' '^ I do not know what you mean by undamming/' 
answered Don Quixote ; '* you must be more explicit, 
Soncho, if you expect an answer to the purpose ? " " Is 
it possible," said the squire, ^^ that your worship should 
be ignorant of the meaning of the word undamming, 
-whic^ is the first thing the l^ys learn at school ! WeU, 
then, you must know, I wanted to ask if you never had 
any inclination to do that which nobody else can do for 
you.*' '^ Now I understand thee, Sancho," said the 
knight; '^ verily I have had divers calls of that nature, 
one of which is at present very importunate : pray fall 
upon some method to disembarrass me ; for I believe all 
is not so sweet and dean as it ought to be." 



CHAPTER XIV. 

TUB SAGE CONVEBSATION . THAT PASSED BETWEEN 
SANCHO FANZA AND HIS MASTER, DON QUIXOTE. 

f*HA!" cried Sancho, "have I caught you at last? 
This is what I wanted to know, with all my heart and 
soul: come on, sir, there is no denying of what is com- 
monly said, when any person is in the dumps, I know 
not what is the matter with such an one; he neither eats, 
drinks, nor sleeps, nor answers to the purpose, when he 
is spoke to; sure the man must be enchanted: from 
whence we are to conclude, that those who are en- 
chanted neither eat, drink, sleep, nor do their natural 
occasions, as I have observed; but this is not the case 
with such as are disturbed with the' inclination that your 
wc»rship at present feels, drinking when Xhey can get 
liquor, eating when they can lay hold on food, and 
giving plain answers to every question that is asked." 
" Thou art in the right," replied Don Quixote: " but I 
have already told tn«e that there are different kinds of 
enchantment : and time may have so entirely altered the 
fiiahionj that those who are under the power of enchant- 
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ment in this age, may like me retain the nseuf tbeic 
faculties^ though it was quite otherwise of old ; . so iliiit 
there is no arguing or drawing consequences against the 
diierent practice of different times. I am sensible and; 
certain of my being enchanted ; and that is suffieient for 
the quiet of my conscience^ which would give me great 
uneasiness if I had the least doubt about my fate, and 
allowed myself to be in this cage^ like an idle coward, 
deceitfully withholding my succour from a great number 
of the needy and oppressed, who at this very hour nrnst 
be in the most absolute and extreme necessitv, from the: 
want of my aid and protection." "Nevertheless," an- 
swered the squire, " for your more abundant satisfactifm, 
your worship methinks miffht try to escape front dna 
prison : for my own part. 111 be bound not only to i^ive 
my assistance, but even to work your deliverance ; and 
then you may endeavour to remount your trusty Rozi- 
nante, who trudges along as melancholy and sad as if be 
was enchanted also. This being performed, let us try 
our fate once more in quest of adventures; and if th^ 
do not turn out to our expectation, it will be time enoa^ 
to return to the cage, in which I promise, on the fiuth 
of a true and loyal squire, to shut myself up with your 
worship, if peroiance, through your ill fortune or my 
folly, this that I mention should not succeed/' " I am 
content to follow thv counsel^ brother Sancho,"' replied 
the knight, " and whenever thou shalt perceive a proper 
conjuncture for effecting my deliverance, I will implicitly 
obey thee in every thing.; but thou wilt soon find thyself 
deceived in thy opinion ^f my mishap." 

This conversation between the knight-errant and die 
erring squire lasted until they arriv^ at the place in 
which the curate, canon, and barber, who had already 
alighted, waited for them. The waggoner immediatdy 
unyoking his oxen, turned them . loose in that verdant 
and delicious spot, the coolness of which was extremely 
inviting, not only to enchanted people like Don Quixote, 
but also to persons of intelligence and discretion like his 
squire, who besought the curate to let his master come 
out of the cage for a few minutes ; without such permis^ 
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tidn, 6ie prison would not be quite so clean as the de« 
cency of such a knight required. The curate under-* 
atanditiff whiA he meant, told him that he would willingly 
gnmthis request, were he not under some appreheniion 
tkat his master, finding himself at liberty would play one 
ef hn« old pranks, and be sonp where men should never 
see his face again. " I wiU be bound for his good be* 
havioar/' answered Sancho. '* And I also," said the 
CBnoDy '^ especially if he will promise, on the word of a 
knight, not to stir from our presence until he shall have 
obtained our consent." 

** I will," cried the knight who overheard all that 
passed : '' the more so as one who, like me, is enchanted, 
cannot be at liberty to make use of his oMm person ; for 
the enchanter can so utterly deprive him of all motion, 
that he shall not be able to stir from the place for three 
whole ages ; and if he should make bis escape, would 
wfaiskr him back through the air in a twinkling." Thi? 
being the case, he said they might very safely uncage 
him, especially as such indulgence would redound to the 
benefit of the whole company ; for he protested, that if 
tiiey did not comply with his present necessities, he 
should be obliged to incommode their sense of smelling^ 
unless they removed to a greater distance from the place 
of his confinement. 

The canon, confiding in his word and honour, took 
him by the hands, tied as they were, and helped him to 
descend from his cage : then die knight, being infinitely 
rejoiced at his momentary deliverance, stretched every 
joint in his body, and going up to Rozinante, gave him 
a slajp bn the buttocks, saying, '' I still hope in Qod and 
his blessed mother, thou fiower and mirror of steeds f 
that in a short time we shall both obtain our heart's de- 
sire ; thou prancing under the agreeable pressure of thy 
lord; and I mounted upon thy trusty back, exercising 
the employment for which Heaven sent me into the 
world." Having pronounced his apostrophe, he retired 
with Sancho to a remote place, from whence he returned 
much eased and comforted, and more desirous than ever 
of executing the project of his squire. The canon could 
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not help gazing upon him^ being struck with admiration 
at the strange unaccountable symptoms of his disorder ; 
for in all his conversation and replies, he save evident 
proofs of an excellent understanding, and never lost 
himself* except on the subject of chivalry, as we have 
formerly observed : he was therefore touched with com- 
passion for his infirmity, and when the whole company 
were seated on the grass, waiting for the return of the 
sumpter-mule, addressed himself to the knight in this 
manner : 

'^ Is it possible, good sir, that the idle and unlucky 
reading of books of chivalry can have sa far impaired 
your judgment, as that you should' now believe your- 
self enchanted, and give credit to other illusions of the 
same kind, which are as far from being true, as truth is 
distant from falsehood? Is it possible that the human 
understanding can suppose that ever this world produced 
that infinite number of Amadises, with the whole crowd 
of famous . knights, so many emperors of Trebisond, 
Fleximartes of Hyrcania, palfreys, dams^s, serpents, 
dragons, and giants; so many incredible adventures, en- 
chantments of different kinds, battles, dreadful enconn- 
Xers, magnificence of apparel, enamoured princesses, 
squire's created earls, witty dwarfs, billets, amorous ex- 
pressions, valiant ladies, and finally, such extravagant 
events as are contained in books of knight-errantry? 
For my own part, when I read a performance of that 
sort, without reflecting that it is a legend of vanity and 
lies, my imagination is a little amused ; but as soon as I 
begin to consider it in the right point of view, I dash the 
volume against the wall, and would even pommit it to 
the flames (if I should chance to be near a fire), as a cri- 
minal richly deserving such punishment, on account of 
its falsehood and imposture, so contrary to nature, and 
bewildered from the tract of common sense; and as an 
inventor of new sects and preposterous ways of life, mis- 
leading and inducing the ignorant vulgar to believe the 
absurdities which it contains : nay, so presumptuous are 

* Literallyi, Never lost the stirrups. ■ . 
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such productions as to disturb the minds of gentlemen 
of birth and education^ as may be too plainly perceived 
by their effects upon you, signor, whom they have re^ 
iduced to such a pass, as to make it necessary that you 
should be cooped up in a cage, and transported from 
place to place on a waggon, like a lion or tiger exhibited 
aa a show for money. Go to, Signor Don Quixote: have 
pity upon yourself, return into the bosom of discretion, 
and put those happy talents which Heaven hath been 
pleased to bestow upon you to a better use ; emplopnff 
your better genius in other studies, which may redound 
to the increase of your honour, as well as to the good of 
your soul ; or if swayed by your natural inclination, you 
are still desirous of reading the histories of exploits and 
achievements, you may have recourse to the book of 
Judges in the Holy Scripture, and there you will find 
real miracles of might, and actions equally valiant and 
true. Portugal produced a Viriatus, Rome a Caesar, 
Carthage an Hannibal, Greece an Alexander, Castile a 
Count Fernan Gonzales, Valencia a Cid, Andalusia a 
Gonzalo Fernandez, Estremadura a Diego Garcia de 
Paredes, Xerez a Garcia Perez de Vargas, Toledo a 
Garcilasso, Seville a Don Manuel de Leon ; the history 
of their valiant exploits will afford entertainment, in- 
struction, surprise, and delight, to readers of the most 
sublime conception. Such study as this would be 
worthy of the good sense of Signor Don Quixote, who 
yrould thus become learned in history, enamoured of 
virtue, improved in worth, bettered in morals, brave 
without rashness, cautious without cowardice ; while the 
whole would redound to the honour of God, his own 
particular emolument, and the renown of La Mancha, 
from whence I understand his family and origin i3 de- 
rived," 

Don Quixote listened with infinite attention to this 
harangue ; and even afler he perceived it was finished, 
looked steadfastly at the canon for some time, before he 
answered in these words : ** Signor Hidalgo, if I am not 
mistaken, the scope of your discourse was to convince 
pie that there never were knights-errant in this world ; 
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that all the books of chivalry are false^ deceitful^ un- 
profitable^ nay, mischievous in a commonwealth ; that I 
nave been much to blame in reading, more so in believing, 
and most of all in imitating the characters they describe^ 
by following the most painful profession of knightp^r* 
rantry ; and lastly^ you deny diat ever there was an 
Amadis, either of Gaul, or Greece, or that any one of 
that vast number of knights recorded in those vmtings 
had any real existence." ^' You have exactly summed 
up my allegations," said the canon. '^ You were like- 
wise pleased to add," resumed the knight, ^' that isuch 
books had done me infinite prejudice, impaired my judgv 
ment, and reduced me to the necessity of being confined 
in a cage ; and that I would do well to alt^ and amend 
my course of studies, and to use performances which 
contain more truth, instruction, and delight." '' That," 
said the canon, "was my precise meaning." **Why> 
then," cried Don Quixote, '' in my opinion^ the person 
impaired in his judgment, and enchanted, is no other 
than your worship, who have presumed to utter such 
blasphemies against an order so well received in the 
world, and established as truth, that he, who like you, 
denies it, deserves the same punishment you inflicted 
upon those books that gave you disgust ; for to say that 
there never was such a person as Amadis, or any other 
of those adventurous knights with whom history abounds^ 
is like an endeavour to persuade people that frost is not 
cold, that the sun yields no light, and the earth no sus- 
tenance. Will any earthly eloquence make a man be« 
lieve that the story of the Infanta Floripes and Guy of 
Burgundy is false ? or that of Fierabras, with the bndge 
of Mantible, which happened in the time of Charlenuignc^ 
and I vow to God j is as true as that the sun shines at 
noon-day ? If this be a lie, you may also affirm that 
there never was such an event as the Trojan war, nor 
such persons as Hector and Achilles, or the twelve peers 
of France, or Arthur, King of England, who to this 
day survives in the likeness of a raven, and is every mo- 
ment expected to re-ascend his throne. People may as 
well venture to say, that the history of Guarino Mezquiho 
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and the suit of St. Grial are pure fiction ; and look upon 
^e amours of Don Tristan and Queen Iseo^ with those 
c^ Grinebra and Lancelot, as altogether apocryphal ; 
though there are people who almost remember to have 
seen the Duenna Quintanona^ who was the best wine- 
skinker in Great Britain ; this is so true, that I myself 
have heard my grandmother by the father's side often 
aay^ when she happened to see a duenna with a reverend 
^higgen, 'Grandson, there is a person very like the 
Duenna Quintanona.' From whence 1 conclude that she; 
moflt either have known her personally, or at least seen 
some picture of that venerable matron : then who can 
deny the history of Peter of Provence and the fair Ma* 
galona^ since to this day may be seen in the royal ar- 
moury the very peg that turned the wooden horse upon 
which the valiant Peter travelled through the air ; by 
the same token that it is something larger than the pole 
of a coach, and stands near the saddle of Babieca ; nay^ 
at Roncesvalles you may see Orlando's horn, as big as a 
weaver's beam. From all which circumstances we may 
justly infer, that the twelve peers, the Peters^ the Cids, 
with all those who were called knights-errant^ actually 
existed, according to the records of their fame : other- 
wise they may as well deny, that the valiant Portuguese^ 
Juan de Merlo, was a knight-errant ; though it is well 
known that he went to Burgundy and fought in the city 
of Has, with the famous lord of Chame, called Mon- 
seigneur Pierre, and afterwards in the city of Basil, with 
Monseigneur Henrique de Remestan ; gaining the vic- 
tory in each of these combats, with abundance of ho- 
nourable fame : neither, I supppose, will they credit the 
defiance and adventures that were also achieved in Bur- 
gundy by those valiant Spaniards, Pedro Barba^ and 
Guttierre Quixada, (from whom I am lineally descended 
on the fatlier's side), who conquered the sons of the 
Count de St Paul: nay, let them likewise refuse to 
own that Don JPemando de Guevara went in quest of 
adventures into G^rmany^ where he fought with Messirc^ 

• Tocft, which is the original word, signifies a woman's coif, veil| or 
h^dkercfaief. 
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George^ a knight of the household to the Duke of Aus* 
tria ; and say ^at the jousts and tournaments at Suero de 
Quinones and the pass were mere illusion, as well as the 
enterprizes- of Monseigneur Lewis de Falses^ against 
Don Gon^o de Guzman, a Castilian knight, together 
with many other exploits performed by Christian war- 
riors belonging to tnese and other foreign realms^ so 
authentic and true, that (I repeat my asseveration) he 
who denies them, is void of all reason and common 
sense." 

The canon was struck with admiration, when he heard 
Don Quixote utter such a medley of fiction and truth ; 
and perceiving that he was intimately acquainted with 
every circumstance regarding and concerning the achieve- 
ments of knight-errantry, answered him in these words : 
*^ Signor Don Quixote, I cannot deny but what you have 
said is partly true, particularly that which regards the 
Spanish knights ; I grant also that there was an order 
called the twelve peers of France, but cannot believe 
that they performed all those exploits recounted by 
Archbishop Turpin ; for the truth is, they were a set of 
knights chosen by the kings of France, under the title 
of the twelve peers, because they were all equal in point 
of virtue, rank, and valour ; at least, if they were not, 
they ought to have been possessed of this parity of qua- 
lifications, for it was an association resembling the mo- 
dern orders of St. Jago and Calatrava, which suppose 
that every member is valiant, virtuous, and noble ; and 
as we now say a knight of St. Juan or Alcantara, in 
those days they i^d a knight of the twelve peers ; be- 
cause those who professed that military order were equal 
in all respects, and twelve in number : that there were 
such persons as the Cid and Bernardo del Carpio, I make 
no question ; but whether or not they performed all 
those exploit which are ascribed to them, is, I believe, 
extremely doubtful : with respect to the peg of Count 
Peter, which you say stands by the saddle of Babieca, 
in the royal armoury, to my shame be it spoken, I am 
either so ignorant or short-sighted, that although I have 
seen the saddle, I could never observe the peg, large 89 
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you have been pleased to describe it" " But there it 
certainly is," replied the knight ; '^ and what makes it 
the more remarkable, it is said to be kept in d case of 
calf's leather, that it may not rust." " It may be so," 
said the canon ; " but, by my holy orders, I -do not re«' 
member to have seen any such thing : yet granting it td 
be in that place, I am not therefore bound to believe the 
stories that are recounted of so many Amadises and such 
a rabble of knights : nor is it reasonable that a person 
of honour, like you, endowed with so many happy talents, 
should give credit to such extravagant rhodomontades as 
are related in the lying legends of knight-errantry." 



CHAPTER XV. 

OF TH£ SAGE CONTEST BEWEEN DON QUIXOTE AND 
THE CANON, WITH OTHER EVENTS. 

'* A GOOD jest, truly ;" replied Don Quixote, " that 
books printed with the licence of kings, and approbation 
of those who are appointed to examine them, read with 
universal delight, celebrated by great and small, rich and 
poor, knights and plebeians, die learned and illiterate ; 
finally, by persons of all ranks and degrees whatever, 
should contain nothing but lies; notwithstanding the 
appearance of truth which they maintain, in mentioning 
the father, mother, country, relations, condition^ birth- 
place ; and in giving an exact journal of the exploits 
peculiar to every individual knight: cease, therefore, 
good sir, to vent such blasphemy, and believe that in 
this particular, I advise you to act according to the dic- 
tates of good sense : read them again, and you will 
see what pleasure you will reap for your pains; for 
what can be more entertaining than to see, as it were 
before your eyes, a vast lake of boiling pitchy through 
which an infinite number of serpents, snakes, and 
alligators, with many other kinds of fierce and ter* 
rible creatures, are continuaUy winding and writhing 
along ; . then to hear a most dismal voice that seems 
to issue from the middle of this pitchy pool pro* 
nounce, ^ O knight, whosoever thou art, that now standi 
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est gazing at the dreadful lake, if thou wouldst en^ 
the bliss that is concealed beneath these sable VfXfeB^ 
display the valour of thy dauntless breast^ and dart t^- 
self amidst these black and burning billows : oth^wiae 
thou art not worthy to behold the mighty wonders. de- 
posited and contained within the seven castles of tiie 
seven nymphs that dwell below this suUen flood.' Scarce 
hath the sound of this dismal voice ceased to vibrate on 
his ear^ when the knight^ without the least hesitation^ or 
reflecting upon the digger he incurs^ nay/ without put- 
ting off his heavy armour^ but recommending hims^to 
God and his mistress^ plunges at once into the burning 
lake ; and when he neither cares nor knows what will 
be his fate^ finds himself in the midst of a delightful 
plain^ by which the Elysian fields are infinitely excelled: 
there the heaven seems more transparent^ and the sun 
shines with new lustre ; the eye is entertained with an 
agreeable forest of tall and leafy trees^ whose verduie 
delights the view^ while the ear is regaled with the 
sweet and artless notes of an infinite number of little 
painted warblers^ that hop from bough to bough ; here 
ne perceives a brook^ whose refreshing waters^ dear as 
liquid crystal, run murmuring on the yellow sand and 

glistening pebbles, that emulate the purest pearls and 
caps of sifted gold. 

" In one place springs an artificial fountain, adorned 
with variegated jasper and polished marble ; in another 
rises a rustic grotto, in which the small shells of the 
muscle, and the white and yellow twisted domes of the 
snail, placed in beauteous disorder, and mixed with bits 
of shining crystal and counterfeit emeralds, compose 
such an agreeable variety, that nature seems to be es^ 
celled by imitative heart. In a third place, all of a 
sudden appears a strong castle, or magnificent palace, 
the walls of massy gold, the battlements of diamond^ the 
gates of hyacinth, and finally, the workmanship so ad- 
» mirable, as infinitely to excell the materials, which are no 
less than adamant^ carbuncles, rubies, pearls, emeralds, 
and gold. Nay, after having thus feast^ his eyes, those 
still remains for him to see a fair bevy of ^<tfnfff>iff coming 
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out at the castle-gate^ dressed in sach gay and splendid 
.ttttire, that were I to describe it minutely, as it is repre- 
aented in the history, I should never have done. Then 
she who appears the principal, takes by the hand the un* 
-daunted knight who threw himself into the boiling lake, 
and silently leading him into the rich castle or palace, 
strips him as naked as he was when his mother bore lym, 
and bathes him in water of an agreeable temperature, 
ihexL' anoints his whole body with aromatic essences, and 
puts upon him a shirt of the finest lawn, all scented apd 
perfumed ; then comes another damsel, and throws over 
his shoulders a mantle, which, at least, is usually .valued 
tA. the price of a whole city or more. After all this 
ceremony, what a sight it is, when, as they relate, he is 
conducted into another hall, in which a table is furnished 
with such elegance as to exdte his admiration and sus- 
pense ! when they sprinkle upon his hands water dis- 
tilled from amber and odoriferous flowers ! when he is 
seated upon a chair of- ivory, and attended by all those 
damsels who serve him in amazing silence ! when he is 
allured by such a variety of dishes, and so savourily 
cooked, that the appetite is confounded in its choice ! 
then to. hear music during his repast without seeing the 
minstrel, or knowing from whence the sound proceeds ; 
and after he has refreshed himself and the table is unco- 
vered, while he lolls at ease upon his chair, perhaps, 
picking his teeth, according to custom, he is surprised 
with the sight of another young lady, much more beau- 
ti:^l than any of the former, who enters the hall, and 
ffitting down by the knight, begins to tell him whose 
onstle that is, and how she is enchanted within it, relating 
either circumstances which create wonder in him, and 
raise the admiration of those who read the story. I 
need not further expatiate on this subject, since, from 
what hath been said, it plainly appears, that any part 
whatever of the history of any knight-errant whatever, 
must, yield pleasure and surprise to any reader what- 
soever. Believe me, therefore, good sir, and as I have 
already hinted, take the trouble of reading those books, 
^mdye^wSk see. what effectual antidotes they are against 
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melancholy, and how they improve the dispdtitioii irhen 
it is bad. For my own part^ I can safely arer, that since 
I professed the order cf knight-errantry, I have been 
valiant, courteous, liberal, well-bred, generous, civil, 
daring, good-humoured, and a patient endurer of toils, 
captivities, and enchantment; and though I so lately 
found myself shut up in a cage, like a madmtil, I liope^ 
by ' the valour of this my arm, provided Heaven sball 
favour, and fortune cease to oppose me, in a few dAya to 
see myself sovereign of some kingdoin, when I shall be 
enabled to demonstrate the gratitude, and generosity 
which reside within my breast : for, truly, signor> a poor 
man is incapable of exerting the virtue of libertdity^ let 
him possess it in nevet so eminent a degree ; and that 
gratitude which is restrained to good-will alone, id like 
faith without works ; no more than the ghost of virtue. 
Wherefore, I wish fortune would speedily furnish me 
with an opportunity of making myself an emperor^ diat 
I may exercise the virtues of my heart, in bestowing 
benefits on my fi*iends, especially on my poor squill 
Sancho Paiiza, one of the be^t men in the world, whom 
1 intend to create an earl, in consequence rf a promise 
which he obtained from me long ago ; diovgh I £ear he 
wants capacity to manage his estate." 

These last words being overheard by Sancho, he said 
to his master, ^* Signor Don Quixote, 1 wish you would 
take the trouble to give me ^at same earldom, which is 
as firmly promised by your worship as expected by me, 
and I will undertake to find ability to manage it : or if 
I should find myself at a loss, I have heard it often said^ 
that there are certain persons who farm the estates of 
great noblemen at so much a year> and take charge of 
me whole, while the owner lolls at his ease, enjoying his 
income, without troubling his noddle Itbout any other 
affair. Now, I would live in the very sione manner, 
minding the cares of this world as little as possible ; hot 
leaving off all scH*ts of business, enjoying my rents, like 
any duke, and let the world wag." *' Brother Sancho," 
said the canon, ^^ that is to be understood only of the 
spending your inc<Hne ; but the lord of a great estiHe 
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must have regard to the administration of justice^ which 
ceqiiires ability^ sound judgment, and principally an 
QMrightintention; for if this be wanting in the begin- 
ning, the middle and end will always be involved in 
error : and therefore Heaven usually assists the righteous 
intent of the simple^ while it confounds the wicked aims 
of the cunning/' ^ I know nothing of these philoso- 
phies/' answered the squire;.'' but this I know, that 
I wish to Qod I had this earldom^ as soon as I should 
find understanding to mmage it ; for 1 have as big a 
sonl as my neighbour, and as much body as he that has 
more ; and would be as much a king in my own estate, 
88 any he that wears a head : and so being, I would do 
what I pleased: and doing what I pleased, I should 
{dease myself I and pleasing myself, I should be satisfied ; 
and being satisfied, I should have nothing more to desire; 
and having nothing more to desire, there would be an 
end ; so let the earidom oome a God's name : I wish we 
could see it, as one blind man said to another." '' These 
are no bad philosophies, as you call them, Sancho,*' said 
the canon ; '* but, for all that, there is mudi to be said 
cm the subject of earldom." " I know not what more 
fsan be said,'' replied Don Quixote : ** for my own part, 
I do no more tiian follow the example transmitted to me 
by the great Amadis de Gaul, who created his squire earl 
of the Firm Island ; and therefore I may, without scrupk 
of conscience, bestow the same honour on Sancho Panza, 
wlio is one of the best squires that ever sa*ved knight- 
errant. 

The canon was amazed at the methodical madness of 
Don Quixote, manifested in his description of the Knight 
bf the Lake, and in the impression which the false ad- 
ventures of chivalry had made upon his imagination : 
neither was his wonder diminished, when he considered 
the folly of Sancho, who so ardently desired the possession 
of that island, which his niaster had promised to give 
him as the reward of his services. 

fiv this time the canon's servant .had returned from 
the mn with the sumpter-mnle ; and instead of a table 
spread a carpet on the green grass, under the shade of 
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some trees^ where the company seating themselvies ^a^ 
rounds went to dinner^ that the waggoner might not lose 
the opportunity of such a convenient situation^ as we 
have already observed. While they thus enjoyed them^ 
selves^ their ears were struck with a sudden noise, ■and 
the sound of a bell, issuing from the midst of some hriten 
and thickets that surrounded the place where they sat : 
and immediately appeared a beautiful she-goat, her skin 
speckled with spots of white, black, and grey, followed 
by the goatherd, who, in his rustic dialect, called her to 
stop and return to the fold. The fugitive goat, trembling 
with affright, came towards the company, and there 
stopped, as if to implore their protection; while her 
keeper, seizing her by the horns, accosted her in these 
words, as if she had been possessed of sense and under- 
standing : " Ah ! you spotted wanton, what a rambler 
you have become of late ; the wolves will feast upon you 
one day — ^what is the matter with you, my pretty child ? 
yet what else can it be, but that you are a female, and 
consequently inconstant ! a plague upon your disposi- 
tion, and all those you resemble: return, return my 
darling; and if you are not so happy, at least you will 
be more secure in the fold among your companions; for 
if you, who ought to watch over and guide the rest, stray 
about in this imprudent manner, what must become A 
them." 

These words of the goatherd diverted those who heard 
them, especially the canon, who said to him, '^ I beseech 
vou, brother, to pacify yourself, and be not in such a 
hurry to drive back your goat, which bein^ a female, as 
you observe, will follow her natural disposition, in spite 
of all you can do to oppose it. Take this morsel, and 
assuage your choler with a cup of wine, and in the mean 
time Uie goat will repose herself." 

So saying, he presented to him, on the point of a fork, 
the hind quarter of a cold rabbit, which was thankfully 
accepted by the goatherd, who having taken a long 
draught, and composed himself, said to the company, 
'* Gentlemen, you must not take me for a simpleton, 
because I talk to this animal as if it were a rational 
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creature; for, really, there is a mystery concealed be- 
neath the words I have uttered. I am a peasant, 'tis 
true ; yet not so rustic, but that I know how to converse 
with men as well as beasts.'* '' I firmly believe what you 
say," replied the curate ; " for I myself have experienced 
that the mountains produce learned men, and that philo- 
sophers are to be found within the shepherd's cot." " At 
least," resumed the goatherd, ^' the cottage may contain 
those who are warned by woeful experience, and to con- 
vince you feelingly, that what I allege is true, I, though 
undesired, and self-invited, saving the good pleasure of 
this good company, intreat a moment's hearing, while I 
recount a true story, which will confirm what that gen- 
tleman (pointing to the curate) and myself have ob- 
served." 

To this proposal Don Quixote replied: ^^As this 
affair seems to bear something of the shadow of an ad- 
venture, I, for my part* will gladly give you the hearing 
brother ; and so will all those gentlemen, who are persons 
of taste, atid lovers of curious novels, that surprise, 
delight, and entertain the sensible hearer ; for I hope 
your story will certainly produce these agreeable effects: 
begin then, friend — we are all attention." "By your 
leave," cried Sancho, " I will e'en betake myself with 
this piece of pastrv to yonder brook, and lay in store for 
three days; for lliaveheard my master Don Quixote 
observe, that the squire of a knight-errant ought to eat 
aa often and as miich as he can ; because they are fre- 
quently so bewildered in woods and forests, that it will 
^e them six whole days to disengage themselves ; and 
if a man's belly or his bags be not well lined with pro- 
visions, there he may stay, as he often does, till he withers 
into a perfect mummy." " You are in the right, Sancho," 
said the knight, " go where you will, and eat as much 
as you please ; for my own part, my grosser appetite is 
satisfied, and now I want refreshment for tne mind, 
which I shall enjoy in listening to this honest country- 
man's story." "We shall all share in the rejpast," re- 
plied the canon> who intreated the peasant to perform 
his promise. 
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Then the goatherd gave the goat, which he held hj 
the horns, two slaps on the buttocks, spying, '' Lie cbwn 
by my side, you speckled Nanny ; we shall have time 
enough to return to the fold." The creature seemed to 
luiderstand hia meaning ; for he was no sotmer set, than 
she lay down very quietly, and looking in his face, gave, 
him to understand that she was attentive to what he waft 
going to say ; upon which he began hia story, in these 
words : — 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THE STORY WHICH THE GOATHERD RECOUKTED TO 
THE CONDUCTORS OP DON QUIXOTE. 

'' Three leagues from this valley stands a village, 
which, though small, is one of the richest in all this coon- 
try ; and therein dwelt a farmer in great repute : and, 
albeit respect follows worldly wealth, he was more be- 
loved for his virtue than respected for his riches; but 
what he regarded as the best part of his fortune, (as he 
himself was wont to say) was a daughter he had, of 9ach 
exceeding beaul^, rare discretion, modesty, and grace, 
that eveiy one who saw and knew her marvelled ftt the 
happy talents with, which Heaven and nature had en-* 
riched her body and her soul : in the eradje she was 
handsome, and continually iticreased in beauty, till M the» 
age of sixteen Ae wa$ a most enchanting creature : the 
fame of her charms began to spread over all the neigh- 
bouring villages ; but what need I say the neighbouiiiig 
villages ! it extended to distant cities, and even made its 
fray into the king^s court, filling the ears of all sortd of 
people, who came from all parts to see her, as if she had 
been some great curiosity, or miracle-working image. 
Her father watdied over her with great care, and she 
tfiok great care of hareelf; for, truly, a maiden's own 
prudent reserve is a better guard upon her conduct than 
all the bolts, and ^pies, and padlocks, upon earth. The 
fidher's wealtJi, and the daughter's beauty, moved a great 
many people, both of town and country, to demand hat 
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in marriage; but he^ like one who has the diqx>sal of a 
rich ^ewel, was perplexed in his mind^ and could not de- 
termine in favour of an j <^ the infinite number that soli. 
cited his consent Among the crowd of her suitors^ I 
was one^ who conceived great and flattering hopes of 
success ; because her father knew me to be his townsman^ 
of an honest family^ in the flower of my age^ rich in 
wealthy and in point of understanding not very poor. 
She was also courted by another young man of our town, 
who was in every respect my equal ; so that her father 
was perplexed, and wavered in his choice ; because he 
thought bis daughter would be well bestowed upon either 
o£ us : wherefore, in order to deliver himself from this 
suspense, he resolved to communicate our demands to 
Leandra, (for that is the name of this wealthy maiden, 
who hath made me miserable ;) and since we were equal 
in all qualifications, to refer the whole affair to the choice 
and decision of his beloved daughter ; an example wor- 
thy to be followed by every father in the settlement of 
his children: not that I would have parents to leave 
them to their own choice in tilings that are manifestly 
wicked and base ; but first propose a number of prudent 
schemes, out of which they may be allowed to nx upon 
that which is most to their liking. I know not to which 
of us Leandra gave the preference ; this only I know, 
that her father put us off, on pretence of his daughter's 
tender years, in general terms, which neither laid him 
under any obligation, nor gave us any cause of complaint. 
I think proper to tell you, that I am called Eugenio, and 
my rival Anselmo, that y&u may be acquainted with the 
names of the persons principally concerned in this tra-* 
gedy, which is atiU depending ; . though one may jeasily 
foieisee that it must have a melancholy end. 

^^ But, to return to my story : just about that time^ 
there came to our town one Vincent de la Rosa, the son 
of a poor labouring man diat lived in the village : this 
Vincent, who was just returned from being a soldier in 
Italy, and other foreign parts, had been carried away 
when he was a boy about twelve years of age, by a cap- 
tain that chanced to march through the town with mt 
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company ; and now, after an absence of another dozen <# 
years, he returned in the garb of a soldier, pinked up iii 
a thousand colours, and bedecked with a power of glass 
toys and slender chains of steel. To-day he dressed him-> 
self out in one gay suit ; to-morrow in another : but all 
his finery and gewgaws were of little weight or value. 
The labouring people, who are naturally malicious, nayi 
when idleness gives them opportunity, downright malke 
itself, observed and took an exact account of all his or^- 
naments and fine apparel, and found that he had no more 
than three suits of different colours, with garters and 
hose ; but he found means to disguise them by such in^ 
ventions, that one who had not been at the pains to de- 
tect him, would have sworn that he had appeared in more 
than ten different dresses, and in upwards- of twenty 
plumes of feathers ; and you must not think it imperti^ 
nent or foolish in me to give you this account of his 
clothes, because they bear a considerable share in the 
story. He used to seat himself upon a stone, under a 
tall poplar that grew in our market-place, and there keep 
us all gaping around himi at the exploits which he re- 
counted : if you would take his word for it, there was 
not a country on the face of the earth which he had not 
seen, nor a battle in which he had not served : he had 
killed a greater number of moors than ever Tunis or 
Morocco iproduced ; and by his own account fought more 
single combats than were ever maintained by Gante, 
Luna, Diego Garcia de Paredez, and a thousand more 
whom he named, gaining the victory in each, without 
losing one single drop of nis blood : then he would ^ew 
the marks of wounds, which though not to be distin- 
guished, he gave us to understand were the effects of 
musket-shot he had received in different actions and en- 
counters :' finally, with incredible arrogance, he used to 
thou his own equals, even those who knew his extraction, 
and say that his own arm was his father, his family the 
work of his own hands, and being a soldier, he owed 
nothing even to the king himself; with all his boastitig, 
he knew something of music, and could thrum upon the 
guitar, so as that some people said he made it speak : but 
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^is tiilents did Bot end here; for -he was also a piece of 
a poet; and wrote ballads a league aBd a half long^ upon 
e^eiry silly trifle that happened in the village. Well^ 
^hexky %tds soldier whom I have described^ this Vincent 
^^ la Rosa, this braggadocio^ this gallant, this musician, 
sokd poet, was oflen seen and observed by Leandra from 
the window of her apartment^ that looked towards the 
naarket place : she was captivated by the tinsel of his 
gaudy clothes, and enchanted by his ballads ; for he gave 
away twenty copies of each that he composed : the feats 
tbat he related of himself reached her ears ; in short, (as 
the devil himself must certainly have ordained) she fell 
in. love with him, even before he had the presumption to 
make any attempt upon her heart : and as, in the affairs 
of love, ev^ry thing is easily accomplished by the man 
-who is already in possession of the woman's affection; 
Xieandra and Vincent soon came to a right understand* 
iog ; and before any one of her numerous admirers had 
the least inkling of her inclination, she had already gra- 
tified it by leaving the house of her loving and indulgent 
father, (mother had she none) and running away with 
the soldier, who triumphed in that enterprize, and more 
^fPectually than in any one he had ever undertaken. 

*' This event filled not only the whole village, but like- 
wise all who heard of it, with admiration : I for my part 
mras amazed, Anselmo astonished, the father overwhelmed 
with sorrow, and the relations with shame. . Justice, how- 
ler, being solicited, the troopers immediately took the 
road, examined every copse and thicket thereabouts, and 
aftea; a search of three days found the giddy Leandra in 
the cave of a mountain, naked to the smock, and stripped 
of a great quantity of money and precious jewels, which 
she had carried off when she made her escape : when she 
waa brought back to the presence of her afflicted father, 
and questioned about her misfortune, she frankly owned 
that Vincent de la Rosa had imposed upon her ; that un^ 
der promise of marriage he had persuaded her to forsake 
her father's house, promising to conduct her to Naples, 
which he said was the most beautiful andfiourishing city 
in the whole world : that she inadvertently and . fondly. 
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believed his &lse professions, and robbing her father, put 
herself under bis protection that same night she was 
missed^ vhen he carried her to a rocky mountain, and 
confined her in the cave where she was found : she like- 
wise affirmed that the soldier, without making any at* 
tempt upon her virtue, had stripped her of all she had, 
and left her in that forlorn condition — a circumstaace 
that surprised all who heard it, the soldier's continence 
being so incredible; but she insisted upon it with such 
earnest asseverations, that the disconsolate father was in 
some sort comforted, making little account of the money 
he had lost, since his dau^ter was allowed to keep the 
jewel, which, when once lost, there is no hope c^ re- 
trieving. 

^' The same day that Leandra appeared, her father re* 
moved her from our eyes, and shut ner up in a mooa^ery 
of a neighbouring town, hoping that time would efiaoe 
some pari of the bad opinion his daughter had incurred : 
the tender years of Leandra served as an excuse foat her 
misconduct, especially with those who are not concerned 
in the afiair; but those who know her discretion 4Dd 
good sense, do not ascribe her &ult to ignorance, bot to 
mere levity, and the natural disposition of women, whidi 
is always injudicious and imperfect. Leandra being thus 
secured, Ahselmo's eyes were blind to every thing that 
could yield him pleasure ; and mine remained in darkness^ 
without the least glimpse of light, to direct them to any 
agreeable object : the absence of Leandra increased our 
affliction and exhausted our patience; we cursed the sol-^ 
dier's finery, and exclaimed against her father's want oC 
care : at length we agreed to quit the village and repair 
to this valley, where he, feeding a vast flock b£ sheep^ 
which are his own property, and I tending a numerona 
fold of goats, which are also mine, we spend our lives 
under the cool shade of lofty trees, and give vent to onr 
passion either by singing in concert the praise or die- 
praise of the beautiful Leandra, or each by himself sigh* 
ing in the lonely grove, and ejaculating his complaint to 
Heaven. In imitation of us, many more of Leandra'a 
lovers have betaken themselves to these rugged mouii* 
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B, and the exercise of the same employment ; so that 
diis spot seems to be transformed into a pastoral Arcadia, 
every field being crowded with shepherds and folds^ and 
every comer resounding with the name of the fair Le- 
andra. One curses and calls her fickle, inconstant, and 
immodest ; a second condemns her credulity and light- 
ness of behavour ; a third acquits and forgives her; while 
she is arraigned and reproached by a fourth : some cele- 
Inrate her beauty ; others find fault with her disposition : 
in short, she is censured and adcnred by them all : nay, to 
such a pitch hath their extravagance risen, that some of 
them complain of her disdain, though they never spoke 
to her ; and pthers in their lamentations pretend to feel 
the rage of jealousy, which is a passion she never in- 
spired ; for, as I have already mentioned, her fault was 
known before her inclination was suspected : there is. not 
the hollow of a rock, the margin of a rill, nor the shade 
of a tree, that is not occupied by some sh^herd, recount- 
ing his misfortune to the winds : wherever an echo can 
be formed, it repeats the name of Leandra ; the hills re- 
sound with Leandra ; the rivulets murmer Leandra : in 
short, Leandra keeps us all enchanted and perplexed,, 
hoping we know Hot how, and dreading we know not 
tvhat; Among the wrong-headed society, he that shews 
the least, though he has the ^eatest share of judgment, 
is my^ rival Anselmo, who, notwithstanding all the cause 
he lias to be dissatisfied, complains of absence only, tun* 
ing his lamentation to the sound of a rebeck, which he 
touches with admirable skill, in verses that shew the ex- 
pedience oi£ his genius; I follow a more easy, and in my 
opinion a wiser course, namely, to inveigh against the 
levity of the finnale sex; their fickleness, their double 
dealing, their n>tten promisiefs, their broken fkith ; and, 
finally,, th^r want of judgment in bestowing their afiec- 
tions. These, gentlemen, are my reasons for the dis- 
course you heard me address to my goat, whom (because 
she is a female) I despise, although she be the best of the 
fold : this is the story I promised to recount ; and if I 
have been prolix in tne narration, I shall not be brief in 
what service you shall please to command : hard by is 
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niy cottage^ in 'which I have plenty of new milk and most 
savoury cheese, with abundance of the fruit in season^ no 
less agreeable to the taste than to the view." 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Of THE COMBAT BETWEEN DON QUIXOTE AND .THE 
goatherd; with the rare adventure OF THE 
PENITENTS, WHICH THE KNIGHT HAPPILY ACCOM- 
PLISHED WITH THE SWEAT OF HIS BROWS. 

This story of the goatherd gave infinite pleasure to all 
that heard it, especidly to the canon, who observed with 
admiration his manner of relating it, as distant from. the 
rustic phrase of a peasant as near approaching to the po- 
lite style of a courtier ; and therefore, he said, the curate 
had justly observed that the mountains sometimes pro- 
duced learned men. Every body made prefers of service 
to Eugenio, but he that shewed himself most . liberal, in 
compliment was Don Quixote, who said to him, " Truly, 
brother goatherd, were it possible for me to undertake 
any new adventure, I would forthwith set forward in 
your behalf, and deliver Leandra from that monastery, in 
which she is doubtless detained against her will, in spite 
of the abbess and all that should oppose my design ; and 
would put her into your hands to be treated according to 
your good will and pleasure, so far as is consistent with 
the laws of chivalry, by which all damsels are protected 
from wrongs : though I hope in God that a malicious 
enchanter shall not so far prevail, but that he may be 
excelled in power by another of a more righteous dispo- . 
sition ; and then you may depend upon my favour and 
assistance, according to the duty of my profession, which 
is no other than to succour the wretched and the weak." 

The goatherd stared at Don Quixote ; and being struck 
with admiration at his rueful aspect and dishevelled locks, 
said to the barber, who sat near him, ^' Signor, pray who 
is that man who looks and talks so wildly." *' Who 
should it be," answered the barber, " but the renowned 
Don Quixote de la Mancha, the redresser of grievances, 
the righter of wrongs, the protector of damsels, the terror 
of giants, and thunderbolt of war ?" " That discourse^" 
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re|^d the peasant, ''puts me in mind of those bookft 
which treat of knights-errant/ who were commonly dis^ 
tinguished by such titles as you bestow on that man : but 
I suppose you are pleased to be merry, or else the apart- 
ments of this poor gentleman's skull are but indifferently 
furnished." 

*' You are a most impudent rascal," dried the knight^ 
overhearing what he said : '' it is your skull that is un- 
furnished and unsound ; but mine is more pregnant 
than the abominable baggage that brought you forth." 
So saying; he snatched up a loaf, and flung it at the 
goatherd with such fury, that he levelled his nose 
with his face. 

Eugenio, who did not understand raillery, finding him- 
self maltreated in earnest, without any respect for the 
carpet, table-doth, or company, leaped upon the knight, 
and laying hold of his collar with both hands, would 
certainly have strangled him, if Sancho Panza had not 
at that instant sprung to his master's assistance, and 
pulling his antagonist backwards, tumbled him over 
upon the table, where plates, cups, victuals, wine, and all 
went to wreck. Don Quixote, finding himself disen- 
gaged, arose, and in his turn got upon the goatherd, who 
being battered by the master, and kicked by the man, 
was creeping about on all fours in quest of a table knife, 
with which he intended to take some bloody revenge ; 
but was prevented by the canon and curate : the goat-- 
herd, however, managed matters so that he got the 
knight under him, when he rained such a shower of kicks 
and cuffs upon his carcase, that our hero's countenance 
was as much overflowed with blood as his oWn : the 
curate and canon were ready to burst with laughing, the 
trooperd capered about with joy, and the whole company 
hallooed, according to the practice of the spectators 
when two dogs are engaged : Sancho Panza alone was 
distracted, because he could not get out of the clutches 
of one of the canon's servants, who hindered him from 
assisting his master. In fine^ when every body was thus 
regaled and rejoiced, except the combatants, wno worried 
each other, they heard a trumpet utter such a melan- 
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choly note^ that thej ooukl not help turning their heiAg, 
and locking towards the place from whence the Bomd 
seemed to come ; but he txk whom it made the greatett 
impression was Don Quixote^ who^ though lying, under 
his antagonist, very nuch against his inclination^ and 
more than sufficiently pummelled, said to the goatherd. 
*' Bl'other devil, (for sure thou canst be nothing else, 
who hast strength and valor sufficient to overcome my 
effi:>rts) I b^ a truce for one hour only; because the 
doleful sound of that trumpet, which salutes our ears, 
seems to summon me to some new adventure.'^ 

The goatherd, being by this time heartily tired of 
drubbing, as well as of being drubbed, immediately com- 
plied witib his request ; and Don Quixote starting up, 
directed his view towards the place whence the sound 
seemed to issue, where he descried a great number of 
pe<^le dressed in white, like disdplinants, coming down 
the side of a neighbouring hill. That year the heavens 
had withheld refreshing showers from the earth ; and 
through all the villages of that district the people insti- 
tuted processions, disciplines, and prayers, breeching 
God to open the fountains of his mercy, and ^vour diem 
with rain : for this purpose,^ the inhabitants of a neigh-* 
bouring village were then going in procession to a holy 
hermitage, built on an eminence that skirted the valley ; 
and Don Quixote seeing the strange dress of the dis- 
ciplinants,* without recollecting that he had frequently 
seen such habits before, concluded die wh<de to be an 
adventure, which it was the province of him^ as a knight* 
errant, to achieve : what served to confirm him in this 
notion was an image clothed in black, which was carried 
before them, and which he supposed to be some prince88> 
whom those discourteous robbers were carrying off by 
force. 

This whim no sooner entered his brain, than he rm 
witJi great agility to Rozinante, who was feeding very 
quietly, and taking die bridle and shield, which hnng 
upon the pummel of the saddle, clapt the bit in his 

• Persons hired to whip themselves on such ooca^ns. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DOS QITIXOTB. 159 

BBotith in a twinklings and demanding his isword fVrnn 
Sancdio^ mounted his steeds and braced nis target^ calling 
aloud to the company^ '^Now^ honourable gentlemen^ 
ye shall perceive the importance of those who profess the 
ovder of knight-errantry ! now, I say, ye shall, in the 
deliverence of that excellent lady, who is at present a 
eaptive« behold how much knights-errant ought to be 
esteemed." 

. So saying, he clapt heels to Rozinante, (spurs he had 
none) and at a hand gallop (for we do not find in this 
true history, that ever Rozinante went full speed) rode 
up to attack the disciplinants. Thou^ the canon, curate; 
and barber, made efforts to detain him, they found it im- 
practicable ; he was even deaf to the cries of Sancho, 
who bawled with great vociferation : " Where are you 
going, Signor Don Quixote ? what devil possesses and 
provokes yon to act against our catholic faith ? take 
nodce-^-a plague upon me ! take notice that is no other 
than a procession of disciplinants, and that lady carried on 
the bier the blessed image of the immaculate virgin ! 
Consider, signor, what you are about ; for sure I am you 
do not know !" 

In vain did Sancho strain his lungs : his master was 
to intent upon overtaking the apps^tions, and setting 
the lady in black at liberty, that he heard not one sylla- 
ble ; nor if he had, would he have returned, even if the 
king had commanded him so to do. When he approached 
the procession, he stopped Rozinante, who was already 
out of breath, and with a hoarse disordered voice, pro- 
nounced, " You there, who, perhaps, disguise yourselves 
for no good, stop, and give ear to what I am going to 
say." 

Those who carried the image were the first that 
halted, and one of the four priests who sung the litanies, 
observing the strange aspect of Don Quixote, the lean- 
ness of Rozinante, with other ridiculous circumstances 
banging to both, answered in these words : ** Friend^ 
if you have any thing to say, speak quickly ; fior these 
our brethren are all this while scourging their own flesh ; 
and we cannot, nor is it reasonable we should, tarry to 
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hear anything that cannot be comprehended; in tvn 
words/' "' I will comprehend what I have to say in 
one/' replied the knight ; '' and it is this : I command 
you instantly to set free that beautiful lady, whose tears 
and melancholy deportment clearly demonstrate that you 
are carrying her off, contrary to her inclination, after 
having done her some notorious wrong ; and I, who was 
born to redress such grievances, will not suffer you to 
proceed one step farSier, until she shall have obtained 
that liberty she deserves." 

• From these words, concluding that he must be:soBie 
madman, all of them began to laugh very heartily ; a<id 
their mirth acting as a train of gunpowder to the 
knight's choler, he drew his sword, and without utterii^ 
another word, attacked the bearers; one of whom, 
leaving his share of the load to his companions, opposed 
himself to this agressor, brandishing a fork or pole, on 
which (when they were wearied) they supported the 
bier. Don Quixote, with a furious backstroke cut tfads 
implement in two ; but with the piece which . remained 
in the hand of the defendant, received such a thwack 
upon the shoulder, above his sword-arm, that his buckler 
was unable to sustaiki the shock of such a rude assault, 
and down came the poor knight, in a most lamentable 
condition. 

Sancho Panza; who came pu£Bng after his master, 
seeing him fall, called aloud to his antagonists to forbear ; 
for he was a poor enchanted knight, who had never done 
the least harm to man, woman, or child : but the 
peasant's forbearance was not owing to this exclamation 
of the squire, so much as to the situation of Don Quixcite, 
who neither moved hand nor foot; so that believing 4ie 
had done his business, he hastily gathered up his frock, 
and fled through the field as nimble as a buck. By this 
time the whole company were come, up to the. place 
where Don Quixote lay : and those belonging to the pro- 
cession seeing so many people running towards them, 
accompanied by the troopers with their cross-bows, began 
to be in dread of some mischievous event, and fom^ed 
themselves into a circle around the imag^,: then the dis- 
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cipUnants Hftmg up their hoods^ and wielding their 
scourges^ and the priests their long tapers^ waited the 
assault, with full determination to defend themselves, 
and^ if possible^ act offensively against all who should 
attack them. But fortune disposed of things more 
favourably than they expected ; for all that Sancho did, 
was to throw himself upon the body of his master, who, 
he believed, was actually dead, and utter the most 
doleful and ludicrous lamentation that ever was heard. 
The curate was immediately known by a brother of the 
clotfa, who belonged to the procession, and this acquaint- 
ance dispelled the apprehension which both squadrons 
had begun to conceive. Our licentiate told his friend in 
a few words who Don Quixote was, upon which he and 
the whole crowd of disciplinants went to see whether or 
not the poor knight was dead, and heard Sancho Panza, 
with tears in his eyes, lamenting in these words : ** Oh ! 
flower of chivalry, who, by the single stroke of a cudgel, 
hast finished the career of thy well-spent life ! O ! thou 
honour of thy family, thou glory of La Mancha, aye, and 
of the whole worlds which being deprived of thee, will 
soon be filled with evil doers, who will prosper, witliout 
fe^ of chastizement for their wicked deeds ! Oh I thou 
wast more liberal than all the Alexanders that ever 
lived : for thou gavest me, for eight months service only, 
the best island that ever the sea surrounded. Oh ! thou 
wast humble with the haughty, and haughty with the 
humble, tempting dangers, enduring disgraces, in love 
without cause, imitating the good, scourging the wicked, 
a professed enemy to every thing that was base ; in 
short, a knight-errant, and that is every thing in one 
word I" 

The cries and groans of Sancho revived his master, 
and the first words he pronounced were these: •' He 
who is condemned to live absent from thee, most amiable 
Dulcinea ! is subjected to much greater hardships than 
these. Friend Sancho, help to lay me on the enchanted 
car ; for I am incapable of pressing Rozinante's saddle, 
this whole shoulder being crushed to pieces.'^ '' That 
1*11 do very willingly, dear master," replied the squire, 

VOL. II. M 
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'^ and let us return to our own habitation^ in company of 
these gentlemen^ who wish you well ; and th^e we will 
lay a scheme for another sally, which, I hope, will be 
more fortunate and creditable." " You are in the rights 
Sancho/' replied Don Quixote, " and it will be very 
prudent in us to let the malign influence of the stars pass 
over." 

The canon, curate, and barber, approved of his in* 
tention, and being extremely diverted with the squires's 
simplicity, conveyed the knight to his former situation 
in the waggon. The procession was formed anew^ and 
set forwards accordingly ; the goatherd took his leave of 
the company ; the troopers, being unwilling to go farther^ 
were paid by the curate for their trouble; the cancm. 
having entreated the priest to inform him by letter o£ 
Don Quixote's fate, with regard to the continuation or 
cure of his extravagance, bade him farewell, and pro- 
ceeded on his journey; in short, there was a general 
separation, till at length the curate, barber, Don Quixote, 
and Panza^ were left by themselves, with the trusty 
Rozinante, who, with the patience of his master^ bore 
and beheld every thing that passed. 

The waggoner, yoking his oxen, accommodated the 
knight with a truss of hay, and with his usual phlegm 
jogged on according to the priest's direction, till, at the 
end of six days, they arrived at their own village, which 
they entered about noon ; and it chancing to be Sunday, 
the market-place through which they were obliged to 
pass was crowded with people, who running to see what 
was in the cage, recognized their townsman, and were 
struck with astonishment. A boy ran immediately to 
his housekeeper and niece, whom when he informed of 
their master's arrival, in a most meagre, withered con- 
dition, stretched upon a truss of hay, in a waggon ; it 
was a piteous thing to hear the cries that were uttered 
by these worthy ladies, who buffetted themselves through 
vexation, and vented bitter curses against the wickeil 
books of chivalry ; which lamentations, buffetings, and 
curses, were repeated with greater violence than ever, 
when they saw the knight enter his own gate. 
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^SaoMsho Pansa's wife, who had got intiniation that he 
ivks 'gone with Don Quixote in quality of his squire^ 
hearing of their return^ ran straight to her husband^ and 
th^ first question she asked was. Whether or not the ass 
iros in good health ? when the squire answered^ that the 
ass was in better health than his master. '^ Thanks be 
to God" cried she^ " for that and all his other mercies. 
Sut now tell me^ friend^ what good you have got by 
yeur squireship ? Have you brought home a new petti- 
coat for me, or shoes for your children ?" " I have 
bfooght no such matters^ my dear^" replied Sancho^ 
^' but things of great consideration and impoitance." '* I 
ant glad of that^ with all my heart/' said the wife ; '' pray 
sbew me these things of great consideration and impor- 
tance^ that the sight of them may rejoice my hearty which 
hath been so sad and discontented all the weary time of 
your being away." *' You shall see them at home," 
answered Sancho, " andheark'e, wife, make yourself easy 
far the present; for an'it please God 'that we set out 
again in quest of adventures, you shall speedily behold 
yoar husband an earl, or governor of an island ; I don't 
mean your common islands, but one of the best that ever 
wa^ seen." '' The Lord in Heaven grant it, husband ! 
for I am sure we have need enough of such windfalls : 
bat tell me what is an island ; for truly I know not the 
meaning of the word." " Honey was not made for the 
mouth of an ass," said the squire : " you shall see what 
it is all in good time, my dear ; aye, and admire to hear 
all your vassals call you my lady." " What is that you 
81^, Sancho, of ladies, islands, and vassals?" cried «Joan 
Panza, for that was the name of the squire's wife, though 
she was not related to Sancho before marriage ; but it is 
the custom in La Mancha for the women to take the 
names of their husbands. '* Don't be in such a hurry to 
know every thing, Joan," replied the squire ; it is suffi- 
cient that I tell thee nothing but truth ; let this, there- 
fore, stop that mouth of thine. Mean time, however, I 
care not if I tell thee, that it is one of the most pleasant 
occupations in the world, for an honourable person like 
me to be squire to a knight-errant, when he is in quest 
m2 
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of adventures. True it is^ the greatest part of tbencL do 
not fall out quite so much to one's liking as one could 
wish ; for out of an hundred in which we are engaged, 
ninety-nine are generally cross and unfortunate. That I 
know by experience, having been sometimes threshed, 
and sometimes blanketed : but, howsomever, it is a curious 
pastime to be always in expectation of adventures, cross- 
ing huge mountains, searching woods, climbing rocksL 
visiting castles, lodging at inns, where we live at radc 
and manger, and the devil a farthing to pay.** 

While this conversation passed between Sancho and 
his wife, the housekeeper and niece received Don Quix- 
ote, whom they undressed and put to bed in his oid 
chamber, while he eyed them askance, without being 
able to comprehend where he was. The curate laid his 
injunctions on the niece to cherish her unde wi^ great 
tenderness, and charged them both to take especial care 
that he might not escape again, giving them an account 
of the trouble he had been at in bringing him back to 
his own house. Here they raised their voices again in 
concert, renewing their curses upon the books of chivalry, 
and beseeching Heaven to confound the authors of sudi 
madness and lies to the lowest pit of hell : in short, they 
were half distracted with the apprehension of losing him 
again, as soon as his health should be re-established ; and 
this was actually the case. 

But the author of this history, although he inquired 
with the utmost curiosity and diligence concerning the 
actions of Don Quixote in his third sally, could never 
find any satisfactory and authentic account of them : only 
fame hath preserved some memoirs in La Mancha, by 
which it appears that Don Quixote, when he set out the 
third time, went to Saragossa, where he was present at a 
most celebrated tournament, in which many things hap- 
pened to him worthy of his genius and valour : but with 
regard to his death and burial, he could obtain no in- 
formation ; and must have remained entirely ignorant of 
that event, had he not luckily met with an old physician, 
who had in his custody a leaden box, which he said he 
found under the foundation of an ancient hermitage that 
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was repairing. This box contained some skins of parch^ 
ment^ on which were written in Grothic characters and 
Castilian verse many of our knight's exploits, with a 
description of Dulcinea's beauty, Rozinante's figure, 
Sancho's fidelity^ and Don Quixote's own funeral, cele- 
brated by divers epitaphs and panegyrics on his life and 
morals. All that could be read and fairly copied are 
those which are here inserted by the faithful author of 
tliis new and surprising history, who, in recompense for 
the immense trouble he has undergone in his inquiries, 
and in examining the archives of La Mancha, that he 
might publish it with more certainty, desires the reader 
to i&vour him with the same credit which intelligent 
persons give to those books of chivalry that pass so 
currently in the world ; and herewith he will rest fully 
satisfied, and perhaps be animated to search after and 
find out other histories, if not as authentic, at least as full 
of invention and entertainment. 

The verses which were written in the first skin of the 
parchment found in the leaden box, were these :^- 

The academicians of Argamasilla, a town of La Mancha, 
on the life and death of the valiant Don Quixote de 
La Mancha, hoc scripserunt 

Monicongo, academician of Argamasilla, on the sepulture of Don 
Quixote. 

EPITAPH* 

The bully that La Mancha deck'd 

With spoils that shame the Cretan Jason, 
Whose judgment ripe, and wit uncheck'd, 

The trumpet of renown shall blazon; 
That arm, whose valour did extend 

To Gaeta, from remote Cathay, 
That Muse which did the welkin rend 

With verse which brazen plates display : 
Who Amadis left far behind, 

And deem'd Galaor a mere baby. 
Whose valour with such lustre shin'd, 

Asshew'd ev'n Belianis shabby; 
He that on Rozinante rode. 
Now mingles with jthis clay-cold clod ! 
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Paniguadoi academician of Argamasilla, in praise of Dukinea'dd Tolsoso. 

SONG. 
The maid you see with cheeks so blouzy. 
High-chested, vigorous, and frouzy, 
Dulcinea, fam'd Toboso's princess, 
Don Quixote's gen'rous flame evinces ; 
For her on foot he did explore 
The sable mountain o'er and o'er, 
Through many a weary field did halt, 
And all through Roziuante's fault. 
Hard fate ! that such a dame should die 
In spite of him and chivalry ; 
That he whose deeds ev'n stones proclaim, 
Should mourn a disappointed flame. 

Caprichoso, a most ingenious academician of Argamasilla, in praise of 
Rozinante, the renowned steed of Don Quixote de La Mancha. 
On a proud trunk of adamant, 

Whose bloody branches smell'd of war, 
La Mancha's frantic wight did plant 

His standard, glitt'ring from afar. 
There hung his arms ; there gleam'd his sword, 

That wont to level, hack, and hew. 
Yet shall the wond'ring Muse afford 

For new exploits, a stile that's new* 
Let Gaul of Amadis be proud, 

Greece boast the champions she hath bore : 
Don Quixote triumphs o'er the crowd 

Of all the warlike knights of yore. 
For neither Gaul nor Greece can vie 
With fam'd La Mancha's chivalry. 
Ev'n Rozinante wears the bay ; 
Let Brilladore and Bayard bray.* 

Burlador, an Argamasillan academician, on Sancho Panza. 
SONG. 
Here Sancho view, of body small. 

But great in worth, in action clear, 
The best and simplest squire of all 

The world e'er saw, I vow and swear. 
An earl he surely mi^ht have been. 

Had not this knavish age of brass, 
With insolence and envious spleen 

Conspir'd against him and nis ass. 
That ass ! on which he gently trotted 

At gentle Rozinante's tail : 
Vain man ! with flatt'ring hope besotted. 

How in a dream thy prospects ful I 

* The horse of Orlando Furioso was called Brigliadoro; as Bayardo 
was the name of the steed belonging to Ruggiero, the second, if not the 
first hero in Ariosto's incomparable poem. 
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y Caefautiablo, acitdemician of ArgamasilUi on the sepulchre of Don 
Quixote. 

EPITAPH. 
On Rozinante*s back 

The knight that whilpme travell'd, 
Thro' highway, path, and track. 

Is here bemir'd and gravell'd : 
And eke as stiff as he, 

The block of Sancho Panza, 
A trusty squire perdie ! 

As ever mortal man saw. 

Tiquitoc, academician of Argamasilla, on the sepulchre of Dulcinea del 
Toboso. 

Here lies Dulcinea, once so plump, 

But now her fat all melts away ; 
For death, with an inhuman thump, 

Has turn'd her into dust and clay. 
Of a true breed she surely sprung. 

And wanted not external grace ; 
Don Quixote's heart with love she stung, 

And shone the glory of her race. 

These were all the verses which could be read ; the 
rest, being worm-eaten, were delivered to an academi- 
cian, that he might attempt to unravel their meaning by 
conjecture. This task, we understand, he has performed 
with infinite pains and study, intending to publish them 
to the world, in expectation of the third sally of Don 
Quixote. 

*' Forse aUri canterd con miglior plettro*' 



PART II.— BOOK 11. 
CHAPTER I. 

WHAT FASSBD BETWEEN THE CURATE, THE BARBER, 
AND DON QUIXOTE, CONCERNING HIS INDISPOSITION. 

CiD Hamet Benenoeli, in the second part of this 
history, containing the third sally of Don Quixote, re- 
lates, that the curate and barber forbore to visit him for 
a whole month, that they might not revive and recall to 
his imagination the remembrance of things past; but 
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during all that time they frequently went to see ^tlie 
housekeeper and niece^ on whom they laid strong in** 
junctions to cherish the knight with great care and ten- 
derness^ and treat him with such comfortable food as 
should be most agreeable to iiis stomach and brain^ in 
which they reasonably supposed that his whole disorder 
lay. The ladies assured them it was their chief stady> 
which they would prosecute with all imaginable care 
and satisfaction ; for they began to perceive that their 
master at certain intervals gave tokens of being in his 
right wits. This information afforded great pleasure to the 
two friends, who now concluded they had acted wisely 
in bringing him home in the Enchanted waggon, as 
hath been recounted in tlie preceding chapter of this 
sublime and punctual history ; and determined to pay 
him a visit, that they might be convinced of his amende 
ment, which they deemed almost impossible ; though 
they agreed to avoid with great care the subject of chi- 
valry, that they might run no risk of ripping up the 
wound so lately closed. 

In short, they entered his chamber, and found liim 
sitting upon his bed, in a waistcoat of green baize, and a 
red Toledan night-cap, so meagre, shrunk, and withered, 
that he looked like an Egyptian mummy : he received 
them very courteously, and when they inquired into the 
state of lus health, spoke of his indisposition and himself 
with great judgment and elocution. Their conversation 
happening to turn on what is called reasons of state, and 
modes of administration, they amended certain abuses^ 
and condemned others, reforming one custom, and ba* 
nishing another ; as if each of the three had been a new 
legislator, a modern Lycurgus, or regenerated Solon ; 
and in such a manner did they furbish up the commons- 
wealthy that one would have imagined they had com- 
mitted it to a forge, and brought out another quite dif- 
ferent from that which they put in. Don Quixote spoke 
on every subject that was handled, with such discretion, 
as actually convinced the two examiners that he was 
^[uite sound, and had recovered the right exercise of his 
judgment; while the niece and houseke^er, who 
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present all the time^ thought they could never be thank* 
fill enough to Grod^ when they heard their master talk so 
sensibly. But the curate, altering his first resolution, 
which was to avoid the subject of chivalry, now deter* 
mined to make an experiment, by which he should be 
thorougMy satisfied whether the knight's cure was real 
or^ imaginary ; with this view, he from one thing to 
another came to mention some news from court, and 
among other pieces of intelligence, said, he was certainly 
informed that the Turk had taken the sea, with a power* 
fill armament, though his design was not known, nor 
could it be guessed where the expected storm would 
burst : but that these preparations, which keep us almost 
constantly in arms, had alarmed all Christendom ; and 
that his majesty had ordered the coasts of Naples and 
Sicily, with the island of Malta, to be provided against 
all attempts. . To this intimation, Don Quixote replied, 
" His majesty has acted like a most prudent warrior, in 
providing for the safety of his dominions, that the enemy 
may not find them unprepared ; but, if he would take 
my advice, I would furnish him with an expedient which 
I believe our sovereign at present little thinks of." 

The curate no sooner heard these words, than he said 
within himself, " Lord have mercy upon thee, poor Don 
Quixote ! if I am not mistaken, thou art just going to 
cast thyself headlong from the highest pinnacle of mad« 
ness, into the profound abyss of thy folly." But the 
barber, who immediately adopted the same suspicion, 
asked the knight what that expedient was, which he 
thought should be put in practice by way of prevention; 
observing, that it was perhaps such a scheme as deserved 
to be inserted in the list of those impertinent advices 
usually offered to crowned heads. " Mine, Mr. Shaver," 
said Don Quixote, '' will be pertinent, not impertinent.*" 
" I don't say otherwise," l-eplied the barber ; " I only 
made that observation, because experience hath shown, 
that all, or the greatest part of those projects which have 
been offered to his majesty, are either impossible, extra- 
vagant, or prejudicial to the state." *' My scheme," an- 
swered lihe knight^ " is neither impossible, nor extrava* 
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gant ; but^ on the contrary^ the most easy^ just^ hn$(, 
and expeditious that ever projector conceived." " JVt^ 
thinks your worship is very slow in delivering it^ Signer 
Don Quixote^" said the priest. *' I should not chuse/' 
answered the knight^ " to have what I say here carried 
by to-morrow morning to the ears of the lords of the 
council ; by which means another may reap the credit 
and reward of my labour." " For my own part/' cried 
the barber, '' I here give my word before God, never ^ 
disclose what your worship shall impart, either to king 
or knave, or any mortal man : an oath which I learned 
in the romance of the curate, who ,in the preface giyes 
the king notice of the robber that stole his hundred 
ducats and ambling mule." ^^ I am not acquainted with 
the story, ' said Don Quixote, '^ but the oath is a good 
oath, because I am convinced that Mr. Nicholas is an 
honest man." " Be that as it will," replied the curate, 
'^ I will be bound for him, and undertake, that with re- 
gard to this affair, he shall speak no more than if he was 
actually dumb, on pain of whatever penalty you dMl 
think proper to inflict." ^' And who will be eecark^ 
for you, Mr. Curate ?" said the knight. '* My pro£&s- 
sion,'' answered the priest, ^' by which I am bound to 
keep secrets." ** Body of me !" cried Don Quixote^ 
*' his majesty has nothing to do, but to issue a prodama- 
tion, commanding all the knights-errant in Spain to as- 
semble at his court by such a day ; and although not 
more than half-a-dozen should come, among these one 
may be found, who is alone sufficient to overthrow the 
whole Turkish power. Pray, gentlemen, give attention, 
and take me along with you : is it such a new thing, for 
a single knight to cut in pieces a whole army of two 
hundred thousand men, as if they had but one commdn 
throat, or were made of ginger-bread ? How many his- 
tories are there, think you, filled with such marvellous 
exploits ? Unfortunate it is for me, (I will not say for 
' any other) that the renowned Don Belianis is not now 
alive, or some knight of the innumerable race of Ama£s 
de Gaul ; for if any one of them was now living to con- 
front the Turks, in good sooth I should not choose to 
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Ikrm their conquests ; but God will provide for his own 
people^ and produce some champion, who^ if not equal 
in value to former knights-errant, at least will be inferior 
to none of them in point of courage.*— -Heaven knows 
my meaning — I wUl say no more/' '* Lack-a^dav !" 
cried the niece, when she heard this insinuation, ^^ ril be 
hanged if my uncle is not resolved to turn knight-errant 
again." " A knight-errant," replied Don Quixote, " I 
will live and die ; and the Turks may make their de« 
^c^ents or ascents when they will, with all the power they 
jare masters of; I say again. Heaven knows my mean- 
ing." Here the barber interposing, "Gentlemen," 

said he, ** 1 beg you will give me leave to tell a short 
story i]i what once happened at Seville ; it comes so pat 
to the purpose, that I have a strong inclination to relate 
it." Don Quixote and the curate granted his request, 
and the rest yielded him attention, when he began in 
these words : — 

*' There was in a mad-house at Seville, a certain lu« 
natic> whom his relations had sent thither on account of 
the defect in his judgment : he had taken his degrees in 
the canon law, at Ossuna ; and many were of opinion, 
that if he had acquired thepi at Salamanca, he would 
not have been a bit the wiser : this graduate having been 
confined some years, took it in his head that he was quite 
well, and restored to his right wits ; and in this imagi- 
nation wrote to the archbishop, earnestly inti'eating him, 
with many sensible arguments, to give order that he 
' should be extricated from the misery in which he lived ; 

* Ridiculous zH this scheme may seem to be, such an expedient hat 
^etually succeeded in practice. During the captivity of John, King of 
France, his dominions were ravaged by above one hundred thousand 
peasants, who, under the name of Jacquiners, assembled in arms to exter- 
minate the noblesse; and, among the horrid outrages, murdered every 
' gentleman that fell in their way. i*he Duchess of Normandy and Orleans, 
together with three hundred ladies of rank, retired for protection to 
Meaux, where they were surrounded, and would have actually perished 
by the swords of these banditti, had they not been rescued by th6 Count 
de Foix, and the captal of Bucli ; who, hearing of their distress, hastened 
to their relief with no more than sixty knighis; and, without hesitation, 
attacked that furious multitude with such bravery and vigour, that they 
were soon routed and dispersed. 
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since, through the mercy of God/ he had recovered his 
lost judgment^ though his relations kept him still in con- 
finement^ that thay might enjoy his estate, and in de-^ 
spite of truth, were resolved that he should be mad to 
the day of his death. The archbishop, persuaded by the 
many sensible and pathetic letters he received, ordered 
one of his chaplains to go to the rector of the mad-house, 
and inquire into the truth of what the licentiate alleged, 
and even to talk with himself, that if he should find him 
quite recovered, he might bring him away, and set him 
at liberty. The chaplain obeyed the command of his 
grace, and the rector assured him that the man was still 
mad ; for although he would very often talk like a pe)*» 
son of excellent understanding, at the long run he com*- 
monly broke out into folly and nonsense, as absurd as 
the first part of his discourse was rational and discreet: 
however, he himself might make the experiment, by con« 
versing with the licentiate. The chaplain accoroingly 
went to his apartment, and talked with him a whole 
hour and more, during which time the lunatic did not 
utter one vague or incoherent sentence ; but, on the con- 
trary, spoke so judiciously, that the diaplain could not 
help believing him quite sound of intellect : among other 
things, he told him the rector was his enemy, and pro- 
nounced him still distracted, though with lucid intervals, 
that he might not lose the presents which he received 
from his relations ; so that the greatest cause of his mis- 
fortune was no other than his own affluent estate, which 
to enjoy, his adversaries craftily pretended to doubt of 
the mercy which the Lord had vouchsafed him, in re- 
converting him from a beast into a man : in short, he 
talked so effectuaUy as to render the rector suspected, 
to prove his relations covetous and unnatural, and him- 
self so discreet, that the chaplain determined to carry 
him forthwith to the archbishop, that his grace might be 
personally satisfied of the truth. With this laudable in- 
tention, he desired the rector to order the licentiate to 
be dressed with the clothes in which he entered the 
house: the rector again advised him to consider what he 
was about ; for the licentiate was, without all question, 
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Still distracted. But these cautions and counsels bad no 
effect in dissuading the chaplain from carrying him off, 
and the rector seeing the archbishop's order^ was obliged 
to obey ; so that the licentiate received his own clothes, 
which were decent and new. Seeing himself thus di- 
vested of the badge of his disorder, and habited like a 
person of sound intellects, he besought the chaplain that 
he would be so charitable as to allow him. to go and take 
leave of his companions in affliction : the other granted 
his request, and said he would accompany him, in order 
to see the patients; upon which they went up-staurs, 
followed by several persons who chanced to be then 
present. The licentiate, going to the gate of a cell, in 
which there was a furious madman, though at that time 
he was calm and quiet, said to him, ^ Brother, have you 
any commands for me ? I am going to my own house ; 
for God of his infinite goodness and mercy, without any 
desert of mine, hath been pleased to restore unto me the" 
use of my reason, and I am now perfecdy recovered ; so 
that there is nothing impossible to the power of the Al- 
mighty: put, therefore, your hope and trust in him, 
who, as he hath restored me to my former state, will 
grant the same indulgence to you, if you confide in his 
protection. — I will take care to send you some cordial 
food, and be sure at all events to eat it ; for you must 
know, I conclude from experience, that all our disorder 
proceeds from an empty stomach, and the brain's being 
filled with wind. Take heart, brother, take heart ; for 
despondence under misfortune consumes the constitu- 
tion, and hastens the stroke of death.' This discourse 
being overheard by another lunatic, who was confined 
in a cell opposite to that of the furious patient, he started 
up stark naked from an old mat on which he lay, and 
roared aloud, ' Who is that going away so sober and so 
sound ? ' The licentiate replied, ' Tis I, brother, who 
am going home, being under no necessity of tarrying 
longer in this place : thanks be to Heaven for the signal 
favour I have received!' 'Take care what you say, 
Mr. Licentiate, and let not the devil deceive you,' 
answered the madman : ' halt a little, stay where you 
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axe, and spare yourself the trouble of being brought 
back/ I know that I am perfectly recovered/ said the 
licentiate^ ' and shall have no further occasion to visit 
the Stations.** * You recovered!' cried the other! 
' good ! we shall see — adieu — but I swear by Jupiter^ 
whose majesty I represent on earthy that^ £or the trans- 
gression this day committed in Seville^ by dischargii^ 
you from the house as a person of sound judgment, I 
will take such vengeance as shall be a monument of 
wrath for ever and ever^ amen. Dost thou not know, 
pitiful licentiate^ that all this is in my power, being, as 
I have already observed, Jove the thunderer, who -wields 
the flaming bolts^ with which I use to threaten^ and can 
destroy the universe ? But with one devil only wiH I 
chastize this ignorant people : I will not suffer one drop^ 
of rain to fall upon the dty^ nor its confines^ nor indeed 
in any part of this district^ for the space of three whole 
*years, reckoning from the day and minute in which thiy 
dreadful menace is made. Thou free ! thou sound ! thou 
recovered ! and I mad ! I distracted and confined! I will 
sooner hang myself than rain one spooiif uL' The bye 
standers were very attentive to the vociferous exclama* 
tions of this madara^ when our licentiate turning to the 
chaplain^ and taking him by the hand^ said^ ' Dear sir, 
give yourself no uneasiness or concern about what he 
says; for if he, who is Jupiter, withholds refreshing 
showers from the earth, I who am Neptune, the father 
and god of waters, will rain as often as I please, should 
there be occasion for it, in consequence of the privilege 
I possess.' To this promise the chaplain replied, ' Ne- 
vertheless, Signor Neptune, it will not be politic to in- 
cense Signor Jupiter ; therefore your worship will be so 
good as to stay where you are, till some other day, when 
we may have more leisure and convenience to remove 
you.' The rector and the rest of the company could not 
help laughing, the chaplain was out of countenance, the 
licentiate was stripped and sent back to his cell — and so 
ends my story." 

• A certain number of churches through which they made circuits, 
uttering an appointed prayer at each. 



dbyGoOgk 



DON QUIXOTE. 175 

^^^ And this is the story, Mr. Barber," said Don Quix- 
ote, /^ which <»me so pat to the purpose, that you could 
not help relating it ? Ah ! Mr. Shaver, Mr. Shaver, he 
must be blind indeed, that cannot see through the bottom 
of a seive : is it possible your worship does not know 
that comparisons in point of genius, virtue, beauty, and 
descent, are always odious and ill received? I, Mr. 
Barber, am not Neptune, god of waters ; neither do I set 
up for being thought a wise man, knowing that I am not 
so : the sole end of my labours is to convince the world 
of its error, in not seeking to renew those most happy 
times when the order of knight-errantry exerted itself 
in full perfection, but this depraved age of ours is un- 
worthy of tasting that felicity which was enjoyed by 
those ages when knights-errant undertook the charge, 
and burdened their shoulders with the defence of king- 
doms, the protection of damsels, the relief of wards and 
orphans, the chastizement of the proud, and the pro- 
motion of the humble. The greatest part of your modem 
knights rustle in damasks, brocades, and other rich and 
splendid attire^ instead of rattling in coats of mail : no 
knight now sleeps in the open field, exposed to the incle- 
mency of the weather, armed at all points cap-a-pee : 
no warrior, in this degenerate age, sits on horseback, and, 
without disengaging his feet from the stirrups, but lean- 
ing upon his lance, endeavours to take as it were a snatch 
of sleep, after the example of former knights-errant: no 
champion, now-a-days, coming out of some dreary wood, 
immediately enters another rocky wilderness, through 
w^ch he reaches the barren and deserted coast of the 
rough and stormy sea, where, finding in some creek a 
crazy boat without oars, sails, masts, or tackle, he intre- 
pidly throws himself into it, and launches out upon the 
implacable billows that whirl him aloft to heaven, and 
then sink him to the profound abyss, while his unshaken 
soul defies the storm : then, when he dreams of no such 
matter, he finds himself three thousand leagues and more 
from the place where he embarked, and leaping ashore 
on some remote and unknown country, achieves adven- 
tures worthy to be written, not on parchment, but on 
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brass: but now sloth triumphs over activity^ idleness 
over toil, vice over virtue, arrogance over valour, and die 
theory over the practice of arms, which obtained and 
shone resplendent in those golden ages that prodoced 
knights-errant. Pray, tell me, who could be more ho- 
nourable and valiant than the famous Amadis de G&ui ? 
who more discreet than Palmerin of England ? who more 
insinuating and pliant than Tirante the White? who 
more gallant than Lisuarte of Greece ? who more hacked 
and hacking than Don Belianis ? who more intrepid than 
Perion of Gaul ? or, who more daring than Felixmarte 
of Hyrcania ? who more sincere than Esplandian ? who 
more desperate than Cirongilio of Thrace ? who more 
brave than Rodamont? who more prudent than King 
Sobrino ? who more bold than Reynaldo ? who more in- 
vincible than Roldan ? and who more gallant and cour- 
teous than Rugero ? from whom, (according to Turpin, 
in his Cosmographia) the present dukes of Ferrara are 
descended. All these, and many more which I could 
name, Mr. Curate, were knights-errant, and the very 
light and glory of chivalry : these, or such as these, are 
the champions proposed by my scheme, which, should it 
take place, would effectually serve his majesty's purpose, 
spare an infinite expense, and the Turk would even tear 
his own beard in despair: in that case I would tarry 
where I am, since the chaplain would not think fit to 
enlarge me ; and if Jupiter, as the barber said, would not 
rain, here am I ready to frustrate his intent t this I men- 
tion, that Mr. Basin there may know I understand his 
meaning," '* Verily, Signor Don Quixote," said Mr. 
Nicholas, '^ I meant no harm, so help me God ! my in- 
tention was good, and therefore your worship ought not 
to be displeased." Whether I am displeased or not,'* re- 
plied the knight, " I myself know best.'* 

Here the curate interposing, said, *' Though I have 
hitherto scarce opened my mouth, I cannot be easy under 
a scruple which tears and knaws my conscience, and 
which arose from what Signor Don Quixote hath just 
now asserted." In greater matters Mr. Curate may com- 
mand me," answered the knight : " out with your scru- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DON QUIXOTE. Ji77 

pie, then ; for scruples of conscience are very uncom- 
fortable companions." " With your good permission," 
replied the. priest, '' this it is: I can by no means per- 
suade myself that the whole tribe of knights-errant, whom 
your worship have named, were really and truly earjthly 
persons of flesh and blood: on the contrary, 1 imagine 
all these things are fictions, fables, and lying dreams, re- 
counted by men who are awake, or rather by those who 
are half asleep." " That,'' said. Don Quixote, " is ano* 
ther error incident to many people, who do not believe 
that any such knights ever existed ; and I have, on divers 
and sundry occasions, endeavoured to dissipate that 
almost general mistake by the light of truth : sometimes, 
indeed, I have not succeeded in my attempts ; however, 
I have frequently gamed my point, by supporting it on 
the shoulders of demonstration : and truly the case is so 
clear, that I could almost affirm I have with^ my own 
eyes beheld Amadis de Graul, who was a tall man, of a 
fair complexion, well furnished with a black beard, his 
aspect something between mild and severe, concise of 
speech, slow to anger, and soon appeased- In the same 
manner, methinks^ I could delineate and paint all the 
knights-errant that ever were recorded in history ; for, 
according to the ideas formed by reading these histories, 
and by comparing their exploits and dispositions, sound 
philosophy may^scover their lineaments, statures, and 
complexion.'' " Signor Don Quixote,'* said the barber^ 
^^ how large dare -you think the giant Morgante must 
Jiave been?" ^' As to the affair of giants/' answered the 
knight, '^ there are different opinions : some affirming, 
and others denying the existence of any such beings : • 
.but the Holy Scripture, which surely cannot fail one 
atom in truth, put that affair beyond all dispute in relat- 
ing the story of that Philistine Goliath, who was seven 
cubits and a half in height ; a most amazing stature 1 
Besides, in the island of Sicily, several thigh and 
shoulder bones have been dug up, so large as to manifest 
that the person to whom they belonged must have been 
huge giants, as tall as high towers ; and this can be 
proved by mathematical demonstration : but nevertheless 
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I will not pretend to ascertain the she oi Matgante: 
though I believe he was not very tall^ because I find in 
the Itistory which gives a particular aecounir of his ax^ 
ploits^ that he often slept under a roof: now^ if theM 
was ffiiy house capacious enough to' reccsve him, hit 
magnitude could not be very eirti'aordinary^" ''Noj 
surely/' said the curate; who, being diverted wMt* his 
extravagant asserticms, asked his opinions Goncerning the 
looks and person of Reynaldo d« Mbntalban, Don Or^^ 
lando, and the rest of tihe twelve peers of France, ^o 
were all knights-emmti '' Widi regard to Reyniddtik,'' 
mswered Don Quixote, ** I will venttire to say, he wss 
broad-visi^ed, of a ruddy complexion^ with lai^ roHing 
eyes, full of punctilio, excessively cholerte, and a fHena 
to robbersf and vagabonds^ As for- Roldlm, or Rotohmdo^ 
or Orlando, for he is mentioned in* histcKpy bv* aU^thiefle 
manes, it is* my opinion, and I affirm^ that he wa» A 
middling stature^ broad-shouldered, somewhat bandy-i 
legged, of a dark complexion and carroty beard^ hadry 
all over, with a frowning aspect; sparing of spcedi^ 
though very ailkble and weil-bredi'* " If Rbldan wis 
not more comely than yon have represented him^ re* 
plied the curate, '' I do not' wonder that Ange^oa the 
Fair disdained tsnd deserted him for the gftUantrf, mirthj 
and pleasantry, of the litde smock-faced Moor, to whose 
embraces- she yielded; and, sorely, she was in the right 
to prefer the smoothness of Medoro to the roughness of 
Rbldan." "That same Angelica, Mr. Curate,'* said the 
knight, " was an unsettled rambling young woman, that 
longed after novelties, and left the world as full of hef 
impertinent actions as aC the fame of her' beauty. She 
undervalued a thousand noblemen, a thousand valiant 
and discreet admirers, and contented herself with a yel<* 
. low-hairect page, who had neither fortune nor repiita^ 
tion, but that of bemg grateful to his friend. There* 
nowned Ariosto, who sung the praises of her bellllt3^ 
either not daring or not designing to rehearse what 
happened to her after her b^ intrigue, because h^ 
deemed it atheme not extrem^y botiovirable for hi^mase, 
^dropped her at these lines : 
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\4iiot1ier' bard may sing in loftier Idy, 
How he obtain'd the sceptre of Cathay. 

Aifd truly this i*as a sort of prophecfy, for the poets atie 
Ail^ csOl^d vtltes, i^iiih in the Latin sigilifies diviners^ 
and it "^as jHiiiniy verified in thfe event; an Aridalusiati 
liai^ having afince that tittife siwg iti verse her tears sttid 
ktthentation/ as the moat famous and suhlim^ geniiis of 
Castile hath celebrated her beauty." 

" Pray tdl liie, Signdr Don Quixote/' fraid the barber, 
" altiotig all those authors who have written in het 
praise, hath' ndt some brie or other composed a satire 
^aanst my lady Angelica ?" '^ I flrWly bfelieve/' replied 
tne knight, '^that if Sacripante or Roldan had been batds, 
they would hatte mkde the damsel smart severely, it 
Ik^g niittir^l aiid peculiar to pOets, -^ho are disdained 
arid rejected by their false mistresses, whether real or 
imaginary, to revenge themselves by satires and lairi- 
pooifis; a refsentmelit altogether unworthy of generous 
htea^s; hui hitherto 1 have not met with any such de- 
flnnatory ve'rfeeis a^inst the lady Angelica, thou[^ she 
inttAe strange confusion in th^ wo^rld" '*.That id a 
Woiider, indeed," said the curate ; whieti hearing the 
hotrs^lreeper aiid niecfe^, who had sotftie time before quitted 
the company, baling aloud in the yatd, they ran out to 
8^' what wad the occasion of such noise. 



CHAPTER IL 

OF THE MKMOBABI/E QUABltBIi BETWEEN SANCHO FANZA, 

ANp ix)^ Quixote's niece and Housekeeper ; with 

OTHER FJLEASANT PASSAGES. 

THft history relates, that the noise which Don Quixote, . 
the curate, and barber, hea^d, was occasioned by the 
iiieG4S «nd housekeeper scolding at Sancho, who struggled 
to get in and see his master, while they defended the 
do6ir. "What does th6 swag-bellied Itircher want in 
M» b6tf«e?" said the housekeeper: "get you home, 
brother : it wa^ yoti, and none but you, that turned my 
poofr m-adter's brain, enticing hiin from his own home to 
strdl about the highways," To this apostrophe, Saneho ^ 
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replied^ " Houskeeper of Satan ! 'tis my brain thalfs 
turned ; 'twas I that was enticed to stroll about the 
highways^ and not my master; for he carried me B 
rambling ; so that you have reckoned without your 
host. 'Twas he that wheedled me from my own house, 
with the promise of an island, which I expect to this 
good hour." '^ Devil choke thee with islands^ thou 
cursed cormorant !" cried the niece ; " and pray what is 
an island? Is* it any thing to eat, thou gorbellied 
ffluton, ha ?" " No, not to eat, but to govern," answered 
oancho, '' and a fat government it is. Better than four 
cities, or the places of any four of the king's alcades." 
'^ Be that as it will," said the housekeeper, ^^ thou shan^t 
set thy foot in this house, thoju bag of mischief and 
bundle of malice ! go and look after thy own family, 
fatten thy hogs, and let us hear no more of these islands 
or oiUlands." 

The curate and barber were highly entertained with 
this dialogue ; but Don Quixote, fearing that Sacncho 
would open his budget, and disburthen himself of some 
mischievous load of folly, by blabbing things not much 
to his credit, called him in, bidding the women hold their 
tongues, and give him entruice. Sancho being accord-> 
ingly admitted, the curate and barber took their leave of 
Don Quixote, whose recovery they despaired of, seeing 
him so unalterably fixed in his folly, and so wholly pos- 
sessed with the frantic spirit of knight-errantry. " You 
shall see, neighbour,*' said the curate to the barber, 
''that when we least think of it, this poor gentleman will 
make another sally." '* That I make no doubt of," 
answered the barber, ^^ but I don't wonder so much at 
the madness of the knight as at the simplicity of the 
squire, who believes so devoutly -in this island, that I 
think all the invention of man could not extract it from 
his skulL" ''God mend them!" replied the curate; 
'* mean while, let us keep a strict eye over their be- 
haviour, and observe the operation of their joint ex- 
travagance ; for the madness of the master seems to have 
been cast in the same mould with the foolishness of the 
Bfian, and in my opinion, the one without the other would^ 
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not be vorth a farthing." " True," said the barber, 
*' and I should be glad to know what they are now 
talking of." " I dare say," replied the curate, " the 
niece and housekeeper will give us a good account of 
their conversation ; for they are none of those who can 
resist the opportunity of listening." 

In the mean time, Don Quixote having shut himself 
up in his apartment with Sancho, said, " It gives me 
much concern, Sancho, to hear thee say, as thou dost, 
that I enticed thee from thy cottage, when thou knowest 
that I, at the same time, quitted my own house : together 
we set out, lived, and travelled together; sharing the 
same fortune and the same fate. If thou hast been once 
tossed in a blanket, I have been bruised an hundred times 
and this is the only pre-eminence I enjoyed." " And 
that's but reasonable," replied Sancho, '' according to 
your worship's own remark, that misfortune belongs 
more to knights-errant than to their squires.'' '^ There 
you are mistaken, Sancho," said Don Quixote ; " for the. 
Latin adage says, ^ Quando caput dolet\ &c." " Nay,*' 
quoth -Sancho, *^ I understand no lingo but my motner 
tongue." " The meaning," said the master, " is, ' When 
the head aches, all the members are affected.' I, there- 
forei as thy lord and master, am thy head, and thou, as 
my selrvanti art a part of me ; so that whatever mischief 
has happened, or may happen to me, ought to extend to 
fliee likewise, in the same manner as I bear a share in all 
thy sufferings." " So it ought to be," said Sancho ; 
^< but when I, as a member, was tossed in a blanket, my 
head sat peaceably on the other side of the wall, and be** 
held me vaulting in the air, without feeling the least 
uneasiness ; and since the members are obliged to ache 
with the head, I think it is but just that the head should 
ache with the members." '^ How canst thou affirm, 
Sancho,'^ replied Don Quixote, " that I felt no pairi 
while thou was tossed in the blanket } Say, or think so 
no more ; for I was at that time more afflicted in mind 
than thou in body. 

. ." But let us waive this subject for the present; and 
time wiU^ no doubt, offer an opportuni^ of considering 
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it more maturdy^ and of setting every thing to cigfats? 
and tell me, friend Sancho^ how am I spoken of in th» 
place? what say the vulgar? what cbaitacter do i bear 
among the gentry? and bow am I treated by &e kmghte? 
what is their opinion of my valour, exploits, and coar- 
teous behaviour ? and how do they relish ^ design 1 
have undertaken of raising and restoring to Ae .world 
the long-forgotten order of knight-errantry ? In athort, 
Sancho^ I desire that you will inform me of every thing 
thou hast heard on this subject, without adding to the 
good, or aubstracting from the evil; it being the duty of 
faithful servants to represent the truth to their masters 
in its own native form, neither exaggerated by adulation^ 
nor diminished by any other vain respect ; and Jet me 
tell thee^ Sancho, if the naked trujdi was always conveyed 
to the ears of princes^ undisguised by flattery^ we should 
s)ee better days, and other aeras would deserve the nasa$ 
of the iron age more than the present^ whicih woinld be 
justly looked upon as the age of gold. lUanember this 
advice, Sancho, and inform me with honesty and discre^ 
lion for all that thou knowest in regard to what i. have 
asked." " That I wiU with all my heart, m,'- anawored 
Sancho, " on condition that your worship won't be 
offended with the truth, since you desire to see it in ks 
nakedness, just as it came to my knowledge/' .'^ I shafl 
not be offended in the least," replied Don Quixote: 
" speak therefore freely, without gomg about the hush." 
** Well, then,"^ said the squire, '' in the first ^dac!e> yod 
mu»t know that the common people tlnnk your wotir^ip 
a stark staring madman, and me a moat notorious fool: 
the better sort say, that, scorning the rank of a {Hrivate 
gentleman^ you have put Don before your namte> and 
dubbed yourself knight, with a small garden^ a lew 
acres of land, and a doublet clouted on both sidies. The 
knights forsooth are affi'onted that your small gentry 
should pretend to vie with them> especially those needy 
squires who sole their own sho^ and darn tiieir black 
hose with green silk." " That observation," said Dm) 
Quixote^ "cannot aflfecfe me; for I always wear good 
clothes^ and never apqaear patched. My doubtet may. 
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indeect be tarn ; but then it k by my armour^ not by 
^ime." '^ Touching the valour^ courtesy^ adventures^ and 
4a^g» o£ .your worship/' said Sancho, " there are differ** 
^njt opinions. Some :8ay he is mad, but a diverting mad- 
fxmxxi others allow that he is valiAnt, but unlucky; a 
^ird tset observe that he i« courteous, but impertinent ; 
4paid in this maimer we are haia^lled so severely, that nei- 
liiar your worship nor I have a whole bone left.'* *' You 
jB€te Sancho/' said Don Quixote^ ^^ that whenever virtue 
ebines in an eminent d^^pree, she always meets with per- 
«(eotttion. Fenv or yiooe of l^e oelebrated h^oes of Anti- 
quity could eac^e the calumnies of malice: Julius Caesar, 
«. rinost daring, wise, and valiant gen«*al, was accused of 
being ambitious^ and not over-eleanly in his ^sustcwns or 
a}^parel ; Alexwder, who by his acliievem^its acquired 
ihe name of <^eat, was -said to be a drunkard : and Her* 
^ Ouies, renowned for bis labours, xeported to have been 
lewd and efieminate : J^m Oalaor, brother of Amadis de 
G«k«il> was gruanbled «t for being exicessiveiLy quarr^ 
9cme ; and Amadis hi^iself ridiculed as an arrant whiner. 
Tbe^ore, son iSandio, among so many asperuons thrown 
^pcm such great men* I niay well overlo^ what is said 
against me, since it is no worse than what thou hast re- 
peated." " That's the very thing, body of my father !" 
replied Sancho. '* What, is there any thing more ?'' 
said his master. ^' Mca*e !" cried iJte squire, ^' the tail is 
yet unffead. What you have heard is but cakes and 
gingerbread ; but if yonr worship would know all the 
bacxbitings we suffer, I will this moment bring Wther 
one, who can inform you of every circumstance, without 
losing A crumb ; for last night the son of Bardioiemew 
Garracco arrived from Salamanca, where he has been at 
his studies, and got a bachdor'a degree : and when I 
went to ■■ weleome him home, he t<^ me there was a 
printed book of your worship's history, in which yon 
ffo by the name of ^ the ingenious squire Don Quixote 
le La Maneha / and that I am mentioned in it by ray own 
name of Sancho Panza, as well as my lady Duldnea del 
Tofaoso, with other things that passed between you and 
me only % at hearing of which I crossed mvself through 
fSntr, wondering how they should come to the knowledr- 
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of the historian." '^ You may depend upon it, Sancho,^ 
said Don Quixote, *' the author of our history must be 
soigne sage enchanter ; for nothing is hid froib writers of 
that class." " How can he be a sage enchanter ?" said 
Sahcho, ^* when bachelor Sampson Carrasco (for that's 
the name of him who told me) says the author of our 
history is called Cid Hamet Beati-and-jelly ?" « That 
name is moorish/' replied Don Quixote. " Very lik«/' 
said the squire ; '^ for I have often heard, that the Moors 
are very fond of beans and jellies." " Thou must cer- 
tainly be mistaken, Sancho/' said Don Quixote, ''in 
the surname of that Cid, which, in Arabic, signifies 
Signor." '' Very possible,*' answered the squire ; *' but 
if your worship desires to see the bachelor, I will bring 
him hither in a twinkling.'* *^ Thou wilt oblige me very 
much, my friend," said Don Quixote ; *' for what thou 
hast told me has bred such doubts and such suspense 
within me, that I cannot eat a morsel with any satisfac- 
tion, until I am informed of the whole affair." *' Theri 
I'll go seek him,' replied Sancho ; who, leaving his 
miaster, went in quest of the bachelor, with whom he 
returned in a little time, and a most pleasant dialogue 
ensued. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE PLEASANT DISCUSSION BETWEEN DON QUIXOTE, 
SANCHO PANZA, AND THE BACHELOB SAMPSON CAR- 
RASCO. 

Don Quixote remained extremely pensive, in expecta* 
tion of the bachelor Sampson Carrasco, from whom he 
hoped to hear news of himself in print, according to 
Sancho's information ; though he could hardly persuade 
himself that there could be such, a history extant ; the 
blood of his enemies whom be had slain being scarce as 
yet dry from the blade of his sword ; and yet they would 
have his high achievements alreadv recorded in Diinted 
books* He taerefore maginecc nat some sage, either 
friend or foe, had cast them off by the power of en- 
chantment : if a friend, in order to aggrandize and extol 
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them above the most distinguished exploits of knight^ 
errantry ; if an enemy^ to annihilate and depress them 
beneath the meanest actions that ever were recorded oc 
any squire. '^ Although/' said he within himself^ " the 
deeds of squires are never committed to writing ; and if 
my history actually exists, seeing it treats of a knight« 
errant, it must of necessity be ]pompous, sublime, sur- 
prising, magnificent, and true." This reflection consoled 
him a little ; but he became uneasy again, when he re- 
collected that his author was a moor, as appeared by the 
name of Cid, and that no truth was to be expected from 
that people, who are all false, deceitful, and chimerical^ 
He was afraid that his amours were treated with some 
indecency, that might impair and prejudice the honour 
of his lady Dulcinea del Toboso, wishing fot nothing 
more than a true representation of his fidelity, and the 
decorum he always preserved, in refusing queens, em« 
peresses, and damsels of all ranks, thus keeping the 
impulse of his passions under the rein. Tossed, there- 
fore, and fluctuating on these and many other fancies, he 
was 'found by Sancho and Carrasco, whom the- knight 
received with great courtesy. « 

The bachelor, though his name was Sampson, wad 
not very big, but a great wag, of a pale complexion, 
and excellent understanding ; he was about the age of 
fpur-and-twentv j had a round visage, flat nose, and 
capacious -mouth, all symptoms of a' mischievous dispoy 
sition, addicted to joke and raillery ; as appeared wheii 
he approached Don Quixote, before whom he fell upon 
his knees, saying, ^* Permit me to kiss your most puissant 
hand. Signer Don Quixote de La Mancha ; for, by the 
habit of St. Peter, which I wear, though I have re^ 
ceived no other orders than the first four, your worship 
is one of the most famous knightsr-errant that ever were, 
OP ever will be, within the circumference of the globe ! 
Blessed be Cid Hamet Benengeli, who wrote the history 
of your greatness ! and thrice blessed that curious person 
who took care to have it translated from the Arabic into 
our mother tongue, for the entertainment of mankind ?" 
DoQ^ Quixote raising him up, :siad,^ ^^'Tis true then that 
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tbcKe 16 a history <tf me, and that the a»ge who oom* 
posed it is a moor/' " So true^ signor/' said Sampaoii* 
^^ that to my certain knowledge there are twelv^e thousand 
volumes of it to this day in prints let Portugal> Baiscet 
lona^ and Valencia^ where they wexe fHrint^^ ^contxth 
diet me if they can. It is even reported to be now in the 
press at Antwerp ; and I can easily perceive that tb«e 
IS scarce a nation or language into which it will not h$ 
translated." '^ One of the things/' said Don Q\dx0bd, 
^ on this .occasion, which .ought to afford the greateat 
satisfaction to a virtuous and eminent man, is to Eve and 
see himself celebrated in different languages, and his 
actions recorded in print, with universal approbatioa $ I 
aa^ with approbati(m, because to be represented otli«r* 
wjse is worse than the worst of deaths.** '^ In point of 
F^utation and renown/' said ibe badxcior^ ^' your woiv 
ship 9lone bears away the palm from all <^er knigl^ 
ermi^ ; for the moor in Arabic, ;and the Christian in . 1m 
language, have been careful in psinting ibe gaUantry ef 
your worship to the life ; your vast courage in enooun^ 
tering dangers, your patiesace in adversity, your fortitude 
in the midst of wounds and mischance, together witli 
the honour and chastity of your platonic love fear my 
lady Bonna Duldnea del Toboso.' 

Here Sancho iatemosiBg, said, '^ I never isnmrd ny 
lady QiJled Donna Diucinea^ but^iBaply the lady SNalctnet 
del Toboso ; aodiat there the history is wrong." " That 
is no material oh^ection/' answered Cairaseo^ ^^ No sam**' 
replied the knight,* ^ but tell me, Mr. Sachdkav wUeh 
of my exploits is most esteemed in thi^ history**^ ^ Aa 
to that particular," said the badaelor, ^* there sjpt as 
many differeno^ xi opiniona..a8 tfaer« aiie di&rent taite& 
3ome ^ek to the adventures of the windmills^ which to 
your worship appealed mqnatrous giants; othi^s to that 
of the faUing«-miUs : this reader, to the descnption of 
the two armies, which were afc^ warda metamorphoaed 
into flocks of sheep i vhile another magnifies that of the 
dead body, which was carrying to ihe pkce o£ istenaept 
at Segovia : <me says, that the deliverance of th^ galley** 
slatres excels all the rest; and a second affirms^ that none 
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^'tihem equals the adyenture of the Benedictme giaott^ 
«ild your be^ttle with the valiant Biscayner." 

Here Sancho interrupting him again, said^ ^' Tell me, 
lilr. Bachelor^ is the adventure <^ the Yangueaians men* 
tijoned^ ivhen our modest Rozinante* longed for greenr 
peas in Deqember." ^' Nothing," replied Sampson^ " has 
esci^ed the .pen of the fukge author, who relates every 
thing so minutely, even to the capers which honest Sancho 
(n:|t in the blanket.'' ''I cut no capers in the blanket," 
answered Sancho ; ^' but in the air, I grant vou, J per* 
ibppoed more than I desired." '^ In my opinion," said 
!Pon (Quixote, '^ there is no human histonr that does not 
contain reverses of fortune, especially ^ose that treat 
of chivalry, which cannot always be attended with sue- 
Q€s^." '' JNeycortheless," resumed die bachelor, '' some 
who ^ve read your history say they should not have 
la^n sorry had tjie author forgot a few of those infinite 
drubbings which in different encounters were bestowed 
on .the great Don Quixote/' ^^But in this oonsiats ^ 
tr^th Q^ his^ry," said the squire. 
. Don Quixote observed, that they mi^t as well have 
oioitted them ; for those incidents^ which neither chaiige 
pup: affect the truth of the story, ought to be left out, if 
diey tend to depreciate the chief character. " Take my 
3i)rord for it," said he, '^ ^neas was not so pious as Virgil 
repre^nts hi.m, nor Ulysses so prudent as ne is exhibited 
by Homier." '.' True," said Sampson ; '* but it is on« 
thing to compose as a poet, and another to record as m 
historian : the poet may relate or rehearse things not aa 
they were^ but as they ought to have been ; whereas an 
bi^torian must transput them, not as they ought to have 
been« hut exactly ^ they were ; vithouit adding to t>r 
fi^bf tr^cting the leai^ tittle from the triM;h." ^' Since thi^ 
inoojri^ gentleman has told all the truth," said Sancho^ 
f ' I ^ofi't da^bt that, among the drubbings of my master^ 
he has mentioned mine ^so ; for they never took ths 
Pfffiasi^rea of his shoulders without crossing my whole 

* Pedir cotufas en el goljo, signifies to look for Urtufiles in the sea, a 
yxpveib applic^bld to thj^e w^q ars top s^Dgvine io their expecjtstiotis, 
and unreasonable in their desires. 
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body : but at this I ought not to woniicir, «infce, as btf 
observes, when the head aches the members ought to have 
their share of the pain/* *^ You are a sly rogue, Sandio/' 
replied Don Quixote ; " and I find you don't want me*" 
mory when you think proper to use it." '' If I had all 
the mind in the world," said Sancho, " to forget the 
blows I have received^ the marks, which are still firesh 
upon my carcase, would by no means 'allow me." 

*^ Hold your peace, Sancho/' said the knight, " and 
don't interrupt Mr. Bachelor, whom I entreat to proceed; 
and let me know what more is said of me in this same 
history." *^ Aye, of me too," cried Sancho, "who, 
they say, am one of the principle personages t>f it'* 
*' You mean persons and not personages, friend Sancho,** 
said Sampson. " What ! have we got another repri-* 
mander of words?'' said the squire; ^^ since it is come 
to this, we shall never have done." " Plague light oft 
me 1 Sancho," rq)lied the bachelor, '^if you are not the 
second person of the history ; and there are many who 
would rather hear you speak than the first character in 
the book ; though some there be also, who say you are 
excessively credulous, in believing there could be any 
foundation for the government of that island, which was 
promised to you by Signor Don Quixote^ here present." 
" ♦ There is no time lost," said Don Quixote ; *' whil6 
thou art advancing in years, Sancho, age will bring ex- 
perience ; and then thou wilt be more qualified and fit 
to govern than thou art at present." " 'Fore God ! sir,'* 
said Sancho, " the island which I cannot govern with 
these years, I shall never govern, were I as old as Me^ 
thusalem : the mischief is, that this same island is de- 
layed I don't know how ; not that I want noddle ta 
govern it." ** Recommend it, Sancho," said Don 
Quixote, ''^ to the direction of Heaven, which does all 
for the best, and may perhaps exceed your expectation ; 
for not a leaf can move upon a tree without the permis- 
sion of God." " True/' said Sampson, *' if it he the 



. * Jun atf. tol en las bartku—lhere is still sunshine on the waU~# 
u e. It is not yet too late. 
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-Will of God, Sancho shiaU not want a thousand islands^ 
much less one to govern." " I have seen governors in 
my time/' quoth Sancho^ " who, to my thinking, did 
not come up to the sole of my shoe, and yet they were 
called your lordship, and served in plate," ^' Those 
-were not governors of islands," replied Sampson, ^^ but 
<»f pther governments more easily managed ; for such as 
govern islands, ought at least to have some grammatical 
knowledge." " I know very well how to * cram," said 
Sancho; ''but as to the matted cawl, I will neither 
meddle nor make, because I don't understand it : but 
leaving this government in the hands of God, who will 
dispose of me the best for his own service, I am, Mr. 
Bachelor Simpson Carrasco, infinitely pleased and re- 
joiced that the author of our history has spoke of me in 
such a manner as not to give offence ; for, by the faith 
of a good squire ! if he had said any thing of me, that 
did not become an old Christian as I am, the deaf should 
have heard of it." " That were a miracle indeed !" 
answered Sampson. " Miracle or no miracle," said 
Sancho, " let every man take care how he speaks or 
writes of honest people, and not set down at a venture 
the first thing that comes into his jolter-head." 

" One of the faults that are found with the history," 
added the bachelor, " is, that the author has inserted in 
it a novel intituled. The Impertinent Curiosity. Not 
that the thing itself is bad, or poorly executed ; but be- 
cause it is unseasonable, and ha» nothing to do with the 
story of his worship Signor Don Quixote." '^ 1*11 lay 
a wager," cried Sancho, '' that this son of a cur has 
made a strange hodge-podge of the whole.'' *' Now I 
find," said the knight, '' that the author of my history 
is no sage, but some ignorant prater, who, without either 
judgment or premeditation, has undertaken to write it at 
random, like Orbaneja, the painter of Ubeda, who being 
asked what he painted, answered, ' Just as it happens ;* 
and when he would sometimes scrawl out a mis-shapen 

' • Finding it impossible to translate the original pun or blunder, I have 
substituted another in its room, on the ivord grammatical, which I tSiink 
has at least an .equally good effect* 
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oock^ was fdln td write under it iti Gothic letters^ 'i!hwM 
a cock ; and my histofy^ being of the same kind, -Will 
need a commentaiy to make it intelligible." " Not st 
all/' answered Sampson ; '^ it is already so plain, dutt ther^ 
is not the least ambiguity in it : the very children bandte 
it, boys read it, men understands and old people applaud 
it: in short it so thummed, so read, so well known by 
every body, that no sooner a meagre horse appears thlrtt 
they say, ' There goes Rozinante;' but those who p«ni6^ 
it most are your pages: you cannot go- into a nobleifijoi^s 
antSchamber where you won't find a Don Quiitote, winkft 
is no sooner laid down by one than another takes it ttp» 
some struffgling> and some entreating £mr a sight of it: 
in fine, this history is the most delightfbl and' l&st^ pre^ 
judicial entertainment that ever was secfn : fbr in the. 
whole book there is not the least shadow of a dish<tnK>«n^- 
able word, nor one thought unworthy of a good catholu^.' 
'' To 'write otherwise, ' said Don Quixote, '* w^enbt to 
|)ublish truth, but to propagate lies ; and those hintodana 
who deal in such ought to be buhit likef coiners c^ fkls^ 
money: but I cannot imagine what indtieed the autbc«> 
to avail himself of riovefls and stories that did not belong 
to the subject,^ when he had such a fbnd of my adven- 
tures to relate: he doubtlesd stuck to the proverb, * So 
the gizzard is crammed it mattcfi^ not how ; fat truly; 
had he confined himself to the manifestation of fliy reve- 
ries, my sighs, my tears, my benevolence, and under- 
takings, he might have compiled a volume larger, at ^ 
large, as all the works of To8tatU8,tbound tog^er: 
really, Mr. Bachelor, according to my comprehension, 
it requires great judgment and a ripe utiderstaittding to 
compose histories, or indeed any bodks whatev^ ; for to 
write with elegance and wit is the province of great 

• The original is De paja, y di JienOf el jergon lleno; i. e. The bed is" 
filled, though it be with my and straw. 

-f Alphonsus Tostatus, Biahop of Avila, wia safd to have known every 
thing; that could be known. He made a figure at the council of Basil; 
wrote twenty-seven volumes; i^nd dying in the fortieth year of his age, 
was interred in the church of Avila, with this epitaph : — 

Hie siuper est mundi, qui sHibik' ditCmtU vmM^ 
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l^eniiises only : the 'wittieit peraon in the comedy is he 
that ploys the fool; he must be no simpletbn who cail 
ttdiibit a diverting representation of folly. History is a 
mered subject^ because the sool of it is truth : and where 
tmtti 18, there the divinity will reside; yet them 
are some who compose and ca6t off books^ as if they 
were tossing up a dish of pancaked." 

** Tlidt« 18 no book so bacl," said the bachelor^ " but 
yott may find something good in it" " Doubtless/' re^ 
plied the knight; ''but it frequently happens that those 
who have deseiVedly purchased and acquired greiit repa<* 
tation l^ their writings^ lose italic or at least forfeita part 
of it, in printing them/' " The reascm/' said Sanipsoni 
'^ is^ diat printed 'works are perused with leisure, conse^ 
qaently their faults easily observed ; and the greater the 
reputation of the author is, liie more sev^ely are they 
scrutinized : men celebrated for their genius, gre^ poets^ 
and illustrions historians, are for the most part, if not al^ 
ways^ envied by those whose pleasure and particular en- 
tertedmnent consists in criticising the works of others; 
without having obliged the world with any thing c^ tfadr 
own. ''That is not to be wondered at,'' said Don Qaix« 
oie; for there m many theologists who make but a poor 
figure id the pulpit, and yet are esrcellent in discemhrg 
the faults and superfluities of those who preach welL" 
" That is all true, Signor Don Quixote," said Carrasco; 
'^ and I could wish that those censures were either a little 
more compassionate, or something less scrupulovfr, than 
to insist upon such blemishes of the work they decry, aa 
may be compared to little spots in the sun, and as all* 
quando bonus dormitat Homerus, consider how long the 
author watched, in order to display the light of his per- 
formance with as little shade as possible: perhaps too 
those things which disgust them are ito other than moles^ 
that sometimes add to the beauty of the face on which 
they grow : and therefore I affirm, that he who publishes 
a book runs an immense risk; because it is absolutely im- 
possible to compose such an one as will please and enter- 
tain every reader." *' I believe few will relish that which 
treats of me," said the knight- '' Quite the contrary," 
answered Sampson ; <* fw as stuliormn infimtus est nwne» 
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Tus, the number of those who are delighted with your liis- 
tory is infinite ; though some accuse the author's memory 
as false and faulty^ because he has forgot to tell who the 
thief was that stole Sancho's Dapple, of whom there was 
not a word mentioned : we can only infer from the history 
that he was stolen; and by-and-by we find the squire 
mounted on the same beast, without knowing how he was 
retrieved ; they say likewise, that he has omitted telling 
what Sancho did with those hundred crowns which he 
found in the portmanteau in Sierra Morena; and which 
are never mentioned, though many people desire to know 
what use he made of them ; and this is one of the chief 
defects in the work." 

'' Mr. Sampson," . answered the squire, " I am not in 
a humour at present to give accounts and reckonings in 
that affair; for I feel a certain qualmishness in my stcnnach, 
and if I don't recruit it with a couple of draughts of old 
stingo, I shall be in mo$t grievous taking:* I have the 
cor£al at home, and my dame waits for me ; but when I 
have filled my belly, I will return and satisfy your wor- 
ship and all the ^ world in whatever they shall desire to ask, 
both with regard to the loss of my beast, and the spending 
of the hundred crowns." So without expecting a reply, 
or speaking another word, he hied him home, while Don 
Quixote desired and intreated the bachelor to stay ^nd do 
penance with him. The bachelor accepted the invitation, 
and staid; a pair of pigeons was added to the knight's 
ordinary: he talked of nothing but chivalry at table^ and 
Carrasco encouraged the discourse : the repast ended, they 
took their afternoon's nap, Sancho returned, aAd the for- 
mer conversation was renewed. 



CHAP. IV. 

r 

I^ANCHO PANZA SATISFIES THE BACHELOR SAMPSON CAR- 
BASCO IN HIS DOUBTS AND QUERIES ; WITH OTHER 
PASSAGES FIT TO BE KNOWN AND RELATED. 

Sancho, returning to his master's house, resumed the 
former conversation to gratify Mr. Sampson, who said he 

♦ In Spanish, Me pondra en' la Espina de Santa Lucia; L e^ Will put 
me on StlKUcia's thorn ; applicable to any uneasy situation. 
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wanted to know when, in what manner, and by whom, 
his ass had been stolen : '^ You must know, then," said 
he, **that very night we fled from the holy brotherhood, 
and got into tne brown mountain, after the misventure- 
some adventure of the galley-slaves, and the corpse that 
was carrying to Segovia, we took up our quarters in a 
thicket, where my master and I, being both fatigued, and 
sorely bruised in the frays we had just finished, went to 
rest, he leaning upon his lance, and I lolling upon Dapple, 
as if we had been stretched upon four feather-beds : I in 
particular slept so sound, that the thief, whosoever he 
was, Jiad an opportunity of coming and propping me up 
with four stakes, fixed under the comer of my pannel, on 
which I was left astride; so that he slipped Dapple from 
under me, without my perceiving it in the least." " And 
this is no difficult matter nor new device,^' said Don Quix- 
ote ; ^^ for the same thing happened to Sacripante at the 
siege of Albraca, where, by this contrivance his horse 
was stolen from between his legs by the famous robber 
Brunelo.':'* f* When morning cAme," proceeded Sancho, 
'' I no sooner began to stretch myself, than the stakes 
gave way, and down I came to the ground with a ven- 
geance : I looked for my beast, and finding he was gone, 
the tears gushed from my eyes, and I set up a lamentation, 
which if the author of our history has not set down, you 
may depend upon it he hath neglected a very excellent 
circumstance : a good many days after this mischance, as 
I chanced to be travelling with my lady the Princess Mi- 
comicona, descrying a person riding towards me in the 
habit of a gipsy, I immediately knew my own ass, and 
discovered the rider to be Gines de Passamonte, that im- 
postor and notorious malefactor whom my master and I 
delivered from the galley-chain." 

'^ The error lies not in that part of the history," re- 
plied the bachelor, '^ but consists in the author's saying 
that Sancho rode on the same ass before it appears that 
he had retrieved him." '' As to that affair," said the squire, 
" I can give you no satisfactory answer : perhaps it was 

* As related in the famous poem of Orlando Inamorato, composed by 
Boyardo, of which the Orlando Furioso otJriosto is the continuation. 
VOL. II. O 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



194 THS ACHIBTSMBKrrS OF 

an oversight in the historian^ or owing to the i 
of the printer/' " Doubtless it was woy' replied I 
'* but what became of those hundred crowns f were thegf 
laid up or laid out?" '^ I laid them out/' answered Saxi- 
choy '' in necessaries for tnj own person, my wife, and 
children ; and those crowns were the cause of my gossip's 
bearing patietid j my ramblings and n>vings in the service 
of my lord and master Don Qi^ixote ; for if, after such m 
long absence, I had come home without my ass, and nev«r 
a cross in my pocket, I might, have expected a welcome 
the wrong way. Now, if you have any thing else so 
auk, here I am ready to answer the king in person ; aiKi 
it matters not to any person whether I did or did ntot 
bring diem home, or whether I spent them or lent them; 
for if the blows I have received in our peregricatmns 
were to be repaid with money, rated at no more than fymt 
maravedis a piece, anoth«* hundred crowns would, not 
quit one half of the score: therefore^ let every man lay 
his hand upon his heart, and not pretend to mistake wm 
^4iawk for a hand-saw ; for we are all as God made us^ 
and a great many of us much worse." 
. ^^ I will take care," said Carrasco, '^ to apprize die aa** 
thor of the history, that if he should come to another 
edition, he may not forget to insert what honest Sandho 
observes, as it will not a little contribute to raise the 
value of the work." ''Mr. Bachelor," said the knig^ 
'' did you in reading it p^H^ve any t^ingelse that ought 
to be amended ?" '' There might be some things altered 
for the better," replied Carrasco, *' but none of such con^ 
sequence as those already mentioned/' '' And praj," re^ 
sumed Don Quixote, '' does the author promise a second 
part?" '< Yes,'' said Sampson, " but he says he has not 
yet found it, nor does he know in whose possession it b: 
so that we are* still in doubt whether or not it will see 
die light: on that account, therefore, and likewise because 
some people say that second parts are never good, while 
others observe that too mudhi already hath been written 
concerning Don Quixote, it is believed that there will be 

• In the4>riginal, " Black for white." 
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no tieoovid part ; though there is a third sort more jovial 
than wise, who cry ' Quixote for ever ! let the knight en* 
ga|^e, and Sancho Panza harangue ; come what will we 
i^ul be satisfied.'" '^ And how does the author seem in- 
ciined V* said the knight. " How," answered Carrasco, 
''to aet the press a-going, as soon as he can find the his* 
tsry ibr which he is now searching with all imaginable 
diligence ; thereto swayed by interest, more than by any 
niotive of praise." ** Since the author keeps interest and 
inoney in his eye," said Sancho, " it will be a wonder if 
be succeeds -; fbr he'll do nothing but hurry, hurry, like 
H tailor on Easter-eve ; and your works that are trumped 
up in haste, are never finished with that perfection they 
require : I would have Mr. Moor take care, and consider 
what he is about ; for my master and I will furnish him 
^tfa materials in point of adventures and difierent events, 
sufficient to compose not only one, but an hundred second 
parts. What ! I suppose the honest man thinks we are 
now fdeeping among straw ; but let him lift up our feet, 
and then he will see which of them wants to be shod ; all 
that I shall say is, if my master had taken my advice, we 
might have been already in the fields, redressing griev- 
ances and righting wrongs, according to the use and cus- 
tom of true knights-errant" 

Scarce had Sancho pronounced these last words, when 
their ears were saluted by the neighing of Rozinante, 
which Don Quixote considered as a most happy omen, 
and determined in three or four days to set out on his 
liiird expedition: accordingly, he declared his intention 
to the bachelor, whose advice he asked with regard to 
Uie route he should take. Sampson said, that in his opi- 
nion he ought to direct his course towards the kingdom 
of Arragon, and go to Saragossa, where, in a few days 
was to be held a most solemn tournament on the festival 
of St. G^eorge ; there he would have an opportunity of 
winning the palm from the Arragonian knights, which 
would raise his reputation above that of all the cham- 
pions upon earth : he applauded his design as a most va- 
liant and honourable determination, and "^gged he would 
be more cautious in encountering dangers, because his 
o2 
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life was not his 0¥m, but the property of all diose wiio 
had occasion for protection and si^ccour in distress. 
. *^ That is the very thing I propose, Mr. Sampscm/- 
said the squire : ^' for my master thinks no more of 
attacking an hundred men in arms^ than a hungry boy 
would think of swallowing half a do^en* pippins: body 
of the universal Mr. Bachelor, if there are times fbr 
attacking, there are also seasons for retreating : the cry 
must not always be St. Jago ! f charge, Spain ; especially 
as I have heard, and, if I remember anght, my master 
himself has often observed, that valour lies in the middle, 
between the extremes of cowardice and rashness : tlii$ 
being the case, I would not have him fly without ^ood 
reasrni, nor give the assault when he is likely to be over* 
powered by numbers : but, above all things, I give my 
master notice, that if he carries me along with hipi, it 
shall be on condrtion that he fight all the battles himself, 
and I be obliged to do nothing but tend his person, that 
is, take care of his belly, and keep him sweet and clean ; 
in which case I will | jig it away with pleasure ; but to 
think that I will put hand to sword, even against .base- 
born plebeians, with cap and hatchet, is a wild imagina- 
tion : for my own part, Mr. Sampson, I do not pretend 
to the reputation of being valiant, but of being the best 
and loyalest squire that ever served a knight-errant : and 
if my master, Don Quixote, in consideration of my great 
and faithful services; shall be pleased to bestow upon me 
one of those many islands winch his worship says will 
fall in his way, I shall very thankfully receive the 
favour ; and even if he should not keep his word, here 
stand I, simple as I am, and one man must not depend 
upon another, but trust in God alone ; besides, the bread 
I eat, without a government, mayhap will relish better 
than the dainties of a governor ; and how do I know but 
the devil may,, in these governments, raise some 

* Literally, BadeaSy a kind of water melon. 

t This is the cry uttered by the Spaniards when they charge in battle. 
. t Baylor el a^ua delante, is a phrase applicable to those who do thdt 
duty with alacnty, taken from the practice of watering the courts in 
Spain, an ojffice which the maids perform with a motion that resembles 
chancing • . 
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Stumbling-block, over which I shall fall and beat out my 
grinders. Sancho I was born, and Sancho will I die j 
but neviertheless, if by the favour of Providence I could 
fairly and sofUy^ without much risk or anxiety, obtain an 
island^ or some such matter, I am not such a ninny as to 
throw it away ; for, as the saying is, when the heifer is 
ofiered, be ready with the rope ; and when good fortune 
eomeg to thy door, be sure to bid it welcome." 

** Brother Sancho," said the bachelor, " you have 
«pok«i like a professor ; but for all that, put your trust 
in God and Signor Don' Quixote, who, instead of an 
iriand, will give you a whole kingdom." *' The one as 
likely as the other," answered Sancho; ^^ though I dare 
venture to assure Signor Carrasco, that the kingdom 
which my master shall bestow upon me will not be put 
into a rotten sack; for I have felt my own pulse, and 
find myself in health sufficient to rule kingdoms and 
govern islands, as I have upon many other occasions 
fainted to my master." " Consider, Sancho," said the 
bachelor,. ^^ that honours often change the disposition ; 
and, perhaps^ when, you come to be a governor, you will 
not know the mother that bore you." *^ That may be 
the case," answered the squire, ^^ with those who were 
born among mallows ; but not with me, who have not ' 
j^ot four inches of old Christian suet on my ribs ; then if 
you CQme to consider my disposition, you will' find I am 
incapable of behaving ungratefully to any person what- 
ever." " God grant it to be so," said the knight ; ^' but 
thid will appear when you arrive at the government, 
which methinks I have already in mine eye." 
* fie then entreated the bachelor, if he was a poet, to 
favour him with a copy of verses on his intended parting 
from his mistress Dulcinea del Toboso, and desired that 
every line might begin with a letter of her name, so that 
the initials benlg joined together, mighit make Dulcinea 
del Toboso. CarradCo, though he owned he was not 
on& of the famous poets of Spain, who were said to be 
but three* and a naif, promised to compose such an 

* Alonzode Ercilla, author of the Auraucana; Juan Rufo de Cprdova^ 
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acrostic as he desired^ which, by the bj, he tmemm 
would be no easy task, because the name consiflted of 
seventeen letters, and, if he should make four stanaas of 
four lines each one must be left out ; or should tb^ b6 
composed of five, called decimaa or roundelays, three 
letters would • be wanting to complete the number ; 
however, he would endeavour to sink one letter as much 
as he could ; so that in four stanaas the name Duldnes 
del Toboso should be included, '* That must be done at 
all events,'' said Don Quixote ; *' for if the name be not 
plain and manifest, no woman will believe that she was 
the subject of the poem.'* This affair being thus settled, 
as also the time of their departure, which was fixed at 
the distance of eight days, Don Quixote charged the 
bachelor to keep it secret, especially ^m the curate, Mr. 
Nichcdas, his niece, and housekeeper, that they mi|^ 
not obstruct his honourable and valiant determination. 
Carrasco, having promised to observe this caution, took 
his leave of the knight, whom he begged to favour him 
on every occasion with an account of his good or evil 
fortune, and Sancho went home to provide every thing 
necessary for their expedition. 



CHAPTER V- 

THE WISE AND PLEASANT DIALOGUB BETWEEN SANCHO 
FANZA AND HIS WIFE ; TOGETHER WITH OTHBA IK<* 
CIDBNTS WORTHY OF COMMUNICATION. 

The translator says he looks upon this chapter a9 
apocryphal, because it represents Sancho Panza speaking 
in a style quite different Crom that which might be ex- 
pected from his shallow understanding, and making 
such ingenious obsarvations as he thinks it impossible be 
should know; but he would not leave, it out» tha^ he 
might punctually perform the duty of a £uithful trans* 
later, and therefore proceeds in these words :— 

Sbicho returned to his own house in such high spiiits, 

author of the Austriada; Christopher Verves de Valenda, author of the 
Montserrate; and as for the half, Cervantes in all j>roliabiUty meaat 
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tlMfe hit wife perceived lus gaiety at the distance of ^ 

tiow-diot^ and could not hdp saying, *'What is the 

mutter^ friend Sandlio, that you seem so joyful ? " To 

tihis question the squire answered, '' An' it pleased God, 

wife> I should be very glad if I were not so joyful as I 

seem to be." ** Truly, husband," reptied ♦ Teresa, 

*f I don*t understand you, nor conceive what you mean, 

by saying you should be very glad, an' it pleased Ood 

yo« were not so joyful ; for simple though I be, I am 

always glad with what makes me joyful." " Mark me, 

Teteaa," said the squire, ^' I am rejoiced because it is 

determined that I shall return into the service of my 

master, Don Quixote, who is going to make a third saUy 

is quest of adventures, and I must accompany him in hia 

fiffpedition ; for so my destiny will have it, together with 

tfie comfortable and lively hope of finding another 

hundfed crowns like those I have expended: on the 

Qlher hand, sorry am I to part witn thee and my. 

ohildren ; and if God would permit me to eat my bread 

Ary shod at home, without dragging me over cliffs and 

€9069. paths, (and Uiis might be done at a small expense 

if he would only say the word) it is plain that my joy 

would be more firm and perfect ; whereas that which I 

fisel at present is mingled with the melancholy thoughts 

qf leaving thee, my duck : wherefore I justly said I 

abould be glad an' it pleased God I were less joyful.'* 

'♦ Vwrily, Sancho," said his wife, ** ever since you made 

yourself a member of knight-errantry, you talk in such 

a round-^bout manner, that there is no understanding 

what you say." <• Let it suffice," answered the squire, 

^^ tiiat I am understood by God, who is the understander 

i)f all things, and there let it rest; meanwhile take 

notice, gossip, it will be convenient lor you to tend 

Daj^le for these two or three days with special care ; let 

his allowance be doubled, that he may be enabled to 

carry arms, and look out for the pannel and the rest of 

the tackle ; for we are not going to a wedding, but to 

traverse the globe, and give and take dry blows with 

Jiian« aBd Mary,^aiid now she m eidkd Teresa. 
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your giants, dragons, and hobgoblins, and hear noddfl|f 
but hissing, roaring, bellowing, and bleating ; and all 
this would be but flowers of lavender, were it not ottr 
doom to encounter with Yanguesians and enchanted 
moors." " I very well believe that squires-errant da not 
eat tlie bread of idleness/' replied Teresa ; '^ and there- 
fore, husband, I shall continually pray to our Lord to 
deliver you from such misfortunes." " I tell thee wife/' 
said Sancho, 'Mf I did not expect to see myself in a 
little time governor of an island, I should drop down 
dead upon the spot" " By no means, dear husband,'^ 
cried Teresa, ** let the hen live, though she have the 
pip; and I hope you will live, though the devil run 
away with all the governments upon earth : without a 
government did you come from your mother's womb; 
without a government have you lived to this good hour ; 
and without a government shall you go, or be carried to 
your grave, in God's own time : there are many in tJie. 
world who have no governments ; and yet for all that 
they live, and are numbered among the people^ Hunger 
is the best sauce ; and as that is never wanting among^ 
the poor, they always relish what the^ eat : but take 
dare, Sancho, if you come to a government, that you do 
not forget me and your- children : consider, Sancho 
has already fifteen good years over his head, and that it 
i^ time for him to go to school, if in case hds uncle the 
abbot has a mind to breed him to the church : consider 
too, that your daughter, Mary Sancha, will not break her 
heart if we marry her;^ for I am much mistaken if she 
does not long for a husband as much as you do for a 
government ; and the short and long of it is, you had* 
better have your daughter ill-buckled as a wife^ than* 
well kept as a concubine." 

" Take my word for it/' answered Sancho, " if by the 
blessing of God I come to any sort of government, I 
intend, my dear, to match Mary Sancha so high, that 
nobody shall come near her without calling her ^ your 
ladyship.*" ''Never think of that, Sancho!" cried 
Teresa, '' match her with her equal, which will be mo|% 
prudent than to raise her from clogs. to pattens, fr<Ka, 
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good, fourteen-penny hoyden grey to farthingales, and 
petticoats of silk> and from Molly and thou, to Donna 
and tny lady such-a-one : the girl's head would be quite 
turned, and she would be' continually falling into some 
blunder, that would discover the coarse thread of her 
home^spun breeding." "Shut that foolish mouth of 
thine/' said Sancho: *'in two or three years practice, 
quality and politeness will become quite familiar to her ; 
or if they should not, what does it signify ? let her first 
be a lady, and then happen what will." " Meddle^ 
Sancho, with those of your own station," replied Teresa, 
'/ and seel^ not to lift your head too high ; but remember 
the proverb that says, ' When your neighbour's son 
comes to the door, wipe his nose and take him in.' It 
would be a fine thing, truly, to match our Mary with a 
great count or cavalier, who would, when he should take 
it in his head, look upon her as a monster, and call her 
country wench, and clod-breaker's and hemp-spinner's 
brat : that shall never happen in my life-time, husband ; 
it was not for that I brought up my child : do you find a 
portion, and as to her marriage, leave thiat to my care : 
there is Lope Tocho, old John Tocho's son, a jolly young 
feUow, stout and wholesome, whom we all know, and I 
can perceive that he has no dislike to the girl ; besides, 
he being our equal, she will be very well matched with 
him ; for we shall always have them under our eye^ and' 
the two families will live together, parents and children, 
sons-in-law, and grandsons, and the peace and blessing 
of God will dwell among us : wherefore you shall not. 
match me her in your courts and grand palaces, where 
^e will neither understand nor be understood." ''. Hark 
ye, . you beast and yoke-fellow of Barabhas I" replied 
Sancho ; ^' why wouldst though now, without rhyme or 
reason, prevent me from matching my daughter, so as 
that my grandchildren shall be persons of quality? 
tsemember,. Teresa, I have often heard my elders aild. 
betters observe, ■ ' He that's coy when fortune's kind, 
may after seek but never find.' And should not I be to 
blaine, if, now that she knocks at my door, I should bolt 
it against her ? Let us, therefore, take the advantage of 
die favourable gale that blows." 
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It was this unfeominott style^ with what Sancho says 
below^ that induced the tran^tor to pronounce the 
whtAe chapter apocryphal. 

*^ Can't you peroeiye^ animal^ with half an eye,** pro« 
oeeded Sancho, ''that I shall act wisely, in devoting 
this body of mine to some beneficial government that 
will lift us out of the dirt, and enable me to match Mar^ 
Sancha according to my own good pleasure ; then thou 
wilt hear thyselfcaUed Donna Teresa Panza, and find 
thyself seated at churdi upon carpets, cushions, and 
tapestry, in despite and defiance of all l^e small gentry 
in the parish ; and not be always in the same moping 
circumstances, without increase or diminution, like a 
picture in the hangings : but no more of this ; Sanchiea' 
shall be a countess, though thou shouldest cry thy he«it 
out" ** Look before you leap, husband," answered 
Teresa : '* after all, I wish to God this quality of my 
daughter may not be the cause of her perdition: take 
your own way, and make her duchess or princess, or 
what you please, but I'll assure you, it shall never be 
with my consent or good will : I was always a lover of 
equality, my dear, and can^t bear to see pec^le hold their 
heads without reason. Teresa was I diristened, a bare 
and simple name, without the addition, garniture, and 
embroidery, of Don or Donna; my father's name is 
Casodo, and mine, as being your spouse, Teresa Panaa, 
though by rights I should be called Teresa Cascajo: but 
as the king minds, the law binds : and with that name 
am I contented, though it be not burthened with a Don, 
which weighs so heavy that I should not be able to beai^ 
it ; neither will I put it in the power of those who see 
me dressed like a countess or governor's lady, to say, 
* Mind^ Mrs. Porkfeeder^ how proud she looks ! it was 
but yesterday she toiled hard at the distaiP, and went to 
mass with the tail of her sown about her head, instead 
of a veil ; but now> fiorsooth, she has got her fine farthin* 
gales and jewels, and holds up her head, as if we did not 
know her'. If Qod preserve me in my seven or itve 
senses, or as many as they be, I shall never bring myself 
into such a quandary : as for your part^ spouse, you may 
go to your governments and islands, and be as proud as 
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» p^neoek ; but as for my daughter and nie, by the lif« 

q£ my fkdxer ! we will not stir one step from the village; 

£oTy the wife that deserves a good name, stays at hcHmo 

m». if she were lame ; and the maid must still be a-doing> 

that iM^pes to see the men come a wooing. You and Dm 

Qujxote may therefore go to your adventures, and leave 

va^ to our misventures ; for God will betl^ our condition^ 

if we deserve his mercy ; though truly I cannot imagine 

ivho made him a Don ; I am sure neither his father nor 

Ida grandfather had any such title." '' I tell thee wife;'* 

i:eplied tte squire, '^ thou hast certainly got some devil 

isL that carcase of thine: the lord watch over thee, 

WQOoan ! what a deal of stuff hast thou been tacking 

loglether^ without either head or tail ? What the devu 

bug your Cascajos^ jewels, proverbs, and pride, to do with 

vrhaA I have been saying ? Hark ye, you ignorant beast; 

liar such I may oall thee, as thou hast ndther capacity to 

understand my discourse> nor prudence to make sure of 

good fortune when it lies in thy way, were I to say that 

my daughter shall throw herself from the top of a steeple, 

or go strolling about ttie world, like the In&nta Dcmna 

Uraca, thou wouldat have reason to contradict my plea** 

mre ; but if, in two turnings of a ball, and one twinkling 

of an eye, our good fortune should lay a title across our 

shoulders, and, raising thee from the stubble, set thee in 

a chair of state, under a canopy, or lay thee upon a sofa, 

PMosisting of more velvet* alroohadas, than there are 

xaoQits in all the family of the Almohadas in Morocco ; 

:wh<ac^are, wouldst not thou consent, and with me enjoy 

the good luck that falls/' '' I'll tell thee wherefore, 

bosband," replied Teresa, ^^ because, as the saying is; 

If bat covers, discovers thee : the eyes of people always 

jrun sliffhtly over the poor, but make an halt to examine 

the rich ; and if a person so examined was once po<»r, 

then comes the grumbling, and the slandering; and he 

!» peraecuted by backbiters, who swarm in our streets 

like bees." 

. ^ Give ear, Teresa, and listen to what I am going to 

/.- t Almohswla. signifies a ouslHon^ / • * '.' 

\ 
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say/' answered Sancho ; ^^ for mayhap thou hast never 
Jlktard such a thing in all the days of tJiy life ; and .1 do 
not now pretend to speak from my own reflection^ but to 
repeat the remarks of the good father who preached last 
Lent in our village : he said^ if I right remember^ that 
all objects present to the view exist, and are impressed 
Upon the imagination^ with much greater energy and 
force^ than those which we only remember to have seen. 
(The arguments here used by Sancho, contributed also 
to make the translator believe this chapter apocryphal ; 
because they seem to exceed the capacity of the squire, 
who proceeded thus:) From whence it happens, that 
when we see any person magnificehtly dressed, and sur- 
rounded with the pomp of servants, we find ourselves 
invited, and, as it were, compelled to pay him respect ; 
although the memory should, at that instant, represent 
to us some mean circumstances of his former life, because 
that defect, whether in point of family or fortune, is 
already past and removed, and we only regard what is 
present to our view ; and if the person, whom fortune 
hath thus raised from the lowness of oblivion to the 
height of prosperity, be well-bred, liberal, and courteous, 
without pretending to vie with the ancient nobility, you 
may take it for granted, Teresa, that nobody will re- 
member what he was. but reverence what he now is, ex- 
cept the children of envy, from whom no thriving person 
is secure." "I really do not understand you,'* said 
Teresa : ^^ you may do what you will ; but seek not to 
distract my brain with your rhetoric and haranguing; 
for if you be revolved to do what you say—" ** You 
must csM it resolved, woman, and not revolved," cried 
Sancho. *' Never plague yourself to dispute with me, 
husband," answered Teresa : '' I speak as God pleases, 
and meddle not with other people's concerns; If you 
are obstinately bent upon this same government, I desire 
you will carry your son Sancho along with you, and irom 
this hour teach him the art of that profession ; for it is 
but reasonable that the sons should inherit and learn the 
trade of their fathers." " As soon as I have obtained 
my government," said Sancho, " I will send thee money 
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fat him by the post, as by that time I shall have plenty ; 
fi)r there .are always people in abundance that will lend 
to a governor, who has no money of his own ; and be 
sure you clothe him in such a manner as to disguise hi^ 
present condition, and make him appear like what he is 
to be." '* Send you the money," answered Teresa, 
*^ and I will dress him up like any branch of palm."* 
'* Well^ then," said Sancho, "we are -agreed about 

making our daughter a countess " " That day I be** 

hold her a countess,*' cried the wife, " I shall reckon 
her dead and buried ; but, I tell you again, you may us^ 
your pleasure: for we women are born to be obedient to 
our husband's though they are no better than blocks." 

So saying she began to weep as bitterly as if she had 
actually seen her daughter laid in her grave: Sancho 
consoled her, by saying, that although she must be a 
countess, he would defer her promotion as long as he 
could. Thus ended the conversation, and the squirt 
went back to Don Quixote, to concert measures for their 
«peedy departure; 

CHAPTER VI. 

WHAT PASSED BETWEEN DON QUIXOTE, HIS NIECE, ANp 
UIQ HOUSEKEEPER; ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 
CHAPTERS IN THE WHOLE HISTORY. 

While this impertinent conversation passed between 
Sancho Panza, and his wife, Teresa Cascajo, Don 
Quixote's niece and the housekeeper were not idle ; for 
collectings from a thousand symptoms, that their master 
wanted to give them the slip a third time, sTnd return to 
the exercise of his unlucky knight-errantry, they en- 
deavoured, by all possible means, to divert him from his 
extravagant design : but all they could say, was like 
preadiing to the desert, or hammering cold iron. Uow^ 
ever, among many other arguments, the housekeeper 
said to him, *' As I hope to be saved, dear master, if 
your worship will not settle at home in your own house^ 

* Alluding to the bough that is adorned and carried in procession on 
Palm .Sunday.. 
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but are resolved to tArxy about die mountidns an9 
▼aUeys^ like a troubled ghost, in quest of what you term 
adventures^ but what I call mischances, I will complam 
in person, and raise up my voice to Ood and the king, 
that they may apply some remedy to your disorder.* 
To this declaration the knight replied, *' Mrs. Houses 
keeper, how GUmI will accept of thy complaints, I know 
not ; neither can I guess in what manner his majesty 
will answer thy petition : this only I know, that if I 
were king, I would excuse myself from answering that 
infinite number of impertinent memorials which are daily 
presented ; for one of the greatest of the many &tigues 
that attend royalty, is dutt of being obliged to listen and 
reply to all petitions ; therefore, I would not have his 
majesty troubled with any affair of mine." *^ Pray, nr,** 
said the hous^eeper, '* are there no knights at court ?" 
** Yes, there are many," answered Don Quixote ; '^ and 
it is reasonable that there siiould be always a good 'num- 
ber in attendance, to adorn the court, and support the 
pomp and magnificence of majesty." f* Would it not be 
better, then, for your worship," replied the matron, " to 
be one of that number,- and serve your king and master 
quietly and safely at court ?" " You must know, good 
woman," said Don Quixote, '' all knights cannot be 
courtiers, neither can, or ought, all courtiers to be 
knights-errant: there ought to be plenty of both ; and 
though we are all knights, there is a great differehoe be- 
tween the one sort and the other : your courtiers, with- 
out crossing the thresholds of their own apartments, 
travel over the world, in maps, ffratis, and never know 
what it is to suffer either heat, cold, hunger, or thirst, in 
their journey ; whereas, we real knights-errant measure 
the whole globe with our own footsteps, exposed night 
and day, on horseback and a-foot, to the summer's son 
and winter's cold, and all the inclemencies of the weather : 
we not only seek to see the picture, but the person of 
our foe, and on all emergencies and occasions attack 
him, without paying any regard to the trifling rules of 
challenges ; whether, for example, his sword or lance be 
shorter or longer than our own ; whether he wears about 
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him any relic or secret coat of mail ; or whether the sun 
aiad wind be equally divided ; with other ceremonies ot* 
that nature^ whidii are usually observed in duellings and 
which, though I know them punctually, thou art little 
acquainted with : thou must also know> that a good 
knights-errant, though .he sees ten giants, whose heads 
not only toucl^ but over-top the clouds, with legs like 
lofty steeples, and arms resembling the masts o£ large 
and warlike ships, while each eye, as large as a mill«i 
wheel, beams and bums like a glass furnace, is by 110 
means confounded or abashed; but, on the contrary, 
with gented. demeanour, and intrepid heart, approachm, 
assaults, and, if possible, vanquishes, and overthrowa 
them in a twinkling, though they are armed with Uie 
shell of a certain fish, said to be harder than adamant, 
and, instead of a sword, use a keen scymitar of damasked 
steel, or a huge club, armed with a point of the same 
metal, as I have seen on a doaen different occasions. 
All this I have mentioned, good woman, that thou mayest 
^lee what diflference there is between knights of different 
orders ; and every prince ought, in reason, to pay greater 
respect to this second^ or rather this, first species of 
kniglits-errant, among whom, as we read in history^ 
there have been some, who were the bulwarks, not only. 
o£ one, but of many kingdoms," 

''Ah,, dear sir/' cried the niece, interrupting him, 
''consider that all those stories of knights-errant are 
nothing but lies and invention ; and every one of the 
books that contain them deserve, if not to be burnt, at 
least to wear a San benito,* or some other badge, hy 
which it may be known for an infamous perv^ter of 
virtue and good sense." '^By tiie God that protects 
me I" cried the knight, '* wert thou not undoubtedly my 
niece, as being my own sister's child,^' I would chastiae 
thee in such a manner for the blasphemy thou hast ut- 
t^ed, that the whole world would resound with the ex- 
aanple^ I{ow ! shaU a pert baggage, who has scarce 
capacity enough to manage a dozen lace-bobbins, dare to 

• -A stress put u|)oii oon'victed hereticSk 
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wag her tongue in censuring the histories of knights- 
errant ? What would Signor Amadis say to such pre* 
sumption ? But, surely, he would forgive thy arrogance^ 
for he was the most humble and courteous knight of his 
time, and, besides, the particular champion and protector 
of damsels : but thou mightest have been heard by ano- 
ther, who would not have treated thee so gently ; for all 
are not affable and weli-bred; on the contrary, some 
there are, extremely brutal and impolite. All those who 
call themselves knights, are not intitled to that distinc« 
tion ; some being of pure gold, and others of baser metal,- 
notwithstanding the denomination they assume. But 
these last cannot stand the touchstone of truth: there 
are mean plebeians, who sweat and struggle to maintain 
the appearance of gentlemen ; and, on the other hand, 
there are gentlemen of rank who seem industrious to 
appear mean and degenerate : the one sort raise them- 
selves either by ambition or virtue, while the other abase 
themselves by viciousness or sloth ; 'so that we must 
avail ourselves of our understanding and discernment ii^ 
distinguishing those persons, who, though they bear the 
same appellation, are yet so different in point of cha* 
racter." ^' Good God !" said the niece, " tliat your wor- 
ship should be so learned, that even, if need were, you 
might mount the pulpit, or go a preaching in the streets,* 
and yet remain in such woeful blindness and palpable 
folly, as to persuade the world that you are a valiant and 
vigorous righter of wrongs, when you are old, feeble, and 
almost crippled with age : but, above all things, to give 
yourself out for a knight, when you are no such thing j 
for, though rich gentlemen may be knighted, poor gen- 
tlemen, like you, seldom are." 

" There is a good deal of truth in what thou hast ob- 
served, cousin," replied Don Quixote ; " and I could tell 
thee such things, concerning families, as would raise 
thine admiration ; but these I suppress, that I may not 
seem to mix what's human with what's divine: take 
notice, however, my friends, and be attentive to what I 
am going to say : all the families in the world may be 
reduced to four kinds, which are these : one, that from 
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low b^nnings^ bath extended and dilated to a pitch of 
power and greatness; another^ that from great begin- 
nings hath continued to preserve and maintain its ori- 
ginal importance ; a third, that from vast beginnings 
hath ended in a point, diminishing and decaying from its 
foundation, into an inconsiderable point, like that of a 
pyramid, which, in respect of its base, is next kin to no- 
thing ; a fourth, and that the most numerous, had neither 
a good foundation, nor reasonable superstructure, and 
therefore sinks^ into oblivion, unobserved ; such are the 
families of plebeians and ordinary people. The first, 
that from low beginnings hath mounted to power and 
greatness, which it preserves to this day, is exemplified 
in the house of Ottoman, that from an humble shepherd, 
who gave rise to it, attained that pinnacle of grandeur on 
which it now stands : the second sort of pedigree, that 
without augmentation hath preserved its original im- 
portance, is exhibited in the persons of many princes, 
who are such by inheritance, and support their rank 
without addition or diminution; containing themselves 
peaceably within the limits of their own dominions : of 
those who, from illustrious beginnings, have dwindled 
into a point, there are a thousand examples in the Pha- 
raohs and Ptolemys of Egypt, the Caesars of Rome, with 
all the tribe, if they may be ^o called, of our Median, 
Assyrian, Persian, Greek, and Barbarian princes, mo- 
narchs, and great men. All these families and states, 
together with their founders, have ended in a very in- 
considerable point ; since, at this day, it is impossible to 
trace out one of their descendants, or, if we could, he 
would be found in some base and low degree. I have 
nothing to say of the plebeians, who only serve to increase 
the number of the living, without deserving any other 
fame or panegyric. From what I have said, I would 
have you infer, my precious wiseacres, that there is a 
great confusion of pedigrees, and that those only appear 
grand and illustrious, whose representatives abound with 
virtue, liberality, and wealth : I say, virtue, liberality, 
and wealth, because the vicious great man is no more" 
than a great sinner ; and the rich man, without liberality, 

VOL. II. p 
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a mere covetdus beggar; for happioeas' does not cotMtsli 
in possessing^ but in spending riches ; and that not xit 
squandering them away, but in knowing how to use them 
with taste : now, a poor knight has no. other way of sig* 
nalizing his birth, but the practice of virtue, being af- 
fable, well-bred, courteous, kind, and obliging ; a stsaft- 
ger to pride, arrogance, and slander, and, above all 
things, charitable ; for by giving two farthings cheerfully 
to the poor, he may shew himself as geo^oua as be ibat 
dispenses alms by sound of bell : and whosoever sees 
him adorned with these virtaeg, although he should be 
an utter stranger to his race, will conclude that he is 
descended of a good family. Indeed, it woiild be a sort 
of miracle to find it otherwise ; so that praise is always the 
reward of virtae> and never fails to attend the righteous. 
There are two paths, my children, tliat lead to wealth 
and honour :. one^ is that of learning, the other, that of 
arms : now I am better qualified for the last than for the 
first, and (as I judge from my inclination to arms) was 
bom under the influence of tne planet Mars ; so that I 
am, as it were, obliged to choose that road, which I will 
pursue in spite of the whole universe : you will therefore 
fatigue yourself to no purpose, in attempting to persuade 
me from that which Heaven inspires, fortune ordains, 
reason demands, and, above all things, my own inclinar 
tion dictates : loiowing, as I do, the innumerable toilK 
annexed to kni^t-erraritry, I am also well acquainted 
with the infinite benefits acquired in the exercise of that 
profession. Lknow the path of virtue is. very straighl^ 
while the road of vice is broad and spacious ; I know 
their end and issue is different: the wide extended way 
of vice conducts the traveller to death : while' the nar* 
row toilful path of virtue leads to happiness and life — ^not 
that which perisheth,. but that whidi hath no end ; wad 
I know, as our great Castilian poet observes, 

* Bv these rough paths of toil and pain, 
Th^ immortal seats of bliss we g^in, 
Deny'd to those who heedless stray 
* In tempting pleasure's flow'ry way.' ** 

" Ah ! woe is me V* cried the cousin, ** my unck iaa 
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pofef too I he kiloWB etery things and can do every thing : 
ril lay a wager, if he should turn bricklayer^ he could 
build a house like any cage." " I do assure thee^ niece/' 
replied Don Quixote^ ^^ if those knightly sentiments did 
not wholly engross my attention^ there id not a thing on 
earth that I could not make ; nor a curiosity that should 
not go through my hands^ especially bird^-cages and 
tooth-picks." 

Here the conversation was interrupted by a knocking 
at the gate^ which, as they found upon inquiry, was made 
hj Sancho ; whose presence was no sooner intimated than 
tne housekeeper ran away to hide herself, that she might 
avoid the sight of him whom she abhorred : the niece, 
tiierefore, opened the door, and his master came out to 
receive him with open arms : then, shutting themselves 
up together, another dialogue passed, no ways inferior to 
Ae -former. 



CHAR VII. 

AN ACCOUNT OP DON QUIXOTE'S CONFERENCE WITH HIS 
SQUIRE, AND OTHER FAMOUS PASSAGES. 

The housekeeper seeing that her master and Sancho 
were locked up tc^ether, immediately guessed the sub- 
ject of the conversation ; and imagining, that the result of 
this conversation would be a third sally, she put on her 
veil, and full of trouble and antietv, went in quest of 
the bachelor Sampson Carrasco,. thinking, that as be Was 
a -well-spoken man, and her master's new ^end, he might 
persuade him to lay aside such an extravagant design : 
accordingly, ishe found him taking a turn in his own yard 
and fell upon her knees before him, in a cold sweat, occa- 
sioned by her vexation. Carrasco seeing her appear with 
such marks of sorrow and consternation, said, *^ What is 
the matter, Mrs. Housekeeper ? what hath befallen you ? 
something seems. to have harrowed up you^ very soul !" 
" Nothing at all, dear Mr. Sampson,'' cried the house- 
keeper, '^ only my master is breaking out — ^he is certainly 
breaking out !" " How breaking out ?" said Sampson, 
p 2 
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" is any part of his body unsound ?" " Where should he 
break out^" replied the other^ '^ but through the gate <£ 
his madness? my meanings dear bachelor of my soul ! is^ 
that he is going to make another sally, (and that will be 
the third) searching up and down the world for what he 
calls adventures, though I cannot imagine why they 
should have that *name : the first time he returned so 
battered and bruised, that they were fain to lay him across 
an ass, like a sack of oats, because he could not sit up- 
right: the second time he was brought home in a 
waggon, stretched and cooped up in a cage, in whidi he 
imagined himself enchanted, in such a woeful plight^ that 
he could scarce be known by the mother that bore him, 
so lank and meagre, with his eyes sunk into the lowest 
pit of his brain ; so that before I could bring him into any 
tolerable degree of strength, I expended more than six 
hundred new-laid eggs, as God and all the world know, 
as well as my hens, that will not suiFer me to tell a lie/' 
" That 1 verily believe," said the bachelor ; '* your hens 
are so good, plump, and well bred, that they would 
rather burst than say one thing and mean another : well 
then, Mrs. Housekeeper, nothing else hath happened, 
neither have you met with any other misfortune, but the 
apprehension of what your master, Don Quixote will do?" 
" Nothing else," said she. " Give yourself no trouble, 
then," resumed the bachelor, " but go home a-God's name, 
and get ready something hot for my breakfast; and in 
your way, repeat St. Apollonia's prayer, if you can ; I 
will* follow in a little time, and then you shall see won- 
der?." " Dear heart!" cried the housekeeper, " St. Apol- 
lonia's prayer, say you ? that I should repeat if my master 
had the tooth-ache ; but, lack-a-day ! his distemper lies 
in his skull/' '' I know what I say," answered Sampson : 
'^ take my advice, Mrs. Housekeeper, and do not pretend 
to dispute with me ; for I would have thee to know that 
I am a bachelor of Salamanca ; there's no higher bachelor^ 
ing than that." She accordingly moved homeward, while 
Sampson went to communicate to the curate that which 
will be in due time disclosed. 

* The original, ventura, signifies good luck as well as adrentures. 
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While Don Quixote and Sancho were closeted together, 
there passed between them a conversation, which the his- 
tory recounts with great punctuality and truth. ** Signor/' 
said the squire, "1 have at length traduced my wife to 
consent that I shall attend your worship wheresoever you 
please to carry me." " Say reduced, and not traduced, 
Sancho," replied the knight. *' I have once or twice, if 
my memory serves me," said Sancho, " intreated your 
■wprship not to correct my words, if you understand my 
meaning ; and when you can't make it out, I desire you 
■would say, Sancho, or devil, I don't understand thee: 
then if I fail in explaining myself, you may correct me as 
much as you please; for I am so fossil; — " '^ I do not 
undei'stand thee now," cried Don Quixote, *' nor can I 
tsomprehend what thou wouldst be at, in saying I am so 
fossil." " So fossil," said the squire ; '' that is whereby, 
as how I am just so." " Nay, now thou art more and 
more unintelligible," replied the knight. " If your wor- 
ship does not understand me now," answered Sancho, '' I 
know not how to express it V for I am already at my wit's 
end, and Lord have mercy upon me." '^ O ! now I con- 
ceive thy meaning/' said the knight; " thou would'st 
say thou art so docile, gentle, and tractable, as to compre- 
hend every thing I say, and retain whatsoever I shall 
teach thee." " I'll lay a wager," said the squire, '* that 
from the beginning you knew my meaning by my mump- 
ing, but wanted to confound me by leading me into a 
thousand more blunders." "It may be so," said the 
knight, " but in reality what says Teresa ?" " Teresa," 
answered Sancho, " says I must be sharp with your wor- 
ship. • Fast bind, fast find : he that shuffles does not al- 
ways cut ; and that a bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush; now I know. that a wife's counsel is bad, but he 
that will not take it is mad." " So say I,'' rephed Don 
Quixote : " proceed, friend Sancho, you speak like an 
oracle to-day." " Why then the case is this," resumed 
Sancho ; *' your worship very well knows we are all mor- 
tal, here torday and gone to-morrow ; for the lamb goes 
as fast as the dam ; and no man in this world can promise 
himself more hours of life than God is pleased to grant 
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him; because death is deaf^ and when he knocks at the 
door of life; is always in a hurry^ and will not be detained 
either by fair means or foroe^ by sceptres or mitres^ as the 
report goes, and as we have o^n heard it declared fircm 
the pulpit" ''All this is very true/' said the knigh^ 
" but I cannot guess what you drive at'* ^ What I drive 
at^'^' answered Saneho, ''is, that your worship'^ould ap- 
point me a certain monthly sidary for the time I shall 
serve you, to be paid out of your estate ; for I don't chnse 
to depend upon recompenses that come late^ or low, or 
never. God will protect me with my own. ' In short, I 
would what I have to trust to, whether little or much ; 
for the hen clucks though but on one egg ; many littles 
make a mickle ; and he that is getting aught, is losing 
nought True it is, if it should happen, whidi I nmther 
belike nor expect, that your worship can give me that 
island you have promised me so long, I am not so greedy 
or ungrateful, but that I will suffer my rent to be ap- 
praised, and my salary deducted in due portion," *• To 
be sure, friend Sancho,*' said the *knight, '' all portions 
ought to be proportioned." '' I understand you," replied 
the squire, " I should have said proportion, instead of 
portion ; but that is of no signification, since my meaning 
is comprehended by your worship." " Aye, and so thoi- 
roughly comprehended,^' said Don Quixote, ''that I have 
penetrated into the inmost recesses of thy thoughts, and 
perceive the mark at whidi those innumerable shafts of 
thy proverbs are aimed. Look you, Sancho, I would ap- 
point thee a salary, if I could find in any history of 
knights-errant, one precedent, by which I might discover, 
or have the least glimpse of, what they used to give 
monthly or yearly : but I have carefully perused all, or 
the greatest part of those histories, and cannot remember 
io have read that any knight-errant ever paid a certain 
salary to his squire. I only know, that all of them trusted 
to favour, and when it was least in their thoughts, pro- 
vided their masters chanced to be fortunate, they found 
themselves rewarded with an island, or something equi- 

• I have substituted this play upon the word proportion, in lieu of 
'5ancho*s blundering on Rata, 
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Yoksnt, saad, at leait, were honoured with rank and title. 
If^ widi tbete kopes^ and expet^tions^ you are willing to 
idbum to my service^ do it a-God's name ; but if 3rou think 
I ^wHl unhinge and deviate from the ancient customs of 
chivalry, you see grievously mistaken : wherefore friend 
Sancho, you may go home again, and declare my inten- 
tion to your wife Theresa; and if she is pleased, and you 
are willing- to depend upon my favour, bene quidem, if 
Bot^ let us shake hands and' part : while there are peas in 
the dove«-house, I shall never want pigeons ; and remem«> 
ber, my child, that it i* better to be rich in hope, than 
poor in possession ; and that a good claim is preferable to 
bad pay; I talk in this manner, Sancho, to shew that I 
can pour forth a volley of proverbs as well as you ; and 
finally^ I must and will give you to understand, that if 
you do not choose to -serve me on those terms, and share 
my fortune, whatsoever it may be, I pray God may pros- 
per and make a saint of you ; for my part, I .shall not 
want squires more obedi^it and careful, though less trou- 
blesome and talkative than your worship/' 

When Sancho heard this firm resolution of his master, 
the sky began to lower, and down flagged the wings of 
bis heart in a moment: for he had believed that the 
knight would not set out without him, for all the wealth 
in the world. While he thus remained pensive and de- 
jected, in came Sampson Carrasco, followed by the niece, 
who was very desirous to hear with what arguments he 
would dissuade her uncle from going again in quest of 
adventures. Sampson, who was a notable wag, no sooner 
entered, than embracing the knight, as at first, he pro- 
nounced with an audible voice, " O flower of knight-er- 
rantry, resplendent sun of arms, thou glory and mirror 
^ the Spani^ nation ! may it please the Almighty, of 
his infinite power, that if any person or persons shall 
raise any impediment to obstruct thv third sally, they 
may never extricate themselves from the labyrinth of their 
desires, or accomplish what they so unjustly wish !" Then 
turning to the Duenna, " Mrs. Housekeeper," said he, 
'* you need not now repeat St. ApoUonia's prayer ; for I 
knov^ it is the precise determination of the stars, that 
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Signor Don Quixote shall again execute his new and lofty 
plan : and 1 should greatly burden my conscience if I 
forbore to intimate^ and desire, that this knight will no 
longer withhold and detain the force of his valiant aim, 
and the virtue of his heroic soul : because^ by his delay> 
he retards the righting of wroR|(s^ the protection of or- 
phans^ the honour of maidens, th^ favour of widows^ the 
support of wives, with many other things of that nature^ 
which regard, concern, depend upon^ and appertain to 
the order of knight-errantry. Qourage! Signor Don 
Quixote^ beautiful and brave; may your worship and 
grandeur set out before to-morrow morning, ; and if any 
thing be wanting to forward your expedition, here ani I, 
ready to make it good with my person and. fortune ; and 
if need be, to serve your magnificence in quality of squire; 
an office, in the execution of which I should think myself 
extremely happy.'* 

Don Quixote hearing this proffer, turned to Sancfao, 
'^ Did not I tell thee, Sancho, that I should not want for 
squires ? Take notice. who it is that offers to attend me: 
who, but the unheard-of bachelor Sampson Carrasco^ 
the perpetual darling and delight of the court-yards be* 
longing to the Salamancan schools, sound of body, strong 
of limb, a silent sufferer of heat and cold, hunger and 
thirsty and endued with all those qualifications which 
are requisite in the squire of a knight-errant : but Heaven 
will not permit me, for my own satisfaction, to break 
and demolish this pillar of learning, this urn of sciences, 
and to hew down such an eminent branch of the liberal 
arts. No, let this new Sampson stay at home, and ho- 
nour the place of his nativity, together with the grey 
hairs of his ancient parents ; while I make shift with any 
sort of squire, since Sancho will not vouchsafe to go 
along with me.'' 

" Y— yes, I do vouchsafe 1" cried Sancho, blubber- 
ing, " it shall never be said of me, dear master, that 
when the victuals were eaten up, the company, sneaked 
off ; 1 am not come of 9uch an ungrateful stock ; for all 
the world, and especially my own townsmen, know what 
sort of people the Panzas were, of whom I am descended; 
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besides^ I have perceived, and am sensible^ by many 
good works, and more good words, that your worship is 
actually inclined to do for me ; and if I have haggled 
more than enough, about my wages, it was to please my 
wife, who if she once takes in hand to persuade me to do 
any thing, no cooper's adze drivel this hoops of a barrel as 
she drives at her purpose, until she hath gained it ; but, 
after all, a man must be a man, and a woman a woman : 
now I, being a man every inch of me, when and where-* 
soever I please to shew myself, (that I cannot deny) I 
am. resolved to be master in my own house, in spite of 
the devil, the world, and the flesh ; and, therefore, your 
worship has no more to do than prepare your will, with 
the codicil, so that it cannot be rebuked ; and then let 
US! take our departure, that we may not endanger the 
soul of. Mr. Sampson, whose conscience, he says, prompts 
him to persuade your worship to, make a third sally 
through the world; and here I promise again to serve 
your worship faithfully and lawfully, as well as, and 
better than all the squires that havie attended the knightft* 
errant» either in past or present timc'V 

The bachelor was astonished at hearing the manner 
and qonclusipn of Sancho's ,speech ; for, although he had 
read the first part of his master's history, he never be- 
li^ed him so diverting as he is . ther,e represented ; but 
now, Jiearing him talk of the will and codicil that could 
not be rebuked, instead of revoked, he was convinced 
of the truth of what he had rea(l> and confirmed in the 
opijoioA of his being one of the most solemn simpletons 
of the presetnt age ; saying within himself, two such 
madmen as the master and. his squire, arenotto bepa-r 
ralleled upon earth. In fine, Don Quixote and Sancho 
were reconciled, and embraced each other ; and, in con- 
sequence of the opinion and the assent of the great Car- 
rasco, whom they looked upon as an oracle, it was de- 
termined that they should depart in three days, during 
which they would have' time to provide themselves with 
necessaries for the jouri\ey, and find a complete helmet 
for the knight, who insisted upon carrying one along 
with him into tiie field; Sampsony accordingly, under- 
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took to accominodftte faiin^ saying, he could commiond 
an hdmet that iras in the possessioa of a friend of Iik^; 
though the brightness of the metal was not a little ob- 
•cur^ by the rust and mould which it had contracted^ 

Innumerable were the curses which were vented against 
the bachelor by the housekeeper and the niece, who tore 
their hair, and scratdied their faces ; and, like the fahred 
mourners formerly in use, lamented the depaarture, as it 
had been the death of their master. But Sampson's view 
in persuadii^ him to another sally, was to execute a 
design which he had concerted with the curate and 
barber; as will appear in the sequel. In short, daring 
those three days, Don Quixote and Sancho furnished 
themselves with every thing they thought they should 
have occasion for : tibe squire pacified his wife, l^kn^t 
appeased his niece and housekeeper ; and on the evening 
erf the fourth day, without being perceived by any living 
soul but the bachelor, who insisted upon .accompanying 
them half a league out of town, they set out and took 
the road to /Toboso ; Don Quixote mounted on his trusty 
Rozinante, and Sancho throned on his old friend Dapf^e, 
with a pair of bags well-lined with belly*timber, and a 
purse of money, which his master deposited in his hands, 
in case of accidents in their expedition. 

Sampson, embracing the knight, intreated him *to 
write an account of has good or evil fortune, that he 
might congratulate or sympathize with him, as the laws 
of friendship require. Don Quixote assured him he 
would comply with his request ; the bachelor returned 
to the village, and the other two pursued dieir way 
towards the great city of Toboso. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

DON Quixote's success in his journey to visit the 

liADY DULCINEA DEL TOBOSO. 

^' Blessed be the almighty AUa !" saith Cid Hamet 
Benengeli, in the beginning of this chapter ; and this 
benediction he repeats thi^ee times, in consequence of 
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finding Don. Quixote and Sancho in the field i^ain ; obi* 
serving, that the readers of this agreeable hii^ory may 
as^re themselves that^' from this period^ the exploite of 
the knight and his squire begin. He therefore per« 
suades them to forget the former adventures of our sage 
heroy and fix their attention upon those whidi are to 
€ome; and 'which now bq^n ,on die road to Toboso, as 
'th& others took their origin in the field of Montiel; and 
^uly his demand is but reasonable^ considering the fair 
promise he makes. Thus therefore he proceeds c 

Scarce had Sampson left Don Quixote and Sanoho hy 
themselves, when Rozinante began to neigh, and Dapple 
to bray most melodiously ; a circumstance which was 
looked upon by both our adventurers as a fortunate signal 
and most happy omen ; though, to deal candidly with 
the reader^ the brayings of the ass exceeded in number 
the neigfaings of me horse ; from whence Sancho con- 
eluded, his fortune would surmount and overtop that of 
his master. But whether or not he founded his belief on 
his own knowledge injudicial astrology, t cannot deter- 
mine,: the history being silent on that subject : yet certain 
it is^ he had been heard to say, when he stumbled or fell, 
that he wished he had not sdrred over his own threshold ; 
for nothing was to be got by a stumble or fall but a torn 
shoe, or a broken bone ; and, truly, simple as he was, 
he had some reason for making that observation. 

'^Friend Sancho," said Don Quixote, ^* the night is 
so far advanced, that we shall not be able to reach To- 
boso by day -light ; yet thither I am determined to go 
before I engage in any other adventure, that I may re- 
ceive the benediction and good leave of the peerless 
Dulcinea, by the help of which I shall certainly achieve, 
and happily perform, the most perilous exploits; for 
nothing in this life exalts the value of knights-errant so 
much as the favour of their mistresses.'^ ^' I am of the 
same way of thinking," replied the squire ; '* but I be^ 
lieve your worship will find some difficulty in seeing her 
in a proper place for courtship, or indeed for receiving 
her blessing, unless she throws it over the pales of this 
.yard, through which I jsaw her^ for the ^irst time, when 
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I carried the letter that gave an account of the folly and 
mad pranks I left your W/orship committing in the heart 
of the Brown Mountain." " Didst thou then actually 
imagine/' said Don Quixote, '* that those were the pales 
of a yard^ over or through which though sawest that 
paragon of gentleness and beauty ? Certainly they could 
be po other than galleries^ arcades, or corridors, such as 
belong to rich and royal palaces.'' '' It may be so/' 
answered Sancho, " but either my memory fails me very 
much, or to me they seemed no better than the pales (^ 
a farmer's yard." *' Be that as it will," resumed Don 
Quixote, " thither we will go, and at any rate get sight 
of her ; for be it through pales, windows, crannies, or 
the rails of a garden, so the least ray of that sun of 
beauty reach mine eyes, it will enlighten my understand- 
ing,, and fortify my heart in such a manner, that I shall 
remain ,the unequ^ed phoenix of valour and discretion.** 
*' Truly, sir," said the squire, " when I saw that same 
sun of my Lady Dulcinea del Toboso, it was not so 
bright as to send iorijfi any rays at all; but the case was, 
the wheat that her ladyship was winnowing, as I told 
you before, raised such a cloud of dust about her, as 
quite darkened her countenance.'^ " Wilt thou still 
persist, Sancho," replied the knight, " in saying, think- 
ing, believing, and affirming, that my mistress Dulcinea 
was employed in such a mean office, so wide of all that 
is or ought to be practised by persons of rank, who are 
•created and reserved for other exercises and amusements, 
that denote their quality at the distance of a bow-shot ^ 
Thou seemest to forget, O Sancho ! those verses of our 
poet, in which he paints the labours that in their crystd 
bowers engrossed the, four nymphs, who raising their 
heads above the waves of their beloved Tagus, sat down 
to work in the verdant meadow those rich and silken 
webs, which, as the ingenious poet describes, were with 
gold and pearls adorned and inter weaved. . In this man- 
ner my mistress must have been employed when thou 
sawest her; but some wicked enchanter, envious of my 
happiness and fame, converts and perverts every thing 
t^iat yields me pleasure into shapes and figures different 
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firom its real appearance ; and in that history of my 
achievements^ which they say i» printed^ if the author 
be some sage^ who is an 'enemy to my success^ I am 
a&aid he hath confounded one thing with another^ and 
clogged every fact with a thousand falsehoods : strayiilg 
irom this subject, to recount actions quite foreign to the 
skilful detail of a true history. O envy ! thou root of 
infinite mischief, and canker-worm of virtue ! The 
commission of all other vices, Sancho, is attended with 
some sort of delight ; but envy produces nothing in the 
heart that harbours it but rage, rancour, and disgust." 
'^ So say I, master," answered Sancho : " and I suppose, 
in this legend or history of us, which bachelor Carrasca 
saya he has seen^ my reputation goes like a jolting hack- 
ney-coach^ and is tossed about, as the saying is, like a 
tennis-ball. Though in good faith, I never spoke an ill 
word of any enchanter whatsomever ; nor am I rich- 
einough to stir up envy in any living soul : true it is, I 
am a little waggish, and have a small spice of knavery 
at bottom : but all this is crowned and covered with the 
broad cloak of my simplicity, which is always natural 
and never affected and if there was nothing else but 
my believing, as I always do, firmly and sincerely in 
God, as well as in all that is owned and believed in the 
holy Roman Catholic church ; and being a mortal enemy, 
as I certainly am, to the Jews ; the historians ought to 
have mercy upon me^ and use me tenderly in their 
writings : but let them say what they will, I naked was 
bom, and naked remain ; and if I lose nothing, as little 
I gain: though, provided I see myself mentioned in a 
book^ and circulate through the world from hand to 
hand, I don't value what they can say of me a fig's 
end." 

*' That observation," said Don Quixote, " puts me in 
mind of what happened to a famous poet of this age, who 
having composed a severe satire against the court ladies^ 
omitted to insert one in particular, by name, so that it 
was doubtful whether or not she was implied in any part 
of the performance. The lady, thus neglected, com- 
plained to the poet, asking what he had seen in her 
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character unwdrthy of bdng described Bxndug tii^ tes^' 
and desiring him to enlarge the satire, that she might be 
included in the supplement, or look- to himself. The 
author complied with her request, lashing her in terms 
Bcvt fit to be named ; and she was perfectly well satisfied 
with the fame of being infamous. Of a piece with this 
ambition was that reported of the shepha-d "who set fire 
to the celebrated temple of Diana; reckoned one of iJie 
wonders of the world, with no oUier view than to render 
his name immortal; and although there was a severe 
edict, prohibiting all persons whatever from making 
mention of his name, either by word or writing, that he 
might not accomiflish his aim, it is very well known at 
this day, that his name was Erostratus. This likewise 
bears an affinity to that occurrence which passed at 
Rome, between diat great emperor, Charles the Fifth, 
and a certain knight. The emperor went to visit the 
famous temple of the Rotunda^ which was of old called 
the Pantheon, but is oiow more happily named the 
church of All-saints, the most entire edifice that remains 
of heathen Rome, and which most of all eVinces the 
grandeur and magnificence of its founders. It is built in 
the shape of half an orange, of a Vast extent, and very 
well lighted, though it has but one window, or rather a 
round kinthom at its top, from whence the'^mperc^ con- 
sidered the inside of the istructure^ being atteiidedby a 
Roman knight> who described the excellence and in- 
genious contrivance of that vast and memorable work ; 
and after, they had descended, said to him> ' Siuared sir, 
a thousand times was I seised with an inclination to ciasp 
your majesty^ in my arms, and throw myself down from 
the lanthom> in order to eternize my name.' ^ I thank 
you,' replied the emperor, * for having resisted such a 
wicked suggestion^ iaiid benceforwdrd will ncv» give you 
an opportunity of repeating sudi a proof of your loyalty ; 
avoid my presence, and never presume to speak to me 
again.^ But, notwithstanding ^s severe command, he 
conferred upon him some extra€M*dinary favour. My 
meaning, Sancho, is, that the desire of fame is a most 
active principle in the human breast. What dost thovi 
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imagine was the motive that pretvailed csi HohUius to 
throw himself from the bridge, omeel at all pamti^ into 
the- d^th of the river Tiber ? what induced Miitias to 
hum his hand and arm ? what impelled Cilrtius to dart 
himself into the flaming gulph which opened in the 
midst of Borne? what prompted Cassar to pass the 
Rubicon, in spite of all the unfavourable omens that 
appeared > and, to give you a more modem instance^ 
what consideration bore the ships, and left on shore, 
encompassed with enemies, those valiant Spaniards in the 
new world, under the conduct of the most, courteous 
Cortez ? All these, and many other great and various 
exploits are, were, and shall be performed, in conse- 
quence of that desire of fame, which flatters mortals with 
a share of that immortality which they deem the merited 
reward of their renowned achievements : although w^ 
Catholic Christian knights-errant ought to pay greater 
attention to that glory which is to come, and eternally 
survives within the etherial and celestial mansions, than 
to the vanity of that fame which is obtained in this 
present perishable state, and which, considered in its 
longest duration, must end at length with the world 
itself, which hath its appointed period. Wherefore, 
Sancho, our works must not exceed the limits prescribed 
by the Christian religion, which we profess. We must, 
in slaying giants, extirpate pride ; get the better of envy 
by benevolence and virtue ; resist anger with patience 
and forbearance ; conquer gluttony and sloth by tem- 
perance and watchfulness ; luxury and lewdness, by our 
fidelity to those whom we constitute mistresses of our 
inclination ; and idleness, by travelling through all parts 
of the world, in quest of opportunities to evince ourselves 
not only Christians, but, moreover, renowned knights. 
Thus, Sancho, thou seest the means of acquiring that 
superlative praise which produces fame and reputation." 
" All that your worship hath hitherto said," replied 
the squire, *' I understand perfectly well ; but for all 
that, I wish you would diss^ve me one doubt, which 
hath this moment struck me in the noddle." *' Thy 
meaning is resolve, Sancho," said the knight : ^* in good 
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time^ out with it^ and I will give tBee satisfaction^ as far 
as my own knowledge extends." ^* Tell me then, 
signor," proceeded Sancho, " where now are all those 
Julys and. Augusts, and' adventuresome knights, who 
died so long ago ?'' ** The heathens," answered Don 
Quixote, " are doubtless in hell ; and the Christians,- if 
they were good Catholics, either in purgatory gt in 
heaven." " Right," said the squire : " let us next 
inquire if the tombs that contain the bodies of that sort 
of gentry are lighted with silver lamps ; or the walls of 
their chapels adorned with crutches, winding-sheets^ 
perriwigs, legs, and eyes, made of wax ; if not, pray in 
what manner are they adorned ?" To this question Don 
Quixote answered, " That the sepulchres of the heathen 
heroes were, for the most part, sumptuous temples : the 
ashes of Julius Ceesar were placed upon the top of a 
stone pyramid, of vast dimensions still to be seen at 
Rome, under the name of St. Peter's obelisk: the 
Emperor Adrian's tomb was a building as large as a 
good • village, formerly called Moles Adriani, but at 
present the Castle of St. Angelo ; and Queen Artemisia 
buried her husband, Mausoliis, in a monument that was 
accounted one of the seven wonders of the world. But 
none of these sepulchres, nor any other belonging to the 
heathens, were adorned with shrouds, offerings, or masks, 
to note the sanctity of the persons there buried." ^' So 
I perceive," said Sancho ; '^ and now tell me whether it 
be more meritorious to slay a giant, or raise up the dead 
to life again ?" " The answer is plain," replied the 
knight : *' it is more meritorious to re-animate the dead." 
" Then I have caught you fairly," cried the squire : *' he 
who revives the dead, restores sight to the blind, 
straightens the crooked, heals the sick; before whose 
tomb the lamps continually burn, whose chapels are 
filled with devout people, who adore his relics upon 
their knees : I say he shall have more fame in this world, 
and that which is to come, than all the heathen emperors 
and knight's-errant that ever lived, have left, or will 
leave behind them.*' '' I am very sensible of the truth 
of what you allege," answered the knight. *' Now this 
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fame, this grace, this prerogative, or what you call it," 
resumed the squire, " is vested in the bodies and relics 
of the saints; and with the approbation and licence of 
our holy mother-churchy they have their lamps, tapers, 
shrouds, crutches, pictures, perriwigs, eyes, and legs, 
whereby the devotion of the people is increased, and 
their own Christian fame promulgated : the bodies and 
relics of saints are carried upon the shoulders of kings, 
who kiss the very fragments of their bones, with which 
they enrich and adorn their most precious altars and 
oratories." " What would'st thou have me infer from 
all this ?" said Don Quixote. " My meaning," replied 
Sancho, " is, that we should turn saints immediately, 
and so with the greater dispatch acquire that fame which 
we are in search of; and pray take notice, signor, it was 
but yesterday, or t'other day, as one may say in com- 
parison, that they canonized and beautified two bare- 
footed friars; and people now think it a great hap- 
piness to be allowed to touch and kiss the iron chains 
•with which they girded and tormented their poor bodies^ 
and which are in greater esteem than the sword of 
Orlando, which, as the report goes, is kept in the 
armoury of our lord the king, whom God in heaven 
bless: wherefore, dear master, it is better to be an 
humble friar of any order whatever, than the most 
valiant knight that ever breathed; for with God two 
dozen of disciplines will more avail than as many 
thousand backstrokes, whether they be bestowed on 
giants, dragons, or hobgoblins.^ " All this is very 
true," answered Don Quixote ; " but we cannot all be 
friars, and various are the paths by which God conducts 
the good to heaven. Chivalry itself is a religious order, 
and some that were knights are now saints in glory." 
*' True," resumed the squire ; '^ but I have often heard 
it observed, that there are more friars than knights in 
heaven." '* The reason," said the knight, " is, because 
th^e is a greater number of monks than of the other 
drder." " And yet there are many knights-errant," 
replied the squire. ^' There is indeed a good number," 
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answered Don Quixote; '^but very few that deserre 
the name." 

In this and other such discourse they passed that 
night and the following day, without encountering any 
thing worthy of being mentioned ; a circumstance that 
chagrined our knight not a litde. Next day, however, 
in the twilight, they descried the great city of Toboso; 
at sight of which Don Quixote's spirits were exhilarated^ 
and Sancho's depressed; because he did not know where 
to find the house of Dulcinea, whom he had never seen, 
neither had his master ever beheld this peerless princess: 
so that the one sufiered perturbation from the desire of 
seeing her^ and the other because he had not seen her ; 
and indeed Sancho could not contrive how to manage 
the affair when his master should send him to ToboKib 
In fine, Don Quixote resolved to enter the dty in the 
dark ; and with this view they tarried in a grove of odLS, 
not far from the. gate, till the night was advanced, then 
entered the town, where they met widi things which 
amount to things indeed. 



CHAP. IX. 

THAT GIVES AN ACCOUNT OP THINGS WHICH YOU "WILL 
KNOW WHSN YOU READ IT. 

It was midnight, or thereabouts, when Don Quixote 
and Sancho, leaving their covert, entered the city of To* 
boso, which was then in profound silence, all its inhabib* 
ants being asleep, and laying with out-stretched legs, as 
the saying is. The night was clear; though Sancho 
wished it otherwise, that in the darkness he might find 
an excuse for his imposition ; and nothing was heard in 
the whole town but the barking of dogs, which thuikleN 
ed in Don Quixote's ears, and very much disturbed thtf 
heart of Sancho : yet, from time to time, they were sa- 
luted by the braying of asses, the grunting of hogs, and 
the mewing of cats; which different notes hang augment- 
ed by the stillness of the night, were considered as ill 
omens by the enamoured knight, who nevertheless said 
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to his squire^ ^' Son Sancho, lead cm to the pakee of D12I- 
cinea, whom perhaps we shall find awHke." *' Body of 
the sun 1'' cried Saacho^ ^^ what palace should I lead to? 
ifrhen I saw her highness she was in a very small cottage.** 
'^ Then she must have been retired/' answered the knight^ 
'' to seme small apartment of her castle^ to divert herself 
with her damsels, according to the use and custom of 
princesses and ladies of rank." '' Signer/' sadd the squire, 
^' since your worship, in spite of all that I can say, will 
have Diy Ladv Dulcinea's house to be a castle, is this an 
hour to find the gate open ? and will it be decent for us 
to throw the whole family into confusion and uproar, by 
making a racket, and demanding entrance at this time of 
ii%ht.^ JDo you think we are going to a bad-house, 
like your fomicatorsi, who rap and knock, and enter at 
«ny hour of the four-and-twenty." ^' First of all, let us 
fairly find the castle," replied die knight, " and then I 
will tell thee what is to be done ; and take notice, Sancho, 
for either mine eye-sight fails me, or that great shadowy 
building before us is Sie palace of Dulcinea." '^ Advance 
then," answered Sancho ; ^'perhaps it may be so: and yet, 
though I should see it with mine eyes, and touch it .with 
my hands, I will believe it as much as I believe it is now 
twelve o'clock at noon." 

Don Quixote, however, proceeded ; and having gone 
about two hundred paces, came up with the building that 
produced the shadow, and perceiving it an high steeple, 
found it was no castle, but in reality the principal church 
in the town. *' We are arrived at the cathedral, Sancho," 
Mtdd he. " So I perceive/' replied the squire, " and God 
ipsant we be not arrived at our graves! for it is no good 
tign to be strolling about church-yards at these hours : 
besides, I have already told your worship, (if my memory 
serves me right) that my lady's house stands in a blind 
alley." " The curse of God light on thee for a blockhead 
as dioa art!" cried Don Quixote, '^ where didst thou 
ever hear of castlesand royal palaces built in blind alleys?" 
*' Signor," answered Sancho, *^ every country has its own 
customs ; and perhaps it is the custom here, in Toboso, 
U> raise paj^ices and grand edifices in blind alleys : I ther&- 
q2 
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fore humbly beseech your worship to let me search aU 
the streets and alleys I shall meet with ; and who knovs 
but in some comer I may light on this same castle^ which 
I wish the dogs had devoured^ before it had .brought us 
to such perplexity and confusion ?" '^ Talk respectfully, 
Sancho^ of those -things that appertain to my mistress/' 
said the knight ; " let us spend our holiday in peace^ and 
not throw the helve after the hatchet." " Well> I will be 
pacified^" answered the squire ; '' though how can I en- 
dure your worship should expect that I^ who have .seen 
my lady's house but once^ should know it always, and 
even find it out in the middle of the night, when you 
yourself are at a loss, though you must have seen it a 
thousand times." " You distract me, Sancho," cried Dcm 
Quixote : ^^ hark ye, heretic, have I not told you a thou- 
sand times, that in all the days of my life I never saw the 
peerless Duldnea, nor ever crossed the threshold of her 
palace, being only enamoured by hearsay, and the great 
reputation of her beauty and discretion." '^ I hear your 
worship say so now," replied Sancho ; *' and tell you in 
my turn, that if you have not seen her, no more have I." 
^' That is impossible," resumed the knight; "at least you 
told me you had seen her winnowing wheat, when yon 
brought back an answer to the letter with which I sent 
you to her habitation." " Truly, signor, you must not 
depend upon that," answered Sancho; "for you must 
know my seeing her, and bringing back the answer, was 
also upon hearsay ; and I am as incapable of giving any 
account of the Lady Dulcinea, as I am of pulling the xnooa 
by the nose." " Sancho ! Sancho !" said Don Quixot^, 
" there is a < time for iesting, and a time when jokes are 
very unseasonable : though I say I have never seen, or 
spoke with the mistress of my soul, there is no reason for 
thy making the same declaration, which thou knowest is 
so contrary to the truth." 

While they thus conversed together, they perceived a 
peraon passing that way with a couple of mules ; and by 
the noise of a plough-share, which they dragged along, 
just concluded that he was a peasant who had risen before 
^y to go to labour : they were not mistaken ; it was ac- 
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taally a labourer^ who went along singing the baUad of 
Ronciesvalles ;* which the knight no sooner heard than he 
exdnimed, " Let me die, Sancho ! if any thing lucky will 
befall us to-night : don't you hear wnat that peasant is 
singing ?" " Yes/' said Sancho ; *' but what has the de- 
feat at Roncesvalles to do with our affair? If he had sung 
the ballad of Cala3aios, it would have been the same thing 
with regard to our good or evil fortune." 

Don Quixote said to the peasant, who was bv this time 
come up, " Can you tell me, honest friend, and the bless- 
ing of God attend vou, in what part of this city stands the 
psdace of the peerless Princess Donna Duldnea del To- 
boeo?" *' Signor," answered the young man, " I am a 
«tranger, and have been but a few days in town, in the 
service of a rich farmer, whose lands I till ; but in that 
faonse that fronts you, live the curate and sexton of the 
parish, and either, or both can give your worship an ac- 
count of that same princess ; for they keep a register of 
all the inhabitants of Toboso, though I believe there is 
no such thing as a princess in the whole place: there are 
indeed manv ladies of fashion, and every one may be a 
princess in her own house." ** She whom I ask for must 
be one of these," said the knight. ** It may be so," an- 
swered the peasant ; " but I shall be overtaken by the 
morning.'' So saying, he drove on his mules, without 
waiting for any more questions. 

Sancho, seeing his master in suspense, and over and 
above dissatisfied, "Signor," said he, "day begins to 
break, and it will not be altogether convenient to let the 
sun find us here in the street : we had better quit the 
city, and look out for some wood in the neighbourhood, 
where your worship may enjoy the cool shade ; and I 
will return by day, and search every hole and cranny in 
Toboso for this house, castle, or palace of my lady, and 
it will be very unfortunate indeed if I cannot find it ; 
and if I have the good luck to meet with her ladyship, I 
will tell her where and how I have left your worship, in 
expectation of her contriving some means whereby you 

• Like our Chevy-chase. 
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may visit her^ without any prejudice to her honoiir'aQd 
reputation." 'f Sancho/' cried Don Quixote^ " thoa hast 
uttered a thousand sentences within the compass of a few 
words: the couns^ thou hast given me I relish^ and 
most willingly receive. Come, my son, let us go in quest 
of some thicket, where I may embower myself, while 
thou shalt return to seek, see, and talk with my mistress, 
from whose courtesy and discretion I hope to eeceive 
more than miraculous favours." 

Sandio burned with impatience to see his master fiiiiiy 
out of town, that he might not detect the falsehood e£ 
the answer which he pretended to bring from Dulcinea, 
while he remained in the Brown Mountain : he therefiire 
pressed him to depart, and about two miles from the dty 
they found a thicket or wood, where Don Quixote took 
up his residence, while Sancho went back to conmErane 
with Dulcinea ; and, in the course of his embassy, met 
with adventures that demand new credit and firesfti at- 
tention. 



CHAPTER X. 

HOW SANCHO CUNNINGLY FOUND OUT A WAY TO EN- 
CHANT THE LADY DULCINEA ,* WITH OTHEB PA8SAaE3, 
NO LESS CEBTAIN THAN BIDICULOUS. 

The author of this stupendous history, when he oomes 
to relate what is contained in this chapter, says, he would 
have willingly passed it over in silence, because he was 
afraid it would not be believed ; for here the madness of 
Don Quixote soars to the highest pitch of extravagance 
that can be imagined, and even by two bow-shots, at 
least, exceeds all credit and conce;>tion : yet, notwith- 
standing this jealousy and apprehension, he has recounted 
it in the siune manner as it happened, without adding to 
the history, or detracting one tittle from the truth, un- 
dervaluing the risk he runs of being deemed apocryphal: 
and surely he was in the right, for truth may bend, but 
will never break, and always surmounts falsehood, as oil 
floats above water. Wherefore he proceeds in the nar- 
rative, saying : 
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Don Quixote having taken his station in the forest^ 
grove, or wood, near the great city of Toboso, ordered 
Sancho to go back to town, and not return to his pre- 
s^ice before he should have spoken to his mistress, and 
begged in his name that she would be pleased to grant 
an interview to her captive knight, and deign to bestow 
upon him her blessing, through which he might expect 
the most ba^^y issue to all his attempts and enterprizes. 

The squire having undertaken to execute this com- 
Hiaiid» and to bring back as favourable an answer as he 
had brought the first time — ^^'Go, my son," said the 
knight, ^' and be not confounded when you find yourself 
beamed upon by that resplendent sun of beauty which is 
the object of your inquiry : happy thou, above all the 
squires that ever lived ! Be sure to retain in thy memory 
every circumstance of thy reception; observe if she 
changes colour, while thou art delivering my message ; 
if she is discomposed, and under confusion at the men- 
tion of my name; whether she sinks upon her cushion, 
or happens at the time to be seated under the rich ca- 
nopy of her authority : if she be standing, take notice 
whether or not she sometimes supports herself on one 
foot, sometimes on the other ; and if she repeats her 
answer more than once, changing it from kind to harsh, 
from sour to amourous ; and if she lifls Up her hand to 
adjust her hair, although it be not disordered : finally, 
son, mark all her gestures and emotions ; and if thou 
bringest me an exact detail of them, I shall be able to 
divine her most abstruse sentiments, touching the con- 
cerns of my passion ; for know, Sancho, if thou art still 
to learn, among lovers, the least gesticulation in their 
external behaviour, while the conversation turns upon 
their amours, is, as it were, a messenger that brings a 
most eeftain account of what passes within the souL Gro, 
friend, and enjoy thy fate, so much more favourable than 
thy master's ; and return with much more success than 
diat which I dread and expect in this solitude, where I 
now remain." " I go," replied Sancho, '^ and will re- 
turn in a twinkling ; therefore, good your worship, do 
encourage that little heart of .yours, which, at present; 
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must be no bigger than a hazel nut : and, oonsider; as 
the saying is, a stout heart flings misfortune ; where 70a 
meet wi^ no hooks, you need expect no bacon ; and 
again, the hare often starts, where the hunter least ex- 
pects her. This I observe, because, though we did not 
find the palace and castle of my lady in the night, now 
that it is day, I hope to stumble upon it, when I least 
expect to see it ; ana if so be I once catch it, let me alone 
with her." ** Sancho,'' said the knight, " God srant me 
better fortune in my desires, than you have in tne appli* 
cation of the proverbs you utter." 

This was no sooner said, than Sancho, switching 
Dapple, quitted the knight, who remained on horseback, 
resting his legs upon his stirrups, and leaning upon his 
lance, his imagination being engrossed by the most me- 
lancholy suggestions. H^e let us leave him, and pro- 
ceed with Sancho Pansa, who parting from his master, 
in equal perplexity and confusion^ no sooner found him- 
self clear of the wood, than looking back, and perceiv- 
ing that Don Quixote was not in si^t, he alighted fitnn 
his ass, and sitting down at the root of a tree, began to 
catechize himself in these words : '^ Brotb^ Sancho, be 
so good as to let us know where your worship is going? 
No, truly. What then is your errand ? Why, really, I' 
am going in search of a thing of nought, a princess, God 
wot, and in her, the sun, and the whole heaven of beauty. 
And pray where may you expect to meet with this that 
you mention, Sancho ? Where, but in the great city of 
Toboso ? Well, and by whose order are you going upon 
this inquiry ? By order of the renowned knight, Daa 
Quixote de la Mancha, the righter of wrcHigs, who gives 
thirst to the hungry, and food to those that are dry. All 
this is mighty well : but do you know the house, Sancho ^ 
My master says it must be some royal palace or stately 
castle. But have you never once seen this same princess f 
Neither I nor he ever set eyes on her. And do you think 
it will be well bestowed if the inhabitants of Toboso, 
getting notice that you are come with an intentic»i to 
wheedle away their princesses, and disturb their dame^ 
should break every bone of your skin, and grind your 
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zibs to apaste, with pure cudgelling? Verily they would 
Bot be much to blame, unless they considered that I do 
nothing but execute my master's command, and being 
caalj a messenger, am not in fault. Never trust to that, 
fiancho ; for ^e Manchegans are as choleric as honour- 
able, and will hot suffer themselves to be tickled by any 
person whatever. £cod ! if you are once smoked, you 
will come but scurvily off. Bodikins ! since that be the 
case, why should I plague myself seeking a cat with 
three legs for another man's pleasure? Besides, you 
may as well seek for a magpye in Rabena, or a bachelor 
in Salamanca, as for Duldnea in Toboso. The devil, 
and none but the devil, has sent me on this fool's er* 
jrandl" 

The result of this soliloquy was another, that broke 
out in these words : " There is a remedy for everything 
but death, under whose yoke we must all pass, will we 
ziill we, when this life is at an end. This master of mine, 
as I have perceived by a thousand instances, is mad 
enough to be shackled among straw ; and truly I am not 
much behind him in folly : nay, indeed, I am more mad 
than he, seeing I serve and follow him, if there be any 
truth in the proverb that says, ' Tell me your company, 
and I will tell you your manners f and the other, ' Not 
be with whom you was bred, but he by whom you are 
fed.' Now he being, as he certainly is, a madman, aye, 
and so mad as to mistake one thing for another, affirm- 
ing white to be black, and black to be white ; as 
plainly appeared when he took the windmills for giants, 
the mules of the friars for dromedaries, the flocks of 
flheep for opposite armies, and a great many other things 
in the same s^le ; I say, it will be no difficult matter to 
make him believe the first country wench I shall meet 
with to be his mistress Dulcinea : and if he boggles at 
swallowing the cheat, I will swear lustily to the truth of 
what I affirm ; and if he swears also, I will swear again; 
and if he is positive, I will be more positive ; so that 
come what will, my obstinacy shall always exceed his. 
Perhaps' by this stubborn behaviour, I smdl get rid of 
all such troublesome messages for the future, when he 
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finds what disa reeable answers I bring; or perhaps^ 
which I rather believe, he will think that <me of those 
enchanters, who he says bear him a gmdge, has trans- 
mographied her shape, in order to vex and disquiet him." 

Sanchoi having found out this expedient, was quite 
calm and satisfied in his mind, and thinking he had 
Inronght the business to a good bearing, remained where 
he was till the evening, that Don tjuixote might think 
that he had sufficient time to execute his orders, and 
return. Every thing succeeded so well to his wish, that 
when he got up to mount Dapple, he descried three 
country wenches riding from Toboso towards the place 
where ne stood, upon three young he or she asses, for 
the author does not declare their sex: though in all like* 
lihood . they were of the female gender, as your village 
maidens commonlv ride upon she asses : but this being 
a circumstance of small importance, we shall n«it give 
ourselves any trouble to ascertain it. 

In short, Sancho no sooner perceived the wenches^ 
than he rode back at a round trot to his master, whom 
he found sighing bitterly, and pouring forth a thousand 
amorous complaints: the knight seeing him arrive, 
''Well, friend Sancho," said he, ''is this day to be 
marked with a white or black stone ?** " Your worship,** 
answered the squire, " had better mark it with red odure, 
like the titles on a professor* s chair, that it may be seen 
the better by those who look at it" " At that rate,'* 
replied Don Quixote, " thou bringest me good news." 
" So good,'' answered Sancho, " that your worship has 
nothing to do but to mount Rozinante, and gallop into the 
plain, where you will see my^ Lady Dulcinea del Toboso 
and two of her damsels coming this way to pay you a 
visit." "Gracious God!" cried the knight, "what is 
that you say, friend Sancho? Take care how you de> 
ceive me, endeavouring by feigned joy to enliven my 
sadness.*' " What should I get by deceiving your wor- 
ship ?" said the squire ; " besides, you can easily be 
satisfied of the truth of what I say ; make haste, signer, 
come and see our mistress the princess, arrayed and 
adorned; in shorty as she ought to be: her damsda and 
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she are all one flame of gold ; all covered with peark, 
diamonds, rubies, and brocade, more than ten hands 
deep ; their hair flowing loose about their shoulders, like 
so many sun-beams waving with the wind : and, more- 
over, they are mounted on three pyed bellfr^s, that it 
would do one's heart good to see them." '* Palfreys you 
mean, Sancho," said the knight '' There is no great 
diffiarence," answered the squire, '^ between palfreys and 
bellfireys ; but be thi^ as it will, they are the finest crea^ 
tUTOS one would desire to see, especially my Lady Dul- 
cinea, who is enough to stupify the senses." ^' Come 
then, my son,'' replied Don Quixote, '^ and as a gratuity 
£br bringing Ais piece of news, equally welcome and 
unexpected, I bestow upon thee the spoils of the first 
adventure I shall achieve ; and if thou art not satisfied 
with that recompense, I will give unto thee the foals that 
shall this year be brought forth by my three mares, 
whi<di thou knowest we left with young upon our town 
common." " I stick to the foals," cried the squire, "for 
as to the spoils of our first adventure, I question whether 
or not diey will be worth accepting." 

By the time they were clear of the wood, and in siffht 
of the three country maidens ; when the knight lifting 
up his eyes, and surveying the whole road to Toboso, 
without seeing any thing but them, began to be troubled 
in mind, and asked Sancho if the ladies had got out of 
town when he left them. " Out of town ?" said Sancha 
'* What are your worship's eyes in the nape of your neck, 
that you don't see them coming towards us, glittering 
and shining like the sun at noon ?'* '' I see nobody,'^ 
replied the knight, " but three country wenches riding 
upon asses." "God deliver me from the devil!'' cried 
die squire, " is it possible that three bellfteys, or how- 
d'ye call-ums, white as the driven snow, should appear 
no better than asses in your worship's eyes? By tlie 
Lord ! I'd give you leave to pluck off every hair of my 
beard if that be the case." " Then I tell thee, Sancho," 
said his master, " they are as certainly he or she asses as 
I am Don Quixote, and thou Sancho Panza, at least so 
Aey seem to me." " Hold your tongue^ signor/' re- 
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plied Sancho, ** and never talk in that manner^ but snuff 
your eyes^ and go and make your reverence to the mis- 
tress of your he^^ who is just at hand." 
. So sayings he advanced towards the damsels^ and 
alighting from Dapple, seized one of the beasts by the 
halter ; and fell upon his knees before the rider, to. whom 
he addressed himself in this manner : ^' Queen/ princess, 
and duchess of beauty, will your highness and greatness 
be pleased to receive into grace and favour your captive 
knight, who sits there, stupified to stone, utterly con- 
founded and deprived of pulse, at seeing himself in 
presence of vour magnificence : I am Sancho Panza his 
)»quire, and he is the perplexed and down-trodden knight 
Don Quixote de La Mancha, alias the knight of the 
Rueful Counteri^nce." 

By this time Don Quixote, having placed himself on 
his knees by Sancho, gazed with staring eyes and 
troubled vision upon the object which the squire called 
queen and princess ; and perceiving nothing but a country 
wench's visage, and that none of uie most agreeable, for 
it was round and flat-nosed, he remained in the utmost 
confusion and surprize, without daring to open his lips. 
The other two damsels were equally astonished at seeing 
a couple of such different figures kneeling before their 
companion, whom they had detained ; but she, breaking 
silence, pronounced in a most ungracious and resentful 
manner : " Get out of the way, and let us pass, for we 
are in a hurry." To this apostrophe Sancho rqplied, 
" O princess and universal lady of Toboso ! do not your 
magnificent bowels yearn, to see upon his marrow-bones 
before your sublimated presence, the very pillar and prop 
of knight-errantry ?'* One of the other two hearing 
this pathetic remonstrance, bawled aloud, '^ Would I had 
the curr3ring that ass's hide of thine : mind, forsooth, 
how your small gentry come and pass their gibes upon us 
country folks ; as if we could not give them as good 
as they bring ; go about your business, friend, and leave 
us to mind our'n, and so God b'w'ye." 

Here the knight interposing, said, " Rise, Sancho, I 
can plainly perceive that fortune, not yet tired of perse- 
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cuting me, hath barred every avenue by which any 
comfort could arrive at the miserable soul that this car- 
case contains : and thou ! the essence of every thing that 
is desirable in nature, thou sum of human perfection; 
and sole remedy of this afflicted heart, by which thoU 
art adored ! although that malicious enchanter, my inve- 
terate enemy, hath spread clouds and cataracts before 
mine eyes, to them and them only changing and trans- 
forming thy unequalled beauty into the appearance of a 
poor country wench ; if he hath not also altered my figure 
into that of some frightful spectre horrid to thy view, 
deign to look upon me with complacency and love : be- 
cause thou mayest perceive, by this submissive posture 
I have assumea, even before thy person thus disguised, 
the humility with which my soul adores thy charms.'* 
" You may go kiss my grannam," cried the damsel, 
'^ I'm a fine madam, truly, to hear such gibberish ; we 
should be more obliged to you if you will get out of our 
way, and let us go about our own affairs." 

Sancho accordingly quitted his hold, leaving her free 
to go whether she would, and highly pleased with the 
issue of his stratagem. The suppositious Dulcinea no 
sooner found herself at liberty, than pricking her palfrey 
with a goad, which was in tne end of a stick she had in 
her hand, the creature galloped across the field with 
great speed, and feeling the application more severe than 
usual, began to plunge and kick in such a manner, that 
my lady fell to the ground. Don Quixote perceiving this 
accident, ran with great eagerness to raise her up, and 
Sancho made haste to adjust and gird on the pannel^ 
which had got under the ass's belly. This affair being 
set to rights, the knight went to lift his enchanted mis- 
tress in his arms, and place her on her seat again ; but 
she, starting up from the ground, saved him the trouble ; 
for, retreating a few paces backward, she made a small 
run, and clapping both hands upon the crupper, leaped 
upon the pannel as nimble as a falcon, seating herself 
astride like a man. 

" By St. Roque !" cried Sancho, " my lady mistress 
is as light as a hawk, and can teach the most dexterous 
horseman to ride ; at one jump she has sprung into the 
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flftddle^ and without spurs makes her palfrey fly like aa^ 
zebra.: and truly^ her damsels are not a whit behind : for 
fhey go scouring along as swift as the wind." This was 
actually true ; for Dulcinea was no sooner remounted 
than the other two trotted after^ and at last disappeazed, 
aflfcer haying gone more than half a league^ at full speed, 
without once looking behind them. 

Don Quixote followed them with Ins eyes, until they 
vanished; then turning to his squire, '' Sancho,'' said 
he, '^ thou seest how I am persecuted by enchanters, and 
mayest perceive how far the malice aiid gru^e they 
bear me extends; seeing they have defHrived me of the 
pleasure I should have enjoyed at the sight of my mis- 
tress in her own beauteous form. Surely I was bom to 
be an example of misery ; the very mark and butt for all 
the arrows of misfortunes ; nay, thou art also to observe, 
Sancho, that those traitors were not contented w^ a 
simple metamorphosis of my Dulcinea, but have trans- 
formed and changed her into the base- and homely figure 
of that country wench ; robbing hfx, at the same time, 
of that which is so peculiar to ladies of fashion — I mean 
that sweet scent which is the result of thdr living among 
flowers and perfume : for know, my friend, when I went 
to lift Dulcinea upon her palfrey, as thou sayest it waa, 
though to me it seemed neithor more nor less than a die- 
ass, I was almost suffocated and poisoned with a whiff of 
nndigested garlic !" 

''O! ye miscreants!" cried Sancho, "O! ye mali- 
cious and mischievous enchanters ! would to Gkxl I could 
^ee you all strung by the gills, like so many haddocks ! 
much you know, much you can, and much mcnre wiU 
you still be doing. Was it not enough^ ye knaves, to 
change the pearls of my lady's eyes into a couple of 
cork-tree galls, and her hair of shining gold into bristles 
of a red cow's tail ; and in short, to transmography every 
feature of her countenance without your meddling with 
the sweetness of her breath, by which we might have 
discovered what was concealed beneath that bark fof 
homeliness ; though, to tell the truth, I saw not her 
homeliness biit beauty, which was exceedingly increased 
by a mole upon her upper lip, something like a whisker. 
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consi^ng of seven or eiffht red hairs^ like threads of 
^Id^ as long as ray hand." *' According to the corres- 
pondence which the moles of the face have with those of 
the body/' said Don Quixote, " Dulcinea must have 
just such another on the brawny x^^rt of her thigh, of the 
same side ; but hairs of such a length are, methinks, 
rather too long for moles." ** I do assure your worship/' 
answered Sandio, '' they seemed as if they had come 
into the world with her." '^ I very well believe what 
you say,* my friend," replied the knight ; " for nature 
hath bestowed nothing on Dnldnea but what is perfectly 
Pushed ; wherefore, if thou hadst seen an hundred sudk 
snoles, in her they would be so many moons and resplen- 
dent stars : but tell me, Sancho, that which you adjusted, 
and which to me seemed a pannel, was it a plain pad or 
side-saddle ?" " It was a great side- saddle/' answered 
the squire, '^ so rich, that half the kingdom would not 
buy it." '^ And why could I not see sdl this," said the 
knight **1 say again, Sancho, and will repeat it a 
thousand times, that I am the most unfortunate of men." 
. The rogue, Sancho, finding his master so dexterously 
gulled, and hearing him talk in this mad strain, could scarce 
refVain from laughing in his face ; in fine, a good deal 
more of this sort of conversation having passed between 
them, they remounted their beasts, and took the road to 
Saragossa, where they expected to arrive time enough to 
be present at the solemn festival yearly celebrated in that 
famous city ; but, before they accomplished their journey, 
they met with adventures which, for their variety, no- 
velty, and greatness, deserve to be read and recorded, 
as in the sequel* 

CHAPTER XI. 

OP THE STUPENDOUS ADVENTURE THAT BEFELL THE 
VALOROUS DON QUIXOTE WITH THE CHARIOT OF THE 
COURT OF PARLIAMENT OF DEATH. 

BoN Quixote jogged along exceedingly pensive, his 
thoughts being engrossed by the scurvy trick which the 
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enchanters had plaved him^ in transforming his mistress 
Dulcinea into the oisagreeable figure of a country wench; 
and he could not conceive what remedy he should find 
for restoring her to her former shape. So much was he 
absorbed in this reflection^ that he insensibly dropped 
the reins upon the neck of Rozinante^ who being sensible 
of the liberty he enjoyed, at every two steps turned aside 
to take a pluck at the inviting pasture with which those 
fields abounded. At length Sahcho Panza roused him 
from this fit of musing, saying, '* Signor, melancholy was 
not made for beasts, but for men ; and yet if men en- 
courage melancholy too much, they become no better 
than beasts : good your worship be contented, mind what 
you're about, take hold of Rozinante's reins, rouse up, 
awake, and shew that gaiety which all knights- errant 
ought to have. What the devil is the meaning of all this 
faint-heartedness ? Sure you don't know whether we 
are here or in France ! Let Satan rather run away with 
all the Dulcineas upon earth ; for the health of one single 
knight is of more value than all the enchanted persons 
or transformations that ever were known." '' Peace, 
Sancho," cried Don Quixote^ with a voice that was none 
of the faintest, " Peace, I say; and utter not such blas- 
phemies against that enchanted lady, of whose disgrace 
and misfortune I am the sole cause ; for, from the envy 
of my wicked foes, her mischance hath sprung.** *' So 
say I," answered Sancho : ** for he that hath seen her 
before, let him look at her now, and her fortune deplore." 
'^ Well mayest thou make that observation, Sancho/' said 
the knight, *' seeing thou sawest her in the full perfec- 
tion of her beauty ; as the enchantment did not extend 
so far as to disturb thy vision, or conceal her charms 
from thy view : no ! against me alone, and my longing 
eyes, was the force of its poison directed ! Yet never- 
tneless, Sancho, I cannot help observing, that you made 
but an indifferent picture of her beauty ; for if I rightly 
remember, you likened her eyes to pearls: now eyes 
resembling pearls are more peculiar to dead whitings 
than to living beauties ; and, in my conjecture, Dulcinea*s 
must be rather like green emeralds, arched over with 
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two Gelestial rainbows : those pearls^ therefore, must be 
compared . to her teeth, which, without doubt, you have 
jmstaken for her eyes." "Nothing more likely,'"an- 
swered the squire, '' for I was as much confounded by her 
beauty as your worship by her ugliness ; but let us re- 
conmiend this whole business to God^ who fore-ordains 
every thing that is to happen in this vale of tears ; in 
this evil world of our's, where scarce any thing is to be 
had without a mixture' of falsehood, knavery, and sin. 
One thing, dear sir, of all others, gives me the greatest 
pain, and that is, to think what method is to be fallen 
.upon, when your worship, after having vanquished some 
^iant or knight, shall command him to go and present 
himself before the beauty of the lady Dulcinea ; where 
will ihis poor giant, or this poor miserable object of a 
vanquished knight, find out the person to whom he is 
sent? Methinks I see them strolling up and down, and 
gaping about through the streets of Toboso, in quest of 
my Lady Dulcinea ; and if they should stumble upon 
her in tneir way, they would no more know her than 
they would know my father." *' Sancho,*' resumed Don 
Quixote, '^ perhaps the enchantment will not extend so 
far as to disguise Dulcinea to the eyes of those vanquished 
^ants and knights who shall present themselves before 
her ; and in one or two of the first whom I shall conquer 
and send thither, we will make the experiment, com- 
manding, them to return and give me an account of what 
ishall hsqppen to them with regard to that affair." '' Truly 
signor," said Sancho, *' I heartily approve of your wor- 
ship's scheme, because by this artifice we will soon learn 
what we want to know ; and if so be that she is only cour 
cealed from your worship, you are the most unfortunate 
person of the two : for as my lady Dulcinea enjoys good 
health . and satisfaction, we will comfort ourselves, and 
make the best of a bad bargain, going about in quest of 
adventures, and leaving the rest to lime, who is the best 
physician for these and other great calamities." 

Don Quixote would have replied, but was prevented 
by the appearance of a sort of waggon that crossed the 
road, full of the strangest figures that can be imagined, 
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and conducted by afiightfuldsemonthatdrovethe-mules^ 
The cart being sJtogether open, without tilt orco\«r, the 
first figure that struck the eyes of Don Quixote was death 
itself in human shape ; next to which appeared an «igel^ 
with broad painted wings : on one side stood an 'emperor, 
with a crown (seemingly) of gt^d npon his bead ; and 
hai>d by death was the god of Cupid^ with his bow, quiver, 
and arrows, but without the bandage on his eyes : there 
was likewise a knight armed cap-a-pee, esoept that he 
wore neither helmet nor head-piece, but a hat afdot«ned 
witli a plume of variegated feathers. Besides tiiese, there 
were other personages of different ceuntenanoes and 
dress ; 86 that the wbole groupr appearing of a sndden, 
discomposed our hero a little, and filled the heart <if 
Sancho with fear ; but Don Quixote soon ivcoUected 
liimself, and rejoiced, because he looked upon it as BOHie 
new and perilous adventure. On ^is supposition, an^ 
with an effort of courage capable of encountering tiie 
greatest danger, he placed himself beware the wain, sqnA 
with a loud threatening voice pronounced, " Driv^*, 
coachman, devil, or whatsoever thou art, tell tne straight 
whither thou art going, and who those people are whom 
thou drivest in that carriage, which looks more like 
Charon's bark than any modem v^idle." The devil, 
stopping his waggon, very courteously repKed, '^'•Signer, 
we are players ^longing to the company of Angela el 
Malo, and have this morning, which is the octav« of 
Corpus Christi, been representing, in a viHs^e on die 
other side of yon hill, the piece called * The Parliament 
of Death', which we are going to act over agaon tliis very 
evening in that other village now in sight ; we t^ere^ore, 
travel in our habits, to save ourselves the trouUe ef un- 
dressing and dressing anew: this young man plasys the 
part of death, that other represents an angel ; die woman, 
who is the author's wife, acts the queen ; he, with the 
plume of feathers, is our hero; the emperor you may 
distinguish by his gilded crown; and I am the devil, 
which is one of the best characters in the pei^4M-mance ; 
for I myself am the ohief actor of tins company, if yonr 
worship is desirous of knowing any thing else conceming 
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43ur aAttrs, qnest&oii me fueeljr, and I -will anuwtir with 
line utmost punctuaiity ; for being a devil I understand 
every thing/' 

«' Sj the fskb of a kiHght-errant !" said Don Quixote. 
'' Wfhexi I first desoribed ^ waggon^ I thought myself 
«n the e^ <if some great adventure; and now I affirm, 
diiit a man oaght to examine Ihings with more senses 
than one, befiire he can be assured of the truth : proceed^ 
my honest friends, a God's name, m order to exhibit your 
enteitainmeBt, and if I can serve you m any respect, y<^u 
may command my endeavours, which shall be heartily 
and freely exerted for yoar advantage; for froia my 
driidhood I have been a great lover of nuusks and 
theatrical representations." 

While this conversation passed between them, they 
cphanced to be overtaken by one of the company, dressed 
in mody, kang round witb a number of morrice-bdds, 
with a pole in his hand, to the end of which were tied 
three blown ox-bladders. This merry-asidrew advancing 
to Dan Qaixote, began to fence with his pole, beating 
the ground wddi his bladders, and skipping about, so 
that his bells rang continually ; till at length Rozinante, 
being disturbed at the uncommon apparition, took the 
bridle between his teeth ; imd the knight being unable 
to restrain him, began to gallop across the pkin with 
more iiimbleness than could have been expected from the 
bones of his anatomy. Sancho, seeing his master in 
danger of falling, leaped from Dapple, and ran widi all 
dispatch to give him all possible assistance ; but, before 
be came up, the knight was thrown close by Rozinante, 
who had come to the ground with his lord; and this was 
the usual end and consequence of all his frolicsome ad- 
ventttres. Scarce had SandM quitted his beast, to run 
to the assistance of his master, when the bladder-shaking 
devil jumped upon Dapple, and began to belabour him, 
with his raittle; so that being frightened at the noise, 
radier than with the smart qf the application, he took to 
his heels, aiad flew towards the village where they in- 
tended to perform. Sancho, seeing, at the same time, 
the 'Cureer of Dapple, and his master's fall, scarce knew 
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which of these misfortunes he ought first to remedy: bat 
at lengthy aa became a loyal servant and trusty squire^ 
his love for his master prevailed over his tenderness for 
the beast; though every time he saw the bladders raised 
aloft) and discharged upon Dapple's buttocks^ he felt the 
pangs and tortures of death, and would rather have re- 
ceived every thwack upon die apple of his own eye^ than 
have seen it fall upon &e least hair of his ass's taila 

In this state of perplexity and tribulation, he arrived 
at the place where Don Quixote lay, in a very indiSerent 
plight, and helping him to mount Kozinante, *' SigncNr/' 
said he, " the devil has run away with Dapple." *' Which 
devil?" cried the knight. '' He with the blaicjder^" 
answered the squire. " I will retrieve him/* replied 
Don Quixote, *' even if he should conceal him in the 
darkest and deepest dungeon in hell ; follow me, Sancbo, 
the waggon moves slowly, and the mules shall atone for 
the loss of Dapple/' 

'' There is no occasion for putting ourselves to that 
trouble," said the squire ; " good your worship, be paci- 
fied ! for I see the devil has quitted my ass> and returned 
to the rest of the crew." 

This observation was actually true ; Dapple and his 
new rider had come to the ground, in imitation of the ' 
knight and Eozinante: upon which the devil trudged 
on foot to the village, and the ass returned to his right 
owner. " For all that," said Don Quixote, '' it will not 
be amiss to punish the troop for that devil's incivility, 
though it should be in the person of the emperor him- 
self" " I hope your worship's imagination will harbcNir 
no such thoughts,'' answered Sancho : '' take my advice 
and never meddle with players, who are a set of pec^e 
in such high favour with the public, that I have known 
an actor taken up for two murders, and yet escape scot 
free : your worship must know, that being the ministers 
of mirth and pleasure, they are favoured, protected, 
assisted, and esteemed by every body; especially if they 
■belong to the king's company, or to some grandee ; in 
which case all, or most of them, look like princes in their 
manners and dress/' ^^ Neveiitheless," replied the knight. 
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'f' that farcical devil shall not escape unpunished^ or ap* 
plaud himself for what he has done^ though all mankind 
shoilld appear in his favour." 

So sayings he tode towards the waggon^ which was 
by this time pretty near the village, and called aloud, 
^* Stay, ray merry men ; halt a little, and I will teach 
you how to treat the asses and cattle belonging to the 
squires of knights-errant" Don Quixote hallooed so 
loud as to be heard and understood by the people in the 
waggon, who judging by his words the intention of the 
speaker, death instantly jumped out of the cart, and was 
followed by the emperor, the devil driver, and the angel, 
with the queen and Cupid in their train ; in short, the 
whole company armed themselves with stones, and draw- 
ing up in order of battle, stood without flinching to re- 
ceive the assailant at point of pebble. 

The knight perceiving them arranged in such a for- 
midable squadron, their arms lifted up in a posture 
that threatened a power^l discharge of stones, checked 
Rozinante. and began to consider in what manner he 
should attack them, with least hazard to his person. 
During this pause, Sancho came up^ and seeing him bent 
upon assaulting such a well-compacted brigade, '' it 
will be the height of madness," said he, " to attempt 
any such adventure : consider, dear sir, that there is no 
kicking against the pricks ; and that there is no armour 
sufficient to defend your body from such a shower, unless 
your 'worship could creep into a bell of brass ; you ought 
also to remember, that it savours more of rashness than 
of true valour, for one man to attack a whole army, in 
which death and emperors fight in person, being aided 
and assisted both by good and evil angels ; and if that 
consideration will not prevail upon you to be quiet, you 
ought to be diverted from your purpose by knowing 
certainly that among all those enemies, in the appearances 
of kings, and princes, and emperors, there is not so much 
as one single knight-errant." " Now, indeed," cried 
Don Quixote, '' thou hast hit upon the sole reason that 
can and ought to disuade me from tny, determined design: 
I neither can nor ought to draw my sword (as I have 
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thee, Sancho, it belongs, if so thott vt indined, to take 
vcagcmoe for the ifljurj done to Dappie, while I horn 
benoe will assist and aid eneonnge thee with saliitaxy 
adrioe.* '' Signor/' answered the squire, ^ there is no 
oecasion to take ▼engeanoe of any person whatever ; for 
it is not the port of a good Cfanstian to revenge the 
wroi^ he hath sofiered: besides, I will prerail upon 
aiy ass to leave the affidr to mj inchnatioD, which is to 
Kve pcaceaUy all the days that Heaven shall grant me in 
this life." ** Sinee that is thy detenmnation," rqvlied 
the knight, *' honest Sancho, discreet Sandio, ChristicD 
and sinoere Sandio, let us leave these phantoms^ and go 
in qoest of adventores more d^pnified and sabstantiad ; 
for Uiis country seems to promise a great many^ and those 
very extraordinary too." 

He accordingly turned his horse, Sancho went to catch 
I>ipple, while death, with his wh<^ %iog squadron^ re- 
turned to their waggon, and proceeded on their journey. 
Thus was the dismal adventure of the ws^gon of deadi 
happily terminated by the wholesome advice which San- 
cho Panza gave to his master ; who next day met with 
another, equally surprizing, in the person of an enanHMired 
knight-errant. 



CHAP. XII. 

THE VALOROUS DON QUIXOTB*S STRANGE AJWBNTURS 
WITH THE ROI4D KNIOHT OF THE MIRROR& 

The night that followed the rencounter with death, 
Don Quixote and his squire passed among some tall and 
shady trees ; the knight, by Sancho's persuasion, having 
eaten of what was found in the store that Dapple carried. 
During this meal, Sancho said to his master, " What a 
fool should I have been, signor, if I had chosen, by way 
of gratification, the spoils of your worship's first adven- 
ture, instead of the three foals. Verily, verily, a bird in 
the hand is worth two in the bush." '' But lor all that,' 
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«Dfiw«red Bon Qukot^^ ^' badst thank sufFered me to sAia&k 
ibiem, as I intiaided> thou would'st have enjc^ed among 
the spoils the emperor's gc^den crown^ with Cupid's 
paiQted wmgs^ whaeh I would have stripped off against 
the .grain, and put into thy possession." '^ The sceptr^ 
and crowns of your stage emperors are never made of 
fnaare gold, but of tin and tinsel/' replied the squire. 
" True," aaid the knight, " the ornaments of comedy 
ought not to be rich and real, bikt feigned and artificial, 
hke the dvasna itself, which 1 would have thee respect, 
Sancho, and receive into favour, together with those who 
te|iresent sDd: compose it ; lor they are all instruments of 
gsreat benefit to the commonwealth, holding as it were a 
looking-glass always before us, in which we see naturally 
diielBiealed aU the acttcmsof life; and no other comporisoa 
whatever represents to us more Uvely what we are, ^nd 
what we ought to be, than comedy and her attendants : 
€&t examine, hast thou never seen a play acted, in which 
kings, emperors, popes, knights, ladies, and many other 
^oracters were introduced ? One acts the ruffian, ano- 
ther the sharper, a third the merchant, a fourth the sol* 
dier, a fifth the designing fool, and a sixth the simple, 
lover ; but the play being ended, and the dresses laid 
aside, all the actors remain upon an equal footing.' * ^' Yes, 
I hav« seen all this," answered Sancho. " Then the very 
sanoe thing," said the knight, '^ happens in the comedy 
93ad CQcnmerce of this world, where one meets with some 
people playing the parts of emperors, others in the cha- 
racters of popes, arod finally^ all the different personages 
^hat can be introduced in a comedy ; but when the pLiy 
is done, that is, when life is at an end, death strips Uiem 
aS the robes that distinguish tbeir stations, and they be* 
come all equal in the grave." ^^ A brave comparison," 
cried Sancfaoi, ^^ though not so new but I have heard it 
made on divers and sundry occasions-, as well as that of 
the game of chess,, during which every piece maintains a 
particular stadnn and character ; but when the game is^ 
over, they are all mixed, jumbled, and shaken together 
in a bag, like mortals in the grave/' ^' Sancho," resumed 
the knij^, ^^ every day you become less simple and more 
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discreet" " Yes/' said the squire^ ^^some small portioff^ 
of your worship's discretion mast needs stick to me; as 
lands which are^ in their own nature, sajdess and barren^ 
bein/^ well dunged and cultivated, come to 3rield excel- 
lent fruit. My meaning is, that your worship's conversa- 
tion hath fdlen like dung upon the barren desert of my- 
understanding, whifch being cultivated by the time of my 
service and commiAncation, will I hope produce blessed 
fruit, such as shadl not disgrace nor stray from the path of 
that good breeding, which your worship hath bestowed 
on my narrow capacity." 

Don Quixote could not help smiling at the affected 
terms in which Sancho delivered himself, though what 
he said of his own improvement was actually true; for 
at certain times he talked to admiration: and yet, when 
he attempted to argue, or speak in a polite style, his ef- 
forts always, or for the most part, ended in precipitating 
himself from the pinnacle of simplicity to the depth of 
ignorance ; this chief talent lying in his memory, whieh 
never failed to furnish him with proverbs that he lugged 
into his discourse, whether they were pat to the purpose 
or not, as may be seen and observed through the. whole 
course of this history. 

In this, and other such conversation, the greatest part 
of the night elapsed, when Sancho began to be inclined 
to let fall the portcullices of his eyes, ashe termed it, 
when he wanted to goto sleep ; he therefore unpanneUed 
Dapple, to let him graze among the rich pasture with 
which the place abounded ; but Rozinante's saddle . he 
would not remove, in consequence of his master's express 
order, which was, nev^ to unsaddle his steed, while they 
were in the field, or did n6t sleep under cover ; it being 
an ancient established custom observed by all knights*^ 
errant in these cases, to take the bridle out of the horse s 
mouth, and hang it upon the pummel of the saddle, but 
to leave the saddle itself untouched. This expedient was 
accordingly practised by Sancho, who turned Rozinante 
loose wiUi Dapple ; anci between these two animals such 
a strict reciprocal friendship subsisted, that, according to 
tradition from father to son^, the author of this true hi«» 
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toiywrote^ particular chapters on this very subject; but/ 
in order to preserve the decency and decorum whidi be- 
longs to such an heroic composition^ omitted them; though 
sometimes he seems to neglect this precaution, and write» 
that these two friends used to approach and scrub each 
other most lovingly ; and aflter they had rested and re«- 
freshed themselves^ Rozinante would stretch his head 
more than half a yard over Dapple's neck, while the two 
were wont to stand in this posture, with their eyes fixed 
upon the ground, three whole days together : at least till 
they were parted, or compelled by hunger to go in quest 
of sustenance : nay, it is confidently reported, that the au- 
thor hath compared their mutual attachment to the friend-* 
ship of Nisus and Euryalus, or that which subsisted be* 
tween Pylades and Orestes. If this be the case, we may 
with admiration conceive how firm the fellowship of those 
two pacific animals must have been ; to the utter confu«r 
sion of mankind, who so little regard the laws of friend- 
ship and society, according to the common saying, ''There 
is no trust in profession :" ^' the staff will turn into a 
speaii^" and as the song goes,* '' The modes of the court 
so common are grown, dat a true friend can hardly be 
met." Let no man imagine the author went out of his 
road, in comparing the friendship of brutes with that of 
the human species ; for men have received valuable hints 
and learned many things of importance from beasts, such 
as the clyster from storks, gratitude and the use of vcmiits 
from dogs, vigilance from the crane, foresight and fru- 
gality from the ant, honesty from the elephant, and loy- 
alty from the horse. 

In fine, Sancho went to sleep at the root of a cork tree, 
and Don Quixote began to sluinber under an oak ; but 
being in a very little time awaked by a noise behind, he 
started up, and employing both eyes and ears to distin- 
guish whence it proceeded, he perceived two men on 
horseback, one of whom letting himself drop, as it were, 
from the saddle, said to the other, '' Alight my friend, 
and unbit the horses ; for this place seems to abound with 

* As the original quotation is a fragment that will not complete the 
gexiiei I have taken the liberty to make the allusion altogether English. 
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pasture for them^ and wkb tjUn^a^ and 8o^tude> whkb 
are the necesMiry food of my anaoKMM thougbts.'* He 
had DO sooner furonouiiced these wcnrds^ than he threw 
himself upon the ground^ and his armour rattkd as he 
iell^ furmahu^ Don Quixote with a manifest proof of his 
being a knight-errant ; he, therefore, approached Sancbo, 
who was asleep, and shaking hiia by ibe arm, with no 
small difficulty brought him tohims^f ; saying, in a low 
voice, " Brother Sancho^ hwe is an adventure/' '^ God 
grant it may be a good one,"' answ^ed the squire; ^^ 9aad 
pray, signer, whereabouts may h«r ladyship be?" 
" Where?" said Don Quixote, "turn thine eyes tbia way, 
and behold lying upon the graas a knight-errant, who, 
by what I have already observed, canniyt be over and 
above easy in his mind; for I saw him tbrow himself 
upon the ground with evident marks of vexation^ and 
heard his armour datter in his Ml :" " But how baa your 
wcarship found that this is an adventure," replied the 
squire. " I will not positively say that it is altogether an 
adventure,'' answer^ the knight, " but rath«r the be- 
ginning of one ; for thus they usually commence : but 
bark i he seems to tune a lute or rebeck, and b^ hia hawk- 
ing, and hemming, I suppose he is going to sing." '' In 
good faith, it is even so,^ said Sancbo, " And he naust be 
some knight-errant in. love." " All kraghtSi-errauot are 
so," resumed I><m Quixote, " but let us listen, and by the 
thread of his song discov^ the clue of his thoughts ; for 
from the abundance of the heart the tongue speaketh/' 

Sandio would have made some reply, but was prevent- 
ed by the voice of the knight of th^ wood, wbicb was 
neither very sweet nor disagreeable; and listening with 
surprise, they heard him sing the following song : 

I. 

Subjected to thy setv'reign will, 

Ah, cruel maid I my fate decree : 
The sentence^ tho' inhuman still, 

Shall nsver he declined by me. 

II. 
Say, that my death thy joy would more. 

My breath with j&eedom I'll resign — 
Or wonldst tbou listen to ray love. 

The god himself shall whisper mine. 
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UL 
Thi» beevt, thy vaaaaai whilst I live, 

Like ductile wax»and diamond hard, 
Thy stamp will yieldingly receive, 

And keep th' impression unimpalr'd. 

The kn-ight of the wood finished this complaint with 
an ah ! that seemed to be heaved from the very bottom 
of his soul, and soon after exclaimed, in a sorrowful tone, 
" O thou most beautiful and ungrateful woman upon 
earth! is it possible that the most serene Casildea de 
Vandalia, has doomed this her captive knight to consume 
awd exhaust himself in continual peregrinations^ in harsh 
and rugged toils? Is is not enough that I have esta- 
blished the fame of thy beauty above all comparison, by 
the extorted confession of all the knights of Navarre, 
Leon, Tartesia, Castile, and finally, of LaMancha? 

" Not so neithef ." cried Don Quixote interposing, '''for 
I, who am of La Maneha, never made any such acknow- 
ledgment ; neither could I, or ought I, to make a con- 
fession so prejudicial to the beauty of my own mistress : 
therefore, Sancho, this knight must certainly be disordered 
in his judgement ; but let us listen, perhaps he will ex- 
plain himself," *' Very like," answered the squire, '^ he 
seems to be in the humour of complaining for a whole 
month." 

But this was not the case; for the knight of the wood, 
hearing people talk so near him, proceeded no farther in 
his lamentation, but starting up, called with a courteous 
and sonorous voice, "Who is. there? arc you of the 
number of the happy or afBicted ?" " Of the afflicted,'* 
replied Don Quixote. " Come hither, then," re&umed 
the stranger, *' and depend upon it you will find the very 
essence of sorrow and affliction." 

Don Quixote, hearing him speak in such civil and 
pathetic terms, went towards him, with Sancho at his 
back, when the complaining knight took him by the 
hand, saying, " Sit down, sir knight, for that you are, 
.one of those who profess knight-errantry I am convinced 
by finding you in this place, accompanied by solitude 
and the dews of night, which are the peculiar companions 
of those who belong to, our order.** 
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To this address Don Quixote replied^ *' I am a knigfit 
of that order you mention ; and though melancholy^ mis- 
chance and mi^ortune^ have taken up their habitation in 
my soul^ they have not been able to banish from it that 
compassion which I feel for the unhappy. From the 
soliloquy you just now uttered^ I gather that your mis- 
fortunes are of the amorous kind ; I mean that they pro- 
ceed from the passion you entertain for that beautiful 
ingrate whom you named in your complaint." While 
this conversation passed^ they sat down together upon 
the grass^ with all the marks of amity and good-fellow- 
ship, if at break of day they had not been doomed to 
break each other's head. " Perchance, Sir Knight," 
said the stranger, '^ you are in love ?" " By mischance 
I am so," answered Don Quixote, " though the vexation 
that proceeds from well-placed affection ought rather to 
be deemed a benefit than misfortune. '' True," said the 
knight of the wood, " if your judgement and reason are 
not disturbed by disdain, which if exerted severely seems 
akin to revenge." " I never was disdained by my mis- 
tress," replied Don Quixote. " No, indeed," cried Sancho, 
who stood by, '^my lady is as meek as a lamb, and as 
•oft; as butter." 

The stranger knight asked if that was his squire, and 
the other answering in the affirmative, ^' I never saw a 
squire," said he, '' that like him durst intrude upon his 
master's conversation; at least, I can say so much for 
mine, who though as tall as his father, was never known 
to open his lips when I was engaged in discourse." '* In 
good faith," cried Sancho, ^' I have spoke, and will speak 

again, before as good a man as ^but let that rest---the 

more you stir it, the more it will — ." 

Here the other squire took hold on Sancho by the arm, 
saying, '^ Let you and I go somewhere, and talk our 
bellies full in our own way, and leave our masters at 
liberty to recount their amours ; for sure I am, the night 
will be spent before they are done." ^* With all my 
heart," replied Sancho, and I will tell your worship who 
I am, that you may see whether or not I am qualified to 
be ranked among your talking squires." They accord- 
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ingly retired together^ and between them passed a con- 
versation every bit as merry a« that of their masters was 
^ave." 



CHAPTER Xlir. 

THE ADVENTURE OP THE KNIGHT OP THE WOOD CON- 
TINUED ; WITH THE WISE, RARE, AND PLEASANT 
DISCOURSE THAT PASSED BETWEEN THE TWO SQUIRES. 

The knights and their squires being thus parted, the 
first entertained each other with the story of their loves, 
while the last indulged themselves with a reciprocal ac- 
count of their own lives; but the history first of all 
records the conversation of the domestics, and then pro- 
ceeds to relate what passed between the masters. The 
squires, therefore, having chosen a situation at a con- 
venient distance from the knights, he of the wood ac- 
costed Sancho in these words: *' Signor, this is a trouble- 
some life that we squires to knights-errant lead : in good 
sooth, we earn our bread with the sweat of our brows, 
which is one of the first curses that God denounced 
against our first parents." '^ It may also be said,** re- 
plied Sancho, '' tfiat we earn it with the frost of our 
bodies ; for no creatures on earth suffer more heat and 
cold than the miserable squires of knight-errantry ; and 
even that would be more tolerable, if we had any thing 
good to eat ; for hearty fare lightens care, as the saying 
is ; but we often pass a whole day, nay sometimes two, 
without ever breaking our fast, except upon the winds of 
heaven." " All this," said the other, " may be endured, 
with the hope of reward ; for if the knight-errant is not 
extremely unfortunate, his squire must, in a very little 
time, see himself recompensed with the handsome govern- 
ment of some island, or with the possession of a profitable 
earldom." '^ For my own part," answered Sancho, " I 
have already told my master, that I shall be satisfied 
with the government of an island, which he has been so 
. noble and generous as to promise me, divers and sundry 
times." " And I," said the stranger, " am contented 
with a, canonship, which my master has already bespoke 



dbyGoogk 



354 THB AGHIBrBMEWTS OF 

€or woe, on acocmnt of my faithful services.'^ '^ It seems 
dien, your master must be an ecclesiastical knight," re- 
plied Sancho^ '' seeing he can provide for his squire in 
the church : but as for mine^ he is a mere layman ; 
though I remember^ that certain very wise persons (and 
yet^ I believe, not very honest at bottom) advised him to 
procure for himself an archbishopric ; but he would be 
nothing but an emperor ; and I was then in a grievous 
quandary, for fear he should take it in his head to be of 
the church; ia which case^ I shoold not have been 
qualified to hold a benefioe; £ar yonr wcacship must 
know, though I look like a znan, I am no better than a 
beast at churdi-matters.'' ^' Verily " said he of t^e 
wood, '^ your worship mistakes the matter quite ; yonr 
governments of islands are not at all desirai^ ; some are 
vexatious; some are beggarly; Others attended with 
much melancholy and fatigue: in short, the most cre^ 
ditable and orderly brings along with it a load of care 
and inconvenience^ that lies heavy on the shoulders of 
the unhappy person whose lot it is to bear it : it would 
be abundantly better £iar us, who undergo this accursed 
slavery, to return to our own homes, and i^ete amuse 
ourselves with more agreeable pastime: such for example, 
as hunting or fishing ; for what squire is there on earth, 
so poor as to want a horse, a oonple of hounds, and a 
fishing-rod wherewith to entotain himself at his own 
habitation?" 

" For my own part," answered Siancho^ " I want none 
of diese conveniences : true it is, I have not a horse, fout 
then, I am in possession of an ass, which is wordi my 
master's steed t^ce over : Ood let me never see a joyfid 
Easter, if I would truck with him for four bushek of 
barley to boot: you may laugh, if you will, at the price 
I set upon Dapple (for that is the colour of my beast) ; 
then, 1 ^ould never be in want of hounds : for there are 
plenty and to spare in our town, and you know nothing 
is so relishing as to hunt at another's expense." '^ Really 
fuid truly, signor squire," resumed the stranger^ ^^ I lun 
fully resolved and determined to quit these knights- 
errant, with all their erazy pranks, and betake myself to 
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my own town, where i will bring xnp my diildnen ; for^ 
tiftank Ood^ I have three^ like as many oriental pearls." 
^' And I have a couple/' said Sancho^ ^* that may be 
presented to the pope in person; especially my daughter^ 
whom I breed up to be a countess, by the blessing of 
God^ though it be contrary to her mother's inclinatioos." 
— ^^ And of what age may this young lady be^ whom ycm 
are breeding For a countess?" sud the squire of the wood, 
'' Fifteen years, or thereabouts,*' answered Sancho; but 
she b as tall as a spear, fresh as an April morn, and 
strong as a porter." '* ThBse are qualifications not oniy 
for a Goozrtess, but even for the nymph of the green- 
wood tree," said the other; '^ah the saocy baggage 1 
what a buKom jade she must be." Sancho, nettled at 
this epithet, replied, '' Sbe is no baggage ; neadier was her 
mother before her; nor shall .either o£ them be so, an 
please God, whilst I live: so I think you might talk 
more civilly; for oonndering your worship has been 
bred among knights- errant, ^9^ ace, as it were, courtesy 
itaelf, methidks your words might be better chosen." 
^' How tittle ore you acquainted with the nature sf com- 
mendation, signor squire?" answered he of the wood^ 
*' don't you know, that when any cavalier at a bull-^flt 
wounds the bull dexterottsly, or wheu any person belhaves 
remarkably well, the people exdaim. How deveriy the 

son of a has dene it.^ aaid dut which looks like 

reiproaob, is, on such occasions, a notable oommendatiQn. 
Take my word, signor, you ought to renounce all children, 
if their behaviour does not entitle ^e parents to sux:^ 
pruise." '' I do renounce them," answered Sancho : '' at 
that rate, and for that reason, your worship may call my 
wife and daughter as many ■ as you please ; m 

both in word and deed, they richly deserve the name*; 
and that I maj see them again, I beseech God to deliver 
me fiwra this mortal sin, winch will be the case, if he 
delivers me from this dangerous employment of sqmre, 
which I have incurred « second time, being seduced aad 
entioed by a purse of one hundred do cats, which I found 
one day in the midst of the Brown Mountain ; and the 
<dtevxl •oontiBsally aets before miae ^es, hire and these 
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and every where, a hag full of doubloolis, which at every 
step^ methinks I have fast in my clutches^ hugging it in 
my arms^ and carrying it home to my own house^ where 
I purchase mortgages and estates^ and live like any 
prince; and while I please myself with these notions, 
I bear^ without murmuring, all the toils and fatigues I 
undergo in the service of the wiseacare my master, who I 
know is more of a madman than a knight/' 

^*So tliat, according to the proverb/' replied the 
stranger, " ' covetousness bursts the bag/ But if you 
talk of wiseacres, there is not a greater in the - universe 
than my master, who is one of those, concerning whom 
the people say. He is burthened, like an ass, with ano- 
ther man's load : for, truly, he is turned mad. that. ano- 
ther knight might turn wise, and is going about in quest 
of that which, when he hath found it, may hit him in 
the teeth," ^' And pray, is he in love ?". said Sancfao. 
*' Yes/' replied the other, '' he is enamoured of one Ca- 
sildea de Vandalia, the most fickle dame that ever was 
seen ; but her cruelty is not the foot that he halts upon 
at present: he has got other crochets of greater import- 
ance grumbling in his gizzard, which ere long will more 
plainly appear/' " There is no road^ so smooth," resumed 
Sancho, '' but you'll meet with rubs and hollows in it 
Other people use beans, but I boil whole kettles full. 
-Madness is always more accompanied and followed after 
.than discretion ; but, if it b^ true, as it is conunonly 
alleged, that company in affliction lessens the weight of 
it, I shall comfort myself by reflecting that your wor- 
ship serves a master who is as distracted as mine." ^' Dis- 
tracted, I grant youj^' said he of the wood, " but valiant, 
and still more mischievous than valiant or distracted." 
" That is not the case with my master," replied Sancho, 
^^ he has nothing at all mischievous about him ; on the 
contrary, is as dull as a beetle, and knows not what it is 
to harm man, woman, or child, or to harbour the least 
malice, but seeks to do good unto all mankind. A child 
may persuade him that it is night at noon ; and, indeed, 
for that very simplidtv I love him as my own bowels, 
and cannot find in my heart to leave him, notwithstand- 
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itig all the tnad pranks he is guilty of." '* But for all 
that> signor and brother of mine/' said the stranger^ '^ if 
die blind lead the blind^ they are both in danger of fall- 
ing into the ditch : we had much better retire fair and 
softly^ and return to our own habitations ; for they who 
go in search of adventures do not always find them to 
their liking." 

About t£is time Sancho began to hawk a kind of dry 
spitting, which being observed by the charitable squire 
of the wood, '* Methinks," said he, ** we have talked till 
our tongues cleave to the roofs of our mouths ; but I 
have got something that will agreeably moisten them at 
my saddle-bow.*' He accordingly got up, and going 
aside to his horse, soon returned with a large leathern 
bottle of wine, and a pie half a yard long : and this is 
really no exaggeration; for it contained a whole fed 
rabbit, so large that, when Sancho felt it, he took it for 
a whole goat, or a large kid at least, crying as soon as he 
perceived it, " How I does your worship usually carry 
such provision as this about with you?" ''What d'ye 
think ?" answered the other : " d'ye take me for a hack- 
ney squire?* 1 carry a better cupboard on my horse's 
crupper than e'er a general on his march." 

Sancho fell to, without staying for intreaty, and swal- 
lowed in the dark huge mouthfulls, with as much ease 
as if it had been flummary, saying between whiles, 
" Yes, indeed, your worship is a true and loyal squire, 
well dammed and. gristed, as the saying is, grand and 
magnificent withal, as plainly appears from this banquet, 
which, if it did not come hither by the art of enchant- 
ment, at least seems so to have done ; this is not the case 
with such an unlucky poor devil as me who carry nothing 
in my bags but a piece of cheese, hard enough to knock 
out a giant's brains, accompanied by three or four dozen 
of carrobes, and as many hazle-nuts; thanks to the nig- 
gardliness and opinion of my master, and the rule he 

* Literally, ** a squire of wool and water/' an allusion to a custom 
among the Spaniards, who sometimes have domestics to attend them to 
mass, and sprinkle them with holy water : these are generally shabby 
fellows, who have very poor appointments. 
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observes, by which knights-errant must maintain and 
support themselves with nothing but dried fruits, and 
the herbs of the field." "In my good faith, toother!" 
resumed he of the wood, " my stomach was not made 
for your sweet thistle, wild pear, and mountain roots : 
let our masters please Uiemselves with their own opinions 
and rules of chivalry, and live according to their meagre 
commands : for my own part, I always carry some cold 
pasty, happen what will, and this ])ottle hanging by my 
saddle-bow, which I love so devoutly that I kiss and em- 
brace it almost every minute." So saying, he handed it to 
Sancho, who lifting it up to his mouth, stood gazing at 
the stars a whole quarter of an hour ; and when his 
draught was out, he hung his head on one side, pro- 
nouncing with a long sigh, " Ah whoreson ! how catholic 
it is !" ^ " You see now," said he of the wood, hearing 
Sancho's whoreson, " how you have praised the wine, by 
giving it such a title." " I am sensible," replied Sancho, 
" and confess that it is no disparagement to any body to 
be called the son of a whore, when it is understood in 
the way of commendation : but tell me, signor, by the 
life of what you best love, is not this wine from Cividad 
Real ?" 

" You have an excellent taste," answered he of the 
wood, '^ it comes from no other part, I'll assure you ; 
and has, moreover, some good years over its head." '^ Let 
me alone for that," said Sancho, "you'll never catch me 
tripping in the knowledge of wine, let it be never so diffi- 
cult to distinguish: is it not an extraordinary thing, sig- 
ner squire, that I should have such a sure and natural 
instinct in the knowledge of wine, that, give me but a 
smell of any sort whatever, and I will tell you exactly 
its country, growth, and age, together with the changes 
it will undergo, and all other circumstances appertaining 
to the mystery ? But this is not to be wondered at ; for, 
by my father's side, I had two kinsmen, who were the 
most excellent tasters that La Mancha hath known for 
these many years $ as a proof of which, I will tell you 
what once happened to them : a sample of wine was pre- 
sented to them out of a hogshead, and their opinions asked 
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oonceming the condition and quality^ that is the goodness 
or the badness of the liquor to which it belonged : one 
of them tasted it with the tip of his tongue ; the other 
did no more but clap it to his nose : the first said the 
wine tasted of iron ; the other affirmed it had a twang 
of goat's leather : the owner protested that the pipe was 
clean^ and the contents without any sort of mixture that 
could give the liquor either the taste of the iron, or the 
sniell of goats leather : nevertheless, the two famous tast- 
ers stuck to the judgement they had given ; time passed 
on, the wine was sold, and when the pipe came to be 
cleaned, they found in it a small key, tied to a leathern 
thong. By this your worship may perceive whether or 
not one who is descended from such a race may venture 
to give his opinion in cases of this nature." " Therefore, 
I say," replied the stranger, "that we ought to quit this 
trade of going in quest of adventures, and be contented 
with our loaf, without longing for dainties : let us return 
to our own cottages, where God will find us, if it be his 
blessed will." " I will serve my master till he arrives at 
Saragossa," said Sancho, '^ and then we shall come to a 
right understanding." 

In fine, the two honest squires talked and drunk so' 
copiously, that sleep was fain to tie up their tongues, 
and allay their drought, which it was impossible to re- 
move: each, therefore, grasping the bottle, which by 
this time was almost empty, fell asleep, with the morsel 
half chewed in his mouth. In this situation we will 
leave them for the present, and relate what happened 
between the knight of the wood, and him of the Rueful 
Countenance. 



CHAP. XIV. 

A CONTINUATION OP THE ADVENTURE OP THE KNIGHT 
OP THE WOOD. 

In the course of the conversation that passed between 
the two knights, the history relates, that he in the wood 
said to Don Quixote, '^ Finally, sir knight, you must 

82 
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know my destiny, or rather my choice, led me to place 
my affection on the peerless Casildea de Vandalia. I call 
her peerless, becau&e she has no equal, either in point of 
stature, quality, fortune, or heauty. Now tkis lady, in 
return for all my virtuous inclination, and amorous desires, 
like the stepmother of Hercules, employs me in many 
various toils anc^ dangers, promising, at the conclusion of 
each, that with the next my cares sliall be finished ; but 
thus she goes on, stringing one labour to another, with- 
' out number, and I know not which will be the last that 
is to produce the accomplishment of my wishes. At one 
time she commanded me to go and challenge that famous 
giantess of Seville, called *6iralda, who is so valiant and 
strong, (her body being made of brass) and who, without 
shifting her station, is the most changeable and fickle 
female in the whole world : I came, saw, and conquered, 
fixing her motionless to one point during a whole 
week the wind blew from the north. Another time, she 
ordered me to weigh the ancient figures called the valiant 
bulls offGuisando ; an enterprize more suitable to pdrters 
than to knights: nay, she even commanded me to throw 
myself headlong into the gulf of Cabra, an adventure 
equally new and dangerous, and bring to her a particular 
account of w^hat is contained in that dark and deep abyss. 
I fixed the inconstant Giralda, weighed the bulls of Gui- 
sando, precipitated myself into the gulf, and brought to 
light the secrets of its abyss ; and yet my hopes are dead — 
ah how dead ! while her cruelty and disdain are still 
alive — ah how much alive ! In short, to conclude, she 
ordered me to traverse all the provinces of Spain, and 
compel every knight-errant in the kingdom to confess 
that she is preferable, in point of1>eauty, to all the women 
upon earth ; and that I am the most valiant and amorous 
knight in the world. In consequence of this command, 
I have travelled over the greatest part of Spain, and van- 
quished many knights who have presumed to contradict 

* A brass statue on a steeple at Seville, serving for a weather-cock. 

f These are stone statues of bulls, erected by ^e Romans at Guisando, 
a town in Castille ; all the inscriptions are effaced, except the name of A. 
Quintus Caecilius, Consul II. 
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my assertion : but I value and applaud myself chiefly for 
having conquered, in single combat^ that so renowned 
kjiight Don Quixote de La Mancha^ and made him con- 
fess that my Casildeais more beautiful than his Dulcinea. 
^ow^ in that single conquest^ I deem myself superior to 
all the knights in the universe ; for that same Don Quixote 
bath vanquished all hiscotemporaries; and I^ in conquer- 
ing him, have transferred and conveyed to my own person 
all his honour, glory, and reputation, the victor being al- 
ivays honoured in proportion to the fame of his vanquished 
£oe; wherefore, the innumerable achievements of the said 
Don Quixote are placed to my credit, as if they were the 
effects of my own personal prowess." 

Don Quixote was astonished at hearing the knight of 

the wood talk in this manner, and was a thousand times 

tempted to give him the lie : nay, you lie was at the very 

tip of his tongue ; but repressing his indignation as well 

as he could, that he might make the stranger's own tongue 

convict him of falsehood, he replied very calmly, " That 

your worship, sir knight, may have vanquished the 

^eatest part of the knights-errant in Spain, and even in 

the whole world, I do not pretend to question ; but that 

you have conquered Don Quixote de La Mancha, I doubt 

very much : perhaps it might be another who resembles 

him, though there are few such." ^' How ! not conquer 

him?'* cried he of the wood ; '^ now, by yon canopy of 

heaven, under which we sit, I engaged, overcame, and 

subjected that very individual Don Quixote : he is a tall, 

meagre, long-legged, lanthorn-jawed, stalking figure ; his 

hair inclining to grey, his nose hooked and aquiline, with 

long strait black mustachios : in his excursions he assumes 

the name of the Knight of the Rueful Countenance ; and is 

attended by a peasant, called Sancho Panza, who serves 

him in quality of squire: he presses tlie loins» and governs 

the reins of a famous steed hight Rozinante ; and in fine 

he avows, as the mistress of his heart, one Dulcinea del 

Toboso, formerly known by the name of Aldonza Lorenzo: 

in like manner, my own mistress, whose name is Casildea, 

being a native of Andalusia, is now distinguished by the 

appellation of Casildea de Vandalia. If all these proofs 
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are not sufficient to evince my veracity, here is my sword, 
which shall make a convert of incredulity itself." 

" Have a little patience, sir knight," said Don Quixote, 
" and give ear unto what I am going to say. You must 
know, that same Don Quixote you mention, is the dearest 
friend I have upon earth ; so that I may say, I love him 
. as well as my own individual person ; now your descrip- 
tion of him is so punctual and exact, that I should never 
doubt but he is actually the person you have vanquished, 
did I not see with my eyes, and as it were, feel with my 
hands, the impossibility of the fact ; and yet, as divers 
enchanters are his enemies, particularly one who perse- 
cutes him incessantly, some one among them may have 
assumed his figure, and allowed himself to be overcome, 
in order to defraud the knight of that fame which his gal- 
lant exploits had collected and acquired through the 
whole known world ; in confirmation of this conjecture, 
I must also tell you that, about two days ago, those per- 
verse enchanters transformed the shape and person of the 
beautiful Duldnea del Toboso, into that of a mean and 
plebeian country wench : so that Don Quixote must have 
also undergone a transformation. And if all this is not 
enough to ascertain the truth of what I say, here is Don 
Quixote himself, who will maintain it by force of arms, 
on horseback or on foot, or in any shape you please." 

So saying, he started up, and grasping his sword, stood 
waiting for the resolution of the knight of the wood, who 
with great deliberation replied : '^ A good paymaster 
needs no pawn, Signor Don Quixote: he who could 
vanquish you when transformed, may well hope to reduce 
you in propria persona ; but as it is unseemly for knights 
to perform their exploits in the dark,: like robbers and 
ruffians, let us wait for day, that the sun may shine upon 
our works ; and let this be the condition of our combat, 
that the vanquished shall comply with the will of the 
victor, and do every thing that he shall desire, provided 
his commands be such as a knight-errant can decently 
obey." 

Don Quixote assured him, that he was extremely well 
satisfied with the condition and proviso; upon which they 
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went in quest of their squires, who were found snoring 
in the very same attitudes in which sleep had surprised 
them. They wakened, and ordered them to get their 
horses ready ; for by sun-rise they intended to engage in 
a most unparralleled and bloody single combat. Sancho 
was astonished and confounded at this piece of news, 
despairing of his master's safety, when he recollected 
what the other squire had told him concerning the valour 
of the knight of the wood. The two squires, however, 
without pretending to make any words, went to look for 
tbeir cattle, and found the -three steeds, with Dapple (for 
they had smelled each other out) very sociably met to- 
gether. While they were thus employed, **^^ Brother," 
said he of the wood to Sancho, *'you must know that it 
is customary with your warriors of Andalusia, when they 
are god-fathers in any quarrel, not to stand idle, with, 
their arms across, while their godsons are engaged. This 
I hint, by way of apprising you that, while our masters 
are at it, we must exdmnire a few dry blows too." '' That 
custom; signor squire/ answered ^Sancho, "may pass 
current wiSi those ruffians and warriors you mention ; but 
that it prevails among the squires of knights-errant, I can 
by no means believe ; at least, I have never heard such a 
custom mentioned by my master, who knows all the or- 
dinances of chivalry by rote. Besides, granting it to be 
the fact, and expressly ordained, that the squires must go 
to loggerheads while their masters are engaged, I will by 
no me^s comply with it, but pay the penalty incurred 
by peaceable squires, which I am sure cannot exceed a 
^KHiple of pounds of wax; and that will not cost me so 
much as the pence I should expend in the cure of my 
head, which I shall lay my account with having split and 
divided into two halves ; and, moreover, it is impossible 
that I should fight, because I have got no sword, and 
never wore one in my bom days." '* I know a very good 
remedy for that inconvenience," said the stranger: ^'nere 
are a couple of linen bags, of the same size ; you shall 
take one, and I the other, and play away upon each other 
with equal arms." " With all my heart," answered San- 
cho ; that sort of exercise will serve to dust our jackets. 
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without hurting our skins." *^ Not quite so^ neither/' 
resumed the other^ ^^ for^ that the bags may not flap in 
the air^ we will clap into each half a dozen ^ear^ smooth 
pebbles, of equal weight and magnitude ; so that we may 
thwack one another without hurt or damage." '^ Body 
of my father !" cried Sancho, '' mind what sable furs and 
flakes of carded cotton he would line the bags withal, to 
prevent them grinding our skulls, and making a paste of 
our bones ! Hark ye, master of mine, I'll have nothing 
to do with them, toough they were stuffed with balls of 
silk ; let our masters fight as they think proper, but for 
our parts let us drink and live quietly ; for cAA father 
Time will take care to rid us of our lives, without our 
seeking occasions to throw them away before the appointed 
season, at which, being ripe, they drop off of their own 
accord." 

*^ But for all that," replied he of the wood, *' we must 
have a bout, if it should not last half an hour." '' By no 
means," said Sancho. '^ I shall not be so uncivil and un- 
grateful as to have any difference, let it be never so small, 
with a person at whose cost I have both eaten and drank: 
besides, wlio the devil do you think can fight in cool 
blood, without any sort of anger or provocation ?" *' I 
know how to remove that objection," resumed the stranger: 
" before we begin the battle, I will come up fairly, and 
softly, and give your worship two or three such hearty 
boxes on the ear, as will lay you flat at my feet, and awa« 
ken your choler, though it should sleep sounder than a 
dormouse." ** Against that expedient," answered Sancho, 
'^ I know, another twice as good; for I will lay hold on a 
good cudgel, and, before your worship comes to awaken 
my choler, give your own such a lullaby of dry beating, 
that it shall never wake but in tlie next world, where 
you'll have reason to know that I am not a man who 
will suffer his nose to be handled by any person whatsom- 
ever ; wherefore, let every one look to his own affairs. 
Though it would be the wisest course for every man to 
let his own choler lie still and sleep, ; for nobody knows 
the heart of his neighbour, and some who go out for wool, 
come home quite shorn. God himself bestowed his bless- 
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ing upon peace, and curse upon contention ; for if a cat 
is confined, provoked, and persecuted, turns into a lion, 
the Lord knows what I, who am a man^ may turn into: 
I therefore^ signor squire, give your worship notice, that 
all the mischief and damage which shall proceed from our 
quarrel must be charged to your account." " Mighty 
'well," replied the stranger, " we shall see what is to be 
done when God sends us morning/' 

Now a thousand kinds of painted birds began to warble 
from the trees, and in their various and sprightly notes 
seemed to welcome and salute the fresh' and joyous morn, 
which already, through the gates and balconies of the 
east, disclosed her beauteous visage; while from her 
air distilled an infinite number of liquid pearls, in which 
delicious liquor the herbs being bathed, seemed to sprout 
and rain a shower of seed-pearl upon the earth. The 
willows shed savoury manna, the fountains laughed, the 
brooks murmured, the woods rejoiced, and the meadows 
adorned themselves at her approach. 

But scarce had the light of day rendered objects dis- 
tinguishable, when the first thing that presented itself to 
the eyes of Sancho Panza was the nose of his brother 
squire, which was so large as almost to overshadow his 
whole body. It is actually said to have been of excessive 
magnitude, crooked in the middle, and studded all over 
with warts of *a mulberry colour, like the fruit called 
berengena ; and it hung down two fingers breadth below 
his mouth. The size, colour, warts, and curvature of 
this feature, rendered the face so frightful and deformed, 
that Sancho no sooner beheld it, than he began to shake 
in every limb, like a child troubled with convulsions ; 
and resolved in his heart to endure two hundred bufFet- 
ings, before his choler should be awaked, so as to fight 
with such an hobgoblin. 

Don Quixote surveying his antagonist, found his vizor 
already down, and closed in such a manner as effectually 
concealed his face ; but he perceived him to be a muscu* 
lar man, of a middling stature. Over his arms he wore 
a loose coat or cassock, to all appearance of the finest 
cloth of gold, powdered with a number of small moons. 
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formed of the brightest looking-glass^ which had a most 
magnificent^ gay, and shewy effect. Over his helmet 
waved a great quantity of green, yellow, and white 
plumes ; and his lance, which leaned against a tree, was 
excessively long and large, armed with above an hand's 
breadth of pointed steel. All these particulars were ob- 
served and considered by Don Quixote, who concluded, 
from what he saw and observed, iJiat the said knight must 
be a person of Herculean strength. Nevertheless, far from 
being afraid, like Sancho Panza, he with the most gallant 
intrepidity, thus addressed himself to the knight of the 
mirrors : ^' I intreat you, by your courtesy. Sir Knight, 
if your eager desire for fighting hath not destroyed that 
quality, to lift up your beaver a little, that I may see 
whether or not the grace of your countenance corresponds 
with the gallantry of your demeanour." *' Signor cava- 
lier," replied he of the looking-glasses, ^' whether you 
are victor or vanquished in this enterprize, you will have 
time and opportunity more than sufficient to consider 
my visage: my reason for not satisfying your desire 
at present is, that I shall deem it a notable injury to 
the beautiful Gasildea de Vandalia, to spend so much 
time as it would take to lift up my beaver, before I com- 
pel you to confess what you know I pretend to maintain." 
^* Yet while we mount our steeds," said Don Quixote, 
" you may easily tell me if I am that same Don Quixote 
whom you pretend to have overcome." '^ To this ques- 
tion I answer," said he of the mirrors, ^^ that you are as 
like the knight I overcame, as one egg is like another : 
but as you say you are persecuted by enchanters, I will 
not venture to affirm* whether or not you are the same 
person." ^' That is enough," replied Don Quixote,*^ to con- 
vice me that you are mistaken : nevertheless, to persuade 
you beyond all possibility of doubt, let us have recourse 
to our horses, and in less time than you would have taken 
to lift your beaver, if God, my mistress, and my arm 
avail me, I shall see your face ; and you will see I am 
not that conquered Don Quixote whom you suppose me 
to be." 

Thus breaking off the conversation, they ' mounted 



dbyGoogk 



dbyGoogk 



y/u'y , J^7/.iM^'y r >/ //ui' //-^^ >r/^,-i ^ ^y iv /.>>'. 

.t^ by Google 



'i^pLjh<uI iy £. IVUjc 



DON QUIXOTE. 26? 

their horses ; and Don Quixote turned Rozinante^ in order 
to take a sufficiency of ground for returning to encounter 
his antagonist^ while he of the mirrors took the same pre- 
caution. But the first had not proceeded twenty paces 
"when he was called back by the other, and the two meet- 
ing again half-way, '' Take notice, sir knight," said he 
of the looking-glasses, " the condition of our combat is, 
that the conquered, as I have already observed, must be 
at the discretion of the conqueror." " I know it," an- 
swered Don Quixote, " provided the commands imposed 
upon the vanquished be such as do not transgress the 
bounds of chivalrv.*' " So I understand the conditions," 
answered he of the mirrors. 

At this instant the strange nose of the squire presented 
itself to the eyes of Don Quixote, who was no less asto- 
nished than Sancho at the sight; insomuch that he took him 
for some monster, or new-fashioned man, such as are not 
commonly found in this world. Sancho, seeing his master 
set out, in order to take his career, would not stay alone 
with nozzle, being afraid that one flirt of such a snout in 
his face would determine the quarrel, and lay him stretch- 
ed along the ground, either through fear or the severity 
of the blow : he therefore ran afler his master, and lay- 
ing hold of one of Rozinante's stirrups, when he saw 
him ready to turn, "I beseech your worship, dear 
master," cried he, '^ before you turn to begin the com- 
bat, help me in climbing this cork-tree, from whence I 
may behold, more to my liking than from the ground, 
your worship's gallant encounter with that same knight." 
*' I rather believe, Sancho," said Don Quixote, '' that 
thy motive for clambering up is to see the bull-fight from 
a scaffold, without any danger to thyself." ^' The truth 
is," answered Panza, '^ the outrageous nose of that squire 
fills me with such astonishment and anright, that I dare 
not tarry along with him." "It is such, indeed," replied the 
knight, " that were I any other than what I am, 1 should 
be scared at its appearance ; come, therefore, and I will 
help thee to ascend to the place you mention." 

While Don Quixote stopped until Sancho should get 
up into the cork-tree, the knight of the mirross took as 
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much ground as he thought necessary, and imagining 
that Don Quixote had done the same^ without -wait- 
ing for sound of trumpet^ or other signal, he tamed 
his horse, which was not superior to Rozinante^ either 
in fleetness or appearance^ and at his full speedy which 
was a middling trot^ rode forward to encounter his anta- 
gonist ; but seeing him busy in the exaltation of Sancho, 
he pulled in the reins^ and halted in the middle of his 
career : a circumstance that gave infinite joy to his steed, 
which was already so tired, that he could not move ano- 
ther step. Don Quixote, perceiving his enemy approach- 
ing witn such speed, drove his spurs stoutly into the 
meagre ^anks of Rozinante, and made him spring for- 
wards in such a manner, that the history says, this was 
the only occasion on which he was ever known to gallop ; 
for at all other times his swiftest pace was no other than 
a downright trot ; and with this hitherto unseen fury, he 
arrived at the spot where the knight of the mirrors sat, 
thrusting his spurs rowel-deep into the sides of his horse, 
without being able to move him one finger's breadth irom 
the place where he had made his halt. In this confusion 
and dilemma Don Quixote found his antagonist embroiled 
with his horse, and embarrassed with his lance, which, 
either through want of knowledge or of time, he had 
not as yet fixed in the rest. Our Manchegan, who never 
minded these incumbrances, safely, and without the least 
danger to his own person, encountered him of the mir- 
rors with such vigour, as to bring him, very much against 
his inclination, to the ground, over the crupper of his 
horse, which such a fall, that he lay without sense or 
motion, to all appearance bereft of life. 

Sancho no sooner saw him unhorsed, than sliding down 
from the cork-tree, he ran down to his master, who 
having alighted from Rozinante, stood over the knight 
of the mirrors, untying his helmet, in order to see whe- 
ther or not he was actually dead, and to give him air, in 
case he should be alive. Then it was he saw — who can 
relate what he saw, without creating admiration, wonder, 
and affright, in those who hear it } He saw, says the 
history, the very face, the very figure, the very aspect, 
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the Very physiognomy, the very effigy, the very per- 
spective, of the bachelor Sampson Carrasco ; and this he 
no sooner beheld> than raising his voice, he cried, *' Come 
hither, Sancho, and behold what thou shalt see, but not 
believe ; quick, my child, and contemplate the power of 
magic : here thou wilt see what those wizards and en- 
chioiters can do." Sancho accordingly approached, and 
seeing the face of bachelor Carrasco, began to cross and 
bless himself a thousand times. 

Meanwhile the overthrown knight giving no/ signs of 
life, Sancho said to Don Quixote, *' In my opinion, 
master, right or wrong, your worship should thrust your 
sword through the jaws of this miscreant, who seems to 
be the bachelor Sampson Carrasco, and in him perhaps 
you may slay one of those enchanters who are your ene- 
mies." " That is no bad advice," said the knight; "for 
the fewer enemies the better." So saying, he drew his 
sword, in order to put in execution the advice and counsel 
of Sancho, when the squire belonging to the knight of 
the mirrors, came up without his frightful nose, and 
cried aloud, " Take care what you do, Signor Don 
Quixote ; he who lies at your feet is your friend the ba- 
chelor Sampson Carrasco, and I am his squire." 

Sancho seeing him without his original deformity, 
'* And the nose ?" said he. '^ I have it here," replied the 
other, who putting his hand in his right side pocket, 
pulled out a pasteboard nose, covered with varnish, such 
as we have already described. Sancho having considered 
him more and more attentively, broke out into a loud 
exclamation of wonder, crying, " Blessed Virgin, watch 
over me ! sure this is not my neighbour and gossip. 
Tommy Cecial !" " The very same,** answered the un- 
snouted squire ; Tummas Cecial I am, your own friend 
and gossip, Sancho Panza, and I will presently tell you 
by what round-about conduits, tricks, and mischievous 
stories, I have been brought hither: in the mean time, 
supplicate and beseech your master's worship not to treat, 
maltreat, wound, or slay the knight of the looking- 
glasses, who now lies at his feet ; for without all doubt 
he is no other than our townsman, the inconsiderate and 
ill-advised bachelor Sampson Carrasco." 
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About this time the knight of the mirrors came to him- 
^If ; and Don Quixote^ perceiving he had recovered the 
use of his senses^ clapped the point of his naked sword 
to his throat, saying, '' Knight, you are a dead man, if 
you do not instantly confess that the peerless Dulcinea 
del Toboso excels your Casildea de Vandalia in beauty ; 
and, in the next place, you must promise (provided you 
escape with life from this contention and overthrow) to 
go to the city of Toboso, and present yourself before 
her hi my name, that she may dispose of you according 
to her good pleasure ; and if she leaves you at your 
own disposal, you shall return in quest of me ; for the 
tracts of my exploits will serve as a guide to conduct you 
to the place where I shall be, and give me an account of 
what hath passed between you ; these conditions being 
conformable to what we agreed upon before the combat, 
and not deviating from the customs of knight-errantry." 
** I confess," said the vanquished knight, ** that the 
clouted dirty shoe of the Lady Dulcinea del Toboso, ex- 
cels the dishevelled though shining locks of Casildea : I 
promise to go and retiirn from her to your presence, and 
give you a full and particular detail of what you de- 
mand." " You must in like manner confess and believe," 
added Don Quixote, *^ that the knight whom you over- 
came neither was, nor could be, Don Quixote de La 
Maiicha, but some other who resembled him ; as I con- 
fess and believe, that although you appear to be the ba- 
chelor Sampson Carrasco, you are not really he, but 
another clothed in his appearance, with which my ene- 
mies have invested you, in order to arrest my arm, and 
restrain the impetuosity of my rage, so that I may bear 
the glory of my conquest with moderation." *' I confess, 
judge, and perceive, in all respects as you believe, 
judge and perceive," answered the discomnted knight ; 
*' and I beseech you allow me to rise, if the severity of 
my fall, which hath put me in a miserable plight, will 
permit me to get up." 

He was accordingly assisted in rising by Don Quixote 
and his own squire. Tommy Cecial, from whose person 
Sancho could not withdraw his eyes, while he asked a 
thousand questions; the answers to which manifestly 
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sh^w^d^ that he was really and truly the individual Tom-^ 
my Cecial^ whom he pretended to be ; but the appre- 
hension which Sancho had conceived from what his 
master said^ touching the enchanters^ who had meta- 
morphosed the knight o£ the mirrors into the bachelor 
Carrasco^ hindered him from giving credit to tlie truth 
of what he saw with his own eyes. Finally, both master 
and man remained under the influence of that deception, 
while he of the mirrors, with his squire, in exceeding 
bad humour and evil plight, took his leave of Don 
Quixote and Sancho, to go in quest of some place where 
he might be-plaister and be-splinter his ribs. Don Quix- 
ote and Sancho returned to the prosecution of their jour- 
ney, in which the history leaves them, to explain the 
mystery of the knight of the looking-glasses and his 
snouted squire. 

CHAPTER XV. 

GIVING AN ADCOUNT WHO THE KNIGHT OP THE »IIR- 
RORS AND HIS SQUIRE WERE. 

Don Quixote went on his way rejoicing ; he gloried, 
he triumphed in the importance of his conquest, imagin- 
ing the knight of the mirrors to be the most redoubtable 
of all knights that had ever yet appeared; and what 
afforded him likewise great matter of comfort was, that 
this knight, having engaged himself by the ties of 
honour, from which he could not deviate, without forfeit- 
ing his title to the order, he conceived hopes of hearing 
soon from Dulcinea, and of being certainly informed 
whether the enchantment of that princess still continued ; 
though indeed it happened that he and the knight of the 
mirrors thought at that time differently upon this sub- 
ject; inasmuch as the latter was solely intent upon 
thinking how he should repair the damage done to his 
carcase. 

And here the historian informs his readers, that when 
Sampson Carrasco advised Don Quixote to resume the 
profession of knight-errantry, it was in consequence of 
mature consultation between him, the curate, and the 
barber, when they deliberated upon the means of kee-^ 
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iDg him in peace and quiet at home^ so that bis brains 
for the future should not be disturbed in pursuit of those 
wild extravagancies; the result of which was^that the 
only way to cure the frenzy of this unhappy man^ was 
at present not to check his ungovernable obstinacy, but 
to humour it, and encourage him to go out again, as 
they saw it was impossible to prevent him; that: Samp- 
son should arm himself, and take an opportunity of 
meeting and challenging him as a knight-errant; that 
he should settle the terms with him ; that the vanquish- 
ed should be at the disposal of the conqueror : and that, in 
consequence of this agreement, Don Quixote, when 
overcome; (which they looked upon as a matter of litde 
doubt and difficulty) should be ordered tOvretum home, 
and not to pass the bounds of his own village for the 
space of two years, without the good- will and permission 
of the other; that no doubt this he would religiously 
comply with, as not daring to violate the laws of the 
order ; and that there might be hopes he would either, 
in that space of time, be naturally cured of those ex- 
travagant follies, or they might find out some method of 
diverting his mind from the farther pursuit of them. 
Carrasco undertook the affair very readily; and this 
Thomas Cecial, an intimate friend and companion of 
Sancho, and a queer sort of fellow, proffered his service 
to go upon the expedition, in the quality of squire. 
Sampson got himself accoutred in the manner you have 
read, and Cecial appeared in the terrors of that tremen- 
dous pasteboard nose, to disguise himself from Sancho ; 
and being thus equipped, they followed him so close, 
that they were very near coming up with him at the 
adventure of the waggon of death ; they met him, how- 
ever, in the wood, where ensued what the attentive 
reader must already be acquainted with; and where, 
had it not been for Don Quixote's heated imagination, 
which hurried him into the belief that the bachelor was 
not the bachelor, Signor Sampson Carrasco would have 
been effectually stopped in the progress of his university 
degrees, and would not even have found a nest where 
he expected a flight of sparrows. 
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' Thomas Cecial^ finding the unhappy success that at- 
tended their undertakings said^^'Mn Carrasco, I cannot 
in my conscience see why we ought to complain ; it is 
one thing to undertake^ but another thing to finish : we 
look upon Don Quixote as mad^ and ourselves as hugely 
wise : but behold the end ! we take our march back again, 
both from a fool's errand^ and you most handsomely 
drubbed to boot, while he pursues his journey in safety 
and triumph : and I should really be curious to know 
which is the greatest fool^ he who is made so by nature, 
or he who msdkes himself one." '^ There is the difference," 
replied the bachelor, '' between a natural and a wilful 
fool, ■ that the fcnrmer will always remain so, the latter 
may cease to be bo when he has a mind." '^ As this is 
the case," said Thomas, '* I think I have been a mon- 
strous fool in coming here to attend you as your squire ; 
and therefore^ that I may be so no longer, I will this in- 
stant hie me to my own habitation." '' In that particular 
you may do what seems good unto you," replied Samp- 
son ; '^ but as for me, I see not the place of my dwelling, 
tmtil I shall have taken bodily vengeance upon Don 
Quixote : 'tis not from motives of charity or benevolence; 
no, 'tis revenge, and the anguish of my ribs, that prompt 
toe to persevere in attempting the work of his reformat 
tion." 

They entertained one another in this manner till they 
came to a village, where they had the good fortune to 
find a bone-setter, who put tiie bachelor's ribs somewhat 
to rights; andCedal took the route for his own village, 
leaving Carrasco deep in his meditations, projecting 
schemes of revenge. In due time the history will again 
mention him; but at present let us share with Don 
Quixote in the transports of his joy. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

WHAT HAPPENED TO DON QUIXOTE WITH A SOBER 
GENTLEMAN OF LA. MANCHA. 

Don Quixote, as we have observed, went on his way, 
glorying in his success. From that day he dated himself 

VOL. II. t 
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the most renowned and invineible of all knights that liad 
ever yet gone through a course of labours on this ouv 
earth : he looked upon all dangers^ all difficulties that 
possibly come in his way^ as already vanquished^ already 
could overcome : he now valued n<yt a rush the madtkia- 
tions of the most powerful enchanters. The very traees of 
former misfortunes^ tliose drubbings out of number 
he had undergone^ in discharging the functions of knight* 
hood^ were now quite oMiterated from his memory. He 
thought no more of the showers of stones which liad so 
sorely afflicted his jaw-bones, nor the mortifying ingra^ 
titude of the galley-slaves ; nor did he think any more 
of the pack-staves of the Yanguesian carriers> who had 
the hai^kiess to make his sides resound like the dustxng 
of a carpet : in shorty the idea he conceived of his own 
felicity was so greats that ^ Could, I^** said he to hinMel^ 
*' but accomplish the great point of delivering my celestis^ 
princess from the power oi enehantment, I i^Kmld net 
envy the glory that ever was cfr will be psrehased by any 
knight in the uBiverse.** 

He was lost in these reveries, when Sancho interrupted 
him — " Signor, you will hardly believe what a fool 1 
am ; but it is an actual truth, that I cannot keep myself 
front thinking on that horrid and unmeasurable nose of 
my neighbour, Tom Cecial." '' And dost thou really 
believe," replied the other, "that the knight of the 
mirrors was Sampson Carraseo : mid that thy old cobei- 
panion, Thomas Cecial^ was his squire ?"^ " As U> thai 
ai^r, I can say nothing to it," answered Saneho, ^'only 
one l^ing I am positive in, that no one bat himself eookl 
have given me such an account of my house^ my wife, 
and my children ; and as to his ^ee, when that nose was 
slipt off, it was the very individual fsice of Thcwoas 
Cecial, just as I have beheld it many a time, when we 
were next door neighbours in our village : and as for his 
voice, I will take my oath it is the same to a tittle." 
" Come, Sancho," said Don Quixote, " let us reason 
coolly upon this head: what probability is there that 
Sampson Carraseo should come as a knight-errant, armed 
-^p-a-pee, to ofTer me combat .> Am I Ins eaemy, «r 
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did I erer gire him accasion to bear redentment agnkMl 
m« ^ Do jon imagine I am his rivals or that he ha» en- 
tered into chivalry, as envying the glory I have acquired 
by arms/* " Bat then, sir," answered Sancho, '' what 
account can we give of the resemblance of that same 
knight and his squire to Sampson Carrasco, and my old 
fiiend, Thomas Cedal ? And if it be an enchantment, 
a» your worship says, were there no other two in the 
wof Id but them whose likeness t^ey could assume ?" " It 
is all design," answered the other, " and the contrivance 
of those cursed enchanters that persecute me, who easily 
fmvseeing I should be victorious in the combat, changed 
the form of the vanquished knight into that of the ba^ 
ciaelor, that the friend^ip I have for him might check 
the fwey of my sword, and shield him against the effects 
of my jost indignation ; and by that means save the life 
of him who, by treachery and artifice, had attempted to 
take away mine. But what further proof need there be of 
the power of those enchanters to change the appearance 
of human countenances, the fair into the deformed, and the 
deformed into the fair, than what thou thyself hast lately 
found by certain experience? Thou, who not two days since 
beheld the peerless Dulcinea in all the charms and lustre 
of perfect beauty, while at the same time she appeared to 
me an ugly rustic wench, with bleared eyes and stinking 
breath: and doubtless if the wicked magician could 
etfsct such a diabolic enchantment as that, it is not to be 
wondered at if he did the like by Carrasco and Thomas 
Cecial, to rob me of the glory of my victory ; however, 
this i$ my consolation, that the prowess of my arm hath 
prevailed against my enemy, . whatever shape he has as- 
sumed/' " It is God alone who knows the truth of all 
things," answered Sancho, who well knowing that the 
transformation of Dulcinea was the effect of his own en- 
chantments, upon that account was not quite convinced 
by his master's ai^^ments ; but durst not mutter the least 
word, lest something should have dropped from htm by 
which he might have betrayed himself. 

While they were discoursing in this manner, a gentle- 
man^ mounted in the jockey-fashioB, on a fine fiea-b^^" 
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mare> came up with them^ dressed in a riding coatdTfiste 
f;eeen cloth, faced with murry-coloused velvet, and a 
hunting-cap, of the same; his furniture of a piece^ murry** 
coloured and green ; he had a belt of green and gold, at 
which hung a moorish scimitar, and his buskins were 
wrought in the same manner : his spurs were not gilt, 
but so finely varnished with green, that, as they were 
more of a piece with the rest of his dress, they looked 
better than if they had been pure gold. When this 
gentleman overtook them, he saluted them with great 
politeness, and was spurring on, in order to pass them, 
when Don Quixote calling to him, said, " Signor, if yod 
are not in haste, and are going this way, I should be ex- 
ceeding glad to join company with you." " Sir," an- 
swered the other, '' I should not have been in such haste 
to pass you, but was afraid your horse might be unruly 
in the company of my mare." '^ If that be all," answered 
Sancho, " you may stop your mare when you please, 
with great safety ; ours is the most sober and discreet 
horse in the world, and has more breeding than ever to 
let his naughtiness get the better of him on such ocean 
aions, and never transgressed in this particular but once, 
and then my master and I both suffered severely in the 
flesh for it, I say once more your worship may stop ; for 
if your mare was served up in a dish, our steed would 
not so much as look at her." Upon this assurance^ the 
gentleman stopped, and looked with amazement at the 
air and appearance of Don Quixote, who rode without 
his helmet, which hung like a wallet before Sancho, at 
the pummel of his ass's pannel : and, on the other hand, 
Don Quixote beheld him with no less attention, con- 
ceiving him to be some person of figure and distinction. 
The traveller seemed to be a man about fifty ; he had 
some, though few grey hairs ; his features were sharp, 
and in his looks appeared neither levity nor moroseness : 
in short, his appearance bespoke him a man of con- 
sequence. He looked with a kind of astonishment at 
Don Quixote, as having never beheld such a phenomenon 
before ; the lankness of the horse, and the tall stature of 
the person that rode him, the sepulchral meagreness of 
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Ids aspiect^ his solemn gravity, the strangeness of hi$ 
armour, all together forming such a composition as per^ 
haps had never before been seen in that country. 
i Don Quixote observed with what attention the traveller 
considered him, and by the surprise he saw him in,* 
guessing what he wanted to know, as he was himself the 
very flower of civility, and of excessive complaisance, he 
was resolved to be before-hand with him, and save him' 
the trouble of asking any question ; *' Signor," said he, 
*' 1 am not at all surprized to find, that with amazement 
you contemplate this my appearance, so new to you, and 
so different from that of other mortals ; but your wonder 
will cease, when I have told you that I am of the frater- 
nity of those knights whom people distinguish by the 
title of adventure-hunters. I have left my native home, 
niortg£lged my all, bid adieu to ease and pleasure, and 
cast myself upon fortune to dispose of me as she shall 
think proper ; my design being to awaken the lost and 
decayed spirit of knight-errantry : it is now some time 
since I entered upon the resolution of accomplishing this 
aim, during which period I have suffered a variety of 
fi^rtune, tossed about from one adventure to another, 
sometimes triumphant, at other times not so successful, 
until I have in a great measure fulfilled my design, 
iiaving' relieved many disconsolate widows, afforded pro- 
Uscdon to many distressed damsels, and been of aid and 
assistance to divers married women and fatherless children, 
the true duty and intent of our order ; so that by num- 
berless exploits, becoming a Christian hero, I am now 
celebrated in print through almost all the nations of the 
habitable globe. Thirty thousand copies of my renowned 
history are' already in the hands of the public, and if 
Heaven does not think proper to pilit a stop to it, in all 
likelihood there will be a thousand times as many more. 
In one word, sir, I am Don Quixote de la Mancha, 
otherwise styled tiie Knight of the Rueful Countenance ; 
and though I Own it is illiberal to sound one's own 
praises, yet am I sometimes obliged to do it ; but then 
never unless wh^n no one is by to do it for me : so that, 
signor; after what I have told you, neither my lance nor 
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•bkld, my horse nor my squire, the wamiess of my coun- 
tenance^ nor the lankness of my person, and all xay 
whole composition together, ought any more to affect y<m 
with surprize, since you know the profesaon I am of, 
and the order I belong to." 

There Don Quixote stopped to give the traveller an 
opportunity of reply ; but he was so long be£9re he 
opened his mouth, that it seemed as if he could make no 
answer ; however, after a long pause, ^^ Sir knight," said 
he, *^ you was not mistaken, when, by the surprize you 
9aw me in, you guessed the desire 1 bad to be informed; 
but I am still as much surprized as ever, and though 
what you say may be right, that my knowing who you 
are ought to have made my w<mder cease, it is yet £u* 
frcMn having tha|: effect upon me : can it be possible, that 
there are indeed now in the world knights-errant really 
existing, and that there are published accounts of real 
adventures? I should never have once dreamed that 
there was such a thing upon earth as one who iusiated 
married women and orphans, relieved widows, and pro- 
tected damsels, if I had not had this opportunity of b^iig 
convinced by now seeing you ; and Heaven be praised* 
that this noble history of your real and glorious achievi^ 
ments is . in print, as it must efface and discredit tjiose 
numberless romances about knights-errant, who never 
had being, and with which the world was so pestered 
and abused, to the apparent corruption of the mind of 
the readers, and the discredit of r^ and true hi^ory/' 
" As to that circumstance, sir, there is much to be aaad, 
and you must not be too rash in believing that the 
histories of the knight-errantry are all fable.'^ '^ Is there 
any one,'' answered the traveller, '^ who makes a doubt 
of it ?'* " I do, for one," answered Don Quixote ; ^^ but 
we will drop that subject for the present, as I doubt not 
but, if we con^ue any time travelling together, I shall 
be able, by the blessing of God, to convince you of youy 
error, and to shew you that you are prejudiced only by 
the number of those who have entertained a noti(m that 
such works are fictitious/' 

These last words of Don Quixote gave the gentleman 
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IB grefen H suspicious idea of his understanding ; he had 
« nodou that he must be disordered in his senses^ and 
-was expecting some other proof of it ; but> without en- 
tering into fiuther discourse, Don Quixote desired his 
companion to let him know who he was, as he himself 
had given an account of his iife and situation. To which 
request the gentleman replied, "Sir Knight of the Rueful 
Countenance, I am a gentleman, born in a village where, 
if it pleases God, we shall all dine to-day; my fortune is 
better than moderate, and my name Don Diego de 
Miranda. I pass my time cheerfully with my wife, my 
children, and my friends ; my usual diversions are fishing 
and hunting ; but I neither keep hounds nor hawks ; all 
I have are some decoy-partridges, and a good ferret. 
My library consists of about some six dozen of Spanish 
and Latin books ; some are books of history, others of 
piety ; far as to books of chivalry, I have not yet allowed 
them to come und^r my roof: I am more inclined to the 
reading of profane than religious authors, if the subjects 
they treat of are of an innocent nature, if the style is 
engaging, and the incidents affecting and surprizing; 
but, indeed, Spain produces mighty few performances of 
this sort. I live in terms of good neighbourhood with 
all about me ; sometimes I go to their houses, sometimes 
I invite them to mine ; my table is neat and dean, and 
sufficiently affluent without extravagance. I slander no 
one, nor do I allow backbiters to come near me; my 
eyes pry not into the actions of other men, nor have I 
any impertinent curiosity to know the secrets of their 
lives. I go to mass every day, and the poor man par- 
takes of my substance ; I make no ostentation in the good 
I do, that I may defend myself against the attacks of 
hypocrisy and vain-glory, well knowing, that the best 
fortified heart is hardly proof against these sly deceivers. 
As far as I have an opportunity, I am a reconciler of 
diferences among my neighbours: I particularly pay 
tay devotions to the Blessed Mother, and have an entire 
dependance on the mercies of God our Saviour." 
. Sancho had listened with uncommon attention to what 
the gentleman in green said ; and this discourse seemed 
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to him of such exalted piety and virtue^ that he imme-i 
diately conceived such a man must be endowed with the 
power of working miracles : fully persuaded of the truth 
of this supposition^ he threw himself off his ass, ran up 
to the gentleman^ seized his right stirrup, and with a 
heart overflowing with devotion, and eyes full of tears, 
fell a-kissing his feet. Which humility, when the tra- 
veller perceived, " What is the matter, friend," said he, 
" what is the meaning of these embraces ?" *' Piraty let 
me alone/' said Sancho ; ** for in my life before, ex- 
cepting your worship, did I never know a saint mcHmted 
on horseback." " I have no title to be thought so,*' an- 
swered the gentleman; *' on the contrary, I am a miser- 
able sinner; but the simplicity of your behaviour, my 
friend, shews that you yourself must be a very good 
man." Upon this declaration Sancho quitted him, and 
again remounted Dapple, having, by his behaviour, 
unbended the soleftin gravity of his master into a smile, 
and increased the wonder of Don Diego. 

Don Quixote then made inquiry into the number of 
children he had, informing him, at the same time, that 
the ancient sages, who were not enlightened with the 
knowledge of the true God, reckoned the gifts of fortune 
and nature, abundance of friends, and increase of dutiful 
children, as constituting part of the supreme happiness. 
" Sir," answered Don Diego, ** I have one son ; and if 
I had none, should, peradventure, think myself happier 
than I am, not that he is very bad, but because he does 
not come up to what I would wish him to be. He is 
now eighteen years of age, six of which he has spent at 
Salamanca, studying Greek and* Latin ; and when I 
would have him apply to something else, I found him- so 
dipt in poetry, if tnat deserves the name of science, that I 
could not prevail upon him to take to the study of the 
law, whicn was what I wanted he should do ; nor would 
he apply to divinity, the first and noblest of all sciences. 
I was desirous to make him the honour and ornament of 
his family, as we live in an age, and under a mqnarch,- 
where useful and virtuous learning is so amply recom- 
pensed ; for what is learning without virtue ? No better' 
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than pearls on a dung-hill. He would spend whole days 
in examining whether such a verse in Homer's Iliad be 
es^pressed with propriety^ whether such an epigram of 
Martial is to be construed into a lewd sense or not, and 
whether such a verse in Virgil will bear this or that 
meaning. In a word^ these authors, with Horace, Persius, 
Juvenal, and TibuUus, engross the whole of his time and 
conversation. As to the modem authors of his own 
country, he seems to have no great relish for them, though 
notwithstanding his seeming disregard, he is now busied 
in making a kind of commentary upon four verses, which 
I believe are designed as a subject for a prize in the 
schools.^' 

To this, information the other answered, ^'Signor, chil- 
dren are to be considered as part of the bowels of the pa- 
rents, and, be they good or bad, we must treat them as 
such, and cherish them accordingly. It is incumbent upon 
parents to lead them betimes into the paths of decency 
and virtue, to instil into them sound principles, and train 
them up in Christian discipline, that by these means they 
may be the stay of their declining years, and an honour 
to their own descendants. I am not against using per- 
suasion to incline them either to the study of this or that 
science, but look upon using force as altogether unwar- 
rantable; more especially as the young gentleman does 
not study in view of getting his livelihood, he beiiig so 
fortunate as to have that secured by inheritance : then I 
think he should be indulged in pursuing whatever his 
genius or inclination mostly prompts him to ; and though 
in poetry there is more pleasure than utility, it generally 
does honour to the person who has a vein for it. I liken 
poetry to a young, tender, and beautiful virgin, whom 
many other virgins, that is, all the other sciences, are 
assiduous to ornament, enrich, and embellish ; now as she 
makes use of them allj so likewise does she reflect a lustre 
upon them all. But then this tender virgin is not to be 
handled roughly : she is not to be dragged through the 
street^, exposed in public places, or stand as a prostitute 
at the gates of palaces. She is a kind: of alchymy of such 
rare virtue, that whoever, knows, the nature; of her com-* 
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poaitian may change her into pure gold of inestimable 
value : whoever would keep her must narrowly look afber 
her : she must not be indulged in the indecency of ob- 
scene satire^ nor allowed to run into insipid sonnets. 
And though she may enjoy die profits arising from heroic 
poetry^ weeping tragedy, or laughing comedy, yet the 
muse murt not be venal : no buffoons must have anything 
to do with her, and she must be kept sacred ftom the 
unhallowed midtitude, who neither know nor esteem those 
hidden treasures she carries about her. And think, not 
that by the multitude, I only mean the common rank of 
men : no, under that class I number all who are strangers 
to real knowledge, be they peers, or be they princes. 
But, whoever is possessed of tiiose qualifications I have 
been mentioning, and with them attempts the study and 
execution of poetry, I say, his name will be famous, and 
held in veneration whoever politeness extends its in- 
fluence. As to what you say of your son's not esteeming 
the poetry of his own country, I don't think he is quite 
right in that opinion, ^id for this reason : die mighty 
Homer did not write in Latin, because he was a Greek ; 
nor Virgil in Greek, for the same reason that he was a 
Roman ; and in general, every one of the ancient poets 
wrote in the language of his own country, and did not 
seek for another to clothe the majesty of his ideas. As 
this is the case, I think it should be a prevailing maxim 
in all countries ; nor should we undervalue the German 
poet fbr writing in his own language, nor the Castilian, 
nor even the Biscayan, for writing in his ; but p^haps, 
your son does not dislike Spanish poetry, but Spanish 
poets, as being destitute of the knowledge of other lan- 
guages or sciences, that might contribute to cultivate, 
assist, and enliven, their own natural g^us ; and even 
this prejudice may be carried too far : for the maxim that 
a poet is bom widi his talent, is certainly just; that is, a 
real poet comes forth a poet into the world, and with this 
natural endowment, implanted in him by his Creator, 
produces, without the help of study or cultivation, such 
things as verify that of the poete when they BAjEst Dent 
in nobis. One so bom a poet, if he cultivates his genius 
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preferable to him who, without natural fire, attains to the 
Knowledge oi rules only ; for it is obvious, that as art 
does not exceed nature, but serves to polish and bring it 
to perfection, so art assisting nature, and nature so assisted 
by art, form the accomplished poet. To conclude, signor, 
iny advice is, that your son should be allowed to follow 
the beat of his own inclinalicHi ; and as he must be already 
1^ exceeding good sdiolar, having mastered the learned 
l^mguages, which may be looked upon as having mounted 
the first steps in his progress to the seat of the sciences, 
by the assistance of that knowledge he will be able, with- 
out more help, to climb to the top of human literature, 
which as much adorns and sets off a gentleman as a mitre 
does a bishop, or the long robe of the counsel learned in 
the law. If you find him writing satires injurious to 
private characters bum his works, and rebuke him : but 
if he composes discourses that comprehend for their sub- 
ject of satire vice in general, as Horace did with so much 
elegance, then commend him ; for, though it be unlawful 
to mark and single out particular persons, it is allowable 
to write against particular vices ; for example, to write 
against envy, (h* to lash the envious, and so of others. 
Here are some poets, indeed, who, rather than baulk dieir 
fiuiey of saying a smart thing, will risk being sent to the 
isles of Pontus. As the manners, so will the verses be; 
if the former are chaste, the latter will be so likewise: 
writing is the interpreter of the mind, which will always 
produce what is consonant to its own native conceptions ; 
and when kings, and the great men of the earth, once see 
this wonderful gift oi poetry employed on subjects of wis- 
dom, virtue, and dignity, they bestow marks of honour, 
esteem, and munificence, upon the poet ; they crown him 
from the leaves of that tree, which is proof against 
the glancing thunderbolt, emblematically denoting, that 
nich as wear that crown ought to be secure against all 
hurt or offence." 

The traveller wondered so much at Don Quixote's dis- 
course, that he began to be staggered in his mind whether 
he was a madman or not. But as this conversation did 
not altogether hit Sancho's taste, he had in the midst of it, 
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gone out of the road^ to beg a little milk of some sbepH 
herds who were milking ewes hard by ; and the gentle* 
man in green, who seemed very fond of the good sense 
and ingenious conversation of Don Quixote^ was going to 
renew their dialogue, when the Don, suddenly lifting up 
his eyes, saw a carriage, with the king's colours, meeting 
them upon the road, and taking this for some new ad venture, 
called to Sancho to bring his helmet, Sancho, hearing 
the voice of his master, left the shepherd in great hurry, 
and mounting Dapple, arrived where Don Quixote was, 
•to whom there happened a very terrible and tremendous 
adventure. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

WHERE YOU WILL FIND SET FORTH THE HIGHEST AND 
UTMOST PROOF THAT DON QUIXOTE EVER GAVE, OB 
COULD GIVE OF HIS INCREDIBLE COURAGE WITH T&B 
SUCCESSFUL ISSUE OF THE ADVENTURE OF THE LIONSU 

The history then proceeds to inform us, that when 
Don Quixote called upon Sancho to bring his helmet, he, 
Sancho, was deep in bargain with the shepherds about 
some curds: and finding himself summoned in such violent 
haste by his master, was at a prodigious loss what to do 
with them, for he had paid for them, and could not bear 
the thoughts of losing his purchase : in this extremity he 
had recourse to his master's helmet, in which he safely 
stowed them, and hugging himself in this lucky 
thought, away he trotted to receive the commands of his 
lord and master, who desired him to deliver his helmet^— 
''For," said he, *'if I know aught of adventures, that 
which I descry yonder will prove such a one as will oblige 
me to have recourse to arms." 

Don Diego, upon hearing this declaration, looked about 
him every where, but could discover nothing, except a 
carriage coming towards them, with two or three flying 
flags, by which he guessed that the carriage might be 
loaded with some of the king's money, and mentioned 
^s observation to Don Quixote> who minded not what 
he said, his brain wandering upon adventures, that every 
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thitig must be one^ and nothing but series of one adven* 
ture upon the back of another ; he therefore answered 
the gentleman to this effect: *' Sir, fore-warned and fore^ 
armed is half the day ; I am not now to learn that I have 
enemies of all kinds, visible and invisible ; neither know 
I the time, the place, the hour, nor under whatappearance 
.they wiU attack me." With these words, turning about, 
he demanded his helmet of Sancho, who not having time to 
^ disengage the curds from it, was obliged to deliver it with 
that lining in the inside to his master, who took it, and, with- 
out farther examination, clapped it in a great hurry upon 
his head, which pressing and squeezing the curds,the whey 
began to ooze down his beard ; and this circumstance so 
startled him, that he called out to Sancho, " What can 
this mean ? Is my skull softening, or my brains melting, 
or do I sweat from head to foot? Surely, this I can say, 
that if I do sweat, it is not through fear, though I am 
persuaded this wiU prove a most terrible adventure. If 
you have got any thing, let me have it to wipe me ; for 
this deluge of sweat blinds my eyes/' Sancho replied not, 
but gave him a cloth, and with it sent up his thanks to 
the Almighty, that his master had not found out what it 
was. Don Quixote, after rubbing himself, took off his 
hehnet to see what it was that sat so cool upon his head, 
and perceiving something white and clotted, put it to his 
nose, and snuffed at it. By the life of my Lady Dulcinea 
del Toboso," cried he, " thou hast put curds into my hel- 
met, thou traitor, thou ill-bred squire !" To which apos- 
trophe Sancho answered, with great unconcern and tran- 
quility, " If they are curds, let me have them to eat ; 
but the devil ought rather to eat them, for I am sure it 
must be he who put them there. I offer to defile, your 
worship's helmet I in good truth, I can perceive, by the 
help of that understanding God has given me, that I am 
not without my enchanters too, whp are at me, as a sort 
of member and limb of your worship ; and I'll be sworn, 
have put that nastiness there,, to instigate your worship 
to wrath against me, and to stir up your worship to anoint 
xnj ribs in the manner your worship was wont to do. But 
this time Uiey have missed their aim^ I trow, as I can de^* 
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pend upon the just sentence of my master^ who will eas^ 
weigh with bhnself^ that I had neither curdg^ cream, nor 
any such stuff; «nd that if I had^ it was more likely I 
should have crannned ^em into my own belly than put 
them into your worship's helmet." " All this is possible,^ 
cried Don Quixote : and all this the gentleman saw^ and 
saw with astonishment, more especiallT when our heroi, 
after having cleaned his head, beard, cnops, and helmet, 
clapped the latter upon his skull, and fixing himself in 
his seat, tried whether or not his sword could be eaesily 
drawn ; then grasping his spear, '^ Now," cried he, '^ hanv* 
pen what will luippen, here am I, determined for the 
combat, should the prince of the eviL i^rits set himsdf in 
battle array against me.^' 

By this time the carriage with the streamers was come 
up, attended only by the driver, (who rode one of the 
mules) and a man who sat upon the fore part of it. Don 
Quixote wedged himself directly in their way, and called 
out, " Whither, niy brethren, are you bound? what car- 
riage i&this? what does it contain? what ensigns are 
those displayed ?" To which interrogations the ws^goner 
replied, '' The carriage itself belongs to me, and within 
are two savage lions, which the general of Oran sends to 
court to his majesty : the streamers are the en»gnR of offf 
lord the king, to shew that what is here contained bekngs 
to the crown.'* *' Are these lions large ?" answered Don 
Quixote. '* So large," replied the man, who sat upon the 
fore part of the waggon, ^' that Hone of a more monstroos 
siare never came from Barbary into this kingdom./ I am 
their keeper, and have had several under my charge he* 
fore now, but never any so big as they : there is a nude 
and a female : the he is in the first cage, and the femnde 
in the other ; they are now ravenous with hunger, kaviifg 
had no food to-day, and therefore I must en&eat yoa tD 
get out of the way, as we must make ba^te to the place 
where they are to be fed." To wiSch entreaty Don 
Quixote answered, with- half » smile, ^' What are yoo 
lion whelps to me, and at this time of day too! are Hen 
whelps brought against me; I'll make them who sent 
them hither, yes— by the holy God I I'U make them see 
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^wliether I am a man to be scared l^ Uons. Come, honest 
firiend, getcff; and as yoa are their keeper, open the 
cages and torn them out ; for in the midst of this plain 
-will I make the savage beasts of the wilderness know who 
I>oa Quixote de La Mancha is, in defiance of the en- 
cluDiters who have sent them against me*" 

^^ Ah ! ah I" said Don Diego to himself^ ^* I think our 
knight of the Rueful Countenance has now given us a 
furetty incontestible proof of what he is : these curds have 
certainly soaked his skull, and suppurated his brains.'* 
Then Sancho came up to Diego, and said, " For God's 
sake, signor, take care that my master's worship does not 
encounter these lions, or bdike we shall all of us. be torn 
to pieces/' " What !" answered he, '^ is your master then 
really so much out of his wits, that you believe and dread 
he will engage these savage monsters !" ^ He is not out 
of his wits>" replied Saneho> ^^ but prodigiously bold." 

" I'll make him give over," answered the other r then 
going up to Don Qaixote, who was pressing the keeper 
to open the cages> he said, '^ SigRor, gentlemen of the 
order of knights-errant ought to go upon adventures that 
have a probability of success, not such as are quite despe- 
rate; fov that courage which is almost temerity, savours 
rather of madness than true courage. Besides, these lions 
do not come with any hostile design against you ; no, 
tbey think of nothing less; they are going to be presented 
to the king, and as^t.hey are on their way to court, I think 
they i^iould not be stopped in their journey." '* Pray, 
^oc^ signor," said Don Quixote, " if you will please to 
get away from hence, and look after your ferrets and de- 
coy partridges, do, and leave every one to mind his own 
business : this is my business, and it behoves me to know 
whether or not these lions come against me/' Then turn- 
ing to the keeper, " Sirrah," said he, " if you do not im- 
mediately open the cages, I swear by the living God, I 
will this instant pin you to the place where you sit." 

The carter, seeing the obstinate resolution of this armed 
phantom who addressed him, begged for the sake of cha* 
rity he would let him take off his mules, and get with 
them out of danger, before the Hons w«re uncaged, '' for 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE ACHIEVBMENTS OF 

should my cattle be slain/' said he, ^' I am undone for 
ever^ having nothing to depend upon for bread but this 
cart and these mules." '' Man of little faith/' said Don 
Quixote^ '' alight> take off thy mules^ and do vhat thou 
wilt ; but thou shalt quickly see thou hast laboured in 
vain^ and that thou mightest have spared thyself this un- 
necessary trouble." 

. The carter then got off, and unharnessed in great hurry, 
and the keeper spoke aloud, ^^ I call all present to witness 
that I am forced, against my will, to open the cages, and 
let loose the lions : and I here declare that this gentleman 
is chargeable with, and answerable for> all the harm they 
shall do, as also for my salary and perquisites over and 
above. And now, gentlemen, pray take care of your- 
selves, and get out of the way ; for, as to me, I know 
they will do me no harm." Don Diego again urged him 
to forbear attempting so extravagant an action, alleging 
it was tempting of God to think of going about such a 
desperate undertaking. The other replied that he knew 
what he did ; and Don Diego once more desired him to 
think well of what he was about, as he was certain that 
he deceived himself. *^ Signor," said Don Quixote, " if 
you do not care to be a spectator of what you think will 
be a tragical adventure, set spurs to your mare, and pro- 
vide for your own safety." Sancho, upon this intimation, 
fell a blubbering, and earnestly besought him not to think 
of entering upon this adventure ; '* For, in comparison of 
this/' said he, *' the windmills, the terrible adventure of 
the fulling-mill hammers, nay, all the exploits your wor- 
ship has performed during the course of your life, are 
but custards and puff-paste. Consider, sir/' continued 
he, '' that there can be no enchantment in this cage, I 
myself have peeped through the cage> and there I saw 
the claw of a real living lion ; and sure I am, that the 
beast that owns such a claw, must be bigger than a moun- 
tain." *' Be he large or small," answered Don Quixote, 
'* thy fear would magnify him to the bigness of one half 
of the globe. Begone, leave me : if I die, you know our 
old agreement — ^repair to Dulcinea. — I say no more." He 
spoke several other things, which shewed he was deter- 
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inined on what he wa9 about^ and that all attempts to 
dissuade him were in vain. 

Don Diego would willingly have stopped him^ but had 
neither weapons nor armour equal to the other's, and, 
besides, did not think it prudent to engage with a man 
who was iVantic; for, by this time, he was convinced 
that Don Quixote was so in all respects; who still pressing 
the keeper, and repeating his threats, Don Diego clapped 
spurs to his mare, Sancho applied his heels to Dapple, the 
carter put forward his mules, and all endeavoured to get 
as fast out of the way as they eould, before the beasts were 
let loose. Sancho deplored the fate of his master, who he 
believed was just going to be salcrificed by the lions : he 
bewailed his own hard fortune, and cursed the hour when 
he thought of serving him again : however, amidst the 
intenseness of his grief, he ceased not to punch and jog 
on his ass, that he might get from the. cart as far as pos- 
sible. The keeper, seeing that these runaways were now 
safe at a sufficient distance, renewed his expostulations 
with Don Quixote, who said, " I hear you friend ; but 
give yourself no more trouble with arguments or entrea- 
ties, it will all signify nothing, and therefore I desire you 
will make haste." 

While the keeper protracted the time in opening the 
first grate, Don Quixote considered with himself, whether 
he had best alight for the combat, or continue on the 
back of Rozinante ; and determined, at last, to fight on 
foot, lest his ste^ might take fright at the sight of the 
lions. Accordingly he leaped upon the ground, threw 
away his lance, braced his shield, and drew his sword ; 
in which attitude, approaching with great steadiness, he 
placed himself just before the cart, recommending him- 
self, with great devotion, first to the protection of the Al- 
mighty, and then to his mistress Dulcinea del Toboso. 

We must observe, that at this place the author of this 
history breaks out into pathetic exdamatiohs, expressing 
himself to this purpose: ^^ O Don Quixote de La Mancha! 
renowned for fortitude, brave beyond human expression ; 
thou mirror, in which all heroes of the earth may con- 
template their own perfections! thou second and other 
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Don Manuel de Leon, glory and ornament of Spanish 
knights ! how shall I find words worthy to relate this 
matchless achievement: by what power of argument 
shall I make'it gain credit among future generations ? for 
what encomiums ever so exalted, even beyond the hyper- 
bole, can there be, but that thou deservest? On foot 
thou stoodst, collected within thy magnanimous self, with 
a sword far from being sharp, with a shield far from 
bright and shining ; there, I say, didst thou stand waiting 
and expecting two of the fiercest lions that were ever yet 
engendered in the dens of Lybia. I want words where- 
withal to embellish thy great achievement : let thy own 
exploits then be the hiarbinger of thy praises, O heroic 
Manchegan I'* 

The author here breaks off his exclamation, and pro- 
ceeds in the recital of the history, saying : 

The keeper seeing. Don Quixote fixed in this posture, 
and finding himself under a necessity of letting loose the 
he lion, to avoid the resentment of this enraged and in- 
trepid hero, Hung the door of the first cage open, where 
the lion appeared lying, of a monstrous bigness and terri- 
fying aspect: he immediately turned himself round in the 
cage, put out one of his paws, and stretched himself at 
full length, yawned and gaped with great composure, 
and then with a tongue of above half a yard long, cleaned 
his face and eyes : • after which he thrust his head out of 
the cage, and stared around him with eyes like fire- 
brands ; a sight sufficient to have struck a damp into the 
most intrepid heart: but Don Quixote. only fixed his 
eyes attentively upon him, wishing for the minute he 
would leap out of the cart, that he might engage and cut 
him in pieces ; to such an unaccountable degree had his 
frenzy worked up his disturbed imagination. But the 
lion, naturally generous, and more inclinable to be gentle 
than rough, heeded not his bravadoes or flourishing: on 
the contrary," after having looked around him, as we 
have observed, ; turned about, and shewing our hero his 
backfront, with great composure and tranquillity laid 
himself down again to rest; which circumstance Don 
Quixote perceiving, ordered the keeper to rouse him by 
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blows, and oblige him to come forth : ^* Nay, that I 
wont," answered he ; " for should I enrage him, he 
would immediately tear me to pieces : come, sir knight^ 
be contented with what you have done, which is all that 
can be expected from any man's courage, and give aver 
tempting fortune any more. The door of his cage is 
open, and he may come forth or not as he pleases ; but 
as he has not come out now, he will not all day. The 
intrepidity of your worship's valour is sufficiently 
vouched: I apprehend the bravery of no combatant 
needs do more than challenge his 'adversary, and await 
him in the field ; and, if the enemy wont meet him, the 
imputation of cowardice lies with him, and the crown of 
victory devolves upon the other." " You say true," said 
Don Quixote ; '* shut the door, my friend, and let me 
have under your hand, in the best manner you are able 
to draw it, a certificate of what you have now seen ; for 
I think is is highly fitting mankind should know that 
you opened the lion's cage ; that I waited for him, and 
he came not out ; that I waited for him again, and he 
came riot out ; and that again he laid himself down. I 
am not bound to do any more : so enchantments avaunt, 
and God prosper truth, justice, and noble chivalry : shut 
the door, therefore, and I will wave a signal for those 
who have run off to return, and have an account of this 
action from your own mouth." 

The keeper obeyed ; and Don Quixote clapping upon 
the point of his lance the cloth Sancho had given him to 
wipe off the curds, called out to them who were still pur-, 
suing their flight, and at every step, all in a body, turning 
about their heads, and Don Diego leading them on ; but 
Sancho chancing to espy the signal of the linen cloth, 
'^ I'll be bound to be crucified," said he, " if my master 
has not got the better of the lions; for he now calls to us." 
They all stopped, and perceived it was Don Quixote who 
made the sign ; upon which the violence of their terrori* 
somewhat abated, and they approached nearer and nearer 
by degrees, till they could distinctly hear the voice of 
Don Quixote calling to them : at last they came back to the 
cart, and Don Quixote said to the carter, '^ Harness yout 
u2 
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mules again^ my friend^ and go on in your joum^ ; and^ 
Sancfao^ give him and the keeper two crowns of gold, as 
a recompense for the time I have detained them." " That 
I will most willingly do ; but where are the lions, dead 
or alive ?" Then the keeper very circumstantially, and 
dividing his discourse with great propriety, gave an ac- 
count of the issue of this adventure, exaggerating, with 
all his might, and all the power of rhetoric he could 
muster up, the courage of Don Quixote ; '^ At sight of 
whom," said he, " the slion, over- awed, would not, or 
rather durst not, venture out of the cage, though I held 
the door open a considerable time; and that upon re- 
monstrating to the great knight, that it was tempting of 
God to provoke the lion so far as to oblige him to come 
out by force, as he wanted him to have done, and was 
going to make him do, whether he would or not, his 
honour had suffered the cage-door to be shut/* ** Sancho.** 
said Don Quixote, '^ what doest thou think now? can en- 
diantments avail aught against true courage ? They may 
indeed, and with ease, stand in the way of my good for^ 
tune ; but of valour and resolution they never can deprive 
me/' Sancho gave the crowns to the people, the carter 
harnessed his mules, and the keeper kissed Don Quixote's 
band for his liberality, and promised when he arrived at 
court he would give an account of this heroic achieve* 
ment to his majesty himself. *' Should the king," said 
Don Quixote, " perchance inquire who performed it, tell 
him it was the Knight of the Lions; for I am determined 
that, from this time forward, the title I have been hitherto 
distinguished by, of Knight of the Rueful Countenance, 
shall be changed, bartered, and sunk, into that of Knight 
of the Lions ; and in this alteration I imitate the example 
of knights-errant of old, who, as they pleased, altered 
their designations as it best suited their purposes." 

The carriage went forward, Don Quixote, Sancho, and 
the traveller in green, pursued their journey ; and during 
all this time Don Diego de Miranda was so attentive to re^ 
mark and observe the actions of Don Quixote, that he 
had not opened his mouth ; but looked upon him as a man 
whose good sense was blended with a strange sort of 
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madness ; the reiason was^ he knew as yet nothing of the 
first part of his history : had he read that, his amaze- 
ment at the knighfs words and actions would have 
vanished^ as it would have cleared up to him the nature 
of his frenzy ; but as he knew not that, he was at times 
divided in ms opinion, sometimes believing him to be in 
his senses, and at other times thinking him frantic ; be*- 
cause what he spoke was sensible, consistent, and gen- 
teelly expressed ; but his actions discovered all the symp- 
toms of wildness, folly, and temerity. " For what 
greater sign of disorder," said he to himself, " can there 
be, than for a man to clap on a helmet full of curds, and 
then take it into his head that some magician had liquified 
his skull ; and what more certain proof of fool-hardiness, 
and wild frenzy, than for a person, in spite of all that 
can be said to him, to resolve to engage lions ?" 

Don Quixote interrupted these reflections and soliloquy 
pf his fellow-traveller, by saying, " Signor Don Diego 
de Miranda, I don't doubt but that, in your judgment, 
I must pass for an extravagant madman ; and indeed no 
wonder : for, to be sure, my actions would seem to de- 
clare me such : but, at the same time, I must beg leave 
to say to you, Uiat I am not so dishonoured, or so bereft 
of understanding, as to you I may have seemed. The 
gay cavalier, who in burnished armour, before the ladies, 
prances over the lists, makes a gallant appearance. The 
adventurous knight, too, shews- off to great advantage, 
when in the midst of the spacious square, in view of his 
prince, he transfixes the furious bull. And a noble ap- 
pearance make those knights who, in military exercises^ 
or such like, are the life, spirit, and even honour, of 
their prince's court. But a much more noble figure than 
all these makes the knight-errant, who, in the soli- 
tude of the desert, through the almost impervious pas- 
sages of the forest, and over the craggy mountains, goes 
Jn quest of perilous adventures, to bring them to a suc- 
cessful issue, and that only to obtain glory, honour, and 
an immortal name. A knight-errant, I say, makes a 
more glorious appearance when he assists the widoin iti 
(soiqe. solitary plain; than the courtier knight, when he 
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lavishes his gallantry oti a town-lady. All cavaliers have 
their different spheres, in which they act: let the cour- 
tier pay his attendance to the ladies, adorn the court of 
his prince with the splendour of his equipage, entertain 
gentlemen of inferior fortunes with the hospitality of his 
sumptuous table ; let him propose matches of different 
exercise^ and direct the jousts and tournaments ; let him 
shew himself splendid, liberal and munificent ; and, 
above all, approve himself a good Christian ; in acting 
thus, he will discharge the duties that belong to him. 
But for the knight-errant, let him explore the most hid- 
den recesses of the universe, plunge into the perplexities 
of the labyrinths ; let him at all times not be afraid of 
even impossibilities ; in the barren, wasteful wilderness^ 
let him defy the scorching rays of the solstitial sun, and 
the piercing chillings of nipping frost. Lions must not 
frighten him, phantoms must not terrify him, nor dragons 
dismay him ; for in searching after such, engaging with, 
and getting th^ better of all difficulties, consists his true 
and proper occupation. It being my fortune then to be 
of this last order, I cannot, consistent with that, avoid 
engaging in whatever I deem to be part of the duty of 
my calling : and for these reasons, though I know that 
encountering the lions was in itself an act of the greatest 
temerity, yet it immediately belonged to my profession : 
I am very sensible that true fortitude is placed between 
the two extremes of cowardice and fool-hardiness ; but 
then, it ife better valour should mount even to an over- 
daring hardiness, than be debased to pusillanimity ; for 
as the prodigal is more likely to become truly generous 
than the miser, so will the over-courageous sooner be 
brought to true valour, than the coward to be courage* 
ous at all ; and in undertaking adventures, I assure yoo, 
Don Diego, it is much better to overdo than underdo, aiid 
much better does it sound in the ear of him to whom it 
is related, that a knight is daring and presumptuous, than 
that he is pusillanimous and faint-hearted." 

" Signer Don Quixote," answered. Diego, " I think all 
you have said is cpnsoniant to the rule of right reasbn ; 
and I am of opinion, that if the lawiS and statutes of true 



dbyGoogk 



BON QUIXOTE. ^5 

chivalry were lost, they would be found deposited and 
faithfully recorded in your breast ; but if you please, we 
will put on, for it grows late : let us get towards my 
house and village, that you may have some rest, and 
taste of some refreshment after your late fatigue, which, 
if it does not weary the body, must be heavy upon the 
mind, the labours of which often affect the body like- 
wise.*' " I accept of your invitation, Don Diego," said 
the other, ^' as a favour and mark of politeness." And 
hastening forward a little quicker than they had done 
l)efore, they arrived about two in the afternoon at the 
habitation of Diego, on whom Don Quixote bestowed the 
appellation of the Knight of the Green Surtout 



PART II.— BOOK III. 
CHAPTER I. 

HOW DON QUIXOTE WAS ENTERTAINED AT THE CASTLE 
OR HOUSE OF THE KNIGHT OP THE GREEN COAT, 
WITH OTHER EXTRAVAGANT PASSAGES. 

Don Quixote found that Diego's house, like the 
houses of most country gentlemen, was large and roomy; 
with the arms of the family over the great gates, cut out 
in rough stone ; the buttery was in the yard, the cellar 
was under the porch, and around were placed divers jars, 
which jars being of the manufactory of Toboso, recalled 
the memory of the metamorphosed and enchanted Duk 
dnea:; upon which, without reflecting what he said, or 
before .whom he poured out his sighs and tears: ^' O 
dearest pledges," said he, " which now I find in bitter- 
ness of sorrow, but sweet and ravishing when Heaven's 
high will ordained it so ! O jars of Toboso, which have 
recalled into my: mind the. dear idea of my greatest. sor^. 
row V This exclamation was overheard by the young 
poet, Diego's son, who along with his mother, had come 
down to* receive Don Quixote. Both mother and son 
were struck with his uncouth figure ; .and he, alighting 
from Rozinante, with great good breeding, begged leave 
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to kiss the lady's hands. To which intreaty Don Di^o 
flddedj ^^ Madam, receive with yoar usual politene^ 
Signor Don Quixote de La Mancha^ knight-errantj whom 
I here introduce to you as a gentleman of the brightest 
parts and most intrepid courage of any in the world.'' 
Donna Christiana (for that was the lady's natne) received 
him with all the marks of respect and esteem, and Don 
Quixote over^paid them in polite and mannerly acknow- 
ledgments ; the same kind of intercourse passed between 
him and the young scholar, whom he took by his con* 
versation to be a gentleman of vivacity and acuteness. 

The author here minutely describes Don Diego's 
house, gives an inventory of the furniture usually con- 
tained in the house of a rich country gentleman ; but the 
translators of this history have thought it advisable not 
to mention, these and such other particular matters, as 
being rather foreign from the main scope of this history, 
in which truth has more energy than needless and 
languid digressions. 

Don Quixote was conducted into a hall, where Sancho 
disarmed him; after which, he remained in his other 
accoutrements, a pair of wide waloon breeches, and a 
shamoy-leather doublet, stained with, the rust of his 
armour ; his band was collegian, neither starched nor 
laced, his buskins of the colour of dates, and his shoes of 
waxed leather : he girded upon his thigh his trusty 
sword, which hung at a belt of seal's skin, for it is 
believed he had been for some years troubled with an 
imbecility in his loins : and over all these was a long 
doak of good grey cloth ; but before he stirred any 
further, he applied to his face five or six pitchers (the 
precise number not being exactly ascertained) of fair 
water, which nevertheless still ran off, exhibiting a whey 
colour ; and it was undoubtedly owing to the irregular 
appetite of Sancho, and his having made the bargain iac 
these nasty curds, that his master was now scoured so 
white and so clean. In this equipment, as here described, 
and with a gallant air and address, Don Quixote walked 
into another hall, where the young gentleman of the 
house was, waiting to receive and entertain him till 
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tlinner shonld be got ready ; for as tor the Lady Donna 
Christiana, she was busy in ordering matters so, upon the 
uriTHl o£ this noble guest, as to let it be seen she knew 
what reception to give those who came to visit under her 
Toof. 

While Don Quixote was unarming, Don Lorenzo (that 
was the name of Diego's son) took the opportunity of 
that leisure time to ask his father who that knight was 
he had brought home to them; "For,'* said he, '-his 
name and his uncouth figure, and your telling us at th^ 
same time that he is a knight-^errant, puzzle both mf 
mother and me prodigiously." Said Don Diego, " I 
know not what answer to make you ; all I can say is, I 
never saw a madman act more franticly, and have heard 
him talk so very sensibly, as gave the lie to all his 
actions : but I would have you enter into conversation 
with him, and sound the depth of his understanding ; 
yon have sense enough, and therefore I would have you 
form a judgment according to your own observation : to 
say the truth, I myself am more inclined to believe him 
distracted than otherwise." 

Upon this intimation, Don Lorenzo went to entertaiti 
Don Quixote, as we have mentioned, who, among other 
discourse, said to Lorenzo, ^* Signor Don Diego de 
Miranda, your father, has been pleased to inform me a 
little of your great genius and good judgment, and 
particularly that you are a great poet." '^ A poet in 
some sense I may be," said Lorenzo ; ^^ but a great one 
did I never so much as dare, even in my own imagina- 
tion, to think myself: true it is, I am a little fond of 
poetry, and of reading the good poets ; but don't at all 
for that reason merit the title my father has been pleased 
to bestow upcm me." ''I love your reserve," said Don 
Quixote ; " for poets are usually far removed from 
modesty, each thinking himself the greatest in the 
world." " No rule holds universally," answered Lorenzo, 
^ and there may be one who is really a great poet, and 
yet does not think himself so." " There must be very 
few such," answered the other ; ^' but pray, sir," con- 
tinued he> ^' what verses are those you are about^ which 
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your father says make you so anxious and stodions ? fbr 
if it be commenting upon some theme, I know somewhat 
of the art of paraplmising, and should be glad to see 
what your performance is : and if they are designed as a 
poetical prize, let me advise you to obtain the second, £oie 
the first is decreed in view of interest, or in favour of the 
great quality of some person; but merit carries the 
second : so that, according to the general practice of our 
universities, the third becomes the second, and the first 
the third : but, notwithstanding this acceptation, the 
name of the first makes a great shew." " So far surely," 
said Lorenzo to himself, " this gentleman shews no sign 
of a disturbed understanding; but we'll go on : Your 
worship, I presume, has been long at the schools ; pray, 
sir, what sciences have you addicted yourself to?" 
" That of knight-errantry," replied Don Quixote ; " a 
science equally sublime as your poetry, and, in^my 
humble opinion, even mounted a few steps above it " 
*'That science," answered Lorenzo, '^ I am hitherto a 
stranger to ; it has not yet come within the extent c^ my 
knowledge." '' It is a science," answered the other, 
'^ that includes in itself virtually most, if not all, the 
other sciences in the world ; for he who professes it must 
be a civilian, and know the laws both of distributive and 
commutative justice, to determine with equity and 
propriety, what lawfully and properly belongs to every 
individual : he must be a good divine and casuist, that 
he may, with clearness and precision, defend the prindw 
pies of the Christian faith> which he professes, as ottai 
as he shall be required so to do ; he ought to be a 
physician, and particularly a botanist, that in the midst 
of deserts and wildernesses he may know those herbs 
that are of efficacy in curing wounds; for a knight* 
errant cannot at • every turn have recourse to a :surgeoB.- 
He ought to be an astronomer, to distinguish by the 
stars the time of the night, together with the climlite and 
part of the globe on which he chances to be : he must be 
learned in the mathematics, for which he will frequently 
have occasion ; and besides being adorned with all the 
theological and cardinal virtues, he ought to descend to 
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other minute branched of science : I say, for example^ he 
must know how to swim like an herring, to shoe an 
horse, to mend a saddle and bridle. And, returning to 
what we have observed above, he must preserve his 
fealty to God and his mistress : he must be chaste in 
thought, decent in speech, liberal in action, valiant in 
exploits, patient in toil, charitable with the needy ; and, 
finally, an asserter of truth, even though the defence of 
it should cost him his life. Of all these great and small 
qualities is a good knight*errant composed ; so that 
Signor Don Lorenzo may judge whether it be a snivel 
ling science which is learned and professed by a knight- 
errant ; and whether it may not be compared with the 
sublimest which are taught in colleges and schooW 
" If that be the case,'' replied Don Lorenzo, " I affirm 
•that it has the advantage over all others." " How !" cried 
Don Quixote, '* if that be case !" " What I would say," 
resumed Lorenzo, " is, that I doubt whether there ever 
were or are knights-errant adorned with so many 
virtues." *' I have often said what I am now going to 
repeat," answered Don Quixote, '^ that the greatest part 
of the world believes there never were knights-errant ; 
and, in my opinion, if Heaven does not work a miracle 
to: prove that they both did and do exist, whatever 
trouble may be taken will fail of success, a^ I know by 
repeated experience : I will not, therefore, spend time at 
present in refuting and rectifying the error in which you 
and many others are involved ; but my intention is to 
pray that Heaven will extricate vou from your mistake, 
and give you to understand how advantageous and 
necessary knights-errant have been to the world in past 
ages, and how useful they might be to the present, were 
it the custom to solicit their assistance : but now, for the 
sins of mankind, idleness, sloth, gluttony, and extrava- 
gance, prevail and triumph/' Here Don Lorenzo said 
within himself, ^' Now hath our guest given us the slip ; 
but, nevertheless, he is a whimsical madman, and I 
fihould be an idle fool if I thought otherwise." 
» In this place their discourse was interrupted by a call 
to table ; and Don Diego asked his son what he had fairly 
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extracted from the genius of his guest ? To this iqaesdon 
he replied^ ^' All the best physicians and writers that the 
world contains^ will not extract him fairly from the 
blotted sheet of his madness; but he is a party-coloured 
maniac, full of lucid intervids." They sat down to eat, 
and their repast was such as Don Diego had said upon 
the road he wa$ wont to bestow upon his friends whom 
he invited, neat^ plentiful^ and savoury ! but what yielded 
more satisfaction to Don Quixote^ was the wonderful 
silence that prevailed over the whole house, which^ in 
this particular^ resembled a monastery of Carthusiaiis. 
. The cloth being removed^ grace said, and hands 
washed, Don Quixote earnestly desired that Don Lorenzo 
would repeat the verses designed for the literary contest; 
and the young gentleman answered, ^'Bather than ap- 
pear one of those authors who, when they are requested 
to rehearse their works, refuse to grant the favour, and, 
on the other hand, disgorge them upon those who have 
no inclination to hear them, I will repeat my gloss, from 
which I expect no reward^ as I composed it solely with 
a view to exercise my genius." *' It was the opinion of 
an ingenious friend of mine,'' said Don Quixote, ^' that 
no man ought to fatigue himself in glossing upon verses ; 
because, as he observed, the gloss could never come up 
to the text; and very often, or indeed ahnost always, 
the gloss was foreign to the original proposition : be« 
sides, the laws of ^e gloss were extremely narrow, re^ 
stricting the paraphraser from the use of interrogations ; 
and, * said he,' or^ * I will say ;' as well as from dianging 
verbs into nouns, and altering the sentiment ; with other 
ties and shackles incurred by those who try their fortune 
in this way, as you yourself undoubtedly know." '' Ve- 
rily, Signor Don Quixote,'^ cried Don Lorenzo "I am 
very desirous of entrapping your worship in false Latin ; 
but it is not in my power, for you slip through my fingers 
like an eel." " I do not know," answered the knight, 
'^ what you mean by saying I slip through your fingers." 
" I will explain myself some other time," replied Don 
Lorenzo, " meanwhile your worship will be pleased to 
hear the paraphrase and the text, which run thus : — 
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THE TEXT. 
Could I the moments past renew, 

Though fate should other joys deny : 
Or bring the future 8cene§ to view, 

In time's dark womb that rlp*ning lie. 

THE GLOSS. 
As all things perish and decay ; 

So did that happiness 1 mourn 
On silent pinion fleet away : 

Ah ! never — never to return. 
At fortune's feet forlorn I He : 

Would she aeain propitious strew 
Her favours, who more blest than I, 

Could I the moments past renew. ' / 

No pleasure, palm, or wreath I daim, '' ' \ 

No wealth or triumph seek to find ; ' -} 

For all my wish and all my sum ' " ■ ' 

I s to retrieve my peace of mind. / ' 

Ah, fortune ! thy returning smile 

Would change to bliss my destiny, 
And ev'ry gloomy thought beguile, 

Though fate should other joys deny. 

Fond wish ! impossible and vain, 

No jpow'r on this terrestrial ball 
Can time's unwearied foot detain, 

Or his accomplish'd flight recalL 
He forward flies, nor Iooks behind ; 

And those haiscarriage will pursue 
Who hope the fugitive to bind, 

Or bring the future scenes to view. 

Perplex'd with hopes and fears I live, 

'[hough death at once would ease my pain : 
What folly then for me to grieve, 

Who can that easy cure obtain? 
No ! yet a wiser course I'll steer, 

Resolv'd my fortune still to try, 
Until those happier days appear. 

In time's dark womb that rip'ning lie. 

Don Lorenzo no sooner concluded his paraphrase^ than 
Don Quixote^ starting up, took the young gentleman by 
the right hand, and raising his voice even almost to a 
halloo^ pronounced, *' Now by the heaven of heavens ! 
noble youth, you are the best poet in the world, and de- 
serve to be crowned with laurel, not by Cyprus or Gaeta, 
as an author said, whom God pardon, but by the academy 
of Athens, did it now subsist, and by those of Paris, 
Bologna, and Salamanca, which *are still in being. 
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Heaven grant that those judges who deny you the first 
prize^ may be transfixed by the arrows of Apollo, and 
that the muses may never deign to cross the threshholds 
of their doors. Signor, let me hear, if you please, some 
of your more majestic verses, that I may be thoroughly 
acquainted with the pulse of your admirable genius." 
Is it not diverting to observe, that Don Lorenzo was 
pleased with the applause of Doh Quixote, although he 
considered him as a madman ? O, influence of flattery, 
how far dost thou extend, and how unlimited are the 
limits of thy agreeable jurisdiction ? This truth is veri- 
fied in the behaviour of Lorenzo, who, in compliance 
with the desire and intreaty of the knight^ repeated this 
sonnet on the fable or story of Pyramus and Thisbe. 

SONNET. 
Fair Thisbe*s charms what bulwarks could withstand ! 

They pierc'd even to her galiaiit lover's soul; 
And Cupid hasten'd from the Cyprian strand, 

To view the narrow pass by which they stole. 
Here silence spoke, and through that narrow breach. 

Which ev'n the timid voice durst not essay, 
Th* intrepid souls to perfect union stretch ; 

Inspir'd, emi)0wer d, by love's almighty sway. 
Th' ill-fated pair to death untimely came. 

With flow'ry pleasure's tempting bait entic'd, . 
By the same poignard, monument, and fame. 

At once destroy'd, enclos'd, immortaliz'd. 

'^ Blessed be God !" cried Don Quixote, when he had 
heard the son of Don Lorenzo, '^ that amidst the infinite 
number of consumptive poets that now exist, I have 
found one consummate, as your worship has plainly 
evinced yourself, by the art and execution of those 
stanzas." 

The knight was sumptuously regaled in the house of 
Don Diego for the space of four days ; at the expiration 
of which he thanked his entertainer for the noble treat- 
ment he had received from his hospitality, and begged 
leave to depart : for as it did not become knights-errant 
to devote much time to ease and banqueting, he was de-* 
sirous of fulfilling the duty of his profession, in seeking 
adventures, with which he understood that country 
abounded, and in which he hoped to employ the time 
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till the day of the tournainent of Saragossa, whither he 
was bound ; but, first of all, he was resolved to enter the 
cave of Montesinos, about which so many strange stories 
were recounted all over that neighbourhood, that he 
might investigate and discover the origin and real springs 
of the seven lakes of Ruydera. Don Diego and his son- 
applauded the glorious design, and desired he would 
supply himself with whatever their house or fortune 
<M>uld afford ; for they would, with the utmost good- will, 
perform that service, which they equally owed to his 
personal valour and honourable profession. At length 
arrived the day of his departure, as joyful to the knight, 
as dismal and unfortunate to Sancho Panza, who nad 
lived so much at his ease, amidst the plenty of Doi^ 
Diego's house, that he could not, without reluctance, 
return to the hunger that prevails in dreary forests, and 
to the poverty of his ill-provided bags, which, however, 
he now took care to fill and stuff with what he thought 
most. necessary for his occasions. 

At parting, Don Quixote, addressing himself to Don 
Xiorenzo, " I know not," said he, '* whether I have al- 
ready told your worship, but if I have, let me now re- 
peat the intimation, that when you are inclined to take 
the shortest and easiest road to the inaccessible summit 
of the temple of fame, you have no more to do but to 
leave on one side the path of poetry, which is pretty 
narrow, and follow that of knight-errantry, which, 
though the narrowest of all others, will conduct you to 
the ^rone of empire in the turning of a straw.'' With 
this advice did the knight, as it were, sum up the process 
of his madness, which, however, was still more manifest 
in this addition. *' Heaven knows what pleasure I should 
feel in the company and association of Don Lorenzo, 
whom I would teach, by my own example, to spare the 
fallen, and trample the haughty under foot ; virtues an- 
nexed to the order I profess. But as his tender years do 
not require such tutorage, nor would his laudable ex- 
ercises permit him to pursue my steps, I shall content 
myself with assuring his worship, tnat b^ng a poet, 
he may certainly acquire renown, if he will conduct 
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hiniself rather by the opinion of others, than his own*; 
ibr no parent ever thought his own offspring ngly^ and 
this ]N'ejudioe is still more strong towards the chHdren 
•f the understanding." 

, Both father and son admired anew the strange medley 
of Don Quixote's discourse^ in which so much discretion 
and madness were jumbled together; and were asUv 
nished at the wilfulness and obstinacy with which he 
was so M^holly bent upon the search of his mi sad ven- 
turous adventures^ that constituted the very aim of all 
bis desires. Nevertheless^ they repeated their offers of 
service and civility, ^and with the good leave of the lady 
of the castle, Don Quixote and Saneho set out on Rozi- 
Qante and Dapple. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE ADVENTURE OF THE AMQROUS SHEPHERD^ AND 
TRULY COMICAL PASSAGES. 

A LiTTXiB way Don Quixote had travelled from, the 
habitation of Don Diego, when he was joined by two 
persons dressed like ecclesiastics, or' students, and a 
couple oi labouring men mounted upon asses ; behind 
one of the students was a bundle wrapped up in green 
buckram, seemingly consisting of some linen and two 
pair of coarse thread stockings ; while the other was en- 
cumbered with nothing but a couple of new black 
fencing foils, with their buttons. The countrymen car- 
ried other things, which discovered and gave notice that 
they were on their return firom some great town, where 
they had made a purchase, and were bringing it home to 
their own village; and they, as well as the students, 
were seized with that admiration which was incident to 
all those who for the first time beheld Don Quixote ; 
indeed they burned with curiosity to know what sort of 
a creature he was, so different in appearance from other 
men. 

The knight saluted them courteously, and imder- 
standing their road was the same route tliat he designed 
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to follow^ made a proffer of his company^ at the same 
time begging they ivould slacken their pace^ as their 
beasts travelled faster than his horse. In order to facili- 
tate their compliance with his request^ he briefly told 
them who he was^ made them acqiiainted with his office ' 
and profession^ which was chivalry, and observed that he 
was going in quest of adventures through all parts of the 
world ; giving them to understand, that his proper name 
was Don Quixote de La Mancha, and his appellative, 
the Knight of the Lions. 

All this information was Greek, or gibberish, to the 
countrymen, but not to the students, who immediately 
discovered the weakness of Don Quixote's brain ; never- 
theless, they beheld him with admiration, and one of 
them, in a respectful manner accosted him thus : '^ If 
your worship, sir knight, follows no determined road, as 
those who go in quest of adventures seldom do, be so 
good as to accompany us, and you will be an eye-witness 
of one of the most splendid and opulent weddings that 
ever was celebrated in La Mancha, or in many leagues 
around." 

When Don Quixote asked if it was the marriage of 
any prince, which he so highly extolled, the other re- 
plied, ^' It is no other than the bridal of a farmer and a 
country maid ; he the richest of all this neighbourhood, 
and she the comeliest tliat ever man beheld. The pre- 
parations are new and extraordinary ; for the marriage 
is to be celebrated in a meadow adjoining to the village 
of the bride, who, by way of excellency, is called Qui- 
teria the Beautiful, and the bridegroom is known by the 
appellation of Camacho the Rich : she is but eighteen, 
and he turned twenty, so that they are extremely well 
matched ; though some curious persons, who remember 
all the pedigrees in the world, are pleased to say« that 
her family has in that respect the advantage of Camacho's: 
but now-a-days these circumstances are altogether over- 
looked ; for wealth is able to repair a number of flaws. 
In a word, Camacho is liberal, and has taken it in his 
head to overshadow and cover the whole meadow in such 
a manner, that the sua will find some difficulty in pene^ 
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trating, BO as to visit the verdant j^ants with which the 
ground is adorned. He has likewise hespoke chmoe 
dancers, hoth with swords and morrice-hells ; for there 
are people in the village who can jingle and snap to per- 
fection ; not to mention your shoe-slappers, a power of 
whom are summoned to the nuptials : but none of those 
things I have mendcmed, or of a great many circum- 
stances I have left untold, are likely to render the mar- 
riage so memorable as the behaviour which is on this oc- 
casion expected from the rejected Basilius. 

^' This Basilius is a neighbouring swain, and towns- 
man of Qoiteria, and there is nothing but a partition- 
wall between his house and that of her parents, whence 
Cupid took occasion to renew the long-forgotten loves of 
Pyramus and Thisbe ; for Basilius became enamoured of 
Quiteria, even from his tender years, and she smiled 
upon his passion with all manner of honourable indul- 
gence ; insomuch that the. love of the two children, Basi- 
lius and Quiteria, furnished entertainment and discourse 
for the whole village. As their age increased, Quiteria's 
father resolved to forbid Basilius the usual access he had 
to his house ; and, to free himself from all sorts of jea- 
lousy and suspicion, proposed a match between -his 
daughter and the rich Camacho, thinking it would not 
be so well to give her away to Basilius, to whom fortune 
had not been so kind as nature ; though, to tell the truth, 
without envy or affection, he is the most active young 
man we know, an expert pitcher of the bar, an exceUent 
wrestler, and great judge of hand-ball: he runs like a 
deer, leaps nimbler than a goat, plays at nine-pins as if 
he used enchantment, sings like a sky-lark, touches the 
guitar so as to make it perfectly speak, and handles a 
foil like the best fencer in the world." ** For that sde 
accomplishment," cried Don Quixote, *' the young man 
deserves not only to be married to the beautiful Quiteria, 
but even to Queen Ginebra herself, were she now alive, 
in spite of Sir Lancelot, and all those who should endea- 
vour to oppose the matdi," ** Let my wife alone fior that," 
said Sancho Pansa, who had hitherto travelled in silent 
attention; *^she, good woman, wouldhave very body match 
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«7ith his equals sticking to the old proverb^ that says, 
' Let every goose a gander choose.' What I would wil- 
lingly see is the marriage of this worthy Basilius ; for 
he has already got my good-will^ with that same Lady 
Quiteria ; and God grant them peace and plenty^ ana 
rest their souls in heaven (his meaning was quite the re-* 
v^rse) who prevent lovers from marrying according to 
their inclinations." '* If that was always the case/' re- 
plied Don Quixote^ " parents would be deprived of that 
election and jurisdiction (hey possess, to marry their chil-« 
dren when and how they think proper : and if every 
daughter was at liberty to indulge her own inclination in 
the choice of an husband, one would perhaps choose her 
£&ther's serVant,and another place her affections upon some 
gaudy coxcomb whom she might chance to see passing 
along the street, even though he should be a disorderly 
ruffian : for love and affection easily blind the eyes of the 
understanding, which are so necessary towards the settie- 
• in^3t of one's own condition in life ; and, as we are apt 
to commit very important mistakes in the article of ma- 
trimony, it requires great caution, as well as the parti- 
cular fayour of Heaven, to succeed in the choice of & 
wife. A prudent man, who is resolved to undertake a long 
journey, will, before he sets out, endeavour to find a 
safe, quiet, and agreeable fellow-traveller. Then wh^ 
dumld not the same pains be taken, by the man who la 
going to travel through the whole journey of life ? espe-* 
cially in the choice of 4 companion for bed, board, and 
every other purpose for which the wife is subservient to 
the husband : a man's own wedded wife is not like a 
commodity which, being (Mice bought, may be bartered, 
exchanged, or returned, but is an inseparable appendage 
that lasts for hfe. 

*^ Marriage is a noose, into which if the neck should 
happen to slip, it becomes inexplicable as the Gordian 
knot, and cannot be undone till cut asunder by the 
scythe of death. Much more could I add upon this sub-^ 
ject, if I were not prevented by the desire I have to know 
whether Mr. Licentiate has any thing further to entertain 
us with, relative to the history of Basilius." To this 
x2 
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Iwt the Other (call him scholar, bachelor^ or liceiituite) 
r^Ued, " I have not any thing material to add, but thaft 
from the time he understood Quiteria -was to be married 
to Camacho the Rich, he was never seen to smile^ oi^ 
heard to speak consistently : he is thoughtful and mdiani* 
choly, talks to himself; all which are undoubted symp* 
toms of a disordered mind. He scarce either eats or sleeps ; 
and what little he does eat is fruit; when he sleeps at all 
it is upon the bare ground, and in the open air, like the 
beasts of the field. He every now and then looks up to 
heaven ; at other times, like one stupid, fixes his eyes 
on the ground, and seems as if he was a clothed statue^ 
with the drapery flowing to the gales of the wind : in a 
word, he gives such indications of a fatal passion, that 
we believe for certain, when Quiteria to-morrow pro- 
nounces the word Yes, she will in that seal the sentence 
of his death." 

~ " God will order things better," said Sancho, '* fat 
he inflicts the wound, and will also perform the cure. 
No one knows what may happen ; there are a great many 
hours between this and to-morrow, and in one hour, even 
in a moment, down comes the house : I have myself seen 
sun-shine and rain at the same time ; a man goes to bed 
well at night, but cannot bestir himself next morning. 
Let me know, the best of ye, if any man can brag of 
having put a spoke in fortune's wheel ? no one, to be 
sure ; and between the Yes and No of a woman, I would 
not venture to thrust the point of a pin, and that for a 
weighty reason, because there would not be room for it: 
if you will allow me one thing, that Quiteria loves Ba- 
silius, I'll yet engage him to give a wallet full of good 
luck ; for I have been told, that love wears a pair of 
spectacles, which spectacles make copper look like gold^ 
and poverty appear to be riches, and ispecks in the eyes 
seem pearls.'' ^^ A curse on thee !*' cried Don Quixote, 
" what is it those wouldst be at ? once thou art set in to 
sti'inging thy provetbs, none but Judas, with whom I 
wish thou wert, can have patience to hear thee out ! Say, 
animal, what knowest thou about spokes or wheels, or 
any other thing whatsoever?'' *' O! since thoU do not 
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understand me/' answered the squire, '^ no wonder Jrou 
think it nonsense what I say ; but that signifies nothing, 
I understand myself,, nor have I said many nonsensical 
tldngs yet, only your worship always plays the cricket 
upon my words and actions." "God confound thee, 
thou ,confounder of all language !" said Don Quixote. 
'.* Cricket ! I suppose thou meanest critic.'* '* As to that 
matter, sir," said Sancho, " be not too severe upon me; 
you know I was neither bred at court, nor studied at 
Balamanca, to know when I am right in the letter of a 
"word ; and, as I hope for mercy from God, I think it 
unreiisonable to expect that the Sayagues* should speak 
m the same manner as the Toledans ; though, for that 
Matter, there are Toledans who are not more nice than 
odier folks at the work of speaking properly." ** Very 
true/* said the licentiate, " for how should a man, whose 
business is in the tan-yards, and in the Zocodover,t speak 
$o good language as they who do nothing but walk from 
morning to night in the cloisters of the cathedral ? and 
yet they are all Toledans : on the other hand^ purity, 
property, elegance, and perspicuity, are to be found 
ftmong polite people of sense, though they be natives of 
Majalahonda ; I say people of sense, because so great a 
number of people are not so, and sense is the foundation 
0f good language, assisted by custom and use. I must 
tell you, gentlemen, it has pleased God, for my sins, 
that I have studied the canon-law at Salamanca, and I 
pique myself a little on being able to converse in clear, 
easy, and expressive language." ^' If you had not piqued 
yourself more upon your dexterity at these good-for-no- 
thing foils you carry about with you, than upon your 
knowledge in languages, instead of lagging the hindmost^ 
you must have been at the head of your class/' said the 
other student *' I tell you, Mr. Bachelor, that you are 
the most prejudiced man in the world in that respect, for 
treating dexterity at the sword as a matter of no signifi- 
cation." " It is no prejudice with me ; it is a confirmed 

• * Poor people that live about Zamora. 

f Zocoaover, a square in Toledo, like Smithfield, where cattle ar« 
iold.' 
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opifiion of truth/' replied Oorchuelo ; '^ and if yoa 
please to make the experiment^ I will convince yoo. 
Yoa carry foils now along with you, and an opportnnity 
offers ; I'll shew you that I have nerves and strength, 
backed with such courage as will prove sufficient to de- 
monstrate to you, that my opinion is not the effect of pre- 
judice : get off your ass, and try your measured dis- 
tances, your wheelings, your longes, and art of defence ; 
and I'll engage, vrith only the plain rustic skill I have, to 
make you see the stars at noon-day ; for I trust, under 
God, the man is yet unborn who can make me turn 
my back ; nor have I met with any man whom I will 
not oblige to give ground." " As to turning your back 
or not turning your back, that is none of my business," 
replied the master of the science ; though it is not im- 
possible but that the first spot you fix your foot on may 
prove your burying-ground : I mean, it is possible you 
may be left for dead there, for slighting the noble science 
o£ defence.'* *' That we shall see presently," replied 
Corchuelo, jumping hastily upon the ground, and snatch- 
ing with great fury one of the foils, which the other 
carried upon his ass. 

Here Don Quixote cried out '^ Not so by heavens? I 
will be umpire of this fencing match, and judge of this 
long controverted dispute." So saying, he alighted from 
Rozinante, and grasping his lance, planted himself in the 
very middle of the roast,, just as master licentiate in a 
masterly posture, and regular advances, was making to- 
wards Corchuelo, who rail at* him with fire, as the saying 
is, flashing from his eye ; while the two country fellows, 
without dismounting, sat still as spectators of this most 
dreadful tragedy. Corchuelo assailed him every way 
with high strokes, low-strokes, back-strokes, cuts, thrusts, 
slashes out of number, and as thick as hail ; in short, he 
fell upon the hcehtiate like an enraged lion, but was 
checked a little in the career of his fury by a smart push 
&i the mouth from the licentiate's foil, who made him 
kiss the button, though with less devotion than if it had 
been a relic. In a word the licentiate, by skilful and well 
planted thrusts, counted the buttons of his cassock^ and 
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went through it so often, that k hung in rags like the 
tails of the pol3rpus : twice was Gorchuelo's hat struck ofF^ 
and so spent was he, that in rage and spite, and furious 
choler, he flung the foil into the air with so much force, 
that one of the countrymen who went to fetch it, heing^ 
a kind of scrivener, declared upon oath, that it went near 
three quarters of a league ; which affidavit being preserved^ 
has been, and is, a testimony to demonstrate that art 
prevails over strength' 

Corchuelo, quite tired out, sat down, and Sancho going 
up to him, '^ Mr. Bachelor," said he, if you will be ruled 
by me, from henceforth challenge no one to fence, but 
dare them to wrestle and pitch the bar, since now you 
are of a proper age and strength for that exercise ; for 
I have heard say of these featcers, that they can thrust 
you the point of a sword through the eye of a needle." 
^^.I am now convinced," answered Corchuelo, '^^ and am 
taught by experience a truth I could not othefrwise have 
believed." 

. So getting up, he went and embraced his adversary, 
and they were now better friends than ever. The com« 
pany not being willing to wait for the scrivener, who was 
gone after the foil, imagining he might be too long ab- 
sent, resolved to put forward as fast as they could, that 
they might arrive early at Quiteria's village, whither 
they were all going. As they travelled on their way, 
the licentiate demonstrated to them the excellencies of 
the noble science of defence, by such convincing argu- 
ments, drawn from the nature of truth and mathematical 
certaintyy that every one was convinced of the usefulness 
of the science ; and Corchuelo, particularly, was made 
a convert, and entirely cured of his obstinacy. 

The night was just fallen, and before they came to 
the village it seemed as if something like a heaven full 
of an infinite number of bright stars was between them 
and itc they likewise heard an harmcmious but mixed 
sound of flutes, tambourines, psalters, cymbals, drums, 
and bells. As they came nearer, they perceived the 
boughs of an harbour, which was made on one side of 
the entrance into the village ; and this all flaming with 
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lights^ which were not in the least disturbed bj. the 
wind ; for the evening was so cakn^ that there was not m 
breath of air^ so much as to move a leaf upon a tree. 
But the life and spirit of the wedding consisted in the 
musiciima, who in bands ranged up aSiid down that de« 
Hghtful place^ some singings ami some dancing, and 
others playing upon the different instruments. In a 
word, it looked as if joy and delight were sporting and 
playing through this meadow : a great many were enn 
ployed in raising scaffolds, that they might view firom 
them more commodiously the plays and dances which 
were to be in that place, to solemnise the nuptials of 
Camacho the Rich, and the obsequies of Basilius. Dan 
Quixote refused to enter the village, though the bachdksr 
and the countrymen invited him : but he pleaded what 
he thought a sufficient excuse, the custom of knight* 
errant to sleep in fields and forests rather than in towns, 
though under gilded roofs ; and therefore he turned a 
little aside, grievously against the will of Sancho, who 
had not yet forgotten the good lodgings he had enjoyed 
at the house of Don Diego. 



CHAPTER III. 

AN ACCOUNT OF RICH CAMACHO's WEDDING, AND WHAT. 
BEFEL POOR BASILIUS. 

The fair Aurora had hardly allowed Phcsbus time to 
dry up the liquid pearls that hung upon his golden locks, 
when Don Quixote, shaking from his limbs the drowsy 
fetters of sloth, got upon his legs, and called to Sancho* 
Panza, who lay stretched along, and snoring, which 
situation his master seeing, before he awaked him, broke 
out in this soliloquy : ^' Happy thou, and blessed beyond 
the fate of other mortals, who, neither envying nor 
envied, sleepest sound, with unconcern of soul ! £n* 
chanters neither persecute, nor enchantments terrify 
thee : sleep on, I say again, and a hundred times more I 
say, sleep on ; no jealousies, on account of a mistress, 
torture thee with perpetual watchings ; no anxious cares 
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of paying debtd awake thee; no solicitude how thou 
toust to-morrow provide for thyself and little ones^ breaks 
in upon thy slumbers. Ambitious views create thee no 
disquiet : nor the vain pomp of this empty world occa« 
stons thee any disturbance; thy concern is centered with- 
in ^e bounds of taking care of thy ass ; for as to taking 
cave of thy person^ that is laid upon my shoulders^ a 
charge and burthen that both nature and custom have 
laid upon masters ; the servant sleeps^ while the master 
is awake^ and thinking how he shall maintain him^ ad** 
vtance in life^ or do him some service. The uneasiness 
that arises from seeing the heavens^ as it were^ hard as 
brass, locked up, and refusing rain to cherish the earthy 
brings no anxiety upon the servant, but upon the master 
wboy in the days of dearth and famine, is bound to pro* 
vide for him who served him in the time of abundant 
and plentiful harvest." 

To all this effusion Sancho answered not one word ; for 
he was fast asleep, nor would have waked when he did, 
but that his master jogged him with the butt-end of his 
lance. He- waked yawning and drowsy ; and turning 
his face every way, " Umph," said he, " from yonder 
shady bower, if my nostrils deceive me not, proceeds 
rather the steam and savour of broiled rashers of bacon, 
than the fragrance of thyme and jessamine. O' my con- 
science, weddings that begin in this manner, must needs 
in truth, be magnificent and abundant." " Thou epicure," 
said Don Quixote, '^ have done, and let us go see this 
wedding, and whatwill be the fateof the slighted Basilius." 
''Let his fate be as it pleases," quoth Sancho ; '' what! h& 
poor, and marry Quiteria ! A pretty fancy truly, for one 
not worth a groat, to think of matching so high ; 'tis my 
opinion, a man who is poor ought to bless God for what 
he finds, and not be diving to find troubles at the bottom 
of the sea. I'll lay a limb that Camacho can cover this 
same Basiliusfrom head to foot with sixpenny pieces ; and 
if this be so, as it certainly is, Quiteria would be a pretty 
lady of a bride indeed, to refuse all the fine clothes and 
fine things that I warrant you Camacho has given her al- 
ready, and can give her still more; and to prefer, instead 
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of tliein> a pitch of the har truly, and a pass at the foils, 
which it seems make up Baaalius's riches. Go into a 
tavern for a pint of wine^ and see if they will take a pitch 
of the har^ or a clever push of the foils, in lieu of tibe 
reckoning: as for your abilities, and your refinen^nts 
and graces, that will bring in none of tne ready ; Count 
Dirlos may have them for me ; but when they happen to 
take their resting-place on a man who has wherewithal, 
O ! then, I wish no better than that my life may shew off 
i|8 well as they do. Upon a g^ood foundation a good 
house may be raised, and the very best bottom and best 
foundation of any is wealth." '* O !" cried Don Quixote, 
'' have done, have done with this harangue ; I do, from 
my soul believe, if one would but suffer thee to go on, 
thou wouldst lose both thy eat^g imd sleeping in talk- 
ing." " Was your worship possessed of a good memory," 
replied Sancho, '^ you would semember certain artides 
stipulated between us, before we sallied forth upon this 
expedition ; one of which was, that I was to talk as mudi 
as I pleased, provided, it was not scandal against my 
neighbour, or derogating from your worship's auth^ity; 
and I imagine that nothing I have hitherto said is a 
breach of this agreement" ^f I remember no such agree- 
ment," said Don Quixote ; but allowing it to be so, it is 
my pleasure you should give over, and come attend me; 
for now the instruments we heard last evening send their 
cheering notes through the valleys ; and beyond all doubt, 
the nuptials will not be put off to the sultry heat of the 
noon day, but be solemnized in the fresh cool of the 
morning/* 

Sancho did as he was coinmanded, and putting on 
Roziuante's saddle and Dapple's pannel, they both 
mounted and gently walked their beasts into the artificial 
shade. The first object that presented itself to the eyes 
of Sancho was an entire bullock spitted whole upon an 
elm, roasting by a fire of wood of the size of a middling 
mountain, and round it six pots, but not such pots as are 
cast in common moulds, for they were half jars, andeadi 
of them contained a whole shamble of meat ; whole sheep 
Ibund room in them^ and were stowed as commodiously 
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is if they had been so many pigeons. There was an in- 
nomerable quantity of cased hares and ready-plucked 
£bwl8^ that hung about the branches of th^ trees, . ready- 
to be swallowed up in these receivers ; and an infinite 
number of wild fowl, with vast quantities of venison^ 
were likewise hanging about the trees, for the air to cool 
tiiem. San<^ho himself told above threescore skins, which, 
as it was afterwardi^ discovered, were full of rich wines, 
each skin containing about twenty-four quarts. Loaves 
ck£ the whitest bread were piled up like heaps of wheat 
on a threshing floor; and such a quantity of cheese 
ranged in the Sirm of bricks, as seemed a wall ; two caul- 
drons of oil, larger than a dyer's vat, were ready for fry- 
ing their fritters and pancakes, and when fried they took 
them out with strong peels, and dipped them in another 
]^t that stood by, full of prepared honey. The cooks, 
Baen and women, amounted to above fifty ; dean, good- 
humoured, and all busy ; in the belly of the roasting 
bullock were sewed a dozen sucking pigs, to make it ten- 
der and savoury. Spices of all sorts, which seemed to 
have been bought by wholesale, and not by retail, stood 
in a vast chest. In short, the preparations for the wed- 
ding were indeed in a rustic taste, but in such plenty and 
profusion, as might have feasted an army. 
■ Sancho looked at every thing, attentively considered 
oach particular, and was in. raptures with the whole. But 
his whole heart and affections were chiefly captivated 
by the flesh pots ; out of them he would have been glad, 
with all his heart, to have filled about a moderate barrel. 
Then the wine-skins made his bowels yearn ; and after 
these the contents of the frying-pans, if vessels of such 
immoderate size may be so called. He could hold out 
no longer, it was not in the power of his nature to con- 
tain himself; therefore, up he went to one of the cooks, 
^ho was busy, and addressing himself to him with an hum- 
ble and hungry air, begged that he might be permitted ta 
aop a luncheon ofbreadin one of the pots. To which request 
the cook replied, " Hunger does not preside over this day, 
thanks be to Camacho the rich; even alight, and see if 
thou canst find any where a ladle, and slum out a fowl o|r 
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two, and much good may it do thy good heart/' ^' I aetr 
no ladle/' said ^ncho. ** Grod forgive me all my smsi": 
cried the cook, *' what a poor helpless thing thou art > 
stay/' So saying he laid hold of a kettle, and dipping it 
at once into one of the half jar pots^ broogh't up three 
pullets and a couple of geese. *' Here/' said he^ '< eat, 
make a breakfast with this scum, and see if yoo can stay 
your stomach with it till dinner time/' '^ I have notfamg 
to put it in," said Sancho. ** Then take ladle and all," re* 
plied the cook ; ^* for Gamacho's riches and good fortune: 
are sufficient to supply every thing/' 
• While Sancho Panza passed lus time in this manner, 
Don Quixote was attentive in observing about a dozen 
of countrymen, who entered in at one side of this spaciona 
arbour, mounted upon beautiful mares^ each of them ae-^ 
coutred with rich and gay caparisons, and hung round' 
with little bells. They were clad in holiday apparel, and 
coursed round the meadow in a body, and in regular 
careers, several times, with a joyous moorish shout, flou- 
rishing, and crving out, '^ Long live Camacho and Quiteria 
he as rich as she is fair, and she the fairest of the uni-> 
verse/* Which exclamation Don Quixote hearing, said 
within himself, ^' It is evident they never have beheld the 
beauty of my Dulcinea del Toboso ; had they ever been, 
blessed with a sight of her transcendant charms, ^ey 
would be more sparing in their praises of this their 
Quiteria." 

. Some time after, there entered, at different parts of the 
arbour, different sets of dancers ; one of which consisted 
of twenty-four sword-dancers, all of them clean, well* 
made, jolly swains, clad in fine white linen, and white 
handkerchiefs embroidered with silk of various colours.^ 
One of those who were mounted upon the mares asked a 
youth, who led the band of the sword-dancers, whether 
any of his companions had received any hurt ? '^ As yet,** 
replied the other, ^' we are all safe and sound; thanks be 
to God, no one is wounded;" and imihediately upon that 
mixed among his companions with so many twistiugs and 
windings, and with such dexterity that though Don 
Quixote had been used to behold such ^ dances, he never 
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saw any he approved so much. Another dance nkenrise 
pleased him prodigiously ; that was another chorus of 
twelve most beautiful damsels^ of such an age that none 
aqppeared under fourteen^ nor did any seem to be quite 
eighteen ; they were all clad in green stuff of Cuen^a, 
their locks were some plaited^ some flowing loose^ and all 
so fine and flaxen, as to rival those of Phoebus himself 
and crowned with garlands of roses, of jessamine, and of 
woodbine. This beautiful bevy was led up to the dance 
by a venerable old man and an aged matron, both more 
airy and agile than could be expected from their years. 
A bagpipe of Zamora was their music, and with modesty 
in their looks and countenances, and lightness of foot, 
they danced and tripped it away the prettiest in the 
world. After these, entered an emblematic dance of eight 
n3anphs, divided into two bodies : the god of love led 
one^ and Interest the other ; Cupid with his wings, his 
bow, his quiver, and arrows ; Interest clad in gold, and 
silk of rich and various colours. The nymphs, attendants 
on Cupid, had their names displayed in white parchment, 
and capital letters on their backs : the first was named 
Poetry, the second Discretion, the third Pedigree, the 
fourth Bravery. The attendants on Interest were like** 
wise characterized : the first was Liberality, the second 
Bounty, the third Treasure, the fourth Quiet Possession. 
The whole mask was preceeded by a wooden castle, 
drawn by savages clad in ivy and hemp dyed green, and 
so savage they looked, that they had almost frightened 
Sancho. On the front, and on each of the four sides of 
this machine, were inscribed these words, *' The Castle 
of Discretion." Four able musicians played on the tabor 
and the pipe. Cupid, who began the dance, after he had 
made two movements, lifted up his eyes, and bent hi^ 
bow against a damsel that stood upon the battlements of 
the castle, to whom he pronounced this address : 

I am the sod whose pow*r extends 
Through the wide ocean, earth, and sky ; 

To my soft sway all nature bends, 
Compell'd by beauty to comply. 

Fearless I rule in calm and stomi. 



Indulge my pleasure to the full, 

Tilings dcem'd impossible perform^ 

Bestow, resume, ordain, annul. 
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Hftvuig repeated these stansas^ he shot an arrow to 
the top of the castle^ and retired to his station. Then 
Interest advanced, and performed other two movements ; 
after which the tabors were silent, and the power re- 
hearsed these lines : — 

My pow'r exceeds the might of Love ; 

ror Cupid bows to me alone ; 
Of all things fram'dby Heav'n above, 

The most respected, sought, and known. 
My name is Interest, mine aid 

But few obtain, though ail desire ; 
Yet shall thy virtue, beauteous maid. 

My constant services acquire. 

Interest retiring, was succeeded by Poetry, who after 
having performed his motions like the rest^ fixed his 
eyes upon the lady of the castle, and said : — 

Let Poetry, whose strain divine 

The wond'rous power of song displays. 
His heart to thee, fair nymph, consign, 

Transported in melodious lays: 
If haply, thou wilt not refuse 

To grant my supplicated boon, 
Thy lame shall, wafted by the muse, 

Surmount the circle of the moon. 

Poetry disappearing. Liberality advanced from the 
side of Interest^ and, after several movements, repeated 
these lines : — 

My name is Liberality, 

Alike beneficent and wise, 
To shun wild prodigality. 

And sordid avarice despise. 
Yet for thy favour, lavish grown, 

A prodigal I mean to prove, 
An honourable vice, I own, 

But giving is the test of love. 

In this manner all the figures of the two squadroos a£ 
vanced and retired, every one performing his movements, 
and repeating his verses^ some of which were elegant, 
and others foolish enough ; but those we have inserted 
were all that Don Quixote could retain, although his 
memory was very tenacious ; then mixing altogether in 
the dance, they winded and turned with great ease, grace, 
and agility. Cupid, in passing, shot arrows at the castle, 
while Interest battered it with round gilded earthen 
pots; at length, after the dance had continued a good 
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wiiile, this last palled out a large purse made of lloman 
cat-8kin^ to all appearance full of money, and throwing 
it at the castle^ the boards seemed to be disjointed by the 
blow, and immediately fell asunder, leaving the damsel 
quite discovered and defenceless ; then Interest, with the 
figures of his train, advancing, and throwing a great gold 
chain about her neck, seemed bent upon taking and 
draging her into captivity. This design being perceived 
by Cupid and his partizans, they made an eifort to release 
her, and all their motions were performed by the sound 
of the tabors, to which they danced and capered in con- 
cert. ' Then the savages interposing, and affecting an ac- 
commodation, refitted and rejoined the boards of the casr 
tie with admirable dispatch, the damsel enclosed herself 
anew ; and thus the dance was finished, to the infinite 
satisfaction of the spectators. 

Don Quixote asked one of the nymphs, what author 
had contrived and composed this entertainment; and 
being told it was the production of the parson, who had 
a rare noddle for such conceits, ^' I'll lay a wager," said 
he, ^' that this same bachelor, or curate, is more a fi-iend 
of Camacho than of Basilius ; and that he is better ac- 
quainted with satire than prayer; for he has very artfully 
interwoven in this mask the talents of Basilius, and the 
wealth of his rival." Sancho Panza overhearing this ob- 
servation, " My cock is the king," said he, " and I hold 
fast by Camacho." " Then I am convinced," replied the 
knight^ '^ that Sancho is one of those low-bom peasants 
who cry, long life to the conquCTCM*." " 1 know not," re- 
sumed the squire, ^' what sect I am of ; but this I know 
perfectly well, that I shall never skim from the flesh-pots 
of Basilius, such a delicate scum as this that I have taken 
from tlie boilers of Camacho.^' With these words, he 
produced the kettle full of geese and pullets, and seizing 
a bird, began to eat with great glee and satisfaction ; say- 
ing, in defiance of the talents possessed by Basilius, 
'* Thou art worth just as much as thou hast, and hast 
just as much as thou art worth. There are only two fa- 
milies in ^e world, as my grannum was wont to ob- 
serve, the have-somethings and the have-nothings: though 
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she always 'stuck to the former; and now-anlaytfy my 
good master, we are more apt to feel the pulse of poverty 
than of wisdom. An ass with golden trappings, BMkes 
a better appearance than a horse with a pack-sadcB^. 
Therefore, I say, again, I hold £Mt by Camadio, die 
plentiful scum of whose pots contains geese^ hares^ and 
coneys; whilst that of Basili us, if it comes to hand^ or 
even if it should only come to the feet, is no better than 
dish- washings." 

^^ Sancho," . cried Don Quixote, ^^ hast thou finidied 
thy harangue.*' *' It shall be finished," replied the squire, 
^' as I see your worship is displeased wiUi it ; though H 
your disgust had not fallen in the way, I had cut oat 
work enough for three days.'' '^ Grant Heaven," -said 
the knight, " that.I may see thee dumb before I dieJf 
" At the rate we follow," answered Panza, ^^ before your 
worship dies, my mouth will be crammed with clay, and 
then I may chance to be so dumb that I shall not speak 
another word till the end of the world, or at least till the 
day of judgment." " Even should that be the case," 
replied Don Quixote, ^' I say unto thee Sancho, thy 
silence will never counterbalance what thou didst, dost, 
and wilt say, during the course of thy life : moreover, 
according to the nature of things, the day of my death 
will happen before thine ; so that I have no hope of ever 
seeing thee silent, even while thou art drinking or sleep* 
ing, and tliat is the greatest favour I could expect." 

^' In good sooth, signor," said the squire, '' there is no 
trusting to * Mrs. Ghostly, I mean death, who gobUes 
up the gosling as well as the goose ; and, as I have heard 
our curate observe, tramples down the lofty turrets of the 
prince, as well as the lowly cottage of the swain. That 
same lady, who is more powerful than coy, knows not 
what it is to be dainty and squeamish ; but eats of every 
thing, and crams her wallet with people of all nations, 
degrees, and conditions : she is none of your labourers 
that take their aflemoon's nap, but mows at all hours, 

• Tn the original there is a play upon the words Descamada, Cordero, 
and Camerot which 1 have endeavoured to imitate, by substituting goose 
in the room of muttooi which is the literal meaning of the text. 
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JsoHtiog^isrmi the dary stubble as well as the greett grass ; 
nor does die seem to chew, but rather swallows and de-> 
iponrs evvrj tbing that falls in her way ; for she is gnawed 
1^ a dog's hunger, that is never satisfied ; and though 
ane has no belly, |i]ainly shews herself dropsical, and so 
thirsty as to drkik up the lives of all the pe<^le upon 
•arth^ just as one would swallow a draught of cold water. ** 
'.^ Enough, fiiend Sancho,^ cried the knight, interrupting 
him in tlds place; '^ keep thyself well, now thou art in 
iirder> and beware of stumbling again : for really a good 

Cicher could not speak more to the purpose than thou 
spoken upon death, in thy rustic manner of expres- 
sion : I say unto tibee, Sancho, if thy discretion was equal 
to thy natural parts, thou mightest ascend the pulpit, 
and go about teaching and preaching to admiration." 
^ fie is a good preacher who is a good liver," answered 
Panza, ^' and that is all the divinity I know." ^' And that 
is 8uffident»" said the knight ; *' yet I shall never under<^ 
stand or comprehend, as the fear of God is the beginning 
of wiadom, how thou, who art more afraid of a lizard 
tban of Hij Maker, should be so wise ?'' *' Signor," 
replied Sancho, " I desare your worship would determine 
in your own affairs of chivalry, without taking the trouble 
to judge of other people's valour or fears : for my own 
part; I am as pretty a fearer of God as one would desire 
to 'see in any neighbour's child: wherefore, I beseech 
your worship, let me discuss this same scum ; for every 
thing else is idle chat, of which we shall be able to give 
a bod account in the other world." Bo saying, he renewed 
his attack upon his kettle, with such keen appetite as 
awakened that of his master, who would have certainly 
joined in the assault, had not he been prevented by that 
which we must now relate. 



CHAPTER IV. 

TH£ PaOOSESS OF CAMACHO's WEDBING, WITH- OTfiEB 
DELIGHTFUL ACCIDENTS. 

. While Don Quixote and Sancho were engaged in the 
conversation rdi^ed in the preceeding duqptar, tiiey heard 

VOL. II. Y 
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a great noise and shoutings raised by a company .momitffil 
on mares, galloping in fuU cry^ to meet the young couple, 
who came surrounded by a thousand kinds of instruments, 
and accompanied by the curate, the relations, and all the 
creditable people of the neighbouring villages, in thehr 
holiday clothes. Sancho, seeing the bride, exclaimed, 
with marks of admiration, '* I'faith 1 sheiooks more like 
one of your gay court-dames than a plain country mud. 
Now, by the biggest beads of my rosary! instead of a tin 
• broach, her breast is bedizened with rich coral^ and her 
hoyden-grey is turned into thirty-piled velvet; and, 
body o'me ! the trimming is not of white linen, but of 
silk and satin: then handle me her hands, set off with 
what ? jewels of jet ^ No ! let me never thrive, if they 
an't decked with rings of gold ! aye, and of massy gold, 
paved with pearls as white as a curd, every one of which 
is worth a Jew's eye. O the whoreson baggage ! and 
such hair ! if it is not false^ I never saw any so long said 
so fair in my bom-days. Do but mind how buxom, 
straight, and tall she is, and see whether she may not be 
compared to a moving palm-tree, loaded with clusters of 
dates; for nothing can be more like the gewgaws and 
toys that hang from her hair and neck. By my salva^ 
tion ! the damsel is well covered, and might pass through 
all the banks of Flanders.'' Don Quixote, though he 
smiled at the rustic praises of his squire, owned that, ex-^ 
elusive of his mistress Dulcinea del Toboso^ she was the 
most beautiful female he had ever seen. 

Nevertheless, the fair Quiteria was paler than usual ; 
and this change of complexion must have been owii^ 
to the bad night which brides always pass, in adorning 
themselves for the approaching day of their nuptials. 
The company repaired to a theatre erected at one side 
of the meadow, and ornamented with carpets and 
boughs, where the ceremony was to be performed, and 
from whence they were to see the mask and other diver- 
sions ; and they had just arrived at the place when their 
ears were saluted with a noise behind them, and a voice 

♦ The Patina was a small consecrated plate which the Spanish women, 
especially those of an inferior rank, wore upon their breasts. 



dbyGoOgk 



noN QcrixoTE. 323 

that pronounced, ^' Stay a little, hasty, and inconsiderate 
people." In consequence of this address they turned 
about, and perceived it was uttered by a man clothed in 
a loose black coat, interspersed with crimson flames^ 
crowned, as they soon perceived, with a * chaplet of 
funereal cypress, and holding in his hand a truncheon of 
uncommcm size. As he approached, he was known to 
be< the gallant Basilius ; at sight of whom they were sur- 
prised^ and waited in suspense to see the issue of his ex- 
damation, dreading some mischance from such an un- 
seasonable visit. At length, wearied and breathless, he 
came up to the bride and bridegroom, and thrusting in 
the ground his staff that was pointed with steel, he fixed 
his eyes upon . Quiteria, and with a pale aspect, and 
hoarse quavering voice, pronounced these words, ^' Thou 
wfiU knowest, ungrateful Quiteria, that, according to the 
hfiiy faith we profess, thou canst not espouse another 
husband while I am alive ; nor art thou ignorant, that 
while I waited until time and diligence should meliorate 
my fortune, I never sought to deviate from that decorum 
which thy honour required I should preserve : yet thou, 
disburthening thyself of all the obligations which thou 
owest to my honest passion, hast made another person 
master of what is justly mine : a man^ whose wealth is 
not only subservient to his good fortune, but even 
renders him superlatively happy ; which happiness, that 
he may enjoy to the full (not that I think he deserves it, 
but because it is the will of Heaven to bestow it) I will, 
with my own hands, remove the impossibility or incon- 
venience that may obstruct it, by taking myself out of 
the way. Long live, long live Camacho the Rich with 
Quitena the ungrateful, to enjoy many quiet and happy 
years ; and death be the portion of the poor Basilius, 
whose poverty clipped the wings of his fortune^ and laid 
him in an untimely grave." 

. So saying, he laid hold of the st^ff which he had stuck 
in the earthy and drew from it a middling tuck, which 
was concealed in it as in a scabbard ; then fixing that 
which may be called the hilt on the ground, he threw 
himself with great activity and resolution upon the pointy 

y2 
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which hi an histant came oat bldody at hii tkunAdae^ 
leaving the irohappy youth weltering in gore, and 
Mretched upon the ground, transfijced with his ^wii 
weapon. His fHends immediately ran to his assistance^ 
pierced with affliction at his misery and haaetttaMe ^sXB ; 
and Don Quixote, dismounting, flew to hii^ relief^ held 
him in his arms, and found that lie had not a» yet IMt^ 
pired. They were inclined to wi^draw the tuck ; btti 
the curate, who was present, gave his opinion that It 
should not be withdrawn before he had confessed him- 
self, because his death would be the immediate eonse^ 
quence of puRing out the weapon. Meanwhile Ba^MiM 
recovering a little, said^ hi a faint and piteous tofie, 
^* Ah^ cruel Quiteria ! wouldst thou, in iknis last mid fatal 
agony, bestow upon me thy hand ni martiage> T dliotdd 
deem my rashness exculpated, seeing by that I should 
acquire the happiness of calling thee my ow4i.'' The 
curate, hearing this address^ exli^rted him to emp^»y hid 
attention upon the health of his soul, rather than tipon 
duch carnal pleasures^ and earnestly pray to Qod t^ 
pardon his sins, and in particular this last determinatioil. 
To this remonstrance Ba^lius replied, that he wecM by 
no means confess, until Quiteria should fit^st grunt hk» 
her hand, a favour which would set his heart at re^-aaid 
give him spirits to undergo his confession^ 

Don Quixote hearing the petition of Ibe wcNxncted 
man declared, in an audible voice, '* That BasiHus i^ 
quested nothing but what was just and reasonable^ aind 
besides very practicable'; and thatl^gnor Cbmache^'^hoh. 
nour would suffer no more m wedding Signora Quiu 
teria as the widow of Basilius, i^an in receiving her from 
her father's own hands ; for here nothing was i^eqnhped 
but the mondsyUable of assent, which could have no 
other effect than the trouble of pronouncing it^ as the 
bridal bed must also be the tomb of such a marriages 
Camacho heard the whcJe, which kept him in such con- 
fusion and suspense, that he knew not what to say or do: 
but the iHends of Basilius were so clamorous in solteiting 
him to consent to Quiteria's giving her hapd in marriage 
to the hapless youth, whose soul would et^MBTwise penab 
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Ia detpw^ Aat he vas persuaded^ and a« it ^ere com*- 
fH^Uedto fiay, t)iat if kis bride would grant that favour^ 
'bm would he satisfied^ as it would only for a moment 
delay the aceomfdishment of his desires." Immediately 
they sutirounded Quiteria, whom> with tears, intreatiea^ 
mv^ olher pathetic remcmstrances, they pressed to give 
hisf hand to poor Basilius ; but she^ more obdurate Siaa 
jyuirhte, and move inflexible than a statue^ neither could^ 
^ovld, 4Kt desired to answer one word ; nor would she 
Jbaye made the least reply, had not the curate desired her 
to oome to a speedy determination; for the soul of 
Basilius, being already between his teeth, would not 
nfeVd long time for hesitation. 

Th^i the beautiful Quiteria, without speaking one 
jflfyUablei but seemingly disordered^ sad; and sorrowful, 
julvaneed to the plaee where Basilius lay, with his eyes 
^llready fixed, breathing short and thick, murmuring the 
name of Quiteria, and, to all appearance, dying rath^ 
like a heathen than a Christian. The bride at length ajp- 
proaching, and kneeling before him, desired by signs he 
would hold out his hand; then Basilius unfixing his 
'€)jres, and «tedfastly gazing upon her, ^^ O, Quiteria ! " 
Mid he, *' thou art bea>me kind at a time when thy kind- 
ness must serv€ as a sw<»*d to finish my unfortunate life ; 
seeing I have not strength enough left to obtain that 
^lory which thou wouldst confer in calling me thine, or 
t» suspend the grief that comes so fast to cover mine 
eyes with the dismal shades of death. What I request, 
O fiUal star of my destiny ! is, that thy consent to this 
exdumge of vows may not be a mere compliment to 
deceive me anew ; but that thou wilt confess and declare 
there is no restraint upon thy inclination, while thy hand 
18 given and deliverea to me as thy lawful husband, for 
it would be cruel to use deceit and dissimulation with 
•coie in such es^tremity, who has always behaved to thee 
vith such sincerity and truth." Having pronounced 
these wordSj he fainted away, so that all the by-standers 
thought his soul would forsake his body in that swoon : 
but when he retrieved the use of his faculties, Quiteria, 
iiU blushing with modecity, took hold of bis right h^nd. 
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flaying, " No force upon earth would be suffident to bias 
my Will ; and^ therefore^ with aU the freedom of inclina- 
tion, I give thee my hand as thy lawful wife, and receive 
thine on the same terms, if tiiiou bestowest it with the 
same good-will, undisturbed and unconfounded by the 
calamity into which thou hast been hurried by thy own 
precipitate conduct." ^* I do," answered Basilius, with- 
out either disorder or confusion ; but, on the contrary, 
with all the clearness of understanding with which 
Heaven hath thought proper to endow me, I give and 
deliver myself for thy true and faithful husband." 
'^ And I take thee for such," replied Quiteria, *' whether 
thou mayest live many years, or now be hurried from 
mine arms to the grave." " Considering how desperately 
this spark is wounded," said Sartcho Panza, " methinks 
he talks woundily : make him lay aside his courtship, 
and mind his soul, which seems to be in his tongue 
rather than between his teeth." 

The hands of Basilius and Quiteria being joined, the 
tender hearted curate, with tears in his eyes, pronounced 
the nuptial benediction, and fervently prayed that God 
would grant forgiveness and repose to the soul of the 
bridegroom : who no sooner perceived the ceremony was 
performed, than he nimbly sprung upon his legs with 
incredible activity, withdrew the tuck which was sheathed 
in his body, to the admiration of the by-standers : 'some 
of whom, being more simple than curious, began to- cnr 
aloud, '' A miracle ! a miracle !" But Basilius replied, 
" No miracle ! no miracle ! but sheer industry ! nothing 
but industry !" The curate, confounded and astonished, 
ran up to feel the Wound with both his hands, and found 
that the blade, instead of passing through the body, of 
Basilius, had run through an- iron tube fitted to the part, 
and full of blood, which, as they afterwards understood, 
was prepared so as to retain its fluidity : in a word, the 
curate and Camacho, with almost all of the company, 
found themselves fairly outwitted. The bride, however, 
expressed no mortification at the deceit : on the contrary, 
hearing somebody observe that such a marriage, obtained 
^v fraud, could not be valid, ^e said she confirmed it 
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^ffiew. From this circumstance every one concluded that 
the. stratagem had been contrived and executed with her 
privity and consent This supposition enraged Camacho 
and his adherents to such a degree, that they referred 
their revenge to the prowess of their hands, and, un- 
sheathing a great many swords, assaulted Basilius, in 
wbose favour almost an equal number were instantly pro- 
duced. Don Quixote taking the lead on horseback, well 
armed with his lance and shield, made the whole company 
give ground ; while Sancho, who had no delight or com- 
fort in such exploits, retired to the jars from which he 
had extracted his agreeable scum, looking upon that place 
as a sacred sanctuary and respected retreat. The knight 
exclaimed, in an audible voice, ^' Forbear, gentlemen, 
forbear : it is unjust to revenge the grievances of love ; 
for in this particular, love and war are the same : and, 
as in the last, it is lawful and customary to use feints and 
stratagems, against the enemy ; so likewise, in amorous 
contests and competitions, all sorts of tricks and contriv- 
ances are allowed in attaining the accomplishment of the 
lover's desire, provided they do not tend to the disparage- 
ment or dishonour of the beloved object. Quiteria was 
fated to Basilius, and Basilius to Quiteria, by the just and 
fevourable determination of Eeaven. Camacho is rich, 
and may purchase his pleasure when, where, and how 
his inclination shall require ; whereas Basilius has but 
this one poor sheep, of which he ought not to be deprived 
by any person, how powerful soever he may be : for those 
whom God hath joined, no man shall put asunder ; and 
he who attempts it, must first pass through the point of 
this lance." So saying, he brandished it with such 
strength and dexterity, as filled the hearts of those who 
did not know him with fear and consternation ; and the 
disdain of Quiteria made such a deep impression upon the 
imagination of Camacho, that he shook her from his heart 
in an instant ; so that the persuasions of the curate, who 
was a prudent arid well-meaning priest^ pacified and 
quieted him and his partizans, who, in token of peace, 
sheathed their weapons, blaming the inconstancy of Qui- 
teria more than the contrivance of Basilius ; and Caxa&r^'^ 
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hioisdf observed^ that if she lored Basifiiw before ] 
tifige, the same kive would have continiied after it ; and 
that be had more reason to thank Heaveii for havingiosti 
than he should ha;ve had for obtaining sndi an help-mate. 
J Camacho and those of his train being thus consoled and 
appeased, the friends of Basilius took no step to disturb 
their peace ; and Gamadio the Rich, in order to shew 
how Httle he resented or thought c^ihe trick whidi had 
been played him, desired that the entertainments might 
proceed as if he were really to be married : but BasiMns, 
with his bride and followers, refusing to partake of them^ 
set out in a body for the place of his habitation ; for the 
poor who are virtuous and discreet will always find people 
to honour, attend, and support them, as well as the rieh^ 
with nil their para»tes and companions. In consequence 
of their earnest intreaty, they were accompanied by Don 
Quixote, whom they esteemed as a prodigy of valour and 
integrity : and nothing was cloudy out &e soul of San- 
cho, when he found it impossible to enjoy l^e splendid 
banquets and diversions of Camacho, that lasted till night; 
he therefore, in a fretful and melancholy mood, foUowedhis 
master, who joined the troop of Basilius, leaving behind 
the fle^-pots of Egypt, although he still retained them in 
his fancy ; and the half-finished scum of his kettleenhanced 
the glory and abundance of the benefit he had lost t so 
that, pensive, sullen, and sad, yet without hunger, or 
dismounting from Dapple, he silently trudged after the 
heels of B^zinante. 



CHAP. V. 

AN ACCOUNT OP THB OBRAT ADVKNTUBB OF MONTB- 
SINO'S CAVB, SITUATE IN THK HEABT OF LA MANCHA* 
WHICH THE VALIANT PON QUIXOTE aUCCESSFUIJ<Y 
ATCHIEVED. 

Gbsat and manifold were the treats and particulars 
of respect paid to Don Quixote by the new-married couple, 
who thought themselves greatly obliged by the readiness 
he hsd shewn to defend Uieir cause^ and looked upon hit 
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difeietion to beeqiud tolik valonr ; indeed they esteemed 
liim a perfect. Cid inarms, and a Cicero in elocution* 
Honest Sancho regaled himself three days at their ex*' 
pease, during whidi it was known that the contrivance of 
the fictitious wound had not been communicated to Qui- 
teria, but was hatched by Basilius himself, in hope of 
meeting' with that success which, as we have seen, ho 
Jictually attained : true it is, he confessed he had imparted 
Ilia design to ^some of his fiiends, that they might, in 
case of necessity, favour his intention, and facilitate the 
execution of his deceit 

^ Whatsoever hath virtue for its ultimate aim," said 
Don Quixote, ** neither can or ought to be called deceit, 
and surely, no aim can be mcnre excellent than the union 
of two lovers in the holy bands of marriage." He ob* 
aerred that the greatest enemy of love is hunger and 
necessity; for love is altogether vprigh^, joyous and 
ai^isfied, especially when &e object of desire is in pos« 
session of the lover, whose fierce and declared adversaries 
are want and inconvenience. He made these observa- 
tions with a view to persuade Signor Basilius to quit the 
exercise of those talents, he possessed, which, though they 
acquired reputation, would not earn a farthing of money, 
and to employ his attention in augmenting his estate by 
legal and industrious means, that never fail the prudent 
and the careful. The poor man of hcmour (if a poor man 
can deserve that title) possesses, in a beautiful wife, a 
jewel ; and when that is taken away, he is deprived of 
his honour, which is murdered : a beautiful and chaste 
woman, whose husband is poor, deserves to be crowned 
with laurel and palms of triumph ; for beauty alone at- 
tracts the inclinations of those who behold it ; just as the 
ra3ral eagle and soaring hawk stoop to the savoury lure : 
but if that beauty is incumbered by poverty and want, it 
is likewise attacked by ravens, kites, and other birds of 
prey ; and if she who possesses it firmly withstands all 
these assaults, she well deserves to be called the crown of 
her husband. *^ Take notice, dearest Basilius,'' added the 
knight, " it was the opinion of a certain sage, that there 
was but one good wife in the whole world ; and he ad- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



330 THE ACBIEYBMENTS OF 

vised every husband to believe she had fallen to his sbarey 
and accordingly be satisfied with his lot. I myself am 
not married, nor hitherto have I entertained the least 
thought of changing 'my condition; nevertheless^ I will 
venture to advise him who asks my advice in such a man- 
ner/ diat he may find a woman to his wish : in the first 
place, I would exhort him to pay more regard to repu- 
tation than to fortune ; for a virtuous woman does not ac- 
quire a good name merely by being virtuous ; she must 
likewise maintain the exteriors of deportment, for the 
honoilr of the sex suffers much more from levity and free- 
dom of behaviour in public, than from any private mis- 
deedsk If thou bringest a good woman to tby house, it 
will be an easy task to preserve and even improve her 
virtue ; but shouldst thou choose a wife of a different 
character, it will cost thee abundance of pains to m&od 
her ; for it is not very practicable to pass from one ex- 
treme to another ; I do not say it is altogether impossible, 
though I hold it for a matter of much difficulty." 

Sancho hearing these remarks, said to himself, *' This 
master of mine, whenever I chance to utter any thing 
pithy or substantial, will say I might take a pulpit in 
hand> and travel through the world, teaching and preach- 
ing to admiration ; now I will say for him, that when he 
begins to string sentences, and give advice, he might 
not only take one pulpit in hand, but even a couple cm 
each finger, and stroll about the market^towns. Witi 
whither wouldst thou ? May the devil fetch him for a 
knight-errant ! he knows but every thing. I thought 
for certain he could be acquainted with nothing but what 
relates to his chivalries ; but he pecks at every things and 
throws his spoonful in every man's dish." 

Hite master overheard him murmuring in this manner, 
and asking what he grumbled at, " I don't grumble," 
answered Sancho, ''1 was only saying to myself, I 
wished I had heard those remarks of your worship, be- 
fore I married ; in which case I might now, perhaps, 
remark in my turn. The loosened ox is well lickecL" 
" What, is Teresa such a bad wife }'' said the knight 
" Not. very bad, answered the squire, "but then shek 
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-HOt very good ; at leasts not so good as I could wish " 
** You are in the wrong, Sancho/' said Don Quixote^ 
" to disparage your wife, who in effect is the mother of 
ymir children." '* As to that matter/* replied Sancho, 
^^'W£ are not at all in one another's debt ; tor she dispa- 
rages Ae fast enough, especially when she takes into her 
bead to be jealous, and then Satan himself could not 
-endure her." 

In a word, they staid three days-with the new-married 
couple, during which they were treated and served like 
th& king's own person; and here Don Quixote desired 
the nimble- wristed licentiate to provide him with a guide 
to direct his steps to the cave of Montesinos, which he 
had a longing desire to explore, that he might investigate 
^ith his own eyes the truth of those wonderful stories 
that* were reported of it through the whole neighbour- 
hood. The licentiate promised to accommodate him with 
a first cousin of his own, a famous student, deeply read 
in books of chivalry, who would willingly conduct him 
to the very mouth of the cave, and point out the lakes 
of Ruydera, so famous not only in the province of La 
Mancha, but also through the whole kingdom of Spain : 
and he likewise observed, that he would find his conver- 
sation very entertaining ; for he was a lad who knew how 
to compose books for press, and even dedicate them to 
princes. At length this cousin arrived upon an ass big 
with foal, whose pannel was covered with a piece of 
tawdry tapestry or carpet : Sancho saddled Rozinante, 
put Dapple in order, stowed. his wallet, which was re-in- 
forced by the cousin's, likewise .very well stored; then, 
recommending themselves to God, and taking leave of 
the company, they set out, choosing the shortest road to 
the famous cave of Montesinos. 

'While they travelled along, Don Quixote addressing 
himself to the student, asked what was the nature and 
quality of his exercises, studies, and profession ? To 
this .question the other answered, that his profession was 
humanity ; and that his exercise and study consisted in 
composing books for the press, of great emolument, and 
no less entertainment to the public; that one of thefti was 
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intitiiled. The Book of Liveries, in which he had de- 
•cribed seven hundred and diree liveries, with their co- 
lours, mottoes, and cyphers: '^From these,'^ said he, 
" your courtiers may extract and assume such devioes as 
will suit their fancies in times of festivity and rejoicing, 
without going about begging fcNr any person wlatever, 
or cudgelling their brains, as the saying is, in order to 
invent what will suit their several desires and dispositions; 
. for I insert those that will fit the jealous^ the disdained, 
the forgotten, and absent, so exactly, that the jnst wi^ 
&r exceed the number of the gentiles. I have likewise 
&ushed another book, which I propose to call The Meti^ 
morphoses, or, the Spanish Ovid, of an invention equally 
new and agreeable ; for there, in imitaticm of N^isso, I 
give a burlesque description and history of the Giralda 
of Seville, the Angel of La Madalina, the Ckmduit of 
Vecinguerra at Cordova, the Bulls of Guisanda, the Sierra 
Morena, the Fountains of Leganitos, and the Lavapies 
of Madrid, not forgetting time of Piojo, the GoMen 
Pipe, and the Priora, with their allegories, metaplxvs, 
•and transformations, which at once surprise, instruct, 
and entertain. I have a third performance, which I de- 
nominate. The Supplement of Polydore Virgil, which 
treats of the inventicm of things, and is a work of great 
study and erudition ; for many things of great impcnrt- 
ance which Polydore has omitted, I examine and explain 
in a most elegant style : he, for example, has forgot to 
let us know who was the fh-st person troubled with a do- 
fiuxion or rheum, and who was first anointed for the cure 
of the French distemper : now these two questions I re- 
solve in the most accurate manner, upon the authority of 
above five and twenty authors : so your worship will 
perceive whether I have laboured to good purpose, and 
composed a book that will be useful to the world in ge- 
neral." 

Sancho, having listened very attentivdy to this narr»- 
tion, " Tell me, signor," said he, ** so may God lend an 
helping hand to the printing of your books ; tell me, it 
you know, and surely you know every things who was 
the first man that scratched his own head? for my own 
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.{Mrty I firmly believe it mast have been our father Adam*" 
^ Certainly/' answered the student ; '' for Adam witb. 
oat doubt had a head and hair upon it ; now^ that being 
the case^ and he being the first man in tibe worlds he nmsc 
have scratched it sometkaes.'^ '^ I am of the same opi» 
luon/' resumed Saneho, '' but now, pray tell me who waa 
the first tumbler?" ** Verily, brother," resumed the 
scholar, *^ I cannot determine that point until I shall have 
studied it, and study it I will, upon my return to the 
place where I keep my books ; so that I shall satisfy yoii 
the next time wemeet; for I hope this will not be the 
last time of our meeting." ** Then I desire you will 
give yourself no trouble about the matter," said Sanch»; 
** for I have already found out the solution of my ques* 
tion: know, signor, that the first tumbler must havie 
been Lucifer^ who, when he was thrown and ejected front' 
heaven, came tumbling down to the bottomless pit.*' 
^ Friend, cried t!he student, ''you are certainly in the 
yight." '' That question and answer,*' said Don Quixote, 
'* is none of thy own ; thou must have learned them ftrom 
some other person, Sancho." *' Hold thy tongue,, sig*^ 
nor," replied the squire; for, in good faith! if I begin 
to question and answer, I shall not have done till mora* 
hag : yes, as to the matter of asking like a fool, and 
answering like a simpleton, I have no occasion to qravo 
the assistance of nr^ ne^hboors." ''Thou hast said 
more than thou art aware of," answered Don Quixote^ 
** fat some people there are who fatigue themselves in 
learning, and investigating that which, when learned 
and kivestigated, is not worth a farthing, either to the 
Ihemory or understanding." 

In tius, and oUier such relishing discourse, they passed 
diat day, and at night took up their lodging in a small 
village, firom whence, as the scholar told the knight, the 
distance to the cave of Montesinos did not exceed a 
oeuple of leagues; and he observed, that if Don Quix- 
ete was really determined to explore the cavern, it would 
be necessavy to provide ropes, by which he might be 
lowered down to its bottom. The knight said, Ihst si'* 
bough he should descend 1x> the abyss^ he would see the 
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bottom^ for which purpose he purchased about a hundred 
fiithoms of rope. Next day^ about two o'clock in the 
afternoon^ they arrived at the cave^ and found the moiith 
broad and spacious^ though overgrown with thoms, 
weeds, brambles, and brakes, so thick and intricate, that 
it was pretty nearly covered and concealed : at sight of 
the place all three alighted ; the student and Sancho im- 
mediately began to fasten the rope strongly about the 
knight, and while they were thus employed in cording 
and girding him, Sancho addressing himself to the ad- 
venturer, *' Dear master/' said he, " consider what your 
worship is about: seek not to bury yourself alive, and to 
be used like a bottle of wine, let down to cool in some 
well; for it neither concerns nor belongs to your worship 
to be the surveyor of that pit, which must be worse than 
a dungeon." '' Tie the knot, and hold thy tongue, friend 
Sancho," answered Don Quixote, "for such an enter*- 
prize as this was reserved for me alone." Then the guide 
interposing, " I intreat your worship^ Signer . Don 
Quixote," said he, "to consider attentively, and exa- 
mine^ as it were with an hundred eyes, every circum- 
stance within this cave, where, perhaps, there may -be 
things which I shall insert among my transformations." 
" The cymbal," answered Sancho^ " is in the hands that 
can play it to the utmost nicety." 

. This discourse having passed^ and the ligature being 
made, not over the knight's armour, but his doublet, 
•' We have been guilty of an inadvertency," said Don 
Quixote, '^ in coming hither unprovided with a small 
bell, which had it been tied to me with the same cord, 
would with its sound have given you notice, as I de- 
scended, of my being alive: but, as it is now imposible 
to be accommodated, I commit myself to the hands of 
Grod, who will conduct me." Then fedliiig upon hiar 
knees, he, in a low voice, preferred a prayer to heaven, 
beseeching God to assist and crown lum with success, 
in this seemingly perilous and new adventure*" His 
ejaculations being finished, he pronounced in a loud 
voice, " O thou mistress of my deeds and motions, the 
most resplendent and peerless Duldnea del Toboso ! if 
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the grayer and petitian of this thy adventurous lover can 
possibly reach thine ears^ I conjure thee^ by thy unheard^ 
of beauty^ to grant my request^ which is no other than 
that thou wouldst not now deny me thy favour and pro- 
tection^ when I stand so much in need of both ; for I am 
just upon the brink of darting^ plunging, and ingulfing 
myself into the profound abyss that opens wide before 
me, on purpose that the world may know there is nothing 
8o impossible that I will not attempt and execute under 
the wings of thy favour." 

So saying, he approached the pit, when he found it 
would be impracticable to slip down, or make way for 
eotering, without the strength of arms and back^strokes : 
he, therefore, unsheathed his sword, began to lay about 
him, and mow down the bushes that grew around the 
mouth of the cave, out of which an infinite number of 
huge crows and daws affrighted at the noise and distur- 
bance, sallied forth, with such force and velocity, as laid 
the knight upon his back ; and had he been as supersti- 
tious as he was a good Catholic, he would have looked 
upon this irruption as a bad omen, and excused himself 
from visiting the .bowels of such a dreary place ;• at length 
he rose, and seeing that the flight of crows, and other birds 
of night, was now over, (for a number of bats had likewise 
come forth) he put the rope in the hands of Sancho and 
the scholar, desiring them to lower him down to the 
bottom of that dreadful cavern, which when he entered, 
Sancho gave him his benediction, and making a thousand 
crosses oyer him, exclaimed, ^^ God and the rock of 
France, together with the trinity of Gaeta, be thy guides, 
thou .flower, and cream, and scum of knights-errant : 
there thou goest, buUy of the globe, heart of steel, and 
arm of brass ! I say again, God be thy guide, and bring 
thee back safe, sound, and without deceit, to the light of 
this life, which thou art now forsaking to bury thyself in 
that obscurity." Almost the same prayer and deprecation 
was uttered by the scholar ; while Don Quixote called 
aloud for rope, and afterwards for more rope, which they 
gave him by little and little. By that time the voice, 
which ascended through the windings and turnings of 
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the cave^ omaed to vibral» on their ears» l^ej had ahread; 
uncoiled the hundred fadioms^ and were inclined to hout 
him up again^ as they had no more cord to spare : diey 
staid^ however^ about half an hour^ at the expiration of 
which they began to pull up the rope, whidb seemed to 
have no weight attached to it, and came up with such 
ease that tiiej imagined the knight was left below ; a 
supposition, in consequjoice of which the squire wept 
most bittarly, while he pulled up with great e^^emess, in 
order to discover the truth ; but when they had coiled 
up about four«*8Core fathoms, they felt the weight again, 
and were exceedingly rejoiced : fmally, at the distance oi 
ten fathoms, they distinctly percfflved I>on Quixote, to 
whom Sancho addresiBed himself, saying, ^' Dear master, 
I wish your worship an happy retam; we began to think 
you had tarried below to baeed." 

To this wekome the knight answered not a word. 
When they palled him up, they perceived his eyes were 
shut, and that to all appearance he was fast asleep i then 
he was laid upoi^ tha groand, and untied ; but stiU he 
did not awake : however, by dint of turnkig, jogging, 
shaking, and moving, they alter some time brought him 
to himself, when yawning hideously, as if he had awoke 
from a profound and heavy sleep, he looked around with 
amazement, aaskd pronounced, '^ God forgive you, friosids^ 
for having withdrawn me from the most delightfttl pro- 
spect and agreeable life that ever mortal saw or enjoyed : 
in effect, I am now fully convinced, that all the pleasures 
of this life fleet away like a shadow or dream, or fade like 
the flowers of the field. O unfortunate Montesinos I O 
deeplv wounded Durandarte ! O hapless Belerma! O 
weeping Guadiana!- and you forlorn daught^s of Ruy- 
dera^ who by your waters shew the copious floods of tears 
that fall from your beauteous ejres." 

The scholar aad Sancho hearii^ these words, which 
Don Quixote seemed to heave with immense pain from 
his very entrailii,. begged he would explain the meaninff 
of what^ he had .said, and infiorm them of what he had 
seen in that infernal gulf." .*^ Iirfemal, call you it ?" said 
the knight: '' pray give it a better epithet^ for that it 
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atireiy does deserve^ m vou presently will perceive.'* 
Then he desired they M^uld give him something to eat^ 
fbr he was excessively hungry : Uiey spread the carpet 
upon the grass^ produced the buttery of their bags, when 
aU three sitting around them m love and good feUowship, 
made one meal serve for supper and aflemoon's luncheon^ 
which being finished, and the cloth taken away, '^ My 
aons/' said Don Quixotjc, ^'kt no man stir, but listen 
Mrith your whole attention to that whidi I am going to 
rehearse.** 



CHAPTER VI. 

OF THB WONDBBFUL THINGS WHICH THE UNEQUALLED 
DON QUIXOTB BECLABBD HB HAD SEBN IN THB DEEP 
CAVE OF MONTBSINOS^ THE GRBATNBS8 OF WHICH 
MAKES THIS ADVENTURE PASS FOR APOCRYPHAL. 

It might be about ftmr o'clock in the afternoon, when 
the sun retiring behind a cloud, so as to emit a scanty 
light and temperate rays, gave Don Quixote an opportu- 
nity of relating coolly and comfortably to his two ilius* 
trious hearers the -particulfa*s he had seen in the cave of 
Montesinos; and he accordingly began to recite what 
follows:— 

" About twelve or fourteen fathoms below the mouth 
of this dungeon, there is a cfmcavity on the right hand, 
wide enough to contain a large waggon with its oittle, 
and illuminated by a small stream of light that descends 
through corresponding cracks and crannies, which open 
at a distance on the surface of the earth : this spaciouis ca- 
vity I perceived, when I was tired and out of humour at 
finding myself hanging and descending by a rope, through 
that dark and dreary dungeon, without Knowing any cer- 
tain or determined way; I therefore resolved to enter it 
and repose myself a little, and called to you to leave off 
lowering the rope, until I should give you' further notice; 
but I suppose you did not bear me, so that I gadiered 
up the cord you let down, and making it into an heap or 
coil, sat down upon h in a y^tj pensive mood, to consider 
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how I should descend to the bottom^ haeviiig no.peraoiLta 
support my weight. While I sat musing on thi&misfor^ 
tune^ I was all of a sudden overpowered by a most pro* 
found sleep, and without dreaming of the matter, ta 
kneeing how, or w)ierefore, I awoke, and found myasM 
in the midst of the roost beautiful, charming, and delight* 
ful meadow that nature could create, or the most fertile 
imagination could conceive. I rubbed and wiped .mj 
eyes, so as to see that far from sleeping. I was Inraad 
awake : nevertheless, I felt my head and fumbled m my 
bosom, in order to be assured whether it was really my 
identical self, or some unsubstantial phantom and counter- 
feit; but the touch, the reflect]on,N and connected dis- 
course I held with myself, concurred to convince me that 
I was the same at that time as I find myself at preaenti 
Then was my view regaled with a sumptuous palaoe- or 
castle, with walls and battlements of clear, transparent 
crystal, and two large folding-gates, which opening, there 
came forth, advancing towards me, a venerable old man 
clad in a long cloak of purple baize, that trailed upon the 
ground : his shoulders and breast were girded with a 
collegiate scarf of green satin: his head was covered 
with a black Milan cap; and his beard, white as the 
drifted snow, descended to his middle. He wore no 
arms, but held in his hand a rosary of beads as large as 
walnuts, though the tens were as big as ostrich-eg^; 
and his deportment, air, gravity, and dignified preaenoe> 
filled* me with' surprise and veneration. Coming up to 
me, the first thing he did was to hug me closely to his 
arms, then he said, ' Long, very long, most valiant knight, 
Don Quixote de La Mancha, have we, who are enchanted 
in these solitudes, expected th^r arrival, that thou marst 
inform the world of what is contained and concealed in this 
profound cavern, which is called the cave of Montesinos ; 
an adventure hitherto reserved, on purpose to be achieved 
by thy invincible heart and most stupendous courage. Fol- 
low me, illustrious signor, and ^ will shew thee the woh- 
ders that lie hid in this transparent castle, of which I am 
•governor and perpetual warden, as being that identical 
Montesinos from whom the cavern takes its name/ No 
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9(><nier had he told me who he was^ than I asked if it 
Mras true -what the world above related of him« namely^ 
t^at he had with a small dagger cut out the heart of his 
|2preat. friend Durandarte, and carried it to the Lady 
Selerma^ according to his own desire, while he .was in 
the agmiies of death. He answered^ every circumstance 
was troe>. except that of the dagger ; for it was neither a 
^agger^ nor sinall in its dimension, but a polished poniard 
a» sharp as an aw]/' . . 

/ Here Sancho interposing, observed, that such a 
poniard must have been made by Raymond de Hozes of 
Seville, ^f I do not know who was the maker," said the 
knight, ^^ but it could.not.be that sword-cutler ; for 
Raymond de Hozes was living t'other day; whereas 
many years are elapsed since the battle of Roncesvalles; 
Tvhere that misfortune happened,* but this inquiry. is of 
no importance ; nor does it disturb or alter, the truth and 
egridence of the story." " No, surely," cried the scholar, 
f* pray, good your worship Don Quixote^ proceed ; for 
I listen to your narration with infinite pleasure." f^ And 
I feel no less in recounting it,'' ans'wrered the knight. 
. '^ Well, then, the venerable Montesinos led me into 
d^e crystalline palace, where in a low haU, cool beyond 
conception, and lined with alabaster, stood a monument 
of marble, of exquisite workmanship, upon which I per** 
ceived a itnight lying at full length, I do not mean a 
atatue of bronze, marble, or jasper, such as we commonly 
see on other tombs, but a man of real flesh and bones : 
he held his right hand, which being muscular and hairy, 
denoted the great strength of the own«r over the region 
of the heart, and before I had time to ask any questions, 
Montesinos seeing me astonished, and gazing attentively 
at the sepulchre, ' This is my friend Durandarte/ said 
he, * the flower and mirror of all the valiant and ena- 
moured knights of his time : here he is kept enchanted 
as well as myself, and many others of both sexes, by 
Merlin, that French enchanter, who is said to have been 
forgotten by the devil; .though, for my own part, I 
believe he is not really the devil's son, but that, accord* 
ing to the proverb^ he. knows one point more than ^^'^ 
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devil. How or for what reason be enchanted iis, 
nobody knows^ but time will discover the mystery ; and^ 
in my opinion^ that time is not far off ^ what surprises 
me is, I know as certainly as the sun shines, that 
Dunmdarte breathed his last in my arms, and after he 
was dead, I, with my own individual hands, took out his 
heart, which must certainly have weighed a coofle of 
pounds ; for, according to the dMervation of nntunitists, 
the man who has a large heart, is endowed with taoie 
valour than he whose heart is of smaller dimensfions: this 
being the case, and the knight certsinly dead, how vbMbs 
he, even at this day, to sigh and complain, firom time to 
time, as if he was actually alive ?* 

*' He had no sooner pronounced theae words^ dun tiie 
wretched Durandarte cried, in a loud vaiee, * O cousin 
Jlontesinos ! the last favour I requested of yon ^as, that 
when my soul should quit my iMidy, you would extract 
my heart either with poniard or dagger, and carry it to 
Belenpa/ The venerable Montesinos bearing diis apos-^ 
trophe, kneeled before the piteous knight, and with tears 
in hiis eyes, replied, ^ Akeady, Signm* Durandarte, my 
dearest cousin ! already have I executed what you com- 
manded me to perform, on that unlucky day of our 
defeat ; I extracted your heart as well as I could, with- 
out leaving the smallest particle of it in your breast ; I 
wiped it with a laced handkerchief, and set out with it 
full gaUop for France, after having committed you to 
the bosom of the earth, with such a flood of tears as was 
sufficient to bathe and wash my hands of die blood they 
had contracted by raking in your bowels ; and as a sure 
token, dear cousin of my soul ! at the first place I 
reached, in my way from Roncesvalles, I sprinkled your 
heart with a little salt, that it might not' acquire a bad 
smell, and continue, if not quite fresh, at least tokrably 
sweet, until it could be presented to the Lady Belerma, 
who, together with you and me, and your squire Gua-* 
diana, the Duenna Ruydera, har seven daughters, and 
two nieces, and many others of your friends and ac- 
quaintance, have been long enchanted in this place by 
the sage Merlin; and although five hundred years are 
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elapse;l> not one of us is dead; though we have lost 
Ruydera vith her daughters and nieces^ who by weeping 
are, through the compassdon of Merlin, converted into so 
many lakes, which, in the world above, and in the 
province of La Mancha, are called the lakes of Ruydera; 
the seven sisters belong to the King of Spain, and the 
two nieces to the knights of the very holy order, called 
St. John. Your squire Guadiana, bewailing likewise 
your misfortune, was changed into a river of the same 
name> which, when it reached the surface of the earth, 
and saw the sun of the other sky, was so grieved at the 
thoughts of leaving you, that he sunk down into the 
bowels of the globe ; but, as it was not possible for him 
to resist his natural current, he from time to time rides 
up, shewing himself to the sun and to the nations : he 
receives a reinforcement from the waters of the fore- 
mentjoned lakes, with which, and many others, that join 
his stream, he enters Portugal in majesty and pomp. 
Nererthel^s, wheresoever he runs, he discovers a sullen 
melancholy, and does not pdque himself upon breeding 
within his channel fish of dainty relish and esteem ; but 
only auch as are coarse and unsavoury, and widely dif- 
ferent from those of the golden Tagus. What I now 
say, my dear cousin, I have often expressed, and as you 
make no reply, I conclude you either do not hear, or do 
not give credit to my words ; a circumstance which, as 
Heaven doth know, overwhelms me with affliction. I 
will at present make you acquainted with one piece of 
news, which, if it does not alleviate your sorrow, can 
surely, in no shape, tend to its augmentation. Know» 
then* here stands in your presence (open your eyes and 
behead him) that great knight of whom so many things 
have been prophesied by the sage Merlin; that Don 
Quixote de La Mancha, I say, who has renewed, and, 
with greater advantages than in times past, raised again 
f^QiQ oblivion the long forgotten chivalry, by the means 
and favour of whom, perhaps, we ourselves may be dis- 
enchanted ; for great men, such great achievements are 
reserved.* ' And if that should not be the case,' replied 
the afflicted I>urandarte> in a faint and languid tone; 
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'and if that should not be the case^ cousin, I sayy ptt- 
tience^ and shuffle the cards.' Then turning himself upcA 
one side, he relapsed into his usual silence^ withodt 
speaking another word. 

'' At that instant, hearing a great noise of shrieks and 
lamentations, accompanied with doleful sighing and dismal 
sobbing, I turned about, and saw through the crystal 
walls into another apartment, through which a proces- 
sion passed, consisting of two files of most beatitiiiil 
damsels in mourning, with white turbans on their heads, 
in the Turkish manner : in the rear of these came a lady, 
for such by her stately demeanour ' she seemed to be, 
clothed like the rest m black, with a,, veil so full and 
loitg, that it kissed the ground ; her turbui was twice as 
large as the * largest of the others; her eye-brows met 
above her nose, which was flattish ; her mouth was 
large, but her lips retained the colour of vermillion ; her 
teeth, which she sometimes disclosed, were thin and ill 
set, though white as blanched almonds ; and in her hand 
she held a fine linen cloth, in which, as near as I could' 
guess, was a heart, so dried and shrivelled, that it seemed 
to be of perfect mummy. Montesinos gave me to under- 
stand,^ that all those of the procession were domestics of 
Durandarte and Belerma, enchanted in that place, to- 
gether with their lord and lady ; and that the last, who 
carried the heart in the napkin, was Belerma herself, 
who, with her damsels, never failed to appear in that 
procession four days in the week, and sing, or rather 
howl, dirges over the body, and the woeful heart of his 
cousin : and that if she now seemed a little homely, or 
not quite so beautiful as fame reported her, the change 
proceeded from the bad nights and worse days she passed 
in that state of enchantment, as I might perceive in her 
large wrinkles and wan complexion ; nor did that yel- 
lowness and those furrows proceed from any irregularity 
in her health, for many months and even years had 
passed since she had in the least sufiered n'om that 
cause ; but solely from the anguish of her heart, 
occasioned by that which she holds incessantly in her 
hand, and which renews and recalls to her memory the 
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WMsfortuQe of her ill-fated lover : had it not been for that 
«(U9Chance^ scarce would she have been equalled in 
l^auty^ sprightliness> and grace^ even by the fair Dul- 
cinea del Toboso^ celebrated as she is, not only in this 
country^ but also through the whole universe/ 
•. '^ ^ Softly, Signor Don Montesinos/ said I^ interrupting 
him at this period, ^ be so good as to tell your story as 
it ought to be told ; for you know all comparisons are 
odious, and therefore there is no occasion to compare 
any person with another ; the peerless Duldnea del 
Toboso is what she is, and the Lady Donna Belerma is 
likewise what she is, and has been, and there let the 
matter rest.* To this remonstrance he replied, ^Pardon 
me, Signor Don Quixote; I confess I have been to 
blame, and egregiously erred^ in saying the Lady Dul- 
qinea would scarce. equal UieJ^idy Belerma; seeing my 
having known by certain i^v^ses that your worship is 
,the. knight of Dulcinea, Ytm sufficient to have induced 
me to bite off my tongue, mfier than compare her with 
anything but heaven itself/ Such satisfaction from the 
^great Montesinos allayed the disgust that my heart re- 
ceived in hearing Belerma compared with my mistress/' 
*^ I marvel much," said Sancho, *' that your worship 
did not fall upon the old hunks, and break every bone 
in his skin, aye, and pull his beard in such a manner, 
as notto/leave one single hair/' '^ By no means, ^end 
i$ancho," answered the knight, " it would not have be- 
come me to behave ia that manner ; for we are all obliged 
to respect our seniors, although they are not knights; 
but more especially those who are really of that quality, 
and besides in a state of enchantment. This I know full 
well, that there was nothing left unpaid on either side, 
in the course of the questions and answers that passed 
between us." 

Here the scholar interposing, " I cannot conceive," 
said, he, *' Signor Don Quixote, how your worship, in 
such a short time as that you have spent below, could see 
so many things, and ask and answer so many questions/' 
•'' How long is it since I descended ?'' said the knight, 
f* Litde more than an hour," replied the squire/ ^' T**-*'- 
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impossible/' resunied Don Quixote ; '^fcnr niglit teli, wd 
morning dawned, and darkness and light succeeded each 
other three times ; so that^ by my redkoning, I must 
have remained three days in those sequestered shades 
which are hidden from our view." ** My master muat 
be in the right/' said Sancho ; '^ for as all those things 
have happened by enchantment, perhaps what appeared 
but one hour to us, might seem three days and nights to 
vour worship." "It may be so/' answered the knight. 
Then the student asking if his worship had eaten any 
thing in all that time ; *' I have not tasted one moutliF- 
ful/' said he, " nor had I the least sensation of hunger." 
''And do those who are enchanted eat ?*' resumed the 
scholar. " They do not eat/' answered Don Quixote, 
'' ncNT do they do any thing else like other people, thattg:h 
it is supposed -that their nails, beards, and hair^ are 
always growing.'' 

Here Sancho desired to know if ever those enchanted 
gentry enjoyed the baaefit of sleep ? To which interro* 
gation bis master replied, " No, surely; at least in those 
three days that I passed among them, neither they.ncMr 
myself once dosed an eye/' '* Here then,'' said the 
squire, '*we may ccmveniently trust in the proverb, 
' Tell me your comp^my, and I'U tell you your manners.' 
While your worship keeps company with endiantcd 
people, who are always fasting and watching, it is no 
great wonder if you neither eat nor sleep while vou are 
among them; but, really, dgnor, your worship muat 
forgive me, if I say, that of all you have told us, God 
take mCj^ I was gomg to say the devil^ if I beheve one 
circumstance." "How/* cried the adiolar, "theiiSigw 
nor Don Quixote must have lied ! who, even if we could 
entertain such a suppoaition, has not had time to compose 
and contrive such a number of fables." "I do not be* 
lieve that my master tells lies," answered Saiieho. " What, 
then, is thy conception ?" said the knight " I conceive,** 
replied Sancho, "that Merlin, or those magicians who 
have enchanted the whole rabble which your worship 
hath seen and discoursed with below, have likewis 
stuflTed your noddle, or memory, with all that nonae ns 
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whkJi you have already recounted, as well «3 what you 
have left untold." " That laight be the case/' said Don 
Quixote, " but I assure you it is not so at present; for 
what I have recounted, I saw with my own eyes, «nd 
touched with roy own hands. But what wilt thou say, 
when I now tell thee, that among an infinite number of 
other wonderful things, which I shall relate hereafter in 
the course of our travels, as they do not all belong to 
this place, Montesinos showed me three country wenches, 
leaping amd skipping like so many goats through those 
delightful plaim : and scarce had I set eyes on them, 
when I recognised them to be the peerless Dulcinea, and 
those two individual young women with whom we spdce 
to tile neighbourhood of Toboso- When I asked Mon- 
tesinos if he knew them, he answered in the negative, 
but said he took them to be some ^chanted ladies of 
quality; for they had appeared but a few days in that 
meadow; nor ought I to wonder at that circumstauce, 
Ibraamuch as in the same place there were many ladies 
c^tbe past and' present age, enchanted in diferent and 
strange forms, among whom he recollected Queen 
Ginebra, and her Duenna Qiiintanona, who was skinker 
to Lancelot, when he came from Britain." Sancho hear* 
ing his master talk in this manner, was ready to run dia* 
tracts, or burst with laughing ; for knowing the truth 
of the feigned enchantment of Dulcinea, of which indeed 
be himself had been the author and evidence, he was 
convinced, beyond all doubt, that his master was stark 
staring mad; and in th&t persuasion exclaimed, <' In evil 
hour, accursed season, and unlucky day, my dear mas- 
ter, did your worship go down to the other world ; and 
in a mischievous moment did you meet with Signer 
Montesinos, who has sent you back in such a woeful 
condition. Well was your worship here above, in your 
sound judgment, such as God had bestowed upon you, 
saying sentences, and giving counsel at every turn, and 
not as at present, venting a heap of the greatest non-^ 
sense that was ever conceived. '' I know thee too well, 
Sancho," answered Don Quixote, " to mind what thou 
sayeat" " And I, in like manner," replied his squire. 
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*^ know you too well to regard what you say c ^wbasd 
roe, or confound me, or kill me if you will, for what'^I 
have said, and what I mean to say^ if your worship does 
not mend and correct your own speeches ; but now we 
are at peace, pray tell me how, or by what token, ydii 
came to know our lady mistress, and if you spoke to her, 
what answer she made ?" 

' " I knew her again," replied the knight, " by the 
same clothes she wore when thou thyself didst shew her 
to my astonished eyes : I likewise addressed myself to 
her,' but she answered not a syllable; on the contrary, 
she turned about and fled so swiftly, that an arrow 
would not have overtaken her : nevertheless, I wished to 
to follow, and would certainly have pursued her^ had 
not Montesinos advised me not. to fatigue myself; for it 
would be to no purpose, and besides it was time for me 
to return to the light above. He likewise told me that, 
in process of time, he would give me notice in what 
manner he, Durandarte, Belerma, and all the rest in 
those sequestered shades, were to be disenchanted. But 
what of all I saw and observed gave me the greatest 
pain was this : while I was engaged in this conversation 
with Montesinos, one of the hapless Dulcinea's compa- 
nions came up to me unperceived, and with tears in her 
eyes thus accosted me, in a low and whimpering voice : 
* My Lady Dulcinea del Toboso kisses your worship's 
hands, and begs your worship will be pleased to let her 
know how your worship does : moreover, being in great 
necessity, she supplicates your worship, in the most 
earnest manner, to be pleased to lend her, upon this her 
new -cotton under-petticoat, half a dozen rials^ or any 
small matter your worship can spare, which, upon her 
honest word, shall be restored in a very short time.' 
This message filled me with surprise and concern, and 
turning to the sage, ' Is it possible, Signor Montesinos,' 
said I, ^ that people of condition are exposed to necessity 
in a state of enchantment?* To this question he replied, 
^ Take my word for it, Signor Don Quixote de La 
Mancha, that which we call necessity is known in all 
states, extending to all conditions, prevailing among 
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0veiy class of people^ and not even sparing, those who 
arr^ichanted: and since Signora Dulcinea del Toboao 
«ends to beg these six rials^ and the pledge seems to be 
well worth the money^ you had better let her have 
them ; for she must certainly be in great trouble. ^ The 
pledge I will not touchy' said I^ ^ nor indeed can I 
comply with her request; for I have not above four 
rials!' which I gave her^ and these were the very 
individual pieces which I received from thee, Sancho, 
toother day, in order to give away in charity to the poor 
I might meet with on the road. ' Sweetheart/ said I, 
^ tell your lady that her distress affects me to the very 
8oul/and I wish I were as rich as f^ouckar * to remove 
it ;. let her know that I neither can nor will enjoy health 
while deprived of her agreeable presence and improving 
conversation ; and that I fervently and earnestly beg her 
goodness will be pleased to indulge with her company, 
this her captive servant and afflicted knight. Tell her 
also that, when least she dreams of any such matter, she 
shall hear I have made a vow, like that which was sworn 
bv the Marquis of Mantua, to revenge his cousin Valdo- 
vinos, when he found him at the last gasp, in the middle 
of the mountain ; namely, that he would not eat from off 
a table-cloth, together with some whimsical additions, 
until he should have revenged his death; and in like 
manner, I will swear never to be quiet, but traverse the 
seven divisions of the globe more punctually than did 
the Infant Don Pedro f of Portugal, until she be restored 
to the upper world.' ^ All that and much more, you 
owe to my lady,' said the damsel, who, taking the rials, 
instead of curtseying, cut a caper in the air two yards 
high. ^^^^ 

* Fouckar was a very rich merchant of Augsburg, and a great favourite 
of Charles V. who owed him a very considerable sum. It is reported of 
him» that when the emperor lodged at his house, in his return from Tunis, 
the fire in his chamber was of cinnamon, and his landlord lighted it with 
his imperial majesty's own obligation, thereby cancelling an immense 
debt. The wealth of these traders, for there were two brothers, became 
proverbial, and it was usual to say of any very opulent person, " He is as 
rich as a Fouckar." 

t This was the great patron of the Portugueze discoveries along the 
coast of Africa to the Cupe of Good Hope. 
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** O, holy God J" cried Sandio, with a loud voice, ^* i« 
it possible that those enchanters and enchantments 
should have such power to change the good sense of my 
mastei^ into such nonsensical madness I O^ signor ! sig- 
nor! for the love of God look to yourself, have some 
respect for your own honour, and give no credit to those 
vanities, which have diminished and disturbed your 
senses." " Thy regard for me, Sancho, makes thee talk 
in that manner," answered the knight ; '' and as thou 
art expwienced in the events of this world, every thing 
that is uncommon, to thee seems impossible; but the 
time will come, as I have already observed, when I shall 
recount some circumstances which I saw below, that will 
compel them to believe what I have now related, the 
truth of which neither admits of dispute or reply." 



CHAP. VIL 

WHICH GIV«3 AN ACCOUNT OF A THOqSANn PUM ri«4M9 
ASB STOBISa, AS IMPERTiNBNT AS NECESSARY TQ THR 
BIQHT UNDERSTANDING OF THIS GRAND HISTORY. 

Hr who translated this sublime history firorti the 
original, composed by its first author, Cid Hamet Be- 
nengeli, says, that coming to the chapter which treats of 
the adventure of the cave, he found this observation 
written on the margin in the hand- writing of the said 
Hamet. 

^' I cannot conceive or persuade myself thut the va- 
liant Don Quixote literally saw and heard all that is 
recounted in the foregoing chapter, for this reason : all 
the adventures in which he has hitherto been engaged, 
are feasible, and likely to have happened ; but this of 
the cave I can b^ no means believe true* in any ciroum<» 
stance, because it is so wide of all reason and proba- 
bility ; then to suppose that Don Quixote woiud tell 
lies ! he who was the truest gentleman and moat noble 
knight of his time! it is not possible! He c^tainly 
would have suffered himself to be shot to death rather 
tlian deviate one tittle from the truth ; besides, I consider 
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tiiat he explained and recounted the adventure so cir-* 
c rnna t a ntially^ that he could not be supposed to have 
oontrivedx extempore such a large concatenation of ex* 
travagancies ; but after all^ should the adventure seem 
a{K>cryphal> the blame cannot be laid to my door^ and 
therefore I give it to the public without affirming it 
mther to be true or false. Reader^ if thou hast discern* 
menty thou may«st judge for thyself; for it is neither 
my duty, nor is it in my power^ to do more : though it 
is held for certaini that the knight^ on his deatii-bed^ re- 
tracted the whoie, saying he iMtd invented the story be- 
cause it seemed to agree and quadrate with those- aa ven- 
tures we had read in his books." 

Then the Arabian proceeds in his history to this 
effect: 

The scholar was equally astonished at the presump- 
tion of Sancho Panza, and the forbearance of his master^ 
and concluded that the satisfaction he derived from 
having seen his mistress Dulcinea del Toboso, even 
though enchanted^ had produced that milkyness of tem- 
per> which was now so remarkable ; had not this been 
the CttBe, Sstticho's freedom and remarks were such as 
would have brought a wooden shower upon his shoulders; 
iB^r he was downright impertinent to his master^ to whom 
the student thus addressed himself: " For my own part^ 
Signor Dqn Quixote de la Mancha, I look upon this as 
the happiest journey I ever performed ; for, in the course 
of it, I have made four valuable acquisitions : — In the 
first place, I have gained the acquaintance of your wor- 
ship, which I deem a piece of singular felicity. Secondly, 
I have been made acqufunted with what is locked up 
and contained in the cave of Montesinos, together with 
the metamorphoses of Guadiana, and the lakes of 
Ruydera ; transmutations that will aptly fill a place in 
the Spanish Ovid which I have in hand. Thirdly, I 
have discovered the antiquity of card-playing, which at 
least must be as old as the time of Charlemagne, as may 
be gathered from the words which your worship heard 
Durandarte pronounce, when at the end of that long 
harangtte of Montesinoi^, he awoke and said, ' Patience. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



350 THE ACHIEVEBfENf S OF 

and shuffle the cards.' For that phrase and manner df 
speaking he could not have learned during his enchant^ 
ment^ but certainly when he was alive and well in 
France^ during the reign of the said Charlemagne; and 
this investigation comes pat to the purpose for the other 
hook which I am composing, I mean the Supplement to 
Polydore Virgil, on the invention of antiquities ; for I 
take it for granted he has fi)rgot to insert in his book the 
discovery of card-playing, which I will now explain, and 
doubtless it will be a very material circumstance, espe^ 
dally when confirmed by such a grave and authentic 
evidence as Signor Durandarte. Fourthly, and lastly^ I 
have now ascertained the source of the Ouadiana, hither- 
to unknown among the nations." 

" You have, indeed, good reason to be satisfied," 
replied the knight ; " but I should be glad to know, if 
by 6od*s assistance you shall obtain a license for print- 
ing those books (which is a matter of doubt with me) to 
what patron you intend they should be dedicated?" 
" There are plenty of lords and grandees in Spain," 
answered the scholar, '' to whom they may be dedicated." 
*^ But a very few," said Don Quixote ; '* not but that a 
great many deserve dedications, but because few will 
receive them, that they may not lay themselves under 
the obligation of making such a recompense as may seem 
due to the labour and courtesy of authors : one prinde, 
indeed, I know, who supplies the defect of the rest, wrth 
such advantages, that if I durst presume to describe 
them, I might perhaps excite envy in many noble hearts: 
Init, let that circumstance rest till a more convenient 
season ; and in the mean tim^, let us endeavour to find 
some place where we may procure a night'a le&gingJ* 
" Not far from hence," replied the student, '' is an her- 
mitage, where lives an anchorifte, who is said to have 
been a soldier, and bears the character of being a good 
Christian, and, moreover, a discreet and charitable man; 
adjoining to the hermitage is a little house, built by the 
labour of his own hands, which, though narrow^ is' large 
enough to receive travellers." " Can that same her- 
njatage produce any poultry," said Sancho, " There 
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$rje few hermitages destitute of that provision^" answered 
the knight ; " for the anchorites of these days^ are not 
like those who dwelt in the deserts of Egypt, clothiiig 
themselves with palmrleaves^ and subsisting on the ropts 
of the earth. And here I would not be understood to 
^tol one sort, in order to depreci^ite another ; for the 
penance now in use does not come up to the rigour and 
§^8ter.4ty of those times : nevertheless, they are all good, 
at least so I suppose them to be; and even should the 
Stream run foul, the hypocrite who cloaks his knavery is 
less dangerous to the commonwealth than he who trans- 
gresses in the face of day." . 

This conversation was interrupted by the appearanqe 
of a man coming towards them on foot, walking fast and 
switching a mule loaded with lances and halberts ; when 
he came up he saluted them, and passed on at a good 
pace, and Don Quixote perceiving his hurry, " Honest 
friend," said he, *^ pray stop a little, for you seem to go 
faster than your mule could wish." " Signor," answered 
the man, '* I cannot tarry at present, because these arms, 
of which I have the charge^ are to be used to-morrow 
morning, so that I cannot possibly stay ; therefore, adieu: 
but if you desire to know for what purpose they were 
procured, at the inn which is beyond tJie hermitage I 
have some thoughts of taking my night's lodging, and 
if you are travelling the same road, there yoii will find 
jxie, and there yo.u shall hear strange tidings ; so cHice 
more I bid you farewelL" So saying, he whipped up 
the mule in such a manner, that Don Quixote had not 
4:ime to ask another. question concerning those strange 
tidings which he promised to relate; but, being ex- 
tremely curious, and continually fatigued with the desire 
of learning novelties, he ordered his company to set off 
that instant and proceed to the inn, without touching at 
the hermitage,, where the scholar wished to pass the 
evening. In compliance with the knight's desire, all 
three mounted their beasts, and followed the direct road 
to the inn^ which they reached a little before the twilight. 
The student however proposed that they should call and 
take a draught at the hermitage : Sancho Panza hearing 
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this proposal, immediately turned Dapple's head towai^g 
It, beinjf^ flowed by Don Quixote and the scholar : but 
his ill luck seemed to have ordained that the hermit 
should not be at home, as they were told by an nnder 
hermit ivhom they found in the place. When the dquire 
demanded a flask of his bedt and dearest, he answered, 
that his master had no wine, but if he chose a pitcher of 
his cheapest water, he should have it with all his heart." 
♦' If 1 had chosen water," said Sancho, "there is plenty 
of wells upon the road, ^m which I might have quenched 
my thirst. Oh the wedding of Camacho ! and the abun- 
dance of Don Diego's house ! how often shall I lament 
the loss of you !" 

When he had uttered this ejaculation, they quitted 
the hermitage, and pushed on towards the inn, and 
having rode forwards a little way, they overtook a lad 
who travelled the satne road at his own leisure: he 
carried a sword over his shoulder, that supported a 
bundle of clothes, which seemed to consist of trowsers, 
a cloak, and shirt; for he wore a velvet jacket with 
some slips of satin, and the shirt hanging out : he had 
silk stockings, and squaired^toed shoes, in the court 
fashion : his age seemed to be about eighteen or nineteen; 
he had a sprightly countenance, and an agility in his 
person ; he amused himself in singing couplets to beguile 
the fatigue in travelling, and when they overtook him, 
had just finished one, which the student remembered to 
have run in this strain." 

To the wars my necessity drags me away, 
But if I had money, at home l would stay. 

The first who accosted him was Don Quixote, say- 
ing, '* You travel very light, young gentleman ; pray, 
good now, whither may you be going?" To this in- 
terrogation the youth replied, " I travel so light on 
account of poverty and the heat of the weather; and I 
am going to the wars." '* The heat may be a very good 
reason," resumed the knight, " but how should poverty 
be the cause of your travelling in that manner?" 
•' Signor," answered the youth, *' I carry in this bundle 
a pair o£ velvet trunk breeches, feUows to this jacket. 
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which if I wear out in the country, they will do me no 
credit in town, and I have not wherewithal to purdiaae 
a reinforcement? for this reason, therefore, and the 
benefit of the free air, I travel as you see me, until I 
get up with some companies of foot, which are quartered 
at a town about twelve leagues from hence; there I 
ahall enlist amoi^ them, and there will not be wanting 
«ome baggage- waggon, in which I may proceed to the 
place of embarkation, which they say is to be Carthagena; 
and I would much rather have the king for my lord and 
master, and serve him in his wars, than be the lacquey 
of some scoundrel at court." *' And have you obtained 
any post ?*' said the scholar. '^ Had I served a grandee 
of Spain, or some person of quality," replied the youth, 
*' I should certainly have got something of that kind ; 
for this is the advantage of being in. good service, that a 
man is frequently preferred from the back of his master's 
chair to a pair of colours, a company, or some handsome 
provision : but it was my unhappy fate to be always in< 
the service of poor idle rascals, of foreigners, who give 
such a miserable and consumptive allowance o£ board 
wages, that one half was expended in the starching of a 
ruff; and it would be looked upon as a miracle, if any 
such page-adventure should obtain a tolerable provision." 
^' And pray, frimd," said Don Quixote, '' is it possible, 
that during all the years you have been in service, you 
never had a livery ?" " Yes," answered the page, " I 
have had two : but as he who quits a convent nefore he 
professes is stripped of his habit, and obliged to resume 
his own clothes ; so was I served by my masters, who* 
afrer having transacted the business that brought them- 
to court, returned to their own homes, and took back 
the liveries, which they had given me out of mere osten-^ 
tadon.** 

''A verv scandalous* Espilorcheria, indeed, as the 
Italians call it," said Don Quixote ; ^' but,notwith8tand- 
^gf jou may think yourse^ very happy in having left 
the court with such a laudable intention; for there is 

* A knavish trick. 
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nothing upon earth more productive of honour and pro- 
fit, next to the service of 6od^ than the service of the 
king, our natural lord and master ; especially ■ in tbe 
exercise of arms, by which more honour/ if not more 
wealth, is acquired than by learning itself; for as I have 
divers and sundry times observed, although a greater 
number of families have been raised by learning than by 
arms, yet those founded upon arms rise, I don't know 
how, above their fellows, with a kind of natural splen- 
dour, by which all others are outshone : and what I am 
now going to say, I desire you will lay up in your 
remembrance ; for it will be of much comfort and utility 
to you in the midst of all your sufferings: never entertain 
a thought of what adversity may happen, for the worst 
is death ; and provided it comes with honour, it is the 
greatest happiness to die. Julius Gsesar, that valiant 
Emperor of Rome, being asked whidi was the most 
agreeable death, answered, ' That which is sudden, un- 
expected, and unforeseen:' and though this reply savoured 
of the pagan, ignorant of the knowledge of the true Grod, 
nevertheless, with regard to his being freed from the 
pangs of human infirmity, he said well : for, supposing 
you should be slain in the first action of skirmish, either 
by a cannon-ball, or the explosion of a mine, what does 
it signii^ ? we must all die, and there is an end of the 
whole ; and according to Terence, a dead soldier, who 
fidls in battle, makes a much nobler appearance than one 
who lives by running away : the good soldier acquires 
reputation in proportion to the obedience he pays to Ins 
captain, or those who have a right to command him; 
and pray take notice, child, a soldier had much better 
Smell of gunpowder than of civet; and if old age over- 
take you in that noble emplo3rment, though you should 
be covered over with wounds, paralytic, or lame, it can 
never overtake you without such honour as poverty can- 
not diminish; especially now that provision is to be 
made for the maintenance and relief of old disabled 
soldiers? for it is not reasonable that they should be 
treated like negro slaves, to whom, when they are old 
and incapable of service, their masters often give their 
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freedom, driving them from their houses^ and, under the 
title of liberty leaving them still slaves to hunger, which 
nothing but death can dispel. This is all I have tf) say 
at present, therefore get up, and ride behind me to the 
inn, where I shall treat you with a supper, and in the 
raOTning you may pursue your journey, which I pray 
Qod may be as fortunate as your intention is good." 

The page excused himself from riding behind the 
knight, though he embraced his invitation to supper at 
the inn ; and Sancho said within himself, " Lord coiiifort 
thee for a master ! Is it possible that a man, who can ut- 
ter so 'many good things, should affirm, that he has seen 
all that impossible nonsense which he has told of the cave 
of Montesinos ? But time is the trier of all filings." 

In such discourse they arrived at the inn just as it grew 
dark, and Sancho was not a little rejoiced to find, that his 
master took it to be a real inn, and not a castle, according 
to his usual whims. They had scarce entered, when Don 
Quixote inquired of the landlord about the man with the 
lances' and halberts, and understood that he was in the 
stable providing for the accommodation of his beast ; an 
example which was followed by the student and Sancho, 
who preferred Rozinante to the best manger and stall of 
the whole stable. 



END OF VOL. II. 
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